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W's IEEE Tian Night. 
= f 41 NK inyſal oligh d to thank you, my. 
dear Miſs Howe, for your condeſcenſion, 
in taking notice of a creature who. has 
ocecaſtoned you ſo much ſcidal. 
I am grieved on this account, as much, 
I verily think, as for the evil itſelt. 
Tell me. Rut yet 1 am afraid to know—what your 
Mother ſaid. 
I long, and yet I: dredd to be told, what the young 
Ladies my companions, now never more perhaps o 
be ſo, ſay of me. : 
They y cannot, however, ay woe} of me than 1 will 
of myfelf Self- accufation ſhall flow in every line of 
my narrative where I think I am juſtly cenſurable. 


If any-thing can ariſe from the account I am going to 
Vol. 8. give 


n Te Hisrenr a. 


I know I may expect it from your Friendſhip, tho 
I doubt not every mouth is opened again 


daughter. 


< aſſembly is, perhaps it is the very thing I ought to 


opinion df my intereſt in them, that they got me 


give you, for extenuation of my fault 8 that i is . 
a perſon can hope for, who cannot excuſe herſelf) 


not from the Charity of any other: Since by this time 
Rt me; and 
n the eee 


all that know Clariſſa Harlowe conde 


AFTER I had wt; 1 Letter to you, written 
down to the laſt hour, as I may ſay, I returned to the 
Ivy Summer-houſe; firſt taking back my Letter from 
the looſe bricks : And there J endeavoured; as coolly 
as my ſituation would permit, to recolle& and lay to- 


ow 


gether ſeveral incidents that had paſſed between my 


Aunt and me; and, comparing them with ſome of 
the contents of my Couſin Dolly's Letter, I began to 

hope, that I 99 not to be ſo very apprehenſive as 
I have been of next Wedneſday, And thus I argued 


with myſelf. 


Wedneſday cannot = flibly. be the Day hy in- 
tend, altho* to intimidate me they may wiſh me 
to think it is: For the Settlements are unſigned : 
Nor have they been offered me to ſign. I can chuſe 
whether I will or will not put my hand to them; 
e hard as it will be to refuſe if my F ather tender them 


R X 6 


Ds 


to me Beſides, Did not my Father and Mother pro- 


« poſe, if I made compulſion neceſſary, to go to my 
« Uncle's themſelves, in order to be out of the way 
of my appeals ? Whereas they intend to be preſent 
on Wedneſday. And however affecting to me the 
< thought of meeting them and all my friends in full 


© wiſh for: Since my Brother and Siſter had ſuch an 


excluded from their preſence, as a meaſure which 
a they thought previouſly neceſſary to carry on their 
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5 "Re | 4 
or bave I reaſon to doubt, but that (as I had. 


=_—_ before 


8 n Clariſſa Harlowe. 3 
< before argued with myſelf) I ſhall. be able to bring 
«-brou t face to face with my Brother, that I ihall 
expo e his maleyolen 


We" 


xpoſe. e, and of conſequence weaken 

c ee. een oo dro. ene ne 
T3 T an: Ne aa nnn n | | 
Then, ſuppoling the very worſt, challenging the 
« 'Minifter as I ſhall challenge him, he will not pre- 
© ſume to proceed: Nor ſurely will Mr. Solmes dare 
© to accept my refuſing and ſtruggling hand, And 
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finally, if nothing elſe will do nor procure me delay, | 
x I can plead Scruples of Conſcience, and even pre- | 
„tend prior obligation; for, my dear, I have given 

4 « Mr. eder room to hope (as you will ſee in one | 
y of my Letters in your hands) that I will be no other 
if man's while he is ſingle, and gives me not wilful . _ 
a and premeditated cauſe of offence againſt him; and | 
5 this in order to rein- in his reſentments on the de- | 


clared animoſity of my Brother and Uncles to him. 
And as T ſhall appeal, or refer my ſcruples on this 
head, to the good Dr. Lewen, it is impoſſible but 
that my Mother and Aunt (if nobody elſe). muſt. | 
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E be affected with this ple... 3 

Go Revolving curſorily theſe things, I congratulated, 
„ myſelf, that I had reſolved againſt going away with 
J a 4 

. I told you, my dear, that I would not ſpare myſelf; 

y and I enumerate theſe particulars as ſo many argu- 

y ments to condemn the action I have been ſo unhap 

"t pily betrayed into, An argument that concludes. 
M againſt me with the greater force, as I muſt acknow- 

l lege, that I was apprehenſive, that what my Couſin 
to Dolhy mentions as from Betty and from my Siſter, 
_ was told her, that ſhe ſhould tell ne, in order to make 
_ me deſperate, and perhaps to puſh me upon ſome 


= ſuch flep as 1 have been driven to take, as the maſt . 

ir VeAual means to ruin me with my Father and Uncles. | 
| God forgive me if I judge too hardly of their 

ad Views But if I do not, it follows, that they laid a 


The HISTORV 4 


2 ſnare for me; and that I have been caught i in. 
— And now may the triumph, if they can tri- 

ug in the Ruin of a Siſter, Wo neyer en * 
intended hurt to them.! 

As the above kind of reaſoning had leſſened 
apprehenſions as to the Wedneſday, it added to thaſe 
I had of meeting Mr. Lovelace Now, as it ſeemed, 
not only theneareft; but the heavieſt evil; princip 
indeed becauſe neareſt; 3; for little did I dream. 4 
creature* that I was, and ey 15 way beſet !) of the 
event proving what | it has proved. I expected a con- 
tention with him, 'tis true, as he had not my 79 755 5 
But I thought it would be very ſtrange, as I men- 

tioned in one of my, former (a ),. if N who had ſo 
ſtzadily held out againſt characters ſo venerable, againſt , 
authorities ſo. ſacred, as I may, 957 when I thought, 
them uhreaſonably exerted, old. not. find. ee 5 
more "he Fw to ws A trial? as; 1386 35 Fry a8 I E | 


of $7 


roy of the 3 and to attend to rf improve upon 
thefe new lights, as I may call them. But even then, 
perhaps; I "might have given him a meeting. Fool 
that I was! what had I to do to give him — that I 
would | perſonally acquaint him with the reaſon for my 
cn: Ang mind, if I did change it ? 
dear! an obliging temper is a very dangerous 9 
| 18 By endeavouring to gratify others, it is 
evermore diſobliging itſelf ! 1 
When the Bell rang to call the ſervants. to e . 
Betty came to me, and aſked, If I had any commands 
before ſhe went to hers; repeating her hint, that ſhe. 
ſhould be employed ; adding, that ſhe believed it was 
expected, that I ſhould not come up till ſhe came 


W or till [ ſaw my Aunt or Fe 


„ * „ % 3 


0 See vol. b. BS. 


We Mi Clatiſſa Harlowe. 5 
I aſxed her ſome queſtions about the Caſcade, which 
had been out of order, and lately mended; and ex- 

preſſed a curioſity to ſee how it played, in order to in- 
duce ber (How cunning to cheat myſelf, as it proved) 

to go thither, if ſhe” found me not where ſhe left me; 
it being at a part of the garden moſt diſtant from the 
s JJ 
+ She could hardly have got into the bouſe when 1 
heard the firſt ſignal O how my heart fluttered !— 
b But no time was to be loſt. I ſept to the garden- 
1 door; and ſeeing a clear coaſt, unbolted the already 
unlocked door — And there was he, all impatience, 
8 waiting for nme. Wee. 5 
A panic next to fainting ſeized me when 1 ſaw 
c him. My heart ſeemed convulſed; and I trembled 
g ſo, that T fhould hardly have kept my feet, had he not 
ſupported me. 555 5 | 


: * * % - 3 


ch Fear nothing, deareſt creature, ſaid he — Let us 

: haſten away — The chariot is at hand And, by this 
*q ſweet condeſcenſion, you have obliged me beyond ex- 
ihe „„ %%% 5 
8 Recovering my ſpirits a little, as he kept drawing 
-j me after him, O Mr. Lovelace, ſaid I, I cannot go 
4 with you—Tndeed I cannot—I wrote you word fo— 

Let go my hand, and you ſhall ſee my Letter. It has 

Fr lain there from yeſterday. morning, till within this halfe _ 
? hour. I bid you watch to the laſt for a Letter from 
8 me, leſt T ſhould be obliged to revoke the appoint- 
5 ment; and had you followed the direQticn, you would 
! have found it. CCC 
„ l have been watched, my deareſt life, ſaid he, half 
s out of breath — 1 have been watched in every Repil 
* took: And my truſty ſervant has been watched too, 
8 ever ſince Saturday; and dared not to come near your 
2 Wall. — And here we ſhall be diſcovered in a moment. 
1 Speed away, my Charmer This is the moment of 


Tee ron negle@ this oppprtunity, ren 
neuer can have ſuchan other. 
2 + + ö B 3 | | | : has 


” 
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_ What is it you mean, Sir Let go my hand: For 
_T tell vou (ſtruggling 'vehemently)' that 1 will fooner 
e die than 0 oe We 7 . n OA | 

, : 31S Built code LF Wo > Te WR EO LN 5 4 be a IST 
Good God! faid he, with a look of wildneſs and 
i FJurprize, what is it I hear !—But (ſtill drawing me 


0 — 9 , " 4 oy 1 3 
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g alter him, as he retreated fat ther from the.door) it is 


no time to argue By all that's Good you muſt go 
Surely you cannot doubt my honour, nor give me 


= 


| cauſe to queſtion your wi. 
As you value me, Mr. Loyelace, urge me no far- 
| ther. I come fixed and reſolved. Let me give you 
the Letter 1 had written. My further reaſons ſhall 
follow ; and they will convince you, that I ought not 
VVV CAD. 
$ - Noting, Madam, can convince me—By all that's 
Sacred, I will not leave you. To leave you now, 
would be to loſe you for ever= _ _ 
| Am I to be thus compelled? interrupted I, with 
. equal indignation and vehemence Let go my hands 
All am reſolved not to go with you And I will con- 
vince you, that I ought nott . 
All my friends expect you, Madam All your own 


| are determined againſt you—>Wedneſday next is the 

| day, the important, perhaps the fatal day! Would 
: you ſtay to be Solmes's Wife?--Can this be your deter- 
| mination at laſt? 5 45 
No, never, never, will I be that man's--But Iwill 
| Not go with you! (Draw me not thus-- How dare you, 
Sir; I would not have ſeen you, but to tell you ſo). 
I had not met you, but for fear you would have been 
| | uilty of ſome raſhneſs--And, once more, I will not 


* Vhat mean you 1--Striving with all my force to 
24 get from bim. Abs 3 

N What can have poſſeſſed my angel, faid he (quit - 
ting my hands, and with a gentler voice) that after ſo 
much ill uſage from your relations; vows ſo ſolemn 
1 on my part; an affection ſo ardent; you ſtab me with 
2 refuſal to ſtand by your own appointment? W 


_ > 


T4 


We have no time to talk, Mr. Lovelace. I will 


* give you my reaſons at a better opportunity. 1 can- 
* not go with you now--And, once more, urge me no 
d f ee er am not to be compelled by every- 
in oF I fee how it is, ſaid he, with a dejected but paſſion- 
* ate air - What a ſevere fate is mine I- At length your 
e ' ſpirit is ſubdued 1--Your Brother and Siſter have pre- 

| vailed; and I muſt give up all my hopes to a wretch 
. „ , ITS TT 

0 Once more tell you, interrupted I, I never will 
de bis--All may end on Wedneſday differently from 
ot what you expect -- SS „ 

5 And it may not /--And then, good heaven l- 

„ It is to be their laſt effort, as I have reaſon to be- 

| lieve-- VVV 5 

& And I have reaſon to believe ſo too--Since, if you 


h ſtay, you will inevitably be Solmes's Wife. 
Not ſo, interrupted I--I have obliged them in one 
point. They will be in good humour with me. I 


: ſhall gain time at leaſt. I am ſure I ſhall, I have 
"U ſeveral ways to gain time, _ „ 
ne | And what, Madam, will gaining time do? It is 
la plain you have not a hope beyond that--Itis plain ou 
1 have not, by putting all upon that precarious iſſue. 
: O my deareſt, deareſt life ! let me beſeech you 
iii not to run a riſque of this conſequence. I can con- 
u, vince you, that it will be more than a riſque if you 
). go back, that you will on Wedneſday next be 
en Solmes's Wife.--Prevent therefore, now that it is in 
ot your power to prevent, the fatal miſchiefs that will 
to follow ſuch a dreadful certainty. „ 

| While I have any room for hope, it concerns your 
t- honour, Mr. Lovelace, as well as mine (if you have 
ſo the value for me you pretend, and wiſh me to believe 


4 you) that my conduct in this great point ſhould juſtify 
th rr of 
Tour Prudence, Madam]! When has that been 
5 B 4 queſtion- 


4 
1 
4 
! 
N 
: 


. 
queſtionable? Vet what ſtead has either your Pru- 


_ dence or your Duty ſtood you in, with people ſo 
ſtrangely determined? 1 


_ know, you are with 


—— r 


And then he pathetically enumerated the different 


inſtances of the harſh treatment I had met with; 
imputing all to the malice and caprice of a Brother, 
Who ſet every- body againft him: And inſiſting, that I 
had no other way to bring about a Reconciliation with 


my Father and Uncles, than by putting myſelf out of 


the power of my Brother's inveterate malice. 


Vour Brother's whole reliance, proceeded he, has 


been upon your eaſineſs to bear his inſults. Your 
Whole family will ſeek to you, when you bave freed 


yourſelf, from eee When they 
e with thoſe, who tan and will, ri cbt you, 
they will give up to you your own Eſtate. Why then, 


putting his-arm round me, and again drawing me with 


a gentle force after him, do you heſitate a moment ? 


Now is the time — Fly with me then, I beſeech 
you, my deareſt creature] Truſt . your perſecuted 
adorer. Have we not ſuffered in the ſame. cauſe ? II 
any imputations are caſt upon you, give me the ho- 
nour (as I ſhall be "fr 4 | 

mine; and, when you are ſo, ſhall I. not be able to 


ta. deſer ve it) to call you 


protect both your perſon and character: 


Urge me no more, Mr. Lovelace, I conjure you. 


You yourſelf have given me a hint, which I. will 


ſpeak plainer to, than prudence, perhaps, on any other 


_ occaſion would allow. I am convinced, that Wed- 
neſday next (If I had time, I would give you my 


reaſons) is not intended to be the day we had both ſo 


much dreaded: And if after that day ſhall be over, I 
find my friends determined in Mr. Solmes's favour, I 


will then contrive ſome way to meet you with Miſs 


Howe, ho is not your enemy: And hen the So- 
lemnity has paſſed, I, ſpall think. that ſtep a duty, 
+ which / then will be criminal to take: Since now 


my Father's Authority is unimpeached by an 


Deareſt 


 & 


> OQ bu be . 


r 2 


Ni ſs Clariſſa Harlowe. 3 9 


4 878 Madam—_ 

o Nay, Mr. Lovelace, if you now. Ailpute-Af, aa 
this more favourable declaration, than I had the thought 
of making, you are not ſatisfled, 1 ſhall know what 
3 to think both of your gratitude and generolity., ..,...... 
£ 'The caſe, Madam, ,admits not of. this alternative. 
Jam all, ratitude upon it. 1 cannot expreſs how much 
th 1 ſhould be delighted with the charmin hope you have 
given me, were vou not next Wedneſday, if you ſtay, 
to be another man' 8. Think, deareſt creature ! what 
an heightening of my anguiſh the diſtant hope you 
ur bid me look up to, is, taken in this light ! 
Depend, depend upon it, I will die ſooner than be 
© Mr. Solmes's. If you would have me rely vpon Jour | 
honour, why Thould you doubt of mine? 

= 1 doubt not your honour, Madam; your power is 
th an I doubt. Vou never, never. can 32 ſuch another 
opportunity. Deareſt creature, permit me. And he 


ch was again drawing me after him. 

cd Whither, Sir, do you draw me . me this 
It moment Do you ſeek to keep me till my return 
* ſhall grow dangerous or impracticable? This moment 


let me go, if you would have me think tolerably of you. 
£0 My happineſs, Madam, both here and hereafter, 
and the ſafety of all your implacable family, depend 
au. upon this moment. 

To Providence, Mr. Lovelace, and to the Law, 
will. J leave the ſaſety of my friends. You ſhall not 
threaten me into a raſhneſs that my heart condemns.! 
m i —Shall-7, to promote your happineſs, as yo call it, 
deſtroy all my future peace of mind? 

You trifle with me, my dear life, juſt as our better 
! proſpects begin to open. The way is clear; juſt now 

it is clear; but you may be prevented in a moment. 
0 What is it you doubt '— May I periſh eternally, if 
> your Will ſhall not be a Law to me in every thing : 
All my relations expect you, Your own appointment 
calls upon you, Next Wedneſday—Deareſt crea« _ 
B 5 wee?” 


10 The HISTORY of 
| ture! think of next Wedneſday And to what is it 
J urge you, but to take a ſtep that ſooner than any 
other will reconcile you to all whom you have moſt 
reaſon to value in your family? ß, 
Let me judge for myſelf, Sir. Do not you, who 
blame my friends for endeavouring to compel me, 
d 70 ſeek to compel me. I won't bear it, Your 
Earneltneſs gives me greater apprehenſions, and greater 
reluctance. Let me go back, then—Let me, before 
it is too late, go back, that it may not be worſe for 
both What mean you by this forcible treatment ? Is 
it thus that Iam to judge of the intire ſubmiſſion to 
my will which you have ſo often vowed? - Unhand 
me this moment, or I will cry out for help. 7Y 
I will obey you, my deareſt creature And quitted 
my hand with a look full of tender deſpondency, that, 
knowing the violence of his temper, half-concerned 
me for him. Yet I was haſtening from him, when, 
with a ſolemn air, looking upon his ſword, but catch- 
ing, as it were, his hand from it, he folded both bis 
arms, as if a ſudden thought had recovered him from 
an intended raſhneſs. _ ee 
Stay, one moment — But one moment ſtay, O 
beſt beloved of my Soul !—Your retreat is ſecure, if 
15 will go: The key lies down at the door. —But, 
Madam, next Wedneſday, and you. are Mr. 
£o'mes's !—Fly me not fo eagerly) Hear me but a 
EAR... oo IST, 5 
When near the garden-door, I ſtopped ; and was 
the more ſatisfied, as I ſaw the key there, by which 
TL could let myſelf in again at pleaſure. But, being 
uneaſy leſt I ſhould be miſſed, I told him I could ſtay 
no longer. I had already ſtayed too long. I would 
write to him all my reaſons. And depend upon it, 
_ Mr. Lovelace, ſaid i (juſt upon the point of ſtooping 
for the key, in order to retirn) I will die, rather! 
than have that man. Lou know what I have pro- 
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miſed, if I find myſelf in danger. 
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Mi Clariſſa Harlowe, 11 

One word, Madam, however; one word more 
(approaching me, his arms ſtill folded, as if, as. 1 
thought, he would, not be tempted to miſchief ). Re- 


member only, that I come at your appointment, to 
redeem yon, at the hazard of my life, from your 


gaolers and perſecutors, with a reſolution, God is my 


witneſs, or may he for ever blaſt me ! (that was his 


ſhocking imprecation) to be a Father, Uncle, Brother, 
and, as I humbly hoped, in — own good time, 2H 
Huſband to you, all in one. But ſince I find you are 


ſo ready to cry out for help againſt me, which muſt 


bring down upon me the vengeance of all your family, 
I am contented to run all riſques. I will not aſk you 
to retreat with me; I will attend you into the en, 
and into the vaſe, if I am not intercepted. —Nay, be 
not ſurpriſed, Madam. The help you would have 
called for, I will attend you to; for I will face them 
all: But not as a revenger, if they provoke me not 
too much. You ſhall ſee what J can further bear for 
your ſake—And let us both ſee, if expoſtulation, and 
the behaviour of a gentleman to them, will not pro- 


cure me the treatment due toa gentleman from them, 


Had he offered to draw his ſword upon himſelf, I 
was prepared to have deſpiſed him for ſuppeſing me 
ſuch a poor novice, as to be intimidated by an artifice 
ſo common. But this reſolution, uttered with ſo ferious 
an air, of accompanying me in to my friends, made 
_—_— with terror. JJC 
What mean you, Mr, Lovelace? ſaid I: I beſeech 
you leave me—Leave me, Sir, I beſeech you. 
Excuſe me, Madam! I beg you to excuſe me. I 
have long enough ſkulked like a thief about theſe lonely 
walls—Long, too long, have I borne the inſults of 
o=_ Brother, and other of your relations. Abſence 
ut heightens malice. I am deſperate, _ I have but 
this one chance for it; for is not the day after to- 
morrow Wedneſday ? J have encouraged en fight 


my tameneſs. Vet tame I will ſtill be, You 


B 6 | ſee, 


_ Tee, Madam, what I will bear for your ſake. My 


ſword ſhall be put ſheathed into your hands (And he 
offered it to me in the ſcabbard)— My heart, if you 
pleaſe, clapping one hand upon his breaſt, hall afford 
A ſheath to your Brother's ſword. Life is nothing, if 


I loſe, you——Be pleaſed, Madam, to ſhew me the wa 
into the garden; moving towards the door. I will 


attend you, tho* to my fate — But too happy, be it 
what it will, if I receive it in your preſence. Lea 
on, dear creature ] putting his ſword into his belt 
You ſhall ſee, what I can bear for you. And he 
ſtooped, and took up the key; and offered it to the 
lock; but dropped it again, without opening the do! 
upon my earneſt expoſtulations. 1 415 
What can you mean, Mr. Lovelace ? ſaid 1 
Would you thus expoſe yourſelf? Would you thus 
expoſe me ?—lIs this your generoſity ? Is every- body to 
take advantage thus of the weakneſs of my temper? 
And I wept. I could not help it. ach 
_ _ He threw himſelf upon his knees at my feet Who 


can bear, ſaid he (with an ardour that could not be 


feigned, his on eyes gliſtening) Who can bear, to 
behold ſuch ſweet emotion ? O Charmer of my 
. heart; (and, reſpectfully fill Kneeling, he took my 
hand with both his, preſſing it to his lips) command 
me with you; command me num you; in every way 
I am all implicit obedience But I appeal to all you 
know of your relations cruelty to u, their deter- 
mined malice againſt me, and as determined favour to 

the nan you tell me you hate (And, oh]! Madam, 
if you did not hate him, I ſhould hardly think there 
would be a merit in your approbation, place it where 
you would) —I appeal to every- thing you know, to 
all you have ſuffered, whether you have not reaſon 
to be apprehenſive of that Wedneſday, which is my 

terror Whether you can poſſibly have ſuch another 
opportunity The chariot ready: My friends With 
rene EX ecti 


5 1 
of 


ting the reſult of - your own appoint. 
3 | ment? 


to be :your Sum Miſtreſs: ; 
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ment: A man whoſecwill ſhall be intirely your win, 
imploring you, thus on his knees, i imploring vou 


1 is al Nor will 1 

ak for | your favour, but as upon full proof I 11 
* de . Fortune, e en 12 
O my beloved creature, preſſing my e 2 — 
to his lips, let not ſuch an opportunity flip. | "I's 

never, never, will have ſuch another... 

I bid him riſe. He aroſe; and J cold him, that 
were I not thus unaccountably'hurried by his impa- 
tience, I doubted not to convince him, that both he 


and I had looked upon next Wedneſday with greater 
apprehenſion than was neceſſary. Ixvas proceed ing to 
give him my reaſons; but he broke in upon 


me. . 
Had. I, Madam, but che ſhadow: of a 
But the Licence is actually got: The 


O my deareſt creature, do theſe Preparations'mean only 


a trial? 


You: know: not, Sir, were the worſt tobe intended, 


and M ak as you think me, what a ſpirit I have; you 


know not what Lan dO, and how I can reſiſt, when 


I thiok;myfelf meanly or unreaſonably. dealt with : 
Nor do you know what I have already ſuffered, what 
een borne, knowing to whoſe unbrotherly 
inſtigations all is to be aſcribed.— - 


I may expett all things, Madam, interrupted- he, 


from the nobleneſs of your mind. But your ſpirits 
may fail yu What 
the invincible: temper of a Father ſo poſitive, toi a 
Daughter ſo dutiful ?-—Fainting will not ſave you: . 
for ſuch an effect 


may not be apprehended from 


They will not, perhaps, be ſorry 


of their barbarity, What will ſignify expoſtulations 
againſt a Ceremony performed ? Muſt not Al, the 
dreadful All, follow, that is torture to my heart but 
to think of? Nobody to appeal to, of what avail will 
"pn reſiſtance: * the conſequences of a 2 * 


probability to 

hope a0 you hope, I:would be all obedience and re- 
ſignation. 
- Parſon! is provided: That pedant nnd i is the man. 


> 
— ü OO Inn — — — 


Ping his hand on his ſword. 


. ſunk down at his feet. But he inſtantly re- aſſured 
me: He thought, he ſaid, he had heard a ruſtling 
againſt the door: But had it been ſo, the naiſe would 
have been ſtronger, It was only the effect of his, ap- 
prehenſion for mee. . | 


| —If W will 80, Madam— et! cannot, cannot leave 
me, but I mu/t enter the garden with you. 


to prevent miſchief? I, vain fool, to be concerned 
for every-one ; nobody for me 


ps 2 +, 


which ſeems to be your only dependence, whe- 
ther you may not be cloſer confined ? I know they 


witneſſed. to by the impoſers of it; and thoſe your 


negreſt relations?» . 

I 'was ſure, I ſaid, of procuring a delay atleaſt, 
Many ways I had to procure delay. Nothing could 
be ſo fatal to us both, as for me now to be found with 
him. My apprehenſions on this ſcore, I told him, 
grew too ſtrong for my heart. I ſhould think very 


hardly of him, if he ſought to detain me longer. But 


his acquieſcence ſhould engage my gratitude. 
And then ſtooping to take up the key to let myſelf 
into the garden, he ſtarted, and looked as if he had 


heard ſomebody near the door, on the inſide, clap- 


his frighted me ſo, that I thought I ſhould have 


And then taking up the key, he preſented it to me. 
you |—] muſt enter the garden with you Forgive 


And will you, will you thus ungenerouſly, Mr. 
Lovelace, take advantage of my fears of my wiſhes, 


Deareſt creature ! interrupted he, holding my hand 
as I tremblingly offered to put the key to the lock— 
Let me, if you will go, open the door. But once 
more, conſider, could you poſſibly obtain that delay 


have already had that in conſideration. Will you not, 
in this caſe, be prevented from correſponding either 
with Miſs Howe, or with me? Who then ſhall aſſiſt 


your chamber-window only permitted to view 5 
; | garden 


vou in your eſcape, if eſcape you would? From 
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garden you muſt not enter into, how will 5 with - 
for the opportunity you now. have, if your hatred to 
8 continue? — But, alas! that cannot continue. 

ou go back, it muſt be from the impulſes of a 
el ding (which you'll call, a dutiful) heart, tired 
and teazed out of your own will. Ry 

I have no patience, Sir, to be thus conſtrained, 5% 
Muſt I never be at liberty to follow my own roomy, 
ment ? Be the conlequence what it may, will not be 
thus conſtrained. | 

And then, freeing my hand, 1 again offered the 
key to the door. 

Down the ready kneeler dropt between me and 
that: And can you, can you, Madam, once more on 
my knees let meaſk you, look with an indifferent eye 
upon the evils that may follow ? Provoked as I have 
been, and triumphed over as I ſhall be if your Bro- 
ther ſucceeds, my own heart ſhudders, at times, at 
the thoughts of what mut happen; and can yours 
be unconcerned? Let me beſeech you, deareſt crea- 
ture, to conſider all theſe things; and loſe not this 
only opportunity. My intelligence— _ 

Never, Mr. velace, interrupted I, give ſo much 
credit to the words of a traitor. Your baſe intelli- 
gencer is but a ſervant. He may pretend to know * 
more than he has grounds for, in order to earn the 
wages of corruption, You know not what contrive- 
ances I can find out, p 

I was once more offering the key to the lock, when, 
ſtarting from his knees, with a voice of affrightment, 
loudly whiſpering, and as if out of breath, They are 
at the door, my beloved creature And taking the key 
from me, he fluttered with it, as if he would double- 
lock it; - And inſtantly a voice from within cried out, 
burſting againſt the door, as if to break it open, the 
perſon repeating his violent puſhes, Are you there ? 


Come up this moment — This moment Here they 


TATE hap are both together Nur piftol this 
| moment 


——ñ Zx—— yas. ER" + 


WW hand, and hurried me on ſtill faſter : My voice, how- 
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moment Fur gun Then another puſh, and an- 
other. Heat the ſame moment drew his ſword, and 
clapping it naked under his arm, took both my trem- 
bling hands in his; and, drawing me ſwiftly after him, 

Fly, fly, my Charmer; this moment is all you have 
for it, ſaid he. - Vour Brother Your' Uneles | 
Or this Solmes They will inſtantly burſt the door 
Fly, my deareſt life, if you would not be more 
cruelly uſed than ever—<If you would not ſee two 
or three murders committed at your feet, fly, fly, 
O Lord Help, help, cried the fool, all amaze 
and confuſion, frighted beyond the power of con- 
Now behind me, now before me, now on this 
ſide, now on that, turned I my affrighted face, in 
the ſame moment; expecting a furious Brother here, 
armed Servants there, an enraged [Siſter ſcreaming, 
and a Father armed with terror in his countenance 
more dreadful than even the drawn Sword which I 
ſaw, or thoſe I apprehended. I ran as faſt as he, yet 
knew not that Tran; my fears adding wings to my 

- feet, at the ſame time that they took all power of 
thinking from me. My fears, hieh probably would 
not have ſuffered me to know what courſe to take, 
had 1 not had him to urge and draw me after him: 
-Efpecially as I beheld a man, who muſt have come out 
of the door, keeping us in his eye, running now to- 
wards us; then back to the garden, beckoning and 
calling to others, whom I ſuppoſed: he ſaw, although 
the turning of the wall hindered me from ſeeing them; 


and whom I imagined to be my Brother, my Father, 
and their Serv ante. n 

Thus terrified, I was got out of fight of the door 
in a very few minutes: And then, although quite 
breathleſs: between running and apprehenſion, he put 
my arm under his, his drawn ſword in the other 


ever, 


8 = 23 A” 
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ever, [contradicting my action; crying, No, no, no, 


4 
all the while, | ſtraining my neck to look back, as long 
as the walls of the garden and park were within ſight, 
and till he brought me to the chariot: Where, at- 
tending, were two armed ſervants of his own, and 


Here I muſt ſuſpend my relation for a while: For 
now. IJ am come to this ſad; period of it, my indiſere- 
tion ſtares me in the face; and my ſhame and my 
grief give me a compunction that is more poignant 
methinks than if I had a dagger in my heart. To 
have it to reflect, that I ſhould ſo inconſiderately give 


in to an Interview, which, had I known either myſelf 


or him, or in the leaſt conſidered: the circumſtances 
of the caſe, I might have ſuppoſed, would put me 
into the power of his Reſolution, and out of that of 
my own Reaſon. )ͥͤ of (TP LO ROIED 
For, might I not have believed, that he, who thought 
he had cauſe to apprehend: that he was on the point of 
loſing a perſon who had coſt him ſo much pains and 
trouble, would not hinder her, if poſſible, from te- 
turning? That he, who knew I had promiſed to give 


him up for ever if inſiſted on as a condition of Re- 
conciliation, would not endeavour to put it out of 


my power to do ſo? In ſhort, that he, Who had 
artfully forborn to ſend for my Letter (for he could 
not be watched, my dear) leſt he ſhould find in it a 


countermand to my appointment (as I'myſelf could 
apprehend altho' I profited: not by the a 

would want a device to keep me with 
danger of having our meeting diſcovered might throw 


tehenſion) 
im till ne 


me abſolut 


into his power, to avoid my own worſe 
uſage and t 


miſchiefs which might have 'enſued - 


(perhaps in my very ſight) had my friends and he met? 
But if it ſhall come out, that the perſon within the 

garden was his corrupted implement, employed to 

frighten me away with him, do you thin, m/ 1 
Mit | that 


''” that I ſhall not have reaſon to hate him and myſel 
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- ſtill more ? I hope his heart cannot be ſo deep and 
ſo vile a one: I hope it cannot! But how came it to 
paſs, that one man could get out at the garden- door, 
and no more! How, that that man kept aloof, as it 
were, and purſued us not; nor ran back to alarm 
the houſe? My fright, and my diſtance, would not 
let me be certain; but really this man as I now re- 
collect, had the air of that vile Joſeph Leman. 
O why, why, my dear friends !--But wherefore 
blame I them, when I had argued myſelf into a hope, 
not improbable, that even the dreadful trial I was to 
. undergo ſo ſoon, might turn out better than if I had 
been directly carried away from the preſence of my 
once indulgent parents, who might poſſibly intend that 
trial to be the laſt I ſhould have had? © 
Would to heaven, that I had ſtood it however 
Then, if I had afterwards done, what now I have 
been prevailed upon, or perhaps fooliſhly frightened 
to do, I ſhould not have been ſtung ſo much by in. 
ward reproach as now I am: And this .would have 
been a great evil avoided, '"© © ho 
- |, Youknow, my dear, that your Clariſſa's mind wa 
ever above juſtifying her own failings by thoſe. o 
others. God forgive thoſe of my friends who have 
acted cruelly by me ! But their faults are their own, 
and not excuſes for mine. And. mine began early; 
For I ought not to have correſponded with him. 
O the vile incroacher ! how my indignation, al 
times, riſes at him! Thus to lead a young creature 
(too much indeed relying upon her own ſtrength) fron 
evil to evil !--This laſt evil, altho* the remote yet 
ſure conſequence of my firſt—my prohibited corre 
| ſpondence! By a Father early prohibited. _ 
Ho much more properly had I acted, with regard 
to that correſpondence, had I, once for all, when he 
was forbidden to viſit me, and I to receive his viſits 
pleaded the authority by which I ought to ago . 
145 | un 
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bound, and denied to write to him! But I thought I 
could proceed, or flop, as I pleaſed. I ſuppoſed it 
concerned me, more than any other, to be the arbitreſs 
of the quarrels of unruly | hae” FP now I find my 
preſumption puniſhed—Puniſhed, as other fins fre- 
quently are, by rd 6 % 

As to this laſt raſhneſs; now, that it is too late, I 
plainly ſee how I ought to have conducted myſelf, As 
he knew I had but one way of tranſmitting to him 
the knowlege of what befel me; as he knew, that 


my fate was upon a criſis with my friends; and that 


I had, in my Letter to him, reſerved the liberty of re- 
vocation ; I ſhould not have been ſolicitous whether 


he had got my Letter or not: When he had come, 


and found I did not anſwer his ſignal, he would pre- 
ſently have reſorted to the looſe bricks, and there 
been ſatisfied by the date of my Letter, that it was 
his own fault, that he had it not before. But, go- 
verned by the ſame pragmatical motives which induced 
me to correſpond with him at firſt, I was again afraid, 
truly, with my fooliſh and buſy preſcience, that the 
diſappointment would have thrown him into the way 
of receiving freſh inſults from the ſame perſons; 
which might have miade him guilty of ſome violence 


to them, And ſo, to ſave him an apprehended raſn- 


neſs, I have ruſhed into a real one myſelf, And what 
vexes me more, is, that it is plain to me now, by 
all his behaviour, That he had as great a confidence in 
my weakneſs, as I had in my own ſtrength. And ſo, 


in a point intirely relative to my honour, he has tri- 


umphed ; for he has not been miſtaken in me, while 
have in myſelf ! | r 

Tell me, my dear Miſs Howe, tell me truly, if 
your unbiaſſed heart does not deſpiſe me lt muſt! 
for your mind and'mine were ever one ; and I deſpiſe 
%% /— And well I may: For could the giddieſt and 
moſt inconſiderate girl in England have done worſe 
than I ſhall appear to have done in the eye of = 
h . | | World 


+ 
5 1 1 
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world ? Since my crime will be known without the 
provocations, and without the artifices of the betrayer 
too ; while it will be a high aggravation, that better 
things were expected from me, than from many 
eee ee bf Sills ant h 
ou charge me to marry the firſt opportunity-—Ah | 
my dear 4 — of the Beleg cke of Ry 
That's as much in my power now as-as I am myſelf | 
And can I beſides give a ſanction immediately to 
his deluding arts ? Can I avoid being angry with him 
for tricking me thus, as I may ſay (and as I have 
called it to him) out of myſelf?--For compelling me 
to take a ſtep fo contrary to all my refolations,” and 
aſſurances given to you; a ſtep ſo dreadfully incon- 
venient to myſelf; ſo . dg and ſo grievous (as 
it muſt gi to my dear Mother, were to be leſs re- Wn 
gardful of any other of my family or friends-- You 
don't know, nor can you imagine, my dear, how! 
am mortified - How much 1 am ſunk in my own Ae 
opinion !--I, that was propoſed for an example, truly, ir 
to others !--O that I were again in my Father's houſe, 
ſtealing down with a Letter to you; my heart beating Hp. 
wich expeCtation of finding one from you ! 


Tus is the Wedneſday- morning I dreaded ſo Ml; 
much, that I once thought of it as the day of my 
doom: But of the Monday, it is plain, 1 ought to 
have been moſtapprehenſive. Had I ſtayed, and had f 
the worſt I dreaded: happened, my friends would then Ml; 
have been anſwerable for the conſequenees if any bad I! 
-onies had followed: - But now, T have this ory conſo- * 

lation left me (a very poor one, you'll ſay) that I 
have cleared them of blame, and taken it all upon 
7771 — — — 
Tou will not wonder to ſee this narrative ſo diſ- 
imally ſcrawled. It is owing to different pens and ink, 
lb bad, and written by ſnatches of time, my hand 
trembling too with fatigue and grief. ro 
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I will not add to the length of it, by the particu- 
ars of his behayjour to me, and of our converſation 
at St. Albans, and ſince; becauſe thoſe will come in 
ourſe in the continuation of my Story; z which no 
doubt you will expect from me. N 
Only thus much I will ſay, that he is extreme 8 
pectful (even obſequiouſly ſo) at preſent, tho? 
ſo much diſſatisfied with him and myſelf that he ths 
hitherto had no great cauſe to praiſe my complaiſance 
to him. Indeed, I can E, at ines, bear the” 
Seducer in my light. (1 4 

The lodgings I am in, une inconvenient: I ball 
not ſtay in them: So it ſignifies nothing to tell you 
how to direct to me hither. And where my next may 
be, as yet I know not. 

He knows that I am writing to you; and has offered 
to ſend my Letter, when finiſhed, by a ſervant of his. 
But I thought I could not be too cautious, as Tam” 
now ſituated, in having a Letter of this importance 
ry ples you. Who knows what ſuch a man my 
do? So very wicked a contriver ! The contrivance, 
if a contrivance, to get me away, ſo inſolently mean] 
hut I hope it is not a contrivance neither! Vet, 
be that as it will, I muſt ſay, that the 5% of him, and 


of my proſpedts with him, are bad: And yet, having 


inrolled myſelf among the too - late repenters, Who 
ſhall pity me? 

Nevertheleſs, I will dare to hope for a continued 
intereſt in your affections (I ſhall be miſerable indeed 
if I may not!) and to be remembred in your daily 
prayers. | For neither time nor acoidens all ever 
make me ceaſe to ___ | 


Your faithful and offetimate | 
CLarissA HARLOWE. 
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DO Joskyn, wot? FIR 8 4 Af. ohh 44. April 8. 
A T length; your beloved 1888 92 5 2 conſented! 
to free herſelf from the cruel treatment the has 
ſo long borne, She is to meet me without the garden⸗- 
door at about Four o'clock. on Monday afternoon. 1 
told you ſhe had promiſed to do ſo. She has con- 
firmed? her promiſe. Thank Heaven, the has 9 
firmed her promiſe. - - _ #- 

I. ſhall have a chariot-and-ſix ready i in the by-road | 

fronting the private path to Harlowe-paddock ; and 
| ſeveral of my friends and ſervants not hr off, armed 
to protect her, if there be occaſion : But every one 
charged to avoid miſchief. That, you know, has. 
always been my principal. bearer n well 

All my fear is, that when the comes to the point, 
the over-niceneſs of her principles will make her 
"waver, and want to go back: Altho' her honour is 
my honour, you know, and mine is herr. If ſheſhould, - 
and I ſhould be unable to prevail upon her, all your 
paſt ſervices will avail nothing, and ſhe will be loſt to 
me for ever: The prey then of that curſed Solmes, 
whoſe vile ſtingineſs will never permit him to do $5903 
to any of the ſervants of the family). 

I have no doubt of your fidelity, honeſt joleph g 
nor of your zeal to ſerve an injured gentleman, and 
an oppreſſed young Lady. You. ſee by the confi- 
dence I repoſe in you, that I have not; more parti- 
cularly, on this very important occaſion, in which 
your aſſiſtance may crown the work: For, if ſhe | 
waver, a little innocent contrivance will be neceſſary. 

Be very mindful therefore of the following direc- 
tions : Take them into your heart. This will pro- 
bably be your laſt trouble, until * Beloved and 1 

are 


F . — ẽůἄvPPPPTPTPTPT— . rar Pon j — — 5 - 


e joined in holy wedlock : And then we will be ſure 
Js take care of you. Lou know what I have pro- 


Nied. No Man ever reproached me for breach of 
* f T 53 $at4 ee n 41 tl 
. beſe, then, honeſt Joſeph, are the: 
"4 | Contrive to bo in the garden, in diſguiſe if poſlible, 
©: and unſeen by your young Lady. If you find the 


den- door unbolted, you will know that ſhe and 1 
Pee together, altho? you ſhould not ſee her go out at it. 


A e will be locked, but my key ſhall be on the ground 
* " * Huſt without the door, that you may open it with 

n Hours, as it may be needful. no = 
aq LI you hear our voices parleying, keep at the door 


Mill I cry Hem, hem, twice: But be watchful for this 
anal, for I muſt not hem very loud, left ſhe ſhould 
Make it for a ſignal. Perhaps, in ſtruggling to prevail 
pon the dear creature, I may have an opportunity 


23 to firike the door hard with my elbow, or heel, to 
N b Ponfirm you Then you are to make a violent burſt 
9” 


"Þgainft the door, as if you would break it open, draw- 
ing backward and forward the bolt in a hurry : Then, 
with another puſh, but with more noiſe than ſtrength, 
Peſt the lock give way, cry out (as if you ſaw ſome of 
the family) Come up, come up, inſtantly Here they - 
re! Here they are —Haſten ! This inſtant haſten t : 
And mention Swords, Piſtols, Guns, with as terrible 
voice as you can cry out with. Then ſhall I prevail 
pon her no doubt, if loth before, to fly. If I can- 
Pot, I will enter the garden with her, and the houſe . 
Fo, be the conſequence what it will. But fo affrighted, 


. here is no queſtion but ſhe will ly, 
„ . When you think us at a ſufficient diſtance (And 1 


hall raiſe my voice, urging her ſwifter flight, that you 

J gueſs at that) then open the door with your key: 
Put ou muſt be ſure to open it very cautiouſly, leſt. 
e ſhould not be far enough off. I would not have 


= * 211 ON 
1 * know you have a hand in this matter, out of my. 
regard to %... 220k 
WE oh When 
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\ % 


4 1 of: 


When you: have opened the door, take ybur ky 
out of che lock, and put it in your pocket: Then 
ſtooping for mine, put it in: the lock on the ig 
that it may appear as if the door was opened by hw 
ſelf, with a key which they will ſappoſe of my p 
curing: (it being new) and left open by us. ? 
They ſhould conclude ſhe is gone off dy ber ou ; 
conſent, that they may not purſue us: That they 1 f 
ſet no hopes of [tempting her back again. In eith | 
caſe, miſchief might happen, you know. 8. 
But you muſt take notice, that you are ey | 
open the door with your key, in caſe none of the # 
mily come up to interrupt us, and before we are quit 
gone: For, if they do, you'll find by what follow 
that you muſt not open the door at all. Let then 
on breaking it open, or by getting over the 7 1 
my key on the ground, if they will. mg 
If they do not come to interrupt us, arid if yo 
by: _—_ of your key, come out, follow us at a 
„and, with uplifted hands, and wild and iny 
patient geſtures (running backward and forward, fü, 
fear you ſhould come too near us; and as if you aj. 
ſomebody coming to your aſſiſtance) ery out 7 
Help, help, and to haſten. . ſhall we * ſook 
at the chariot. 
Tell the family, that you aw me enter 2 hail 
with her: A dozen, or more, men bn. horſeback 
attending us; all arm'd; ſome with blunderbuſſe⸗ 
as you believe; and that we took the quite contraſ 
ä that we ſhall take. 4 
ou ſee, honeſt Joſeph, how careful 1 am, as vel 
as you, to avoid: miſchief. ; 1 
Obſerve to keep at ſuch a diſtance that ſhe n 
not diſcover who you are. Take long ſtrides, to ale 4 
your gaite ; and hold up your head, honeſt Joſeph 8 
and ſhe'll not know it to be you. Mens airs 
fuer are as various and as peculiar as their fact 
l 


uck a ſtake out of one of the hedges ; and tug. 100 


N Oh. 
> 


* 


; | | Ahoneſt Joſeph,. I am always contriving to give you 
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tho it may come eaſy : This, if ſhe turn back, will 


look terrible, and account for your not following us 
faſter. Then returning with it, ſhouldered, brag to 


the family, what you would have done, could you 8 


tl have overtaken us, rather than your young Lady 
i ſhould have been carried off by ſuch a——And'you 
may call me names, and curſe me. And theſe airs 


will make you look valiant, and in earneſt. You ſee, 


reputation. No man ſuffers by ſerving me. ' - 
But, if our parley ſhould laſt longer than I wiſh ;/ 
and if any of her friends miſs her before I cry, Hem, 
hem, twice; then, in order to te” eee (which 
is a very great point with me, I aſſure you) make 


the ſame noiſe as above: But, as I directed before, 


open not the door with your key. On the contrary, 
wiſh for a key with all your heart; but, for fear any 
of them ſhould by accident have a key about them, 
keep in readineſs half a dozen little gravel-ſtones, no 
bigger than peas, and thruſt two or three ſlily into the 


|| key-hole ; which will hinder their key from turning 


dam, 


Mr. Lovelace Mr. Lovelace !—And very loud 


round. It is good, you know, Joſeph, to provide 


- againſt every accident in ſuch an important caſe as 


this. And let this be your cry, inſtead of the other, 


ifany of my enemies come in your fight, as you ſeem 


to be trying to burſt the door open, Sir, Sir | or Ma- 
adam O Lord, haften ! O Lord, haſten ! 


And that ſhall quicken me more than it ſhall thoſe 
you call to.—If it be Betty, and only Betty, I ſhall 
think worſe of your Art of making Love (a), than of 
your fidelity, if you can't find a way to amuſe her, 


9 her upon a falſe ſcent. 


ou muſt tell them, that your young Lad ſeemed 
to run as faſt off with me, as I with her. This will 


alſo confirm to them that all purſuit is in vain, An 
end will be hereby put to Solmes's hopes: And her 
"8 ur (4) See Vol. II. p. 749, 150. | | | 


friends, 


r — — 
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friends, after a. while, will be. more ſtudious to 1. 
reconciled to ber, than to get her back. 80 you. 
will be an happy inſtrument of great good to all round. 
And This will one day be acknowleged by both fami- 
Kes. You will then be every one's fauaurite; and 

every' good ſervant, for ks 5 will be. proud 6 
be likened to honeſt” Joſeph Lem 

If ſhe ſhould gueſs at youu, or find you ont; 1 * 


CN TR x ¶ 2 è „„ 
n 0 „** 


AS. 4. — 88 1 


It alteady in my head to write a Letter for you to- | 
20 ( 4 arg occafionally e will feryow | | 
N. wit . | 
This ons time, be diligent, be careful; "his ins 
the crown of all: And once more, depend for a e-. 
| 9 upon the honour of ; 
- k | Tur ww Fried, | 
R. Lo VELACE» . 
n fo 19 85 aliaid of- going too far f 
with Betty. H yau ſhould make f match with | * 
** ber. ſhe. is a. very likely creature, tho? a vixen, 00 
as you ſay. I have an admirable receipt to cure 1 
a termagant wife. Never fear, Joſepb, but thou k 
ſhalt be maſter of thine own houſe. If the be | ſh 
very troubleſome, I can teach thee how to break | © 
. 3 her heart in a twelvemonth.; and e dne big 
or the precept would not be mine. 1 fa 
Tincloſes eee EE Ae Gvour. . 8 x | * 
„ er I . 
27 RonkRT nee Eſcuier. Hr Hemer. | by 
FHonnered Sir, Sunday Morning, April gs 5 


Muſt confeſſe I am 1 infingtely of oblidged ry 
hbonner's bounty. But this laſt 8. oft 
11 ſeems ſo intricket Lord be merciful to me; how | 11 
have 1 been led from littel ſtepps to grate. ſtepps |—+ 
And if I ſhould be found out !——But your Honnes 


_ (9), I „in tha vole "0s 805 1 


4 8 ; PE 
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| fays, you will take me into Jour Honders farviſes - 
\ | and proteckt me, if as I ſhould at any time be found 
out; and raife my Wages beſides ; or ſet me upp in 
"| agood Inne; which is my ambiſhion. And 360 wall | 
| | be bontierable and kind to ny, en young Lady, 
K God love her. But who can 17 unkind to ſhe ? ' 
| Iwill do the beſt I am able, ſince your Honner 
* | will be apt to loſe her, as your War ſays, if 1 do 
not; ut a man fo ſtindgie will be apt to gain her. 
s | But mayhap my deareſt younge Lady will not make 
all this troubble needful. If ſhe has promiſſed, ſhe 
& | will ſtand to it, I dare to ſa x. 
I love your Honner for contriveing to ſave miſchift 
ſo well. I thought till I know'd your Honner,. that 
| you was verry miſchevous, and pleſe your Honner. 
„But find it to be clene contrary. Your Honner, it 


„ 
7 


nee Well by, ovety- body, j36 108.26 


4 


uh ie. As I am ſure I do myſelf; for I am, althoff a 
1, | very plane Man, and all that, a very honneſt one, I 
re | thank my God. And have good principels, and have 


zu | kept my young Lady's preſſepts always in mind: For 
be | r no- where, but ſaves a ſoul or two, more 
We | leis. . . Oi i ; . 2 25 . pac 
e, commending myſelf. to your Honmer's further 
-.7 | favour, not forgetting the Inne, when your Honner 
+ | fhall fo pleaſe, and a good one offers; for Plaſes are 
. | no inherittanſes now-a-days. And, I hope, your 
+ Honner will not think me a diſhoneſt Man for ſar- 
| vinge your Honner agenſt my duty, as it may look ; 
7. but only as my conſhence clears me 
Ig, | - Be pleaſed; Cf Sls if 115 1 your 1 
nat to call me, honeſt Foſeph, and bonne Foſeph, fo 
* often. For, Ace think myſelf very RK and 
ws | All chat; yet I am touched a little,” for fear I ſhould 
|| not do the quite right thing: And too befides, your 
Honner has ſuch a feffeſhious way with you, as that 
F hardly know whether yau are io jeſt, or earneſt, 


when your Honner calls = honneſt ſo often. 
* * 


„ 
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— — — 5 
* 


I am a very plane man, and ſeldom have writ to 


ſuch honourable gentlemen ; ſo you will be good 


enuff to paſs by every thing, as I have often ſald, Td 


need not now ſay over again. 
As to Mrs, Betty; tho'te, indede, he looked 


above-me, . But ſhe comes on very well, natheleſſe. 
I could like her better, iff ſhe was better to my 


young Lady: But ſhe has too much wit for ſo plane 


a man. 

is a ſhame to bete a woman; yet 1 colde make ſhift 

to throe my hat at her, or ſo, your Honner. 
But that ſame reſeit, iff your Honour ſo pleaſe, 


to cure a ſhrowiſh wife. It would more encurrege 


to wed, iff ſo be one know'd it before- hand, as one 
may fay.. - 80 likewiſe, if one knoed one could ha- 
neftly, as your Honner-ſays, and as of the handy-work 
of God, in one twelve · month 
But, 1 ſhall grow impartinent to duch a Fl grate: man 
And hereafter may do for that, as ſhe turnes out; 


For one mought be loth to part with her, mayhap, fo 


verry ſoon too}; eſpeſſially if ſhe was to make the! nor 


table Lanlady your Honner put into m my head. 
Butt wonce moer, beging your Honer's parden 


and ee all dilligince fv exſackneſſe, Ireſte, . 
l 


13 e 5 LO Servant to command, © 2 
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. „ Lertises, To Joann Betyond, En 
St. Albans, Monday Ne 
T Snatch a few moments while my Beloved is retired 
(as I hope, to reſt) to perform my promiſe. No 
xurſuit—Nor have I apprehenſions of any; tho 1 mult 


make my charmer dread that there will be one. 
And now, let me tell thee, that never was joy fo 


ee as mine ! — But let me inquire—ls not the 


_ flown away? _ | 0 


* 2 
e een 


- 4 * "I 
6 * - w# 


atheleſs, if ſhe was to angre me, althoff it 
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8 n ae 


0 no! She is in the next aparement 1—Securely 
mine Mine for ever} © 
0 ecſtaſy !— My heart will burſt my breaſt, 299 
To leap into her boſom |— © 5 
Is knew, that the whole ſtupid family were in a 
combination to do my buſineſs for me. I told thee 
that they were all working for me, like ſo many un- 
derground moles ; and ſtill more blind than the moles 
are ſaid to be, unkfiowing? that they did fo. I myſelf, 
the director of their principal motions'; which falling 
in with the malice of their bran: 8 yy took to 
be all their own. © 
But did 1 ſay, my joy was Pente &?=-O no = | 
receives ſome abatement from my diſguſted Pride. For 
how can I endure to think, that I owe more to her 


55 


N relations perſecutions, than to her favour for me? 


Or even, as far as I Know, rs her Preference of me 
to another man?” - 

But let me not indulg e this agb Were 1 to & 
fo, it might coſt my charmer dear. Let me rejoice, 
that ſhe has paſſed the Rubicon : That ſhe cannot 
return: That, as I have ordered it, the flight will 
appear to the Implacables to be altogether with her 
own conſent: And that, if I doubt her Love, I can 
put her to trials as mortifying to her Niceneſs, as glo-—ꝛ 
rious to my Pride. For, let me tell thee, dearly as I 
love her, if I thought there was but the ſhadow of a 
doubt in her mind, whether ſhe preferred me to any 
man n living, 1 would ſhew her no mercy. 


4H & #54 g | $3 J ay, Day dam. 
AR on + the" wings yy C Love, 1 fly to my charmer, 

nh perhaps by this time is riſing to encourage the 

tardy dawn. I have not ſlept a wink of the hour and 


' half 1 lay down to invite ſleep. It ſeems to me, that 


Lam not ſo much ann, as to . ſuch Vee” 


novation. | 
Saf Ft 6 | C 3 : But 


& The 90 


But why, as in the chariot, as in the inn, at alight- 


er of the moſt abhorred compulſion— Vet 
i Nee ſinoere for an eſcape fo critical ! 


r Mae is the heart i in which Love has es, a 
temple to thee. - 

| Vet, it muſt be allowed, that ſuch a ſudden tran- 
Ftion muſt affect her; ani ice. her over. When a 


all obſerve all her InjuncTions,, ſhe will un- 


ubfedly have the gratitude - to: diſtinguiſh between 


confinement ſhe has eſcaped from, and the liberty 


bas reaſon. to rejoice in. bans 7 a 
eee She comes — And the Sug is s juſt riſing 
40. attend her Adieu !—-Be half. as happy as I am 
{for all diffidences, like night - fogs before. the Sun, 


_ "Gilperſe at her approach) and, next e ee * wil 
e inthe ee 11 


TY N Sen 
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% Orangen Hanke, 77 Miſt How E. 


ot 5 „een, April is. 
IWIV L. purſue my melancholy Story. 


P Being thus hurried 10 che chariot, it would hans 


n o no purpoſe to have refuſed entering into hon 
had he not in my fright lifted me in, as he did: 
it inſtantly drove away a full gallop, and ſtopt not l 


it braugh Tg to gt. Albans ; which was Juſt as the day 
. I thought I ſhould have fainted ſeveral times bor the 


Way. With uplifted hands and eyes, God protect 
me; faid. I often to myſelf Can it be I, that am 


bere My eyes running over, and my heart ready 
to burſt with ſighs as W as my ä 


. 


g all heart-burſting grief, my deareſt creature? 
N as thou wert perſecuted So much 


ake care Take care, O beloved of my Soul! 


Uietle more uſed to her new ſituation ; when her hur- 
Kats are at an 71 when ſhe ſees how religiouſly I 
e 


"Haw ; 


af? IS as CEE 2 
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N How different, how inexpreſlibly different, che gay 
25 C . viſibly triumphing (as I could not but con- 
2 |, true his almoſt rapturous joy) in the ſucceſs of his 
t | arts! But overflowing with complimental floyriſhes, 
. yet reſpectfully diſtant his addreſs, all the way wwe 
Sf flew; for e rather than galloping, was the motion 8 
4 of the horſes; which took, as 1 believe, A xc dune 


it about way, to prevent, being traced. | 
- | _ -Thave reafvn to think, there were other batten — 
a | at his devotion; three or four different perſons, above 
- | the rank of ſervants, alloping by us now-and-then 
1 on each ſide of the chariot : But he took no notice of 
* them; and I had toe m e dee. mingled with in- 
n dignation, notwithſtanding all bis blandifhments, © 
A any queſtions about ow! er any- thing elſe. © 

| Think, my dear, what were my thoughts on 
18 alighting f from Fs chariot ; having no attendant of my 
m own Sex; no cloaths but what 1 had on, and thoſe 
„little ſuited for ſuch a journey as I had a taken, 
lt and was ffill to take: Neither hood nor hat, nor 

thing but a handkerchief about my neck and ſhoulders : 

ny as to death: bar mind {ill more es Jay than 


2. 

ye 

ad The miftreſs of the: houſe, whom be ent 3s tome, 
ill theved me another apartment; and, ſeeing — 
ay tc faint, brought me hartſhorn and water; — 

| upon my deſiring to be left alone for half an hour, 
he | Tetired: For I found my heart ready to burſt, on re- 
& | volving every-thing in my thoughts: And the memenit 
m -ſhe was gone, faſtening the door, I threw myſelf into 
ly aen old great chair, and · gave way to a violent flood of 
. tons: which a little relieved me. 

* (rs C + | Mr. 
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Mr. en ſooner than I wiſhed, ſent up the 
genclewoman, who preſſed me, in his name, to admit 
my Brother, or to come down to him: For he had 
told her, I was his Siſter; and that he had brought me, 


againſt my will, and without warning, from a friend's 


. houſe, where I had been all the winter, in order to 
Prevent my marrying . againſt the conſent of my 


friends; to whom he was now conducting me; and 
that, having given me no time for a pere ere 
T was greatly offended at him. 550 

So, my dear, your frank, your open: hearted: fiend, 
was forced. to countenance. this tale; which indeed 


ſuited me the better, becauſe I was andabile for ſome 
time to talk, ſpeak,'or look up; and ſo my dejection, 


and grief, and ſilence, might very well paſs before the 

gentlewoman _ Wy e PRIN me, as a fit 
f ſullenneſs. nen ale 
The room 1 is in theing' a vio wear gy J choſe 

to go down, at his repeated meſſage, attended by the 

miſtreſs of the houſe, to that in which he was. He 


approached me with great reſpect, yet not exceeding 


-2:;brotherly politeneſs, where a Brother: is polite:; 


and, calling me His deareſt Siſter, asked after the ſtate 


of my mind; and boped 1 would forgive him; for 
never Brother half fo well loved a Siſter, as he me. 

A wretch I—How naturally did he fall into the 
character, altho I was ſo much out of mine! 
„ Unthinking creatures have ſome comfort. io the 
ſhortneſs of their views; in their unapprehenſiveneſs-; 
and that they penetrate not beyond the preſent mo- 
ment: In ſhort, that they are unthinking— But, for 
2 perſon of my thoughtful diſpoſition, who. has been 


accuſtomed. to look forward, as well to the paſſible, a8 
to the reer won comfort can L have 3 in . ar 


Ctions? 3 14 | 
But let me Eire, you the particulars, ohe our conver: 


yr ten a little before and m__ Our ſupper- time, Join: ü 
is both 1 in One. 7 2003177 "oY 513303 1 1 e 


- 


S 
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When we were alone, he beſought me (I cannot 
ay but with all the tokens of a paſſionate and reſpect- 
ful tenderneſs) to be better reconciled to myſelf, and 
to him: He repeated all the vows of honour and in- 
violable affection that he ever made me: He promiſed 
to be wholly governed by me in every future ſtep: 
He aſked me to give him leave to propoſes; Whether 
* choſe to ſet out next day to either of his Aunts ?? 

I 'was ſilent. I knew not e e nor what 
to do. | 9 te n * Þ 

Whether I choſe to Wes grind lodgings procured | 


| me, in either of thoſe Ladies e as were 


once my thoughts? _— SS 
- I was ſtill ſilent. 75 
Whether I choſe to go to eicher of Lord M'sSeats 
that of Berks, or that in the county we were in? 
In lodgings, L faid, e enn where he was not 
not to be. #500 WH; Us 
He had promiſed This, he owned j and be would 
wligioutty keep to his word, as ſoon as he found ll 
danger of purſuit over; and that I was fettled to my 
mind. But, if the plate were indifferent to me, Lon- 
don was the ſafeſt, and the moſt private: And his 
'telations ſhould all viſit me there, the moment 1 
thought fit to admit them. His Couſin Charlotte, 


particularly, ſhould attend me, as my companion, if 


I would accept of her, as ſoon as ſhe was able to go 


abroad. Mean time, would I go to Lady Betty Law—- 


Tance's (Lady Sarah was a melancholy woman)? 1 


8 be the moſt welcome gueſt ſhe ever received. 


I told him, I wiſhed not to go (immediately, how - 


ever, and in the frame I was in, and likely not to be 


out of) to any of his relations: That my reputation 


was concerned, to have him abſent from me: — That, 


if I were in ſome private lodging (the meaner the eſs to 
de ſuſpected, as it would be known, that I went away 
by his means; and he would be ſuppoſed to have pro- 


| need. me handſome accom modations) it would be 


Cs; moſt 


©. * 55 The 6 1 
Dad Gnbis both. to my mind and to my ** 1 
— be beſt, I ſhauld think, in the coun» !“ 
foxes in town for him. And ne Matter how * 
lan ha was known to be there. 1 
? ion e might deliver his pinion, he ſaid, it was, that, F 
ſimas Ldecſined going to any of his relations, London | 
ve e only place in the world to be private in. Every 
newecomer in a country-ton or village excited a cu 
riot y; A perſon of my figure {And many compliments 
he made me] would excite more. Even meſſages and. | 
| Irtters, where none uſed to be brought, would ooca | 
ſion inquiry. He had not provided a lodging any- | - 
where, ſuppoſing I would chuſe to go either to Lon- 
don, where accommodations of that ſort: might be | 
Gxed upon in an bour's time, or to Lady Betty s; or | 
to Lord M's Hertfordſhire Seat, where was houſe: | 
keeper an excellent woman, Mrs, Greme, — = 
other as my Norton. 8 
To be ſure, I ſaid, if I were purſued, it — = 
in their firſt paſſion; and ſome one of his; relations 
houſes would be the place they would en to — 
e at — I knew not what to.do.. | 
My pleaſure ſhould determine him, be aid, be i SF 1 
-what'it would, Only that I were ſafe, was all he was 
ſolieitous about. He had lodgings in town; but he 
did not offer to propoſe them. He knew, .1:would | 
have: more objection to go to them, than I could have 
[to go to Lord M's, orto Lady Betty's... - , 
No doubt of it, I replied, with ſuch an indignation | 
in my manner, as made him run over with profeſſions, 
that he was far from propoſing them, or wiſhing for 
my acceptance of them. And again he repeated, hat 
my Honour and Safety were all he was ſolicitous 
about:; aſſuring me, that my will ſhould be a Lay 49: 
nim, in every particular. * N 
as too peeviſh, and eee alllicted, and in | 
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: * "TI thought myſ I ſaid, 
> vrnew not what rodefermine.wydetr My N. ion, 
now, no doubt, utterly ruined: Deſtitute of — 
| unfit to be ſeen by any- body: My very indigence, is 
I might call it, proclaiming my folly to every one who 
ſa me; who would ſuppoſe that I had been taken at 
| advantage, or had given an undue one; and had rio 
power over either my will or my actions: That 1. 
could not but think 1 had been dealt artfully with: 
hat he had ſeemed to have taken, what he night 
ſuppoſe, the juſt meaſure of my weakneſs, founded 
on my Youth and Inexperience: That I could not for- 
give myſelf for meeting him: That my heart bled for 
the diftreſſes of my Father and Mother, on this occa- 
fion: That I would give the world, and all my hopes 
in it, to-have been ſtill in m Father s houſe, — 
ever had been my uſage: That, let him proteſt and 
vo what he would, I ſaw ſomething low and ſelfiſh in 
his Love, that he could ſtudy to put a young creature 
upon making ſucha ſacrifice of her duty and conſcience: 
When a perſon actuated by a generous Love, muſt 
ſeek to oblige the object of it, in every-thing aH | 
to her honour, and to her peace of mind. 
He was very attentive to all I ſaid ; never offering 
to interrupt me once. His anſwer to vey Ate, 
almoſt methodically, ſhewed his memory. 
What Thad fad, he told me, had made him very 
grave; and he would anſwer accordi 
* He was grieved at his heart, to find that he had 
ſo little ſhare in my favour or confidence. 
rA As to my Reputation (he muſt be very ſincere with 
at | me) that could not ſuffer half ſo much by the ſtep 
ws. * 1 b greatly regretted to have taken, as by.the con- 
all + t, and equally fooliſh and unjuſt treatment, 
1 had met with from my relations: That every- 
„mouth was full of blame of them, of my Brother | 
= © and Siſter particularly; and of wonder at my pa- 
25 _-o— 
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Sede believed more than once, That my friends 
8 themſelves expected, that I ſhould. —— a proper 
opportunity to free myſelf from their perſecutions; 


x why elſe did they confine me? That my exalted 
character as he called it, would ſtill bear me out, 


with thoſe who knew Ae; who knew my Brother's 


— 


8 and Sifler's motives; and who eu the mich they 


were for compelling me to have. 


With regard to cloaths.; Who, 3 — 


4 circumſtanced, - could expect that I ſhould: be able 
* to bring away any others than thoſe I had on at the 


time? For preſamt uſe or wear, all the Ladies of 


his ſamily would take a pride to ſupply me: For 
s Future, e product of the beſt — not only 
in England, but throughout the world, were at my 
0 command. 

If wanted eoneys. a be ſhould 
* be proud to ſupply me: Would to heaven, he 


might preſume to hope, there were an oneinggeſt | 


„between us!“ 

And then he would fain * had. me to, acceps of 
x} 8 Dk Note of an hundred Pounds; which, unawares 
to me, he put into my hand: But which, va 
be ſure, I refuſed with warmth. 

He was inexpreſſibly ericved and 13 be 

«; ſaid, to hear me ſay he had acted artfuliy hy me. 

He came provided. according to my confirmed ap- 


pointment ¶ A wretch,. to upùraid me thus I] to re- 


deem me from my perſecutors; and little expected 
a change of ſentiment, and that he ſhould have fo 
« much difficulty to prevail upon me, as he had met 
with: That perhaps I might think his offer to go inte 


the garden with me, and to face my aſſembled rela- 


tions, was a piece of Art only: But that if I did, I 


*.wronged him: Since, to this hour, ſeeing my ex- 


5 ceſſive uncaſineſs, he wiſhed with all his ſoul he had 
been permitted to accompany me in. It was always 


8 bio gaxic to brave — danger, Tuuur : 
>> e 
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turn) be would have attended me into the hot 


him at a midnight hour, as once or twice 
0 do; and that would have been more terrible ſtill. 


Mifs Curia Harlowe, = - 


| < ers, where chey have an opportunity es put ior 
& their threats, were ſeldom to be feared. 


1 death's wounds as there were perſons in my fami 


4.he' been aſſured of a private ſtab, Ropers me 
e made — as he ſhould have been by my 


br 6 
5 

So, my dear, what I have to do, is to bold myfelf 

inexcuſable for meeting ſuch a determined and ada 
cious ſpirit; that's all! I have hardly any queſtion 

now, but that he would have contrived ſome wicked 

em or other to have got me awa ways had I met 

had thoughts 


He concluded this part of his talk, with ſaying, : That 
s © he doubted not, but that had he attended: me in he 


.© ſhould have come off in every one's opinion ſo well, 
Luna be ſhould have had general rave: to-renew his A 


S: yidiese?- © 0.49988 e ugly; 36 


| ms ood fe muſt be ſo bold-ae-to-til the: 


that he ſhould have paid a viſit of this kind (hut in- 
© deed accompanied by ſeveral of his truſty friends) 
© had I not met him; and that very afternoon'too'; 


4. for he could not tamely let the dreadful Wedneſ- 


day come, without en ewe effort og change 
© their determinations,” EYE 
2 e my dear, was to be dads with fuch a man! 
That therefore for my ſake, as well as for his 
0 own, he had reaſon to wiſh that a diſeaſe ſo deſpe- 


rate had been attempted to be overcome by as deſpe- 


rate a remedy, We all know, ſaid he, that great 
* ends are ſometimes brought about by the very means 
$ by which they are endeavoured to be fruſtrated??- 

My preſent ſituation, I am ſure, W nne 


a ſad evidence of this trutb! 1 2 


I was ſilent all this time. My blans was ae 


turned inward. Sometimes, too, I was half-frighted at 


his audaciouſneſs: At others, had the leſs inclination 
2 him, being exceſſively. fatigued, _— 
e 5 pirits 


9 The: sehr K 


ſpirits ſunk to nothing, with the vieweven of the beſt 


proſpests with ſuch a man. 


This gave him opportunity to ned 10 And chat ; 
2 he did; aſſuming a ſtill more ſerious air. : 

As to what further remained for — to a. in 
< anſwer to what 1 had ſaid, he hoped I would par- 
don him; but, upon his Soul, he was concerned, 


< infinitely concerned, he repeated (his colour and 


his voice riſing) that it, was neceſſary for him to ob- 


© ſerve, how much 1 choſe rather to have run the 
riſque of being Solmes's Wife, than to have it in my 
power to reward a man, who, I muſt forgive him, 


had been as much inſulted on my account, as J had 


been on his—who had watched my commands, and 


(pardon me, Madam) every changeable motion of 


your pen, all hours, in all weathers, and with a 
chearfulneſs and ardor, that nothing but the moſt 
« faithful and obſequious paſſion could inſpire.” 


1 now, my dear, began to revive into a little more 


-warmth of-attention.— 
And all, Madam, for whey 1. How! I ſtared | 
for he ſtopt then a. moment or two—* Only, went he 
on, to prevail upon you to free yourvelt from unge 
nerous and baſe oppreſſiong-- | | 
Sir, Sir! indignantly faid I- 
Hear me but out, deareſt Madam 1 bales 1s 


full—I m ſpeak what I have to ſay--To be told | 


© (for your words are yet in my ears, and at my heart?) 


that you would give the world, and all your hopes in 


it, to have been ſtill in you cruel and e Fi 
< ther's houſe— _ 
Not a ue Sir, bind my Father — will not 


'bearth 

Nor had: born joww uſage: —And you have 
8 — Madam, againſt all probability, if you be 
© lieve you ſhould have avoided being Solmes's Wife: 
That I have — you upon La your Duty an 


0 8 et, ä ſee you not Meſh 
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Miſs Clariſſa ad. 39 
contradiction that your warmth of temper has ſur- 


priſed you into, when the reluctance you ſhewed to 
* the laſt to leave your perſeoutors, has cleared your 


Conſcienee from the leaſt reproach of this ſortꝰ 


O Sir! Sir! are you ſo critical then? Are you 0 
light i in your anger, as to dwell upon words ? | 

Indeed, my dear, 1 have — thought, that his 
anger was not owing to that ſudden 1mipetys, which 
cannot be eaſily bridled; but rather was a ſort of 
able anger, let looſe to- intimidate ne. 
Forgive me, Madam -I have juſt — 


| & not; in your on opinion, hazarded my liſe to re- 
deem you from oppreſſion Vet is not my reward, 


© after all, precarious? For, Madam, have you not 


1 conditioned with me (and, hard as the condition is, 


* moſt ſacredly will I obſerve it) that all my hope m 
5 —.— That —— —— to have it in 


„eee ene N 


pleaſe ? 


See, my dear! In every reſpe&t my condition | 
changed for the worſe || Is it in my power to take 
your advice, if I n dank it ever ſo right to take 
it (a n | 
£ 2 have you not farchvemort" declared, pro- 


ceeded he, that you will engage to renounce me for © 


© ever, if your friends inſſi upon that cruel” renuncia- 


* bee reer ee ee, e td 


la) Clarifla has "_ tn As WII to Mr. nm in their 
of converſation at St. Fo was» and afterwards . too much reſerve, 
Bye with haughtineſs. Surely thoſe who have thought her to 
dlame on this account, have not paid a due attention to the Story. Ho\ 
early, as above, and in what immediately follows, does he remind her 
A the terms of diſtance which ſhe preſcribed to him, before ſhe was 
in his power, in hopes to leave a door open for the reconciliation with er ber 
friends which her heart was fet upon? And how artfully does he (un- 
required) promiſe to obſerve the conditions, . which ſhe, in her preſent 
Grcumſtances and ſituation (in purſuance of Miſs Howe's advice) would 
Uladly have diſpenſed with? To ſay nothing of the reſentment which 
the. was under 750 e to ſhew, at the manner of his getting ber 


away, in order to juſtify to him the ſincerity of be 1 to 
wit Bim. See, A Ne Fublequent Lit d „1 Howe, K e . 
| tun ſenſe 8 thi Span 


As 1 ſee I am but too likely to do, from your prefent 


my duty, 1 ſhould have ſpared you much of it. 


— —— ͤ ä&à₄ʒ⁴i4ä ——————ů——ñ—ñ—ñ—jv—v᷑˖— ̃ ²˙—.¼4õ lt.. 
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fore; and I wanted only to ſee him, and to be heard; 


9 had principal weight with ws; " bu 


40 4] Wenne br of + 3 
But — Madam, all the merit of hav- 


oy ing ſaved you from an odious compulſion, ſhall be 
mine. I glory in it, thoꝰ I were to loſe you for ever 


% diſpleaſure; and eſpecially, yaur _ yy a 

« the terms you are ready to comply witz. iq 
That you are your own-miſtreſs, thro my. mining, 

is, I repeat, my boaſt. As ſuch, I humbly implore 


your favour And that only upon the conditions I have 


yielded to hope for it. As I do le humbly (the 
proud wretch falling on one knee) your forgiveneſs; 
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* \ ied to utter by my lips. 41 

O dir, pray riſe Let the obliged kneel, if one of 
us muſt nel But nevertheleſs, proceed not i in this 
ſtrain, I beſeech you. Tou have had a great deal of 
trouble about me: But had you let me know #m-time, 
that you expected to be rewarded for it at the price of 


Far be it from me, Sir, to depreciate merit to & 
extraordinary. But let me ſay, that had it not been 
for the forbidden correſpondence I was teazed by y | Þ 

m 
hi 


into; and which I had not continued (every Letter for 
many Letters, intended to be the laſt) dat becauſe l 


thought you a ſufferer from my friends; I had not been 
either confined or il|-treated: Nor would my Bro in 


ther's low- meant violence AVG: had: a foundation to! 
| work upon. e „. 


I am far from thinking my a would ng ders jy th 
very deſperate as you imagine, had I ſtaid. My F# | 
ther loved me in his heart: He would not ſee me be 


and a delay-of his ſentence was the leaſt thing Lexpectel 
from the tryal I was to 

You are boaſting of your merits, Sint Let merich 
your boaſt: Nothing elſe can attract me. If per ſanil 4 


, N 
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W. Solmes's disfavour, or in your favour, I ſhould deſpiſe 
be e,: If you value yourſelf upon them, in preference 
er to the char wy of the poor Solmes, I ſhall deſpiſe u 
nt | Lou may glory in your fanſied merits in getting 
don me away: But the cauſe of PR glory,” 1 _ Ou 
„ plainly, is my ſhame. +», 

ns, | Make to yourſelf a. ade to my regar 47 bien Iwn 
Dre better approve of; or elſe you — bave ſo much 
„merit with me, as you have withigourfelfs 4 
the But here, Sir, like the firſt pair (L, at leaſt, 2 
1s, ven out of my paradiſe) are we recriminating. 

in! more ſhall you need to tell me of your Sufferings, — 
des r. Merits your All hours, — All weathers l For 
Iwill bear them in memory as long as L live; and if 
of it be impoſſible for me to reuard them, be ever ready 
his to oon the obligation. All that 1 deſire of you now, 
of is, to leave ĩt to myſelf to ſeek for ſome private abode: 
mt, —— you to London, or elſewhere: 
And, if I have any further occaſion for your affiſt- 
I ance and protection, I will ſignify it nn and be 
fo fill cher of obliged to you. | 
een | ++ You are warm, added lifel—Bur indeed here 
z0u | no occaſion for it. Had 1 any views unworthy of 
for my faithful Love for you, I: —_ not haue been 1o 


ſel} honeſt in my declarations: tt {2220} O72 weueltz 
een Then he * b to vow hy finceriry . his 
ro | intentions, Lat eee 4s eee 


to] But I took bim up — Tit am willing to believe 
? you, Sir. It would be inſupportable but to ſuppoſe 
18 there were a neceſſity for ſuch ſolemn declarations [At 
F# || this he ſeemed to collect himſelf, as I may ſay, into 
bea little more circumſpection ]. If I thought: there 
rd were, I would not ſit with you here, in a public Inn, 
TLaſſure you, altho' cheated hither, as far as I know, 
by methods (Vou muſt excuſe me, Sir I) which but 
to ſuſpect, will hardly let me have patience either 
with you or with myſelf. But no more of this, juſt 
now: n me I beſeech you, good Sir, bowing I 
1 | Was 


* 


- 
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was very * 1] let me only know whether you in- 
tend to leave me; or whether I have only eſcaped 
from one confinement to another? 


Cbeated hither, as far as you hnow,” Madam Let 


you &now (and with that air too, charming, though 
grievous to my heart!) if you have only eſcaped fron 
mgm ergo: amet! perfectly amaze- 

ing! And can there be a neceſſity for me to anſwe 
this? — Tou are abſolutely your own -miſtreſs.—{t 
were very ſtrange, if you were not. The moment 


you are in a place of ſafety, 1 will leave you. To 


one condition only, give me leave to beg your conſent; 
It is chis: That you will be pleaſed, now you are 
intirely in your own power, to renew a promiſe v. 
tuntarily made before; woluntartly, or I would not nay 
preſume to requeſt it ; for altho I would not be thought 
capable of grawing upon conceſſion, yet I cannot bear 
to think — the ground your goodneſs had given 
me room to hope Ie: That, make up 
bow you pleaſe with your relations, you will ners 
'* marry any other man, while I am living and fingls 


4. unleſs Lſhould- be ſo wicked as e een 1 


46 for high diſpleaſure. +: 1 264 5708 


- heſitate not to confirm this bn, Sir, upa 1 


your own condition. In IP CARE 3 
me to confirm it?: 9585 

Only, Madam, by your word, ag pronthen 5 
Then I never will. | | 


He had the aſſurance (1 nei ——— . 


| -fahuts me as a ſealing of my promiſe, as he called it 
His motion was ſo —— that I was not aware of i 


It would have looked Fectæd to be very angry; ya 


J could not be pleaſed, conſidering this as a leadig 
freedom, from a ſpirit ſo audacious and ern 
And he might ſee, that I was not. ot 


He paſſed all that by with an air peculiar. aol | 


| ſelf— Enough, enough, deareſt Madam] And noh 
en beg of you but to p this n uner 
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ſineſs, which gives ine to apprehend too much for 
my jealous love to bear; and it ſhall be my whole 


endeavour to deſerve your favour; and to make you 
2 happieſt woman in e world; 2 1 ſhall be the | 


ieſt of men. 
I broke from him to write to you my precedin 


* ; but refuſed to ſend it by his fervant, as I 


you. The miſtreſs of the houſe helped me to a meſ- 


enger; who was to carry what yow ſhould give him to 
Lord Mͤ's Seat in Hertfordſhire,” directed for Mrs. 
Gteme the houſekeeper there. And early in the 


morning, for fear of purſuit, we were to ſet out that 
And there he propoſed to exchange the ehariot 


Way : 
and fix for a chaiſe and · pair of his own, which he had 


at that Seat, as it would be a loſs · noticed eonveyanee. 
-I looked over my litile ſtoek of money; and found 

it to he no more than Seven guineas and ſome ſilver: 

The reſt of my ſtock was but Fifty guineas, and hut 


five more than I thought it was, When my _ 


challenged me as to the ſum I had by me (a): And 
thoſe I left in my of little intending to 1 
away with him. AOL 2h 10 n b 

Indeed my caſe — with-a) hoeking ae 6f 


| indelicate circumſtances” Among the teſt,” I was 


forced to account to him, who knew I could” have! no 
cloaths but what I had on, how I came te have linen 
with you (for he could not but 3 J ſent for it); 
left he ſhould imagine I had an eirly def gn to go away 


1 with him, and made that a part of the 3 4 


. e. va. I 5. 294, 295. 


He moſt heartily wiffied, he ſuid, 
fake, that your Mother would have afforded me het 
protedtion;; and delivered himſelf upon this ſubject 
with equal freedom and concern. 

There are, my dear Miss Howe, a multivnde" of 
punctilios and deobrums, which a young creature muſt = 


diſpenſr with, who in a ſituation like mine, makes a 


n the intimate n dn was b I could 
1 E now, 


or my minds 


a The Hisrory. of 


now, I dill, give twenty reaſons ſtronger than any 
have heretofore mentioned, why women of the 4 
delicacy ſhould never think of i incurring the danger and 
diſgrace of taking the ſtep I have been drawn in to takt 
but with horror and averſion ;| and why they ſhoulf 


look upon the man who ſhall tempt then to ach as u 


vileſt and moſt ſelfiſh of 3 5 


2 

Bx FORE fi 60 dock (Tueſday 0 " cos 
ſervant came up to tell me, my Brother was ready, an 
that breakfaſt alſo waited for me in the parlour. - went 


down with a heart as heavy as my eyes, and received 


great acknowlegements and compliments from him 


on being ſo ſoon dreſſed, and ready (as he interpreteſ 
1050 to continue our journey. 

Fe had the thought which I had not (for what had 
L to do with thinking, who had it not when 1 ſtood 
moſt in need of it ) to purchaſe for me a velvet hood 
and a ſhort cloak, trimmed with ſilver, without ſays 4 
ing any · thing to me. He muſt reward himſelf, t 


artful incroacher ſaid, before the landlady and hel 


maids and niece, for his forethought ; and would ſalute 
bis pretty ſullen Siſter He took his reward; * 
as he ſaid, a tear with it. While he aſſured me, 
before chem vile wretch!). that I had nothing t 
fear from nn with Parents WhO ſo dearly hoy 
me. cun_{ - 

_ _ could 7 be complaſent, my dur, 15 fach. a ht 
as ents | : 
When we had got into the chaript, ey it began t 
move, he aſked me, whether I had any objection to FE, 
to Lord M's Hertfordſhire Seat! ? His Lordi 
faid, was at his Berkſhire one. 

I told him, I choſe not to gs as. yet, to wag 
his relations; for that would indicate a plain defiance 
to, my own. My choice was, to go to a priy i "mb 
lodging, and for him to be at a diſtance from me: 7 
leaſt, till 1 heard how —_— were 9 "by of 


N 15 Clariſſa Hatlowe. =_— ”: 


1 friends—For that altho“ I had but little hopes of -a 
740 Reconciliation as it was; yet if they knew I was in 
and bis protection, or in that of any of his friends (which 


ke; wauld be looked upon as the ſame vg there would | 


dull een. for any hopes at all. Tk 1 ns, 


the | I ſhould govern him as I pleaſed, he ſolemnly aſſired 


= me, in every-thing. - But he ſtill thought London was 
I the beſt place for me; and if I were once ſafe there, 
and in a lodging to my liking, he would go to M. Hall. 
But, as I approved not of W 7 one rey it 
no further. IE 
He propoſed, and 1 nas; to pile up 5 an te 
in the neighbourhood of The Lawn (as he called Lord 
M's Seat in this County). ſince I choſe not to go 
thither. And here! got two hours to myſelf; which 
| told him I ſhould paſs in writing another Letter to 
you (meaning my narrative, which, tho” greatly fa- 
tigued, I had begun at St. Albans) and in one to my 
Siſter, to appriſe the family (whether they were ſoli- 
citous about it or not) that [1 
y cloaths, ſome particular books, and the fifty 
1 The had left in my eſeritoire, might be ſent me. 
21 had conſidered ROE + to. have 
them directed. 
Indeed not I, I told him: I, was A ranger o 
; 80 was he, he. interrupted. me; 5 but it e him 
by chance —- | 
„Wicked ſtory teller! en 4 5505 
But, added ts, T will. tell you, 8 haw it 
{hall be managed—IFf you don't chuſe to go to Lon- 
don, it is, nevertheleſs, beſt, that your relations ſhould 
+308 think you there; for then they will abſolutely. deſpair. 
of finding you. If you write, be pleaſed to direct, 
8 2 be left for you, at Mr. Oſgood's, near Soho- 
ſquare, Mr. Oſgood is a man of reputation: And 
this will effectual y amuſe them. 
: Amuſe them, my dear Amuſe whom MV Fa- 


ee ready, you fee 1 | 1 


was well; and to beg that: 


nf n Uncle But it muſt be fo!-—Al his 


2223 :::: 
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1 had no objection to this: And I have written * 
cordiagh. But what anſwer I ſhall have, or whether 
any's that is what gives me no ſmall anxiety. — 

This, however, is one conſolation, that, if I havy 
an anſwer, and altho my Brother ſhould be the writer 
it cannot be more ſevere than the treatment I "_ 
late received from him and my Siſter. 

Mr. Lovelace ſtaid out about an hour and laſt; nbd 
then came in; impatiently ſending up to me no ik 
than four times, to deſire admittance. But I'ſent him 
word as often, that I was buſy; and at. laſt, that J 
ſhould beſo, till dinner were ready. He then haſtened 
that, as Iheard him now-and-then, with A hearty curſe 
upon thegook and waiters. | | 

This is another of his perſe tions. 1 venture 
afterwards to check him for bis free words, as: we fat 
at dinner. K 22 
„Having Lend bins ende hieduiuant which hetouſ 
 whomy nevertheleſs,  he' owns to be a good one; It [ 
a fad life, ſaid I, theſe Innkeepers live, Mr. Lovelace. 

No; pretty well, I believe But why, Madam 
chin you, that fellows, who eat and drink at othif 
ann ould buky 
titled to-pity? 1 

Becauſe of the ſoldiets they are'oblig red to quarter; 
who: are generally, I believe, wretelſed profligates, 
Bleſs me! ſaid I, how I heard one of them ſwear and 
curſe, juſt now, at a modeſt mee man; à8 I Judg 
hy his low voice, and gentle anſwers!—Well do t nel 
make it a proverb Lite a trooper !- 1 

He bit his lip; aroſe; turned upon his heel; -p 
to the glaſs; and looking confidently abaſſied, ft 1 
ſo ſay. Ay, Madam, faid he, theft troopers"are 5 
Fearing fellows, I think their officersſhould chef 
them for it. 

I am ſure they define chaſtifemerit, replied 1 
For Swearing is a moſt many vice; and Curſing 
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a0 want of power, and his wickedneſs at the ſame time: 
her for, gud: ſuch a one. pou. as he Jenks, he would 
be a fiend 
* eee N by my Soul, Madam Erne 
e nent trooper hear ſwear and curſe, I'll tell him what 
of an unmanly, and what a poor wretely he is. 
Mrs. Greme came to pay her duty to me, as Mr. 
ad kanelice called it; and was very urgent with me to 
«| 0 to her Lord's houſe; letting me know what hand- 
: | fome things ſhe had heard her Lord, and his two 

Nieces, and all;.the family, ſay of me; and what 
ed | wiſhes for ſeveral months paſt they had'put up for the 

| honour ſhe now hoped would ſoon be done them all. 

' This gave me ſome ſatisfaction, as it confirmed 
lei from the mouth of a very good ſort of woman all 
chat Mr. Lovelace had told me. 

Upon inquiry about a private lodging, the whom: 
au mended me to a Siſter- in- law of hers, eight miles from 

48 thence—Where I now am. And — pleaſed me 
ce, the better, was, that Mr, Lovelace (of whom I could 

dee ſhe was infinitely obſervant) obliged her, of his 
eon motion, to accompany: me in the chaiſe ; himſelf 
in, riding on horſeback, with his two ſervants, and one: 
Def Lord M's, And here we arrived”: . 
e' clock. 
But, as I told you in my former; thentodgings are 
ang} inconvenient. Mr. Lovelace indeed found great fault 
uch them: And told Mrs. Greme (who had faid, that 
they were not worthy of us) that they came not up 
even to her account of them. As the houſe was a 
mile from a town, it was not proper for him, he faid, 
v be ſo far diſtant from me, left any thing ſhould hap⸗ 
ben: And yet the apartments were not ſeparate and 
en fin enough for me to like them, he was ſure. 
. This muſt be un enough from him, you will 
ienre. 
Mis. Greme and 1 had a good deal of talk in the 
e about him: She was very eaſy — 
2 Wers 


| 48 The HIS Ton of 


anſwers to all I aſked ; and has, I find, a very ſeriow 
turn. 

I led her on to ay to the following effect; och 
part of it not unlike what Lord M's diſmiſſed Bailiff 
had faid before; by which I find that all the ſervants 
have a like opinion of him. | 
That Mr, Lovelace was a generous man: That , 
was hard to ſay, whether the ſervants of her Lord's 
family loved or feared him moſt : That her Lord had 


. 


Aunts were no leſs fond of him: That his Couſim 
Montague were as good- natured young Ladies at 
ever lived: That Lord M. and Lady Sarah and 
Lady Betty had propoſed ſeveral 7 — to him, be 
4 7 rag he made his addreſſes to me; and even ſince; 
« deſpairing to move me and my friends in his favour 
hut that he had no thoughts of marrying at all, ſhe 
had heard him ſay, if it were not to me: That as wel 
« hex Lord as the two Ladies his Siſſers were. a good 
deal concerned at the ill- uſage he received from my 
c family-: But admired my character, and wiſhed u 


: 
a 6G. K a 


La 


s bave him married to me (altho* I were not to have 


© a ſhilling) i in preference to any other perſon, from 
the opinion that they had of the influence I ſhould 
« have over him. That, to be ſure, Mr. Lovelace 
Was a wild-gentleman: But wildneſs was a diſtem- 
per which would cure itſelf. That her Lord de- 
lighted in his company, whenever he could get it: 
But that they often fell out; and his Lordſhip wa 
always forced to ſubmit Indeed, was half-afraid 
of him, ſhe believed; for Mr. Lovelace would do 
as he pleaſed. She mingled a thouſand pities often, 
that he ated not up to the talents lent him Ve 
would have it, that he had fine qualities to found] 
Reformation upon; and, when the happy day came) 


a 6 GO GA, 


a very great affection for him: That his two noble 


— 


. 2 22 of” 3) ot 


< would make amends for all: And of this all bis friend} | 


were ſo aſſured, that they wiſhed: for” m b 
. 6, e as for his marriage. 1 


| his tranſports. In one * ir is To his triumph, my 


© 
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This, indifferent « as it toy is better than my Deothar : 
fays of him. 
The peo 


v4 EA S 


Ag. "She is a Em up has two 4 55 men been 
who vie with each other which ſhall take moſt pains 
in promoting the common good; and they are both of 
them, I already ſee, more reſpectful to two modeſt 


No other women their Siſters, than my Brother was to 
"I believe I muſt ſtay here longer than at firſt x 


thought I ſhould. 


Lought to have noticed; that, before I ſet out for 
this place, I received your kind letter (a). Every-thing | 
is kind from ſo dear a friend. 

Ion, that after I had told you of my abſolute 
determination not to go away with him, > perky. mi < 
well be ſurpriſed, at your firſt hearing that 


If ally gone. The Lord bleſs me, my dear, I myſelf, * 


times, can hardly believe it is I, har have been led 


0 to take ſo ſtrange a ſtep. 


+Þhave not the better opinion of Mr. Lovelace for | 
his extt t volubility. He is too full of profeſ- 
ſions. He ſays too many fine things of me, and to me. 
True beloved; true value, I think, lies not in words: 
Words cannot expreſs it: The filent awe, the humble, 
the doubting eye, and even the heſitating voice, better 
oY it by en _—_ as our beloved Sy 
Od | 
Nr — 7 2 rattling tongue 
07 ſaucy and audacious eloquence. : 


be man indeed at times is all upon the 1 SE 


one of his phraſes ; but; to my ſhame and confuſion, 
1 muſt ſay, that I know too well to what to attribute 


5 III. 5 dear. 


(a) See Vol, U. 2 303% 
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dear. And, to impute it to that perhaps equally & ex· 
poſes my vanity, and condemns my folly. 

We have been alarmed with notions of a purſuit, 
founded upon a Letter from his intelligencer. 

How do different circumſtances either ſanctify or 
condemn the ſame action] — What care ought we to 
take not to confound the diſtinctions of. right and 
wrong, when Se, comes into the queſtion -I con- 
demned in Mr. Lovelace the corrupting of a ſervant 
of my Father's; and now I am glad to give a kind of 
indirect approbation of that fault, by inquiring of 
him what he hears, by that or any other way, of the 
manner in which my relations took my flight. A 
preconcerted, fo forwand; and artful flight, it muſt un- 
| doubtedly appear to them. How grievous is that to 

think o Vet how, as I am ſituated, can 1 pu 
them right? 

Moſt heavily, he are they tabe it; but FOR not 
| fo much grief as rage. And he can hardly have pas 
| tience to hear of the virulence and menaces of my 
Brother againſt himſelf. Then a merit is raade to me 
of his forbearance. 

What a fatifaQion am I robbed of, my -deatef 
friend, when I refle& upon my inconſiderateneſs | 0 
that I had it ſtill in my power to ſay I fuferd 
wrong, rather than did wrong ! That others were more 
wanting in their kindneſs to me, chan I in duty (where ; 3 
* is owing) to them | 

ie upon me!] for meeting the 8 a 
end as happily as it ow 44 I have laid up for mp: 
ſelf remorſe for my whole life. - : | 

What ſtill more concerns me is, that every time] 
ſee this man, I am ſtill at a greater loſs than before 
what to make of him. T watch every turn of hi 
countenance: And 1 think I fee very deep lines in ib 7 
He looks with more meaning, I verily think, tha e 
he uſed to look; yet not more ſerious; not leſs gay 

I don't know how he looks—But with more conf 
| 4 9 0 
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dence « grout « deal than formerly; and yet he never 


wanted that 
But here is ; the thing : Thehold him with fear now, 


as conſcious of the power my indiſcretion has given 


him over me. And well may he look more elate, 
when he fees me deprived of all the ſelf-ſuppoſed fig- 
nifcance, which adorns and exalts a perſon who has 
been accuſtomed to reſpect; and who now, by a 
conſcious inferiotity, allows herſelf to be overcome, and 
in a ſtate of obligation, as I may ſay, to a man who 
from an humble ſuitor to her for her favour, aſſumes 
the conſequence and airs of a protector. : 
IJ ſhall ſend this, as my former, by a poor man, who 


travels every day with pedlary matters. He will leave 


it at Mrs. Kiollys' as you diredtitt. 

If you hear any- f my Father and Mother, 
and of their health, gms oth my friends were affected 
by my unhappy ſtep, pray be ſo good as to write me 


a few lines by the meſſenger, if his waiting for them | 
can be known to you. 


Fax am afraid to aſk you, Whether, upon reading 
that part of my narrative already in your nn. * 
think DP ſort of extenuation lies for 
| Your unhappy © 
CARE MARLOWE. 15 


LETTER VI. 


Mr. Lone ese To Joun Bzrironp, Es: f 


„ Wedn. Apr. 11, 12. 
ou claim my . I will be as particular 


as poſſible, it in an ning 'paſſes between me and 

goddeſs. Indeed, I never had a more illuſtrious dub 
jeQ to exerciſe n. And, moreover, I have 
leiſure; for by her good-will, my acceſs would be as 
difficult to her, as that of the humbleſt ſlave to an 
Eaſtern Monarch. N othing, then but inelination to 
write can be wanting: 13 and 

your 


your obliging attendance-upon me at the White Hart, 
will not excuſe That, I will endeavour to keep my 
I parted with thee and thy brethren, with a full 
reſolution, Os. — rejoin ye, if - once 
again diſappointed me, in order to go together (at- 

| —— ſervants, for ſhew-ſake) to the 3 
Father; and demand audience of the tyrant upon the 
freedoms taken with my character. In ſhort, to have 
tried by fair means, if fair would do, to make him 

Change his reſolutions; and treat his charming Daugh- 
ter with leſs inhumanity, and me with more civility. 
I told thee my reaſons for not going in ſearch of x 
Letter of countermand. I was right; for, if I had, I} he 
ſhould have found ſuch. a one; and had I received it, | 
ſhe would not have met me. Did ſhe think, that in 
after I had been more than once diſappointed, I would ti 
not keep her to her promiſe; that I would not hold 
her to it, when I had got her in ſo deeply? ad 
The moment I heard the door unbolt, I was ſurf} a 

of her. That motion made my heart bound to my we 
throat. But when That was followed with the pre- hat 
ſence of my charmer, flaſhing upon me all at once] 1; 
in a flood. of brightneſs, ſweetly dreſſed, tho' all un-: tru 


prepared for a: journey, I trod air, and hardly thought} he; 
myſelf a mortal... | fhe 


Thou ſhalt judge of her dreſs, as, at the momen det 
I firſt beheld her, ſhe appeared to me, and as, upol] tha 
a nearer obſervation, ſhe really was. I am a Critic ] 
thou knoweſt, in womens dreſſes. Many a one hare} pad 

1 taught to dreſs, and helped to undreſs. But there der, 
is ſuch a native elegance in this Lady, that ſhe furfÞ in a 

pa all that I could imagine ſurpaſſing. But tha lg 

er perſon adorns what ſhe. wears, more than drei bf d 


can adorn her; and that's her excellence. __Þ| wo 
Expect therefore a faint: ſketch- of her admirably O. 
| perſon with her dreſs. 5ST. ALOE. 


| Her wax-like fleſh (for, after all, fleſh and bla dou 
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1think the is) by its delicacy and firmneſs, anſwers 
8 


for the ſoundneſs of her health. Thou haſt often 
heard me launch out in praiſe of her complexion. I 


never in my life beheld a ſkin ſo illuſtriouſiy fair. The 


Lily and the driven Snow it is nonſenſe to talk of: 


Her Lawn and her Laces one might indeed compare 


to thoſe: But what a whited wall would a woman ap- 
pear to be, who had a complexion which would ju- 


ſtify ſuch unnatural compariſons? But this Lady is all 


glowing, all charming fleſh and blood, yet ſo clear, 
that every meandring vein is to be ſeen in all the lovely 
parts of her which cuſtom permits to be viſibleQ. 


Thou haſt heard me alſo deſeribe the wavy Ringlets of 


her ſhining hair, needing neither art nor powder; of it- 
ſelf an ornament, defying all other ornaments; wanton- 
ing in and about a neck that is beautiful beyond deſerip- 
Her head-dreſs was a Bruflels-lace mob, peeuliarly 
adapted to the charming air and turn of her features. 
A ſky- blue ribband illuſtrated that. But altho* the 
weather was ſome what ſharp, ſhe had not on either 


hat or hood; for, beſides that ſhe loves to uſe her- 


ſelf hardily (by which means, and by a temperance 

truly exemplary, ſhe is allowed to have given high 
health and vigour to an originally tender conſtitution) 

ſhe ſeems to have intended to ſhew me, that ſhe was 
determined not to ſtand to her appointment. O Jack! 

that ſuch a ſweet girl ſhould be a rogue! 

Her morning-gown was a pale primroſe- coloured 
paduaſoy: The cuffs and robings curiouſly embroi- 
dered by the fingers of this ever- charming Arachne, 
in a running pattern of violets, and their leaves; the 
ght in the flowers ſilver; gold in the leaves. A pair 
of diamond ſnaps in her ears. A white handkerchief, : 


wrought by the ſame inimitable fingers, . concealed — 
OBE 4 gers, 


ford! what ſtill more inimitable beauties did it 
not conceal !—And I ſaw, all the way we rode, the 
bounding heart (by its throbbing motions I ſaw it!) 
dancing beneath the charming umbrage, 


% 
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Her ruffles were the fame as her mob. Her apron 
a flowered lawn. Her coat white ſatten, quilted: 


Blue ſatten her ſhoes, braided with the ſame colour, 


without lace; for what need has the prettieſt foot 


in the world of ornament? Neat buckles in them: 


And on her charming arms a pair of black velvet 
glove-like muffs, of her own invention; for ſhe makes 
and gives faſhions as ſhe pleaſes.— Her hands, velvet 


of themſelves, thus uncovered the freer to be graſped 


by thoſe of her adorer. | 


I have told thee what were my tranſports, when 


the undrawn bolt preſented to me my long- expected 
eſs. —Her emotions were more ſweetly femi- 


nine, after the firſt moments; for then the fire of her 


ſtarry eyes began to fink into a leſs-dazling languor. 
She trembled: Nor knew ſhe how to ſupport the agi- 
| tations of a heart ſhe had never found ſo ungovernable, 
She was even fainting, when I claſped her in my ſup- 
| Porting arms. What a precious moment That! How 
near, how ſweetly near, the throbbing partners! 
By her dreſs, I ſaw, as I obſerved before, how un- 
prepared ſhe was for a journey; and not doubting her 
intention once more to diſappoint me, I would have 
drawn her after me. Then began a contention the 
moſt vehement that ever I had with woman. It would 
pain thy friendly heart to be told the infinite trouble 
I had with her. I begged, I prayed; on my knees, 
yet in vain, I begged and prayed her to anſwer her 
own appointment: And had I not happily provided for 
ſuch a ſtruggle, knowing whom 1 had to deal with, ! 
had certainly failed in my deſign; and as certainly 

would have accompanied her in, without thee and 
thy brethren: And who knows what might have been 
the conſequencse : 8 
But my honeſt agent anſwering my ſignal, tho 
not quite 


o 
knoweſt J had preſcribed, They are coming! The 

ure coming!—PÞly, fly, my beloved creature, cried, 
| cg drawing 


ſoon as I erpected, in the manner thou 


er eee eee 
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i drawing my ſword with a flouriſh, as if 1 would have 


flain half an hundred of the ſuppoſed intruders; and, 
ſeizing her trembling hands, I drew her after me fo 


ſwiftly, that my feet, winged by Love, could _ 
* | keep pace with her feet, agitated by Fear.—And fo 1 


became her Emperor. 


Pil tell thee all, when I ſee thee: And thou ſhalt _ 
then judge of my difficulties, and of her perverſeneſs. 


And thou wilt rejoice with me at my conqueſt over 
ſuch a watchful and open-eyed charmer. 

But ſeeft thou not now (as I think I do) the wind- 
outſtripping Fair- one flying vom her Love to her Love? 
AIs there not ſuch a game? Nay, flying from friends 


r | ſhe was reſolved not to abandon, to the man ſhe was 


determined not to go off with ?—The Sex! The Sex, 
all over Charming contradiftion !—Hah, hah, hah, 


hah I muſt here muſt here, lay down my pen, 
to hold my ſides; for I muſt have my laugh out now 


the fit is upon me. 

nn FR . 
" TBELIEVE—T believe—Hah, hah, hah !—T believe 
Jack, my dogs conclude me mad: For here has one 


of them popt in, as if to fee what ailed me; or whom 


I had with me. The whoreſon caught the laugh, as 
he went out. —Hah, hah, hah !\—An im pudent dog 
O Jack, kneweſt thou my conceit, and were but 
thy laugh joined to mine, I believe it would hold me 
for an hour longer. je ES | 

But, O my beſt- beloved Fair-one, repine not thou 
at the Arts by which thou ſuſpecteſt thy fruitleſs vi- 
gilance has been over - watched. Take care, that 
thou provokeſt not new ones, that may be ſtill more 
worthy of thee. If once thy Emperor decrees thy 


. fall, thou ſhalt greatly fall. Thou ſhalt have cauſe, . 
if that come to paſs which may come to paſs (for 


why wouldeft thou put off Marriage to ſo long a day, 


as till thou hadſt reaſon to be convinced of my Refor- 
mation, deareſt?) thou 1 have cauſe, never fear, 


- 
7 
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to ſit down: more diſſatisfied with thy Stars, than with 
thyſelf And come the worſt to the worſt, glorious | . 
terms will I give thee. Thy gariſon, with general 
Prudence at the head, and governor: Watchfulneſ. 
| bringing up the rear, ſhall be allowed to march out 
_ all the honours due to ſo brave a reſiſtance. And 
—_ Sex, and all pins, that hear of my ſtratagems, 
cond uct, ſhall acknowlege the fortreſs as 25 
_ — defended. 

© Thou wilt not dare, methinks I hear thee ſay, to 
© attempt to reduce ſuch a- goddeſs as This, to a 
« ſtandard unworthy of her excellencies. It is impoſ- 
© ſible, Lovelace, that thou ſhouldſt intend to break 

< thro? oaths and proteſtations ſo ſolemn.” 

That I did not intend it, is certain. That I do i in- 
tend it, I cannot (my heart, my reverence for her, 
will not let me) ſay. But knoweſt thou not my 
averſion to the State of Shackles ! —And is the not In 

MY POWER? | 
And wilt thou Lovelace, alſo that power, We 

Which what, Belford ? Which I obtained not by 
her own conſent, but again} it. | 

But which thou never hadſt obtained, had ſhe 
not eſteemed thee above all men.“ F 

And which I had never taken ſo mach pains to ob⸗ 
tain, had I not loved her above all women. So far 
upon a par, Jack! And, if thou pleadeſt Honour, 
ought not Honour to be mutual? If mutual, does it 
not imply mutual truſt, mutual confidence? And 
what have I had of that from her to boaſt of? 
Thou knoweſt the whole progreſs of our warfare: 
For a warfare it has truly been; and far, very far, 

from an amorous warfare too. Doubts, miſtruſts, 
upbraidings, on her part: Humiliations the moſt ab- 
. je, on mine. Obliged to aſſume. ſuch airs of Re- 
formation, that every varlet of ye has been afraid 3. 
ſhould reclaim in good earneſt. And haſt thou not 
— frequently obſerved to me, how aukwardly by 
returne 
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returned to my uſual gaiety, after I had been within 


a mile of her Fathers „ alto 1 had not. | 


= „ 
ſhe not deſerve to pay for all b Wonne | 


an honeſt fellow look like an e what a vile | 


13 me d. > 
Then thou knoweſt what a a falſe little rogue ſhe * 


been. How little conſcience ſhe has made of diſap - 


pointing me. Haſt thou not been a witneſs of my 
ravings, on this ſcore?—Have I not, in the height of 
them, vowed Revenge upon the faithleſs Charmer ? 
And, if I na be forfworn, whether I anſwer her 
expectations, or follow my own inclinations; and if. 
the option be in my own eg can 1 heſitate 4a 


moment which to chuſe? 


Then, Ifanſy, by her cireumipotiion, * hep con- 
tinual grief, that ſhe expects ſome miſchief from me. I 
don't care to diſappoint any · body I have a value for. 

But O the noble, the exalted creature! Who can 
avoid heſitating when he thinks of an offence * 


| her? Who can but pity— 


Vet, on the other hand, ſo loth at laſt to venture, . 
tho threatened to be forced into the nuptial fetters- 


with a man, whom to look upon as a rival, is to diſ- 


| myſelf!—So ſullen, now ſhe has iventured |— 
hat title has /he to pity; in 5 


pride would make her diſclaim? 


But I reſolve not any way. I will ſee how her will 
works; and how my will leads me on. I will give 
the combatants fair play. And yet, every time I at- 
tend her, I find that the i is leſs in my power 3; I more 


in hers. © 


Yet, a fooliſh little rogue! tw forbid me to think 
of marriage till I am a reformed man! Till the Im- 
placables of her rd change their n and be- 
come pla cable! 

It is. true, when ſhe was · for making thoſe condi- 


ml 3 think, ny without any, ME E 
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be cheated out of ber ſelf ;, for fo the dear ſoul, as thay; 


_— hear in its place, phraſes it. 
ow it ſwells my pride, to have been able to out- 


_ ok a vigilant Charmer! I am talles by half a 


imagination than I was. Llook down u 
eg hody now. Laſt night I was ſtill more = 


_— every- 
travagant. I took off my hat, as I walked, to ſee if 
the Lace were not ſcorched, ſuppoſing it had bruſhed 
down a ftar; and, before I put it on again, in mere 
wantonneſs, and heart's caſe, 1 was for bulketing tis 
moon. 
In ſhort, my v hole ſaul is joy. When 1 grind 
I laugh mpſelt aſleep: And I awake — laughing 
or ſinging Vet nothing nearly in view, neither 
For why am not yet reformed enough! 
I told thee at the time, if thou — how 
capable this reſtriction was, of being turned upon the 
over - ſcrupulous dear creature, could. I once get her 


. 2 of her Father's houſe; and were I diſpoſed to 


” her for her family's faults, and for the infinite 

— ſhe herſelf had given me. Little thinks ſhe, 
that I have kept an account of both And that, when 
my heart is ſoft, and all her own, I can but turn to 
— memoranda, and harden. myſelf at once. 

O my charmer, look to it! Abate of thy haughty 
airs!” Value not thyſelf upon thy Sincerity, if thou 
art indifferent to me! I will not bear: it Naw, Art 
thou not in my POWER Nor, if thou loveſt me, 
think, that the female affeRation of denying thy Love, 
will avail thee Now, with a heart ſo proud and ſo jea · 
lous as mine? — Remember, ee, that all * 
family-ſins are upon thy head! | 

But, ah! Jack, when I ſee my Angel, when Lam 
admitted to the preſence of this radiant Beauty wal 
| will become of all this 1 jo 
But, be my end what it may, I am obliged, by thy 
penetration, Fair-one, to proceed by. the Sap. fx 
555 and ſoftly. e eee m will 8 be abs, 
ways in my Pena. When 
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Je, 


upon your meeting him, that 


When * to the Univerſity, the ſame courſe of ini- 
tial Studies will qualify the nber for the one Line 
or for the other. The genius ought to point out the 

| future Lawyer, Divine, or Phyſician —8o the ſame 
cautious conduct, with ſuch a vigilance, will do ei- 
ther for the * 72 or for the No- wife. When I re- 
form, I'll marry. Tis time enough for the one, the 
Lady muſt ſay For the other, ſay 11 

But how I Tumble This it is to be in ſuch a ſitua · 
bon; that I know not what to reſolve upon. 

Il tell thee my inclinings, as I proceed. The pres 
and the con*s PI! tell thee: But being got too far frem 
the track I ſet out in, I will eloſe here. I may how- 
ever write every day ſomething, and ſend it as oppor- 


tunity offers. 
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Regardleſß, nevertheless, I hall be in all I write, 


2 accuracy: or of an thing but of 
_ IL and pleature. 4 Pn. 
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Wedneſday Night, April 12. 


1 Have your t narrative, my dear, Yeware the ſame 


noble creature you ever were. Above diſguiſe, 


above art, above attempting to extenuate a failing, 


The only family in the world, yours, ſurely, that 
could have driven ſuch a Daughter upon ſueh extre- 
mities. 
| But you muſt not be fo very much 1 


| #bem, and for the caſo. 


Tou lay the blame ſo properly and ſo- unſpar 
ean be 2 <4 
that ſubject by your werft enemice, were they to ſes 
what you have written 
I am not ſurpriſed, now Ehave roach you narrative, 


that ſo bold and fo contrivi 2 
break h- e * 
euro > You 


+ 
* 
q . 
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.. D ITY at ECT EE ACNE SD, . ! rant i ey ogg ̃ 7˙§—,% r . IT ANTI NENT 527 EOF > EIFS — 


6560 The Hisrory. of | 
ee ood i — h — and ee ; 
ov it out muc er | 
2 comes ny buſtling,” jealous Mother? s | 


Don' r be fo angry at 3 Dig you not do 
for the beſt at the time? As to your firſt fault, the an- 
feering his Letters; it was almoſt incumbent upon 
you to aſſume the guardianſhip of ſuch a family, when 
the Bravo of it had run riot, as he did, and brought 
himſelf into dan iz 
Except your - ED who org no will of her own, 
| have any of them common ſenſe? — _ | 
Forgive me, my dear—Here is chat Rupid Uncle 
Antony of yours. A pragmatical, conceited, poſi· 
tive He came Ry a fearful pucker, and | 
puffed, and blowed, and ped about our hall _ 
parlour," while his meſſage was carried up. _ | 
y Mother was'drefling. Theſe widows are as. 
arched as the bachelors. . She would not ſee him 
in a diſhabille for the world hat can ſbe mean by it? 
His errand was to ſet her againſt you, and to ſhew 
their determined rage on your going away. The iſſue 
proved too eviden Y that this was the principal Ea 
of his viſit. _ 

The odd creature defired to weak with her 7 
I am not uſed to ſuch exceptions ered any viſits 
are made to my Mother. | 
When ſhe —— primm'd out, down ſhe came to kin. ; 
They locked: themſelves in. The two poſitive heads 
were put together—cloſe together 1 ſuppoſe; for I 
liſtened, but could hear nothing diftinQly, tho' they ; 
both ſeemed full of their ſubject. 

T had a good mind, once or twice, to-have.made 
them open * door. Could I have been ſure of 
keeping but tolerably my temper, I would have de- 
manded admittance. But I was afraid, if I had ob- 

e * that L — have 3 it was my * | 
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houſe, and been for turning him out of it. To come 


to rave againſt and abuſe my deareſt, deareſt, fault: 
leſs friend! and the ravings to be encouraged, and 


perhaps joined in, in order to juſtify themſelves; the 


one for contributing to drive that dear friend out of her 
Father's houſe; the other for refuſing her a temporary 


| 2 till the Reconciliation could have been effect- 
29 


which her dutiful heart was ſet upon; and which 
it would have become the love which my Mother had 
ever pretended for you, to have mediated for Could 
I have had patience! e e 
The 7/ue, as I ſaid, ſnewed what the errand was 
Its firſt appearance, after the old fuſty fellow was 
marched off [You muſt excuſe me, my dear] was in 
a kind of gloomy, Harlowe-like reſervedneſs in my 
Mother; which, upon a few reſenting flirts of mine, 
was followed by a rigorous prohibition of correſpond- 


* 


ence. 


* 


This put us, you may ſuppoſe, upon terms not the 


moſt agreeable. I deſired to know, If I were prohi- 


6 


bited dreaming of you? For, my dear, you have all 
my ſleeping, as well as waking hours. 
I can eaſily allow for your correſpondence with 

r wretch at firſt (and yet your motives were ex- 
cellent) by the effect this prohibition has upon me; 
ſince, if poſſible, it has made me love you better than 
before; and I am more deſirous than ever of corre- 


But I have nevertheleſs a much more laudable mo- E 


tive—I ſhould think myſelf the unworthieſt of crea- 
tures, could J be brought to flight a dear friend, and 
ſuch a meritorious one, in her diſtreſs. —-I would die 
firſt—And fo I told my Mother. And T have deſired 

her not to watch me in my retired hours, nor to inſiſt 


upon my lying with her conſtantly, which ſhe now 


does more earneſtly: than ever. T were better, I told 
her, that the Harlowe- Betty were borrowed to be ſet 


— 


i 
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Mr. ck who greatly honours you, bas, un- 
known ta me, interpaſed ſo warmly” in your favouy 
with my Mother, that it makes for him no ſmall me · 
rit with me. 

I cannot, at preſent, write to every particular, un- 


leſs I would be in fat defiance, —Teaze, teaze, toane; #1 


for ever! The ſame thing, tho anſwered fifty times 
over, in every hour to be repeated—Lord bleſs me 
what a life muſt my poor Father But let me remem- 
ber to whom I am writing. 


If this ever- active, ever miſchigrous way of 1 a 


man, this 1 ny oo as =_ NG — here 
. A again y a nger, 
y Ma — can: but be ſuſpected 
can but * ter? for making you wait; and chid- 
den I am fure to be, whether I do or nat, in the way 
you, my god Mamma, are Antony d into. 
Bleſs me! — how impatient ſhe'is 5 — ſhe thuns 
ders at. the door! This moment, Madam How 
< came I to double-lock: myſelf in! What have I 


done With the key? —Duce e Ss p< 


£< Madam! You flute ane fol 


-Þ © 

Vov may Wi my dear, that I ook care wed my 
- Papers before I opened the door. We have had 3 
Sing dialogue-She flung from me in a paſſion 

So- what's now to be done—Sent for down-in a very 
peremptory manner, I aſſure you. What an cent 
rent Letter will you have, when J can get it to you! 
But now I know where to ſend it, Mr. Hickman ſhall 
find me a meſſenger. Yet, if he be detected, poor 


ſoul, he will be 1 as well AS his meek 


ire 
Thur ſdoy, April 13. 
1 nave 8 moment your Continuation ; letter. 
And am favoured, at Nn, * wy gags of my 
Argus eyed Mother. 
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n- Dear creature I can. account for all your diffi- 
ur eulties. A. Young Lady of your delicacy!— And with 
e | fuch a man I muſt be brief 

The man's a fool, my dear, with all his pride, and 
n- | with all his complaiſance, and acied regards. eren 

4 injanctions. Yet his ready inventions — 

os | | Sometimes I think you thould go to Lady Bet 
el I know: not what to adviſe you to.—1 how] 
n- | you: were not ſo intent upon reconci — - 

I pour relations. Vet they are umplacable. Vou can have 
no hopes from them. Your Uncle's errand to 
re | Mother may canvince you af that; and; if yon have 
r, | an Anſwer to your Letter to your Siſter, that nne 
4} | firm you, b dare ſay. 

d. Yau nead nat to. have bann afraid. of. 2 me, 
ay Whether, upon reading your narrative, 1 —. any 
| extenuation could lie for what you have done. Thave, 

n+ | as above, before 1 had your queſtion,” told. you my 

mind as to-that—And I repeat, that I think, your | 

1 

ar 


2 


provecations- and inducements conſiderad, you are free 
from blame: At leaſt, the freely. that ever young 
creature was who took ſuch a ſtep. - 

But yon t00k it not Lou were driven on ane fide, 
* noſlibly, tricked an the other. I any woman on 
earth ſhall be — as you — — ſhall 
hold out ſo long as againſt her 1 
one hand, and her 28 2 I wil 
her. for all the reſt of her conduct, 2 it os. 

All your acquaintance, you may ſuppoſe, talk of no- 
body 5 you. Some indeed bring your admirable 
character for a plea againſt you: ut nobody does, 
or can, acquit your F Aber and Uncles. | 

: Every-body feems appriſed of your * abe and 

| Liſter? s motives. | Your flight is, no doubt, the very 
thing they aimed to drive you to, by the various at- 

tacks they made upon you; unhoping (as they muſt 

do all the time) the ſucceſs of their ſchemes in Solmes's. 

behalf, * hp cars r 
to 
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to favour, the ſuf] pended Love of your Father and 
Uncles, like a river breaking down a temporary obs 


ſtruction, would return with double force; and that 


then you would. expoſe, and.triumph over, all their 


arts. And now, 1 hear, they enjoy their ſucceſsful 


malice. 
Your Father is all rage and violence. He ought, 


I am ſure, to turn his rage inward. All your family 


accuſe you of acting with deep Art; and are put upon 
ſuppoſing that you are actually every hour exulting over 


them, with your man, in the ſucceſs of it. 


They all pretend now, that your trial of Wednef« 


day was to be the laſt. 


Advantage would indeed, my Mother owns, hunk : 


been taken of your yielding, if you had yielded. But 
had you not been to be. prevailed upon, they would 
have given up their ſcheme, and taken your 28 for 
renouncing Lovelace Believe them who will! 


They own, however, that a Miniſter was to be 
preſent— Mr. Solmes was to be at hand And your 


Father was previouſly to oy his authority over you, 


in order to make you ſign t 
a romantic contrivance of your wild- headed fooliſh 


Brother, I make no doubt. Is it likely, that he and 
Bell would have given way to your R oration to fa 
vour, | ſuppoſing it in their power to hinder it, on any. | 
other terms than thoſe their hearts had n ſo long 


ſet upon? 


How they took your flight, — 40 they. found it 


out, may be better ſuppoſed than deſcribed. 
Your Aunt Hervey it ſeems was the firſt that went 
down to the Ivy Summer-houſe, in order to acquaint 


you that their ſearch was over. Betty followed her; 


and they not finding you there, went on 1 towards the 


Caſcade, according to a hint of yours. . 
Returning by the garden door, they met a fervant 


[They don't ſay, it was that Foſeph Leman; but it it 
very ikely that jt was he] running, as he Aid, from 
8 8 purſuing 


> Settlemnants,— All ofal 


- purſuing Mr, Lovelace (a great hedge- ſtake in his 


to whom —or marry him, 
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hand, and out of breath) to alarm the fami 7. 
If it were this fellow, and if he were employed in 
the double agency of cheating them, and cheating 
you, what ſhall we think of the wretch you are with ? 
—Run away from him, 77 dear, if ſo No matter 
if you cannot. . 

Your Aunt and all your family were accordingly 
alarmed by this fellow—ev:idently when. too late for 
purſuit. They got together, and, when a poſſe, ran 
to the place of Interview; and ſome of them as far 
as to the tracks of the chariot- wheels, without ſtop- 
ping. And having heard the man's tale upon the ſpot, 
a general lamentation, a mutual 'upbraiding, and rage, 
and grief, were echoed from the different perſons, 
according to their different tempers and conceptions. 


And they returned like fools as they went. 


Tour Brother, at firſt, ordered horſes and armed 
men to be got ready for a purſuit. Solmes and your: 
Uncle Tony were to be of the party. But your 


Mother and your Aunt Hervey diſſuaded them from 


it, for fear of adding evil to evil; not doubting but 
Lovelace had taken meaſures to ſupport himſelf in 
what he had done; and eſpecially when the ſervant; 
declared, that he ſaw you run with him as faſt as 


| you could ſet foot to ground; and that there were 


_ armed men on horſeback at a ſmall diſtance ' 


4 x 4 ; IS. 4 
N ». 
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My Mother's abſence was owing to her ſuſpicion, 


that the Knollys's were to aſſiſt in our correſpond- 


ence. She made them a viſit upon it. She does every- 
1 805 at once. And they have promiſed, that no 
. re-Letters ſhall be left there, without her xnow- 
But Mr. Hickman has engaged one Filmer, a huſ- 
bandman, in the lane we call Finch-lane, near us, 
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to receive them. Thither you will be pleaſed to dit 


rect yours, under cover, to Mr. John Soberton ; and 


Mr. Hickman himſelf will call for them there ; and 


there ſhall leave mine. It goes againſt me too, to 
make him ſo uſeful to me.— He looks already ſo 
proud upon it — ! ſhall have him (who knows ?) give 
himſelf airs.— He had beſt conſider, that the favour 
he has been long aiming at, may put him into a very 
dangerous, a very tickeliſh fituation. He that can 
oblige, may —_— for ſome people not to 
have it in their power to offend! 1 
I will have patience, if I can, for a while, to ſee 
if theſe buſtlings in my Mother will ſubſide—But 
upon my word, I will not long bear this uſage. 
Sometimes I am ready to think, that my Mother 
carries it thus on purpoſe to tire me out, and to make 
me the ſooner marry. If I find it to be ſo, and that 
Hiekman, in order to make a merit with me, is in 
the low plot, I will never bear him in my ſight. * 
\ Plotting wretch, as I doubt your man is, I wiſh to 
_heaven, that you were married, that you might brave 
them all; and not be forced to hide yourſelf, and be 


hurried from one inconvenient place to another. [ 


charge you, omit not to lay hold on any handſome 


opportunity that may offer for that purpoſe. 
Here again comes my Mother— 


Wx look mighty glum upon each other, I can tell 


you. She had not beſt Harlowe me at this rate—l 
won't bear it. EE cal 
have a vaſt deal to write. I know not what to 
write firſt, Yet my mind is full, and ready to run over. 
I am got into a private corner of the garden, to be 
out of her way. Lord help theſe Mothers Do they 


_ _ think they can prevent a Daughter's writing, or doing 
any-thing ſhe has a mind to do, by ſuſpicion, watch: 

fulneſs, and fcolding ?—They had better Fees eon. 
N COOPER: SEE. | 7 ; FTP *q dence 
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ſent, they are, it ſeems, equally 
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fidence in one by half—A generous mind ſcorns to 


abuſe a generous confidence. „ 

You have a nice, a very nice part to act with 
this wretch— Who yet has, I think, but one plain 
path before him. I pity you But you muſt make 
the beſt of the lot you have been forced to draw. Vet 
I ſee your difficulties.— But if he do not offer to abuſe 
your confidence, I would have you ſeem at leaſt to 


place ſome in him. 


If you think not of marrying ſoon, I approve of 
your reſolution to fix ſomewhere out of his reach : 
And if he know not where to find you, fo much the 
better. Yet I verily believe, they would force you 
back, could they but come at you, if they were not 
afraid of him. %%% es, 
I think, by all means, you ſhould derhand of both 
Jour Truſtees to be put in poſleflion of your own 
ſtate. Mean time I have Sixty guineas at your ſer- 
vice. I beg you will — them. Before they 
are gone, I'Il take care you ſhall be further ſupplied. 


I don't think you'll have a ſhilling or a ſhilling's worth 


ey you. w y phe RT 
ave left your jewels and maney behind you, 


of your own from your relations unleſs you extort it 


that you 


and have contrived for cloaths fo ill. Very little like- 
hood this ſhews of their anſwering your requeſts. 


Indeed every one who knows not what I zow know, 
muſt be at a loſs to account for your fight, as the 
will call it. And how, my dear, can one report it 
with any tolerable advantage to you? To fag, you 
did not intend. it when you met him, who will believe 
t!—To ſay, that a perſon of your known ſteadi- 
neſs and punctilio was over-perſuaded when you 
gave him the meeting, how will that found ? To 


ſay you were tricked out of yourſelf, and people were 
to give creidt to it, how difreputable-! —And while 


unmarried, 
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unmarried, and yet with him, the man a man of ſuch 


a character, what would it not lead a cenſuring world 
VVV „ 
I want to ſee how you put it in your Letter for you 


* 


As you may depend upon all the little ſpiteful thing 


they can offer, inſtead of ng wha: you write for, 


pray accept the ſum I tender. What will Seven gui- 
neas do ?—AndT will find a way to ſend you alſo any 
of my cloaths and linen for preſent fupply., I beg, my 


deareſt ' Clariſſa, that you will not put your Anna 


Howe upon a foot with Lovelace, in refuſing to accept 


of my offer. If you do not oblige me, I ſhall be apt 


to think, that you rather incline to be obliged to him, 


than to favour me. And if I find this, I ſhall not 


know how to reconcile. it with your delicacy in other 
Ps: ” es 5 


ray inform me of every: thing that paſſes between 


vou and him, My cares for you (however needleſs, 


from your own prudence] make me wiſh you to 
continue to be very minute. If any-thing occur that 
ou would tell me of if I were preſent, fail not to put, 


it down in writing, altho*, frem*your natural diffi: 
dence, it ſhould not appear to you altogether ſo wor- 


thy of your pen, or of my knowing: A ſtander-by 
may ſee more of the game than one that plays; Great. 


conſequences, like great folks, are generally attended, 


and even made great, by ſmall cauſes, and little inci: 
i Yſgol K 


dents. ä | * 1 

Upon the whole, I do not now think it is in yout 
power to diſmiſs him when you pleaſe. I appriſed 
you beforehand that it would not. I repeat there- 
fore, that were I you, I would at leaſt ſeem to place 


0 he , 3 — 
nds tus ones e iz two a © 


ſome confidence in him. So long as he is decent, 


vou may. Very viſibly obſervable, to ſuch delicacy 


as yours, muſt be that behaviour in him, which will 


* 
. ” 


make him unworthy of /ome confidence. 
' Your Relations, according to old Antony to my 


you will not gain your ſu 


have them 


it by a friend of Mr. Hickman, who may be d 


upon. 

| Sorlings ; 
Hickman this 
hall 4 85 read to ſend, or can get ready. It is 


his and putting 3 into motion. 
| ſoon, I ſuppoſe, make me and. my employment * 
fſubjects of her inquiry. 


mee you with honour as unſulli 
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Motber, and ſhe to me (by way of threatening, that 
oſed ends upon them by 
your flight) ſeem to expect, that you will throw 
yourſelf into Lady 27 8 protection; and that ſhe 
will offer to mediate for you: And they vow, that 

will never hearken to any terms of accommoda- 
tion that ſhall come from that quarter. They might 
ſpeak out, and ſay, from any quarter; for I dare 
aver, that your Brother and Siſter will not let them 


cool—At leaſt, till their Uncles have made ſuch diſ- 


politions, and perhaps y your F ather too, as they would 
As this Letter will apprize Jon of an ae in 
the place to which you muſt direct your next, I ſend 
epended 
He has buſineſs in the neighbourhood of Mrs. 
- and he knows her. He will return to Mr. 
night; and bring back any Letter ** 


moon-ligt u not mind waiting for you. I chuſe 


| Not to. d by any of Mr. Hickman's ſervants—at 


preſent, however. Every hour is now, or may be, 
ra nga ; and may make an alteration in LIN reſg- 
utions | 


J hear at this inſtant, my Mother 8 


She will 


Adieu, my dear. May heaven preſerve you, and | 
ny as your mind, to 
N cver- aſfectionate e 
ANNA Hows. 


LETTER VII. 


| 1 7 C L ARISSA HARLOwR, To Miß How. 


Thurſday Afternoon, April 13. 
T AM infinitely concerned, 8 dear and KEN 


4 kind friend, that I am the ſad occaſion of the diſ- 
= Wi plwKkẽaſure 
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pleaſure between your Mother and you. How mam 


perſons have I made unhappy ! ! i "7; 4- ual 
Flad I not to conſole myſelf, that my error is not 
owing to wicked precipitation, I ſhould. be the mof 


miſerable of all creatures. As it is, I am enough pu- 


niſhed in the 4% ,of n character, more valuable to 
me than my life; * in the cruel doubts and per. 
plexities which, conflicting with my hopes, and each 
getting the victory by turns, harrow up my ſoul be- 
tween them. | | Ties, 1/5 
I think, however, that you ſhould obey your Mo- 
ther; and decline a correſpondence with me; at leaſt 
for the preſent. Take care how you fall into my error; 


for That began with carrying on a prohibited corrs | 


ſpondence ; a correſpondence which I thought it in my 
r to difcontinue at pleaſure. My talent is. ſcrib 
bling, and I the readier fell into this freedom, as 1 
found: delight in writing; having motives too, which 
I thought laudable;; and, at one time, the permiſſion 
of all my friends, to write to him (ay. 
Vet 2s to this correſpondence, what hurt could 
ariſe from it, if your Mother could be prevailed upon 
to permit it tobe continued So much prudence and 
diſcretion as you have; and you, in writing to mi; 
lying under no temptation of following fo bad an ex- 
* as T have ſet—My Letters too occalionally 
I thank you, my dear, moſt cordially I thank you, 


85 for your kind offers. Vou may be affured, that I will 


| ſooner be beholden to you, than to any- body bole 
To Mr. Lovelace the laft.. Do not therefore think, 


that by declining your favours J have an intention to ff 


lay myſelf under obligation to him. 

I am willing to hope (notwithſtanding what you 
write) that my friends will ſend me my little money, 
together with my cloaths. They are too conſiderate, 
ſome of them, at leaſt, to permit, that I ſhould be 
| Edt AS; 


(a) Pil. i. p. 16, 17, 


- 
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put to ſuch low difficulties. Perhaps, they will not 


* be in haſte to oblige me. But if not, I cannot yet 


Patience aſk the queſtion ?) is it in my poser O my 


want. I believe you think, I muſt not diſpute with 

Ir. Lovelace the expences of the road and lodgings,. 
a0 I can get to a fixed abode. But I hope ſoon to 
put an end even to thoſe ſort of obligations. \ 

Small hopes. indeed of a Reconciliation from your 
account of my Uncle's viſit to your Mother, in order 
to ſet her againſt an almoſt-friendleſs creature whom 
once he loved! But is it not my duty to try for it? 
Ought I to widen my error by obſtinacy and reſent- 
ment, becauſe of their reſentment; which muſt ap- 
pear reaſonable to them, as they ſuppoſe my flight pre- 


| meditated ; and as they are made to believe, that I 


am capable of triumphing in it, and-over them, with 
the man they hate? When J have done all in my power 
to reſtore myſelf to their favour, I ſhall have the leſs 
to reproach myſelf with. FVV 
Theſe conſiderations make me waver about follow - 
ing your advice, in relation to Marriage; and the 
rather, as he is ſo full of complaiſance with regard to 
my former conditions, which he calls my Injummtions. 
Nor can I now, that my friends, as you inform me, 
have ſo ftrenuouſly declared againſi accepting of the 
mediation of the Ladies of Mr. Lovelace's family, put 
myſelf into their protection unleſs I am reſolved to 
give up all hopes of a Reconciliation with my o.ẽn. 
Vet if any happy introduction could be thought 
of to effect this deſirable purpoſe, how ſhall terms be 
propoſed to my Father, while this man is with me, 
or near me? On the other hand, ſhould they in his 
abſence get me back by force (and this, you are of 


opinion, they would attempt to do, but in fear of him) 


how will their ſevereſt acts of compulſion be juſtiſied by 
my flight from them? — Mean while, to what cen- 
ſures, as you remind me, do I expoſe myſelf while he 
and I are together, and unmarried . Vet (can I with 


dear 


72 «The Hroronr of. | 
dear Miſs Howe, And am J fo reduced, as that, . 
fave the poor remains of my reputation in the world 
185 Jes I muſt watch the gracious motion from this mari 
_ Were my Couſin Morden in England, all might 
ſtill perhaps be determined happily.” ©: 
If no other mediation than his can be procured. to 
ſet on foot the wiſhed for Reconciliation, and'if my 
ſituation with Mr. Lovelace alter not in the interim 

T muft endeavour to keep myſelf in a ftate of inde: 
pendence till he arrive, that I may be at liberty t6 
govern myſelf by his advice and direction. 
I will acquaint you, as you defire, with all that 
paſſes between Mr. Lovelace and me. Hitherto ] 
have not diſcovered a gs his behaviour that i 

very exceptionable. Yet I cannot ſay, that I think 
the reſpect he ſhews me, an eaſy, unreſtrained, and 
| m3 LE ; altho' I can hardly tell where the fault 


But be has doubtleſs an arrogant and incroaching 
ſpirit. Nor is he ſo polite as his education, and othet 
advantages, might have made one expect him to be 
He ſeems, 7 ort, to be one, who has always had 
too much of hi 
himſelf to that of others. | * 
As to the placing of ſome confidence in him, I hal 
be as ready to take your advice in this particular, as 
all others, and as he will be to deſerve it. But trich 
away as I was by him, not only again/? my judgmeit, 
but my inclination, can he, or any-body, expect, thi 
J ſhould immediately treat him with complaiſance, 
if I acknowleged obligation to him for carrying me 
away ?—If I did, muſt he not either think me a vil 
diſſembler before he gained that point, or afterwards?" 

Indeed, indeed, my dear, I could tear my hair, 00 
reconſidering what you write (as to the probability 
that the dreaded Wedneſday was more dreaded than 
needed to be) to think, that I ſhould be SY 


s own will, to ſtudy to accommodate 


; 
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by this man; and that, in all likelihood, thro? his 
vile agent Joſeph Leman. So premeditated and ela- 
borate a wickedneſs as it muſt be !\—Muſt I not, with 
ſuch a man, be wanting to myſelf, if I were not jea- 
jous and vigilant ?—Yet what a life to live for a ſpirit 
fo 7% and Ar ſo unſuſpicious, as mine? 


am obliged to Mr. Hickman for the aſſiſtance he 
is ſo kindly ready to give to our correſpondence. He 
is ſo little likely to make to himſelf an additional merit 
with the Daughter upon it, that I ſhall be very ſorry, 
if he riſk any-thing with the Mother by it. 

I am now in a fate of Obligation: So muſt reſt ſa- 
tified with whatever I cannot help. Whom have 
I the power, once ſo precious to me, of obliging ?— 
What I mean, my dear, is, that I ought, perhaps, 
to expect, that my influences over you are weakened 
by my indiſcretion. Nevertheleſs, I will not, if I can 
help it, deſert myſelf, nor give up the privilege you 
uſed to allow me, of telling you what I think of any 


part of your conduct which I may diſapprove of. 


Lou muſt permit me therefore (ſevere as your 
Mother is againſt an undeſigning offender) to ſay, that 
I think your livelineſs to her inexcuſable To paſs 


over, for this time, what nevertheleſs concerns me not 


4 little, the ſree treatment you almoſt ind ſc riminately | 
give to my relations. | we ES. 


Tf you will not, for your own ſake, forbeat Med 8 


* 
- 


tauntings and impatience as you repeat to me; let me 
beſeech you, that you will for ine — Since other- 
wiſe,, your Mother may apprehend, that my ex- 
ample, like a leaven, is working itſelf into the mind 
of her beloved Daughter. And may not ſuch an ap- 
prehenſion give her an Abet diſpleaſure 
I incloſe the copy of my Letter to my Siſter, which 
Jou are deſirous to ſee. You obſerve, that altho' 1 
have not demanded my Eftate in form, and of my 
Truſtees, yet that I have hinted at leave to retire to it. 


7. The: Hisron re \ 
How joyfully would I keep my word; if they would 
accept of the offer 1 renew.!—It was not /propergd 
believe you will think, on many accounts, to om 
that I was carried off againſt my inclination, = 

1 214121... 02 Your evercobliged and aſfectionatꝰ 


„5% 06 
To Miſs ARanELiia HARLOWE. | 
5 ( Incloſed to Miſs Hows in the preceding.) 1 
©. Aly dear Sie, St. Albans, Apr. 11. 
1 HAVE, I confeſs, been guilty of an action which || ] 
4 carries with it a raſh and undutiful appearance. 
And I ſhould have thought it an inexcuſable one, had 
been uſed with leſs ſeverity than I have been of late; 
and had I not had too great reaſon to apprehend, | 
that I was to be made a ſacrifice to a man I could not. 
bear to think of. But what is done, is done — Per 
haps I could wiſh it had not; and that I had truſtedto ? 
the relenting of my dear and honoured parents.— Vet 
{27 


74 
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This from no other motives, but thoſe. of duty to 
| them;—To. whom I am randy to return (if I may 
| not be permitted to retire to The Grove) on conditions 


"which 1 before offered to comply with = 
Nor ſhall I be in any ſort of dependence upon "0: 
the perſon by whoſe means I have taken this zruly r-“ 
luctant ſtep, inconſiſtent with any reaſonable'engage | = 
ment Ifhall enter into, if I am not farther precipitated | I 
Let me not have it to fay, Now, at this importait} ©: 
criſis | that I have a Siſter, but not a Friend in that} = 
Siſter, My Reputation, dearer to me than life (wha | dt 
ever you may imagine from the ſtep I have taken) h 
ſuffering. A little Lenity will, even yet, in a git 
meaſure, reſtore it, and make that paſs for a temporalſ | 1 
miſunderſtanding only, which otherwiſe will be a f "# 
2 "yy | N "TY 
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S eerable as life, upon à creature who fas aa 
| eee "WIEFgret unkinunſt, to uſe no hacker A 


Word. 

For ver Gn fake therefore, for f 
fake, by whom (I muſt ſay) 1 have been 
tated; and for all the Family's ſake, aggravate not 

my fault, if, on recollecting every- thing, yau think 
it one; nor by widening the unhappy Un erencg, ex- 
pole a Siſter for ever—Prays | 


* ur 4 zam, 5 | 
15 4. St Hax row. 


4 ſhall inks it hb a very VE Nd to have my 
cCloaths directly ſent me, together with 
2 — which you will find in m eſcritoire. (of 
7. which T incloſe the key); as alſo the Diviny 
and Miſcellany claſſes of my little . © 5. ANC 
ir it be thought fit, my Jewels— irectec for 
mie, To be left, till called c at Ar.  Olgogl's, 
bab near Scho- Se quare. a ares 


; 8 'S 1 
19 j I wet) } ; F« . n 57 9 * 


et 
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V Brothers 


R. Lovelace, in continuation % Letter 
(No. vi.) give an acc to.] N (pretty 
; mach, to the ſame , «ffe&t with. Ft Lady 60. 5 al 


agil 9M That paſſed. between them at the Inns, in the Jour- 
. ney, and till their fone « at H. rs. Sorlings's... To 
©, avoid repetition, thoſe paſſqges in his Narrative 
are only extracted, which will ferve:to .embellifþ 
bers; to open his views; or to. diſplay the 1 
pv Maur ous talent. he was noted for. ... ER” $5 


r their alighting at the Hin at St, 222 on An- 
na k "day night, thus he toriter. 
"The people who came about us, as we alighted, 


! 


e 


Kites, 'by their ** faces, and goegling eyes, 


to 


thus predipi- 


. ID 
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aſſurance of my honourable views. 
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to wonder at beholding a charming young Lady; ms 
Wyn her air and aſpeQ, ſo compoſedly dreſſed, ytt 
with features ſo diſcompoſed, come off. à journey 
which had made the cattle ſmoke, and the ſer val 
ſweat. I read their curioſity in their faces, and my 


Beloved's uneaſineſs in hers. { She caſt à conſcious 


| ar as rus ali were _ her . which was m 
Habit, and repulſively, as J may ſay, quitting. 

aſſiſting and burtiel into the houſe, * % „e 
Ovid was not a greater maſter of metamorphoſe 
than thy friend. To the miſtreſs of the houſe I in- 
ſtantly changed her into a Siſter, brought off by ſur: 
prize from a near Relation's (where ſhe had winteted) 
to prevent her marrying a confounded Rake [I love 


always to go as near the truth as I can] whom her 


Father and Mother, her elder Siſter, and all her loving 
Uncles, Aunts, and Couſins, abhorred. This ac- 
counted ſor my Charmer's expected ſullens; for her 
diſpleaſure when ſhe was to join me again, were it 
to hold; for her unſuitable dreſs upon à road; and, 
at the ſame time, gave her a proper and ſeaſonable 


D pon the debate between the Lady and him, and parti 


with putting a_young creature upon making @ ſa} 


CITE cr iſice of her Duty and Conſcience, he writes 
LEE PE FE IT n 2 e 3 ö 


All theſe, and ſtill more mortifying things, ſhe ſaid 

I heard her in ſilence. But when it came to my 
turn, I pleaded, I argued, I anſwered her, as wel 
as I could. And when humility would not doz 1 
raiſed my voice; and ſuffered my eye to ſparkle with 


anger; hoping to take advantage of that ſweet cow 


ardice which is ſo amiable in the Sex, and to which 
my victory over this proud Beauty is principal 
—_ „„ 
She was not intimidated, however; and was g 


to riſe upon me in her temper; and would have 
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75 that part, where ſhe tells 


BT was to the * ſhackles, how eaſily will 
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n upon my defence, But when a man talks to a woman 


upon -ſuch' ſubjects, let her be ever ſo much in Af, 


tis ſtrange, if he cannot throw out à Tub to the 
Whale 3—that is to ſay, if he cannot divert her from 
reſenting one bold thing, by uttering two or three full 


ag bold; but for which more favourable interpretations 


will lie. een ahn yi | 1 l . 3 
re 7 
m of the eee ſhe 
l E 


made to correſpond with him at fir/t, thus he turites. 
| Very true, my precious And innumerable have 
been the difficulties thou haſt made me ſtruggle with. 
91 thou mayeſt wiſh, that thou hadſt ſpared 
this boaſt; as well as thoſe other pretty haughtineſſes, 
That thou didſt not rej Solmes for my ſake: 


© That, my glory, if I valued myſelf upon carryiny 
* thee, offs was thy ſhame: That I have more Ker 


with myſelf, than with thee, or re elſe: 


bat a coxconib ſhe makes me, Cane JJ That thou 


© witheſt thyſelf in thy Father's houſe again, what= © 


+ ever were to be the conſequence.” —If-I forgive'thee, 
Charmer, for theſe hints, for theſe reflexions, far 
theſe wiſhes, for theſe contempts, I am not the Love- 
lace I have been reputed to be; and that thy treatment 
of me ſhews that thou thinkeſt I am. 


In ſhort, her whole Air throughout this debate, 


expreſſed a majeſtic-kind of indignation, which im- 
plied a believed ſuperiority of talents over the perſon 
to whom ſhe ſpoke. un wi th 1320 608 r 
Thou haſt heard me often expatiate- upon the-piti- 
ful figure a, man muſt make; whoſe Wife has, or be- 
lieves ſhe has, more ſenſe: than himſelf. A' thouſand 
teaſons-could I give, why I ought not to think of 


AA * * 


marrying Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe: At leaft till I can 
be ſure, that ſhe loves me with the preference I muſt 


expect from a Wife. „ nh 
L begin to ſtagger in my reſolutions. Ever averſe 


old 


a * 8 
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IH I ſhould not be heard, what a ſad thing, would that! 


be, for the moſt admirable of women I— Vet, a8, 
do not oſten trouble Heaven with my prayers, who 
But there lie before me ſuch charming difficulties 
ſuch ſcenery ſor intrigue, for ſtratagem, for enter- 
prize What a horrible thing that my talents point 
all. that way When I know what is honourable and 
juſt; and would almoſt wiſſi to be honeſt ? Al maſt, I 
ſay; for ſuch a varlet am J, that I cannot altogether 
wiſh it, for the ſoul of.me !—Such a triumph over 
the whole Sex, if I can ſubdue this Lady !—My maiden 
vYewy as I may call it For did not the Sex-begit 
with me And does this Lady ſpare me? Thinkeſſ 
thou, Jack, that I ſhould have ſpared my Roſebud, 


— EE, SS MW 


PO 
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had I been ſet at defiance thus? Her Grandmother p 
beſought me, - at. firſt, to ſpare her Roſebud; and! 
When a girl is put, or puts herſelf, into a man's power, 
what can he wiſk for further? while I always con | f 
tidered oppoſition and reſiſtance as a challenge to@ | þ 
my worſt (a). bt! n eee eee 
Why, why, will the dear creature take ſueh paim b 


to appear all ice to:me ?— Why will ſhe, by Her pride, 
awaken mine? -Haſt thou not ſeen, in the above, 
how contemptibly ſhe treats me? - What have I not 
ſuffered for! her, and even from her ? — Is it tolerable 
to be told, that ſhe will deſpiſe me, if I value myſel 
above that odious Solme s 
Then ſne cuts me ſhort in all my ardors. To 
fidelity, is, by curſed turn upon me, to ſhew, that 
there is reaſon, in my own opinion, for doubt of it.— 
The very ſame reflection upon me, once before (4) 
In my power, or out of my power, all one to tt 
Lady.— So, Belford, my poor vows are crammei 
don my throat, before they can well riſe to my yur 
1 | Pp Ee 1s WE eg e 
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| | (a) See Vil, i. f. 237, 232. | (b) See Vol. ii. p. 64. 


©, 


make a favour |! | l 8 
And now, Belford, I am only afraid, that I ſhall 
de too cunning; for ſhe does not at preſent talk 
enough for me. I hardly know what to make of the 
tg WY wan em bn e 
I topt the Brother's part on Monday night before 
the Landlady at St. Albans 5 aſking 1 pardon 
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And what can a Lover ſay to his Miſtreſs; if ſhe will 

I „ono 26 
One little piece of artifice I had recourſe to: When 
ſhe'puſhed ſo hard for me to leave her, I made a re- 
queſt to her, upon a condition ſhe could not refuſe; 
and pretended as much gratitude upon her granting it, 
as if it were a favour of the Jaſt conſequence. 
And what was This ? but to promiſe what ſhe had 
before promiſed, © Never to marry any other man, 
«while I am living, and ſingle, unleſs I ſhould give 


+ her cauſe for high. diſguſt againſt me.“ This, you 


know, was promiſing nothing, becauſe'ſhe- could be 
offended at any time; and was to be the ſole judge of 
the offence. But it ſnewed her, how reafonable-and 
juſt my expectations were; and that I was no In- 
She Ar 3: and' aſked, What ſecurity 1 ex- 
Aer Word nls. [BG * 
She gave me her Word: But I befought her excuſe 
for ſealing it: And in the ſame moment” (fince to 
have waited for conſent, would have been aſking for 
a denial) ſaluted her. And, believe me, or not, 
but, as 1 hope to live, it was the firſt time I had the 


courage to touch her charming lips with mine. And 
This I tell thee, Belford, that That ſingle preſſure (as 
modeſtly put too, as if I were as much a virgin as 
herſelf, that ſhe might not be afraid of me another 
time) delighted me more than ever I was delighted by 


the Liamatum with any other woman. So preeious 
does awe, reverenee, and apprehended prohibition, 


- 


* for 


for carrying her off ſo unprepared fora journey; pra | 


of the joy my Father and Mother, and all our friend 
would have on receiving her; and This with ſo mam 
eircumſtances, that I perceived, by a look ſhe gat 
me, that went thro' my very reins, that I had gone 
too far. I apologized for it indeed when alone; but 
J could not penetrate for the ſoul. of me, whether! 
made the matter better or worſe by it. t 
But I am of too frank a nature: My ſucceſs, and 
the joy I have becauſe of the jewel I am half in pof: 
ſeſſion of, has not only unlocked my boſom, but left 
the door quite open. | og Ai way 117 2,496 
This is a confounded ſly Sex. Would ſhe but ſpeak 
out, as I do—But I muſt learn reſerves of her. 
"She muſt needs be unprovided of money: Hut has 
too much pride to accept of any from me. I would 
have had her to go to town | Te town, if poſſuble, 
muſt, I get her to con ſent to go] in order to provide hers 
ſelf with the richeſt of ſilks which That can afford, 
But neither is this to be aſſented to. And yet, as my 
intelligencer acquaints me, her implacable relations 
are reſolved to diſtreſs her all they can. e e 
__ Theſe wretches have been moſt glorioufly raving, 
ever ſince her flight; and ſtill, thank Heaven, con- 
tinue to rave; and will, I hope, for a twelvemonth to 
come, Now, at laſt, it is my Day! _ 44H 
Bitterly do they regret, that they permitted her 
poultry-viſits, and garden - walks, which gave her the 
opportunity to effect an eſcape which they ſuppoſe 


preconcerted. For, as to her dining in the Ivy-bower, 


they had a cunning deſign to anſwer upon her in that 
permiſſion, as Betty told Joſeph her lover (a). 
They loſt, they ſay, an excellent pretence for con- 


fining her more cloſely on my threatening to reſcue | 


her, if they offered to coaſry her againſt her will to 

old Antony's moated houſe (5). For this, as I told 
(a) See Vol. ii. p. 302. | 4p. Fab 

(9) See Vol, ii. p · 220226. 242. ha 
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have been an action worthy of us A 


1 Clariſſa Harlowe. 51 


| | thee at the Hart, and as I once hinted to the dear 
greature herſelf (a), they had it in deliberation to do; 


hending, that I might attempt to carry her off, 
either with or without her conſent, on ſome one of 
thoſe connived at excurſions. men 
But here my honeſt Joſeph, who gave me the in- 
formation, was of admirable ſervice to me. I had 
taught him to make the Harlowes believe, that I was 


as communicative to my ſervants, as their ſtupid James 


was to Joſeph (5): Joſeph, as they ſuppoſed, b 
tampering with Win (e), got at all my Kaen 4 
was acquainted with all my motions: And having alſo 


undertaken to watch all thoſe of his young Lady (4), 


the wiſe family were ſecure ; and ſo was my Beloved; 
and ſo was I. elk Mr, 
I once had it in my head (and I hinted it to thee (e) 
in a former) in caſe ſuch a ſtep ſhould be neceſſary, 
to attempt to carry her off by ſurprize from the 
Woodhouſe ; as it is remote from the dwelling-houſe. 
This, had I attempted, I ſhould certainly have effect- 
ed, by the help of the Confraternity : And it would 
f1.—But Joſeph's 

Conſcience, as he called it, ſtood in my way; for he 
thought, it muft have been known to be done by his 
connivance. I could, I dare ſay, have overcome this 
ſcruple, as eaſily as I did many of his others, had I not 
depended, at one time upon her meeting me at a mid- 
night or late hour; and, if ſhe had, ſhe never would 
have. gone back ; at other times, upon the cunning 
family's doing my work for me, equally againſt their 
knowlege or their wills. on Ts 
For well I knew, that James and Arabella were 
determined never to leave off their fooliſh trials and 


provocations, till, by tiring her out, they had either 


M E 5 8 made 
"0 Vol. ii. p. 221.——See alſo p. 289. | | 
b) Vol. ii. p. 297. 302. | 
le! This will be farther explained in Letter xx. of this volume 


(a) See Vol. i. p. 199. 234, 235, 236. 
; & See Vol, i. P. 236. n 


B& The Hon 
made her Solmes's Wife, or guilty of ſome ſuch raſh 
neſs as ſhould throw her for eyer out of the favour of 
100 86 *. Torn ; wr Soy had tag mug malice in 
their heads to intend ſervice to me by their perf 
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Ur. Lovzlacz, To Jonn BeryonrD, E 


Slat. 1 In Continaation, © 1 
F Obliped the dear creature highly, I could perceive, 
Ide Mrs. Greme en | 5 to 
faffer that good woman's recommendation of lodging 
to take place, on her refuſal to go to The Lum. 
Ste muſt believe all my views to be honourable, 
when I had proving for her no particular lodgings, 
| leaving it to her choice, whether ſhe would go to 1 
Hall, to The Lawn, to London, or to either of the 
Dowagers of my family, © om 
She was viſibly pleaſed with my motion of putting 
Mrs. Greme into the chaiſe with her, and riding bn 
nnr oo 
Some people would have been apprehenſive of what 
might paſs between her and Mrs. Greme. But as al 
my relations either know or believe the juſtice of my 
intentions by her, I was in no pain on that account; 
and the lefs, as I have been always above hypocriſy, 
or 'wifhing'to be thought better than I am. And it» 
deed,” what occaſion has a man to be an Hypoerite, 


| who has hitherto found his views upon the Sex bettet 


anſwered, for his being known to be a Rake? — Why, 
even my Beloved here denied not to correſpond with 
me, tho” her friends had taught her to think me a Li- 
bertine.— Who then would be trying a new and worſ 
„„ OH HTO TAR OF HAFHIN 3274 3 OR 
And then Mrs. Greme is a pious matron ; who 
would not have been biaſſed againſt the truth on any 


conſideration. She uſed formerly, while there wer | 
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_ Mis Clarif Harlowe, 83 
all | my hopes of my Reformation, to pray for me. She 
ar of hardly continues the good cuſtom, I doubt; for her 
© | worthy Lord makes no ſcruple, occaſionally, to rave 
r apainſt'me to man, woman, and child, as they coi 
I in his . He is very undutiful, as thou knowelt. 
Surely, I may fay fo ; ſince all duties are recipro- 
© | cal. But for Mrs. Greme, poor woman ] when my 
Lord has the gout, and is at The Lawn, and the 
I | chaplain not to be found, ſhe prays by him, or reads a 
% | chapter to him in the Bible, or ſome other good book. 
Was it not therefore right, to introduce ſuch a got 
ſort of woman to the dear creature; and to ſhave 
them, without reſerve, to their own talk ?—And "_ 
buſy in talk I ſaw they were, as they rode; and felt 
it too; for moſt charmiog'y glowed my cheeks. 
17 Chops I ſhall be honeſt, J once more fay : But as 
ora mortals are not our own maſters, at all times, 
th I muſt endeavour to keep the dear creature unappre- 
ring 28 until I can get her to our acquaintance's in 
* "London, or to ſame other ſafe place there. Should I. 
in the interim, give her the leaſt room for ſuſpicion; 
what or offer to reſtrain her; ſhe can make her appeals to 
s all þ ſtrangers, and call the country in upon me; and, 


m perhaps, throw herſelf upon her Relations on their own 
ants | terms. And. were I now to loſe her, how unworthy 
110 thould I be, to be the Prince and Leader of ſuch a 
|  Confraternity, as ours /--—How unable to look up 

ite among men] or to ſhew my face among women! 
Ass things at preſent ſtand, ſhe dare not own, that 
the went off againſt her own conſent ; and I have 
wal. taken care to make all the Inplacables believe, that 
11 ſhe eſcaped tvith it. e 
an Anſwer from Miſs Howe, to 


1 _ She has received ar 
che Letter written to her from St. Albans (a). 

bo! Whatever are the contents, I know not; but ſhe 
Any Was drowned in tears on the peruſal of it; and I am 


fufferer. . FE 
e Miſs 
()] Vol. ii. Letter xlv, | : 


84 The HIS Tron r 7 
Miſs Howe is a charming creature too; but con- 
foundedly ſmart and ſpiritful. I am a good deal 
aſraid of her. Her geg can hardly keep her in. 
I muſt continue to play off ald Antony, by my honeft 
o/eph, upon That Mother, in order to manage That 


aughter, and oblige uh, Beloved to an abſo ute de- 


E v upon myſelf (6 Wy 
rs.. Howe is impatient of W 80 is 
Miſs. A young Lady who is ſenſible that ſhe has all 
the maternal requiſites herſelf, to be under maternal 
controul ;—fine ground for a man'of intrigue to build 
upon A Mother over-notable ; a Daughter over» 
ſenſible z- and their Hickman, who A aan: 
but merely a paſſiv e- 8 
Only that I have an object Kill more deſirable 1 
Vet how unhappyy that theſe two young Ladies 
lived ſo near each other, and are ſo ode 
20 "= charmingly might I have . chem 
ot 15 
But one man cannot have every woman words 
having,—Pity tho'—when the man is n a VERY 
clever fellow L | 


| LE T TER XII. i 
Vr. LovELACE, To JohN BELForD, Ef 
In Continuation. * 


TEVER was there ſuch a pair of an 

| Lovers as we ;—yet. perhaps whom it ſo muc 
concerns to keep from each other what each writes. 
She wor't have any-thing elſe todo. I would, if ſhe'd 

let me. I am not reformed enough for a Huſband, 
—Patience i is a virtue, Lord M. ſays. Slow and furs 

is another of his ſentences. If I had not a great 

of that virtue, I ſhould not have waited the 


own time of ripening into execution my plots upoꝶ 
. Themſelves, and upon their R 


| My 


(a) vol. i. p. 200. 


arlowes 
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Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe. 85 


My Beloved has been writing to her ſaucy friend, 
[ believe, all that has befallen her, and what has paſſed 
between us hitherto. She will poſſibly have fine ſub- 
jects for her pen, if ſhe be as minute as I am. 


*I would not be ſo barbarous, as to permit old An- 


* 


tony to ſet Mrs. Howe againſt her, did I not dread 


the conſequences of the correſpondence between the 
two young Ladies, So lively the one, ſo vigilant, ſo 
prudent both, who would not wiſh to outwit ſuch 
girls, and to be able to twirl them round his finger ? 

My Charmer has written to her Siſter for her 
Cloaths, for ſome Gold, and for ſome of her Books. 
What Books can tell her more than ſhe knows? But 
I can. So ſhe had better ſtudy me... 6 10 

She may write. She muſt be obliged to me at laſt, 

with all her pride. Miſs Howe#indeed will be ready 
enough to ſupply her; but I queſtion, whether ſhe 
can do it without her Mother, who is as covetous as 


the grave. And my agent's agent old Antony has al- 
rady-given the Mother a hint, which will make her 


us of pecuninri ns. Tenn, tet 
Beſides, if Miſs Howe has money by her, I can 
put her Mother upon borrowing it of her: Nor blame 
me, Jack, for contrivances that have their foundation 
in generoſity. Thou knoweſt my ſpirit ; and that I 
ſhould be proud to lay an obligation upon my Charmer 
to the amount of half, nay, to the whole of my Eſtate. 
Lord M. has more for me than I can ever wiſh for. 
My predominant paſſion is Girl, not Gold; nor value 
17%, but as it helps me to That, and gives me in- 
dependence. | F W 
I was forced to put it into the ſweet novice's head, 
a well for ny ſake as for hers (leſt we ſhould be trace- 
able by her direction) whither to direct the ſending of 


ber eloaths, if they incline to do her that ſmall piece 


Wilder CCC 7 
do, I ſhall begin to dread a Reconciliation; 


f they 
J and muſt be forced to muſe for a contrivance or two, 


RR to 


86 De H 16 on Y of 
to prevent it; and fo avaid: miſchief. For that (ds 
have told honeſt. 8 — is a. denn, daun N 
Mon 

Thou wilt bing me a fad: fellow, — But 
are not all Rakes ſad fellows?— And art not thou; t 
thy little power, as bad as any? If thou doſt alt thats 
in thy head and in thy heart to do, thou art wor 
than me; for I do not, F aſſuro thee; 190 £4 

I, propoſed, and ſhe conſented, that ber cloaths? 'of 
whatever elſe her relations ſhould think fit to ſend het, 
ſhould be directed to thy Couſin Oſgood's. Leth 
ſpecial meſſenger, at my charge, mus me any Letter, 
or portable paree},” that ſhall come. 'If not port 

give me notice of it. But thou'lt have no trouble 
s ſort from her relations, I dare be fworn. And, 

regen aſſurance, Ivill leave them, I think, to 50 
od their own heads. A man would _y Ne ior 
to anſwer for than needs muſt. 

But one ching, while I think of 13 wy 4 15 
great importance to be attended to You muſt here 
after write to me in character, as I ſhall do to vd 
How know we into whoſe hands our Letters may — 
It would be a confounded thing to be blown be 1 * 
train of my own laying. 

Another thing remember; I hive Chari 
name: Changed it without an act of * 
© Robert Huntingſord' it is now. Continue 270 
It is a reſpectable addition, altho every ſorry boy 
aſſumes it, almoſt to the baniſhment of the ea 
velling one of Captain. To be left, till called i, 
at the poſthouſe at H ertford.” 

Upon naming thee, ſhe aſked th character. I gan 
1 a better than thou deſerveſt, in order to 
credit: to nyſelf. Vet I told her, that thou wert h 
aukward i low; and This to do credit to Thee, tf 
ſhe may not, if ever ſhe be to ſee thee, expect a > 
verer man than ſhe'll find. Yet thy apparent 
wardneſs befriends thee not a little: For wert 2200 
8 


— 2» 3 > — myo = S. 


1 TT = Do A > 


23D CT rams co. 


% Chatifli Harlowe. 35 
ightly mortal, people would diſcover nothing extra- 
ofdinary in thee, when they converſed with thee: 
Whereas ſeeing a Bear, they are 17 r to find in 
thee any- thing that is like a Man. Felicitate thyſelf 
then upon thy defects; which are evidently thy prin- 
cipal-perfeQions; and which occaſion thee a diſtinction 

which othefWiſe thou wouldſt never have. 


[1 The lodgings we are in at preſent are not conve- 
"er nient. I was ſo delicate as to find fault with them, as 
ker, | communicating with each other, becauſe I knew ſhe 
et] would; and told her, That were I ſure ſhe was ſafe 
teeth] from. purſuit, I would leave her in them (ſince ſuch 
ab 72 — earneſt deſire, and expectation) and go to 
hr Sbe muſt be an Infidel againſt all reaſon and ap- 
658 | pearances, if I do not baniſh even the ſhadew of 
mo | miſtruſt from her heart. 
I - Here are two young likely girls, Daughters of the 
150 Widow Sorlings; that's the name of our landlady. 
ee I have only, at preſent, admired them in their 
you. dairy- works. How greedily do the Sex ſwallow 
praiſe Did I not once, in the ſtreets of London, 
re 1 e laugh, bridle, and 
vilibly enjoy the praiſes of a ſooty dog, a chimne 
ate, Who, with his e 8 his 
thoulder,' after giving her the way, ſtopt, and held 
| up his bruſn and ſhovel in admiration of her? Egad, 
fal thought I, I deſpiſe thee as Lovelace: But were 
the chimney-ſweeper, and could only contrive to get 
d {6,1 into thy preſence, my life to thy virtue, I would have 
\f e | 


* 


I g So pleaſed was I with the younger Sorlings, for the 
to ol elegance of her works, that I kiſſed her, and ſhe made 
ert n me a courteſy for my condeſcenſion; and bluſhed, 
„ tht] and ſeemed ſenſible all over + Encouragingly, yet in- 
a ck gocently, ſhe adjuſted: her handkerchief, and looked 
# aul. towards the door, as much as to ſay, She would not 


thodnl dell, were J to kiſs her again, 
ſighth}” Her 


88 The HiSTORY of" 


Her elder Siſter popt upon her. The conſcious 


girl bluſhed again, an: looked ſo confounded, that 
made an excuſe for her, which gratified both. Mrs, 
Betty, ſaid I, I have been ſo much pleaſed-with:ithe 
neatneſs of your dairy-works, that I could not help 


ſaluting your Siſter ; You. have Jour hag of man 
' | 12 8 1 54 


them, I am ſure—Give me leave— 


too How I love a grateful temper! O that my 


Clariſſa were but half ſo acknowlegin g 
J think I muſt get one of them to attend mp; 


Charmer when ſhe removes. — The Mother ſeems t 
be a notable woman. She had not beſt, however, he 


t00 notable: Since, were ſhe by ſufpicion to give a fact 


of difficulty to the matter, it would prepare me for a 
trial with one or both the Daughters. 
Allow me a little rhodomontade, Jack - But really 


and truly, my heart is fixed. I can think of no etea- 


ture breathing of the Sex, but my Gloriana. 


Mr. LoveLace, To JohN BELTORD, E/; * 
1 In Contrmeatron. 3 
THrs is Wedneſday ; the day that I was to have 
loſt my Charmer for ever to the hideous Solmes! 
With what high ſatisfaction and heart's-eaſe can, 
now fit down, and triumph over my Men in Straw a 
Harlowe-Place! Yet tis perhaps beſt. for them, . that 
ſhe got off as ſhe did. Who knows what col 
ſequences might have followed upon my attending he 
in; or (if ſhe had not met me) upon my projected 


viſit, followed by my Myrmidons? _ 
But had T even gone in with 


But had'T even gone in with her un- accompanigſ 
I think J had but little reaſon for apprehenſion: A 
well thou knoweſt, that the tame Spirits which vali 


themſelves yon Reputation, and are held within 
Feen Coppderations 0niy's ll 


| tins of the 


Good ſouls I like them both She — 


3 
” * 
18 44 
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der; at leaſt for a time, and till they have run to the 
—_— | end 


its buz a 


bowel ſpun toils; and when ſo fully ſecured, that it 
can neither move leg nor wing, ſulbeng i, as if for 
a ſpectacle to be exulted over : Then ſtalking to the 
door of his cell, turns about, glotes overitata diſtance; 
and, ſometimes advancing, ſometimes retiring, preys 
at leiſure upon its vitals. 5 Ah W N 


But now I think of it, will not this compariſon do 
well for the intangled girls, as for the tame ſpirits? 
—Better o my conſcience |—'Tis but comparing the 


dpider to us brave fellows ; and it quadrates. 
Whatever our hearts are in, our heads will follow. 
Begin. with Spiders, with Flies, with what we will, 


Girl is the centre of gravity, and we all naturally tend 
wit, 'Y e 


Nevertheleſs, to recur; I cannot but obſerve, that 
theſe tame ſpiriis ſtand a poor chance in a fairly offen- 
live war with ſuch of us mad fellows, as are above all 


lay, and ſeorm to fkilk behind the hypocritical ſereen 


of Reputation. . 7 
Thou knoweſt, that I never ſcrupled to throw my- 


klf among numbers of adverſaries; the more the 


lafer: One or two, no fear, will take the part of a 
lingle adventurer, if not intentionally, in fact: hold- 
_ in, while others hold in the principal antago- 
my, to the augmentation. of their mutual prowels, 


till both are prevailed upon to compromiſe, or one to 


abſent, So that upon the whole, the Law-breakers 
have the advantage of the Law keepers, all the world 


M Clariſſa Harlowe. 89 
Ie compared to an infectious Spider; which will run 
into his hole the moment one of his threads is touched 
bya finger that can cruſh him, leaving all his tolls. 
defenceleſs, and to be bruſhed down at the will of the 
potent invader. While a filly Fly, that has neither 
courage 4 to reſiſt, no ſooner gives notice 
1 its ſtruggle, of its being intangled, but 
dut ſteps the ſelf-circumſcribed tyrant, winds round 
and round the poor inſect, till he covers it with his 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


90 The HISTORY of. 1 
end of their race. Add to this, in the queſtion iy . 
tween me and the Harlowes, that the whole family| 6 
them muſt know that they have injured men} 6 
therefore be afraid of me. Did they not, at their ow | 
Church, cluſter together like bees, when they i 
me enter it? Nor knew they which ſhould ventut 
out firſt, when the Service was over. 
James, indeed, was not there. If he had, he would 5 
perhaps have endeavoured to loo valiant. But thek **: 
is a ſort of valour in the face, which, by its over-bluſter, 
ſhews fear in the heart: Juſt ſuch a face would Jama 
Harlowe's have been, had I made them a viſit. l 
When I have had ſuch a face and ſuch a heart alfj ! 
have deſcribed to deal with, I have been all calm ani 4 
ſerene, and left it to the friends of the bluſterer (as! 1 
have done to the Harlowes) to do my work for me, dl 
I am about muſtering up in my memory, all tha], 
have ever done, that has been thought praiſe» worthy * 
or but barely tolerable. I am afraid. thou canſt 9 | 
help me to many remembrances of this ſort; becaukF 5 
T never was ſo bad as ſince I have known thee. 
Have I not had it in my heart to do ſome ood thi 18 
thou canſt remind me of? Study for me, Jack . 
have recollected ſeveral inſtances, which I think wil Me: 
tell in—But ſee if thou canſt not help me to ſouth 5 
which I may have forgot. 3 
This I may venture to ſay, That the principal bi iy 
in my eſcutcheon is owing to theſe Girls, theſe c0l 
founded Girls. But for Them, I could go to churdlf nn. 
with a good conſcience: But when I do, There thi 10 
are. Every-where does Satan ſpread his ſnares fi 11 
me! | LY | . 
But, now I think of it, what if our governors ſhoull 
appoint Churches for the Women only, and others W 
the Men!—Full as proper, I think, 85 the promotil 
of true piety in both (much better than the f 
gogue· lattices) as ſeparate Boarding - ſchools for thily | 


education. 


tal ( 


Miſs Clarida Harlowe. 92 


0 Thers are already male and: female dedications of 
| es,. | Gabe brody: bYfr ON TR OHNG 
ö St. Swithin's, St. Stephen's, St. Thomas's, St. 
George's, and ſo forth, might be appropriated to the 
men; and the Santa Katharina's, Santa Anna's, Santa 
Maria's, Santa Margaretta's, for the women. 
"| Yet, were it fo, and life to be the forfeiture of be- 
„ine found at the female Churches, I believe that I, 
ber like a ſecond Clodius, ſhould change my dreſs, to 
ſet come at my Portia or Pompeia, tho? one the Daugh- 
ter of a Cato, the other the Wife of a Cæſar. | 
But how I excorſe Let thou uſedſt to ſay, thou 
wr likedſt my excurſions. If thou doſt, thou'lt have 
de of chem: For I never had a ſubject I ſo much 
(a adored ; and with which I ſhall probably be com- 
pelled to have fo much patience, before I ſtrike the 


wil blow; if the blow I do ſtrike. | 
hy at let me call myſelf back to my recordation-ſub- 


90 F Thou needeſt not remind me of my Roſebud. 
cauk Thave her in my head; and moreover have contrived 
3} 6 give my Fair-one an hint of that affair, by the 
n prncy. of honeſt Joſeph Leman (3); altho* I have 


BY Wi reaped the hoped-for credje of her acknowlege 
will | 5 e | 1 5 


c 
fone That's the devil; and it was always my Hard fate 
72Þ Every-thing I do that is good, is But as I anght ! — 
1500 Eyery thing of a contrary nature is brought into the 
col moſt glaring light againſt me !|—Is this ſair? Ought 
bac det a balance to be ſtruck? and the credit carried to 
- the my account? Vet I muſt own too, that I half-grudge 
Tn Johnny this blooming maiden ; for, in truth, I think 

{| 3 fine woman too rich a jewel to hang about a poor 
man's neck. | ITE 9 | 
.; Surely, Jack, if I am guilty of a fault in my uni- 
yerfal adorations of the Sex, the women in general 
'ought-to love me the better for it. | 
And ſo they do, I thank them heartily; except 


here 


la] See Vol, ii. p. 146, 1479——149, I50s 


dere and . a covetous little rogue comes pr” me) 
who, under the pretence of loving virtue for its of 4 


ſake, wants to have me all to herſelf. e be 
Re | pee we, de : or 
15 911165 | Adieu, for the preſent.” F; 
0/008 pr 
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i. Wee HARTOw RE, To Miſs Howe, pa 


* | Thurſday Niebt, April [ 5 in 

Lane loved writing, and my vohapyy ſituatio Mt 
gives me now enough of it; and you, I fear, toy hy 
_— I have had another very warm debate with || 
r. Lovelace. It brought on the ſubje& which you | 
adviſed me not to decline, when it handſomely offered | 1 
And I want to have either your acquittal or blame fa} 


haying ſuffered it to go off without effece. 0 
The impatient wretch ſent up to me ſeveral times PA 


wile I was writing my laſt to you, to deſire my com- 
| : yet his buſineſs nothing particular; only tþ = 
22 Bim talk. The man ſeems pleaſed with his ow 0 
volubility; and, whenever he has collected together} '* 
abundance of ſmooth things, he wants me to finda ks 
ear for them! Yet he need not; for I don't ofts 
gratify him either with giving him the praiſe for lj pu 
verboſeneſs, or ſhewing the pleaſure in it, that it 9 
would be fond of. 1 
When I had finiſhed the Letter, and given it 0 t 
Mr. Hickman's friend, I was going up again and ha 
got up half a dozen fairs; ; when he be ought me 
ſto and hear what he had to ſay. _ 
Nothing, as I ſaid, to any new purpoſe had heb 7. 
offer; but complainings, and thoſe in a manner, A de 
with an air, as I thou ht, that bordered upon Jol ke 
lence. He could not live, he told me, unleſs he 7 


more of my company, and of my indulgence toch 1/1 By 
I had yet given him. | Sol cric 


. 8 
4 * 
. * * AS 
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Hereupon I ſtept down, and into the parlour, not 
à little out of humour with him; and the more, as 
he has very quietly taken up his quarters here, with- 
out talking of removing, as he had promiſed. | 
Me began preſently our angry conference. He 
provoked me; and I repeated ſeveral of the plaineſt 
things I had ſaid in our former converſations ; and 


particularly told him, that I was every hour more and 


more diſſatisfied with myſelf, and with him: That he 
was not a man, who, in my opinion, improved upon 
acquaintance: And that I ſhould not be eaſy ill he 
tad left me to myſelf. ; "3 8 £1} 

e might be ſurpriſed at my warmth, perhaps; but 


tally the man looked ſo like a ſimpleton, heſitating, 


and having nothing to ſay for.himſelf, or that ſhould 
excuſe the peremptcrineſs. of his demand upon me 
(when he knew I had been writing a Letter which a 
gentleman waited for) that I lung from him, declare- 
ing, that I would be: miſtreſs of my own time, and 


of my own actions, and not be called to account for 


Fit 


_ "Fon N 
He was very uneaſy till he could again be admitted 
Into my company. And when I was obliged to ſee 
tim, which was ſooner than I liked, never did man 
put on a more humble and reſpectful demeanour. - 
He told me, That he had, upon this occaſion, been 


A 


ens into himſelf, and had found a great deal of 


gon to blame himſelf for an impatiency and inconſi- 


NY eration, which, altho' he meant nothing by it, muſt 


it very diſagreeable to one of my delicacy. That 
having always aimed at a manly ſincerity and openneſs 


bart, he had not till now diſcovered, that both 


tre very conſiſtent with that true politeneſs, which 
he feared he had too much diſregarded, while he ſought 


avoid the contrary extreme; knowing, that in me 

e had to deal with a Lady, who. deſpiſed an hypo- 
Cite, and who was above all flattery. But, from 
is time forth, I ſhould find ſuch an alteration in his 


whole 


94 Tiber HIS TroR "of 
whole behaviour; as might be expected from a HI 
who knew himſelf to be honoured with the preſet 
and converſation of a perſon, who had the moſt delieat 
wund in the worlu that was his flouriſh.” / 29 
I ſaid, That he might perhaps expect congratuliſ 
upon the diſcovery he had juſt now made, to'wit 
That true politeneſs and ſincerity were 'reconcileable; 
But that I,” who had, by a perverſe fate, been throw 
into his company, had abundant reaſon to regret'thit 
he had not ſooner found this out: Since, I believe 
very few men of Birth and Educurion were Trang 1 
to it. 
He knew not, neither, he ſaid, whit he had fo Wh j 
behaved himſelf, as to deſerve ſo very ſevere a rebuke, | *, 
Perhaps not, I replied: But he might, if ſo, milk th 
another diſcovery: from what Thad ſaid; which mig F 
be to my own p Since, if he had ſo mud be 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with himſelf, he would ſee what f N 
ungenerous perſon he ſpoke to, who, when he ſeemel I 
to give himſelf airs of humility, which, perhaps N 
thought beneath him to aſſume, had not the civſh ® 
to make him a compliment upon them; 3 but *. le 
ready to take him at his word. - oo 
He had long, with infinite pleaſure the prevail bop 
flattery-hater Kid, admired my ſuperior talents, and 1e 
e in ſo young a Lady, perfectly ſurpriſing. 
Let me, Madam, ſaid he, ſtand ever ſo Ea 
vu opinion, I ſhall believe all you ſay to be ju 
and that I have nothing to do, but to govern m 
for the future by your example, and by the ſtan of 25 


3 


r oe 


you ſhall be pleaſed to give me. 
I know better, Sir, replied I, than to valve my 
upon your volubility of Tpeech. As you 'pretenth 
pay SY þe preferable” a regard to Sincerity, you ſhow 
confine youfſelf to the ſtrict rules of truth, When . 
ſpeak of me, to myſelf: And then, altho” you't 
be ſo kind as to imagine, 2 have rea ſon to mf 


me a compliment, you wi „„ cee Fit 
+... Wa 


« } ; 


_ 
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urſelf i in thoſe arts, which have made ſo extraordi-- 
ar young creature ſo great a fool. 
Fa. "Real „ my dear, the man deſerves not nobifer 
51 treatment. —And then has he not made a fool, an 
6h -—_ fool, of me :I am afraid he himſelf thinks 
r 48. 
we ſurpriſed ! 1 am amazed, Madam, e 
he, at ſo ſtrange a turn upon me!—T am very un- 
happy, that nabing I can do or ſay will give you a 
good opinion of me.) Would to heaven that I Knew 
what I can do to obtain the honour of your confi- 
dence. 
told him, chat I deſired his abſence, of all things. 
buy not, I ſaid, that my friends thought it worth 
their while to give me diſturbance: Therefore, if he 
would ſet out for London, or Berkſhire, or whither 
he pleaſed, it would be moſt agreeable to me, and 
moſt reputable too. 

„He would do ſo, he ſaid, he | ONT BE. 10 = fo; - the 
moment I was-in a place to my dias n a Place 
convenient. for me. 

This, Sir, will be ſo, faid I. when. you Are 1 
here to break in upon me and make the apartments 
* inconvenient. 10 
e did not think this place ſafe, he replied; ; and 

intended not to ſtay here, he had not been ſo ſoli- 
vitous, as otherwiſe he ſhould have been, to injoin 

mvacy to his ſervants, nor to Mrs. Greme at her 
Taving me; and there were two or three gentlemen 
in-the 'neighbourhood, he faid, with whoſe ſervants 

bis pofliping fellows had ſcraped acquaintance : 80 
that he 5 5 not think of leaving me here 1 — 
ind unattended. But fix upon any place in | 
Where I could be out of danger, and he Rees Fi: pa 12 8 
e furthermoſt part of the King's dominiane, if by 
Wing ſo. he could make me eaſy. 
told him plainly, that I ſhould never 1 I in 4 lM | 
Vith myſelf for meeting bim; nor with him, for 
85 * 
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ſeducing me away: That my regrets increaſed, inftead 
of diminiſhed : That my Re utation was wounded: 
That nothing Ieould do would now retrieve it: And 
that he muſt not wonder, if I every hour grew moꝶ 
and more uneaſy both with myſelf and him : That 
upon the.whole, I was willing to take care of myſelf; 
and when he had left me, I ſhould beſt know what ty 
reſolve upon, and whither to go. 
Hie wiſhed, he ſaid, he were at liberty, without 
giving me offence, or being thought to intend to in, 


Fringe the articles I had ſtipulated and in ſiſted upon, id 


make one humble propoſal to me.— But the /acred re 


gard he was determined to pay to all my injunttun | 


reluctantly as I had on Monday laſt put it into hi 


power to ſerve me) would not permit him to make j 


unleſs I would promiſe to excuſe him, if I did not ap 
prove of it. | 


L aſked, in ſome confuſion, What he would ſay? 


_ . He prefaced and paraded on; and then out came 
with great diffidence, and many apologies, and a ball 
fulneſs which ſat very aukwardly upon him, a props 

fal of ſpeedy ſolemnization: Which, he ſaid, would 
put all right; and make my firſt three or four months 
(which otherwiſe muſt be paſſed in obſcurity and apr 
prehenſion) a round of viſits and viſitings to and from 
all his relations; 'T'o Miſs Howe; T'o whom I pleaſed: 
And would pave the way to the Reconciliation I had 
ſo much at heart. 7 F 


Your advice had great weight with me juſt then, 8 | 
well as his reaſons, and the conſideration of my att 


happy ſituation : But what could I ſay? I wants 
ſomebody to ſpeak for me: I could not, all at on 
act as if I, thought that all punctilio was at an mh 
I was unwilling to ſuppoſe it as ſo ſoon, 

The man ſaw I was not angry at his motion. 
only bluſhed ; and that I am ſure I did up to the «al 
and looked lilly, and like a fool. | | 
He wants not courage. 


* 
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Would he have. had | 


_— SSN 
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den } catch at his firſt, at his very firſt word ?—I was /ilent 
led: too And do not the bold Sex take filence for a marc 
And of favour?— Then, /o lately in my Father's houſe! 
nog | Having alſo declared to him in my Letters, before I 
hat ad your advice, that I would not think of marriage 
ſell; J gil he had paſſed. thro? a ſtate of Probation, as I may 
at td | call it How was it poſſible I could encourage, with 
very ready ſigns of approbation, ſuch an early propo- 
als eſpecially ſo ſoon after. the free treatment he had 
d || provoked from me. If I were to die, I could not. 
, tf He looked at me with great confidence; as if (not- 
dre | withſtanding his contradiftory baſhfulneſs) he would 
7108 book me through; while my eye but now-and-then 
> if could glance at him. He begged my pardon' with 
ce y great humility : He was afraid I would think he de- 
ved no other anſwer, but that of a contemptusus 
1 flence, True Love was fearful of offending [ Take 
ay! care, Mr. Lovelace, thought I, how yours is tried by 
ame, that rule]. Indeed ſo ſacred a regard (fooliſh man !) 
all: pould he have to all my declarations made beforg [ 
c I 8 
- would hear him no further; but withdrew in a 


nts} confuſion #00 viſible, and left him to make his non- 
d ap} ſenſical flouriſhes to himſelf. = 3 OATS CPS , 
from - Iwill only add, that, if he really wiſhes for a ſpeedy - 
aſe; Þ Solemnization, he never could have had a luckier time 
| half do preſs for my conſent to it. But he let it go off; 
and indignation has taken place of it: And now it 
n, JF ſhall be a point with me, to get him atdiſtance fromme. 
yur lam, my deareſt friend, ', - A 
ante} f Your ever faithful and obliged _ 
r Ee er H. 
IETER NN. 

n. 1 Hr. Loverace, To JoHN BELFORD, Ei; 
WHAT can be done with a woman who is above 
I flattery, and deſpiſes all praiſe but that which 
4 mf} Hows from the approbation of her own heart: 


* 


r. III. 
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But why will this admirable creature urge 
deſtiny? Why will ſhe oy the power ſhe is abſg; 
lutely dependent upon? Why will ſhe fill. wiſh 6 
my face, that ſhe had never left her Father's houſe? 
hy will ſhe deny me her company, till ſhe makg 
me loſe my patience, and lay myſelf open to her reſent- 
ment? And why, when ſhe is offended, does, ſh 


carry her indignation to the utmoſt length that 3 


ſcornful Beauty in the very height of her power an 
N mare ay) IMEPY | Ni 


Is it prudent, thinkeſt thou, in her circumſtances, 


to tell me, repeatedly to tell me, That ſhe is ever 


* „ 1 


hour more and more diſſatisfied with herſelf and I 


That J am not one, who improve upon her in my 
converſation and addreſs? [ Couldſt thou, Jack, beat 


this from a captive !] That ſhe ſhall not be eaſy while 


ſhe is with me? That ſhe was thrown upon me b A 


perverſe fate? That ſhe knows better than to value 
herſelf upon my volubility ? That if I think ſhe 
deſerves the -compliments I make her, I may pride 


myſelf in thoſe Arts, by which I have made a fool of | 


| ſo extraordinary a perſon? That ſhe ſhall never fol- 
give herſelf for meeting me, nor me for ſeducing het 
away? [ Her very words /] That her regrets increaſe 
inſtead of diminiſh ? That ſhe will take care of her: 
ſelf; and fince her friends think it not worth while 
to purſue her, ſhe will be left to her own care 
That I ſhall make Mrs. Sorlings's houſe more agree: 
able by my-abfence?—And, go to Berks, to town, 


» * 


SSS re 
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or 


2 78S 


or where-ever I will (to the devil, I ſuppoſe) . with 8 


all her heart! 


The impolitic Charmer! To a temper ſo vindic | 


tive as ſhe thinks mine! To a Free-liver, as ſhe be- 
lieves me to be, who has her in his power | IW 
before, as thou knoweſt, balancing; now this 040 
now that; the beavieſt. I only waited; to ſee ho 
her will would work, how mine would lead me oh 
Thou ſeeſt what biaſs hers takes—And ih 


1 
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her | Janbt that mine will be determined by it? Were not 
los | her faults before this, numerous enough? Why will 
be put me upon looking bac!!! 
& | I will fit down to argue with myſelf by-and-by, 
ka | ind thou ſhalt be acquainted with the reſult. - * 
mt | If thou. didſt but know, if thou hadſt but beheld 
tbe what an abje& ſlave ſhe made me look like —I had 
t 4 den myſelf high airs, as /be called them: But they 
an were airs that ſhewed my Love for her: That ſhewed 
could not live out of her company. But ſhe took me 
ce | down with a vengeance |. She made me look about me: 
eo much advantage had ſhe over me; ſuch ſevere turns 
ne! upon me; by my Soul, Jack, I had hardly a word to 
my ay for myſelf. I am aſhamed to tell thee, what a 
ber poor creature ſhe made me look like! But I could have 
ile old her ſomething that would have humbled her pretty 
07A pride at the inſtant, had ſhe been in a proper place, 
and proper company about her. ES FARE. - apt Ions 
be Jo ſuch a place then—and where ſhe cannot fly me 


ride And then to ſee how my will works, and what can 
f of de done by the amorous See. ſatu; now humble; now 
ar 


1917 | proud; now expecting, or demanding ; now ſubmit- 
het ting, or acquieſcing—till I have tired reſiſtance. 
But theſe hints are at preſent enough. I may fur- 
„ ther explain myſelf as I go along; and as I confirm 
vhile or recede in my future motions, If ſhe will revive - 
paſt diſobligations! If ſhe will—But no more, no 
> | more, as 1 ſaid, at preſent, of threatenings. 


Th. L-E-TT-ERXVE-- 

nde - MW.. LovELAce, To JoHN BELFORD, E/q; 
© AND do I not ſee that I ſhall need nothing but 
ob A patience, in order to have all power with me? 
hol For what ſhall we ſay, if all theſe complaints of a 
e 0 | charater wounded; theſe declarations of increaſing 
on regrets for meeting me; of reſentments never to be 


* 


denden in clouds, and to run away from the ſubjet, 
28 ſoon as ſhe took my meaning, leſt ſhe ſhould. im 


— . 
— - = vec oo rears aptrenwe ware 


DOT ——— 


Knee many of the Sex (we mention it with regret) who on the feſt hob · 


— 
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got over for my ſeducing her away; theſe angry com 
mands tp Ae —What ſhall we ſay, II al wer 
to mean nothing . but Marzmons? And what 
my forbearing to enter upon that ſubject come out tc 
be the true cauſe of her petulance and uneaſineſs ? 
Thad once before played about the ſkirts of 


4 


irrevocable obligation; but thought myſelf, oblige 


1 


ine it to be ungenerouſly.urged,. now ſhe, was in.ſamg 
lort in my power, as ſhe had forbid me, beforehand, 
to touch. upon it, till I were in a ſtate of viſible RH 
formation, and till a Reconciliation with her friends 
were probable. But now, out- argued, de 
and puſhed ſo yehemently to leave. ang whom I ha 
no good pretence to hd, if ſhe world goz;a 
who could ſo eafily, if I had given her caule,q 


doubt, have thrown herſelf into other protection, 


have returned to Harlowe- Place and Solmes; I ſpoke 
out upon the ſubject, and offered reaſons, altho'.with 
infinite doubt and heſitation [4% ſhe /hauld be. offend 


x F # 


at me, Belford!] why ſhe ſhould. aflent to the- 


tie, and make me the happieſt of men. And Ohoy bh 
the mantled cheek, the downeaſt eye, the ſilent, iys | tg! 


trembling lip, and the heaving boſom, a ſweet. ca 


lection of heightened ere evidence, that tie 


Charming creature, thought I [ But I charge thth 
that thou let ot any of the Sex know my exultation fa 
Is it ſo ſeon come to this? Am I already Lord of thi 
deſtiny, of a Clariſſa Harlowe Am I already. tht 
reformed man thou reſolvedſt I uu be, before I had 
the leaſt encouragement” given me? Is it thus, 1 


2 4 F „ 
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(a) Mr. Lovelace might have ſpared his caution on this oct 


ication had read thus far, and even to the end of the next ,yolumb 
have, been readier to cenſure the Lady for over-niceneſs, as we hays 
ſerved in a former Note, p. 39. than him fur artifices and exal 


not leſs cruel and ungrateful, than ungenerous and unmanly. 
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Andre thou Enotbeſf ine, the liſt thou ſee reaſon 70 
approve of me 2 can Art — eee into 
7 breaſt ſo celeſtial; To baniſh me from. thee, to 
nſiſt fo'rigorouſly upon my abſence, in order to brin ng 
me cloſer to thee, and make the — 9 dear? We 
510 Arts juſtify mine; and 4 me to let looſe 
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/plotting genius upon the. 
But let me tell thee, charming maid, if thy wiſhes 
are at all to be anſwbrds; that thon haft yet to account 
o me for thy reluctance to go off with me, at a criſis 


when thy going off was neceſſary to avoid being 


forced into the nuptial fetters with a wretch, that 
gere he not thy averſion, thou wert no more honeſt 
on merit, than to m. | 
am acciſtomed to be preferred, 16 me tell thee, | 
by thy equals in rank too, tho” thy infertors in merit; 
but” who is not ſo? And ſhall T marry a woman, 
Who has given. me reaſon to doubt oe preference ſhe 
hisfor me? 
No, my Feginff Vers I TRE too PE? A regard | 
ſor thy Injunttions, to let them be broken thro', even . 
by thyſelf, Nor will I take-in thy full meaning b 


Mulhing ſilence only. Nor ſhalt thou give me ro 


to doubt, whether it be Neceſſity or Love, that ins 
ſpires this condeſcending impulſe. UT ON ee OO 
Upon - theſe principles, wiat had I to 1 but to 
conſtrue her ſilence into contemptuous diſpleaſure? 
And I begged her pardon for making a motion, which 
[had fo Woch reaſon to fear would offend her: For 
the future I would pay à ſacred regard to her previous 


Munkkion, and prove to her by all my conduct the 


truth of that obſervation, That Free Love 1 1s 5 ways 
farful'of offending. © © 

And what. could the Lady ay to this? methinks 
thou. aſkeſt, . 

Sey - Why ſhe looked vexed, diloncerted; ſonnet 
Vs at a loſs, as I thought, whether to be more angry 
* benlclf, or with me.. "She turned about, however, 
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as if to hide a ſtarting tear; and drew a ſigh into tun 
or three but juſt audible quavers, trying to ſupptek 
it; and withdrew—leaving. me maſter of the field. 
Tell me not of Politeneſs : Tell me not of Genero- 
ſity: Tell me not of Compaſſion :-Is ſhe not a Match 
for me? More than a Match? Does ſhe not out- do 
me at every fair weapon ? Has ſhe not made me 
doubt her Love? Has ſhe not taken officious pains to 
declare, that ſhe was not-averſe to Solmes for any 
reſpect ſhe had to me? and her ſorrow for putting 
* out of his reach; that is to ſay, for meeting 
me 9 | TT. | _- 
Ĩ50bhen what a triumph would it be to the Harlue 
pride, were I now to marry this Lady? A family be 
neath my own ! No one in it worthy of an alliance 
with, but her! My own Eſtate not contemptible! 

Living within the bounds of it, to avoid dependence 
upon heir betters, and obliged to no man living ! My 


expectations ſtill ſo much more confiderable.! My per 
Van. 


ſon, my talents—not to be deſpiſed, ſurely— 

jected by them with ſcorn, Obliged to carry on an 
underhand addreſs. to their daughter, when two of 
the moſt: conſiderable families in the kingdom have 
made overtures, which I have declined, partly for het 
ſake, and partly becauſe I never will marry, if /þe be 
not the perſon. To be forced to teal her away; not 
only from them, but from herſelf! And muſt I be 
brought to implore forgiveneſs and reconciliation from 
the Harlowes ?—Beg to be acknowleged as the Son of 
a gloomy'tyrant ; whoſe only boaſt is his riches:? As 
a Brother to a wretch, who has conceived immortal 
hatred to me; and to a Siſter who was beneath my 
attempts, or I would have had her in my own" wi) 
(and that with a tenth part of the trouble and pains 
that her Siſter has coſt me)? And, finally, as a Nephew 
to Uncles, who valuing themſelves upon their acquire 
fortunes, would inſult me, as creeping to them of 


that account —F orbid it the Blood of the Lovelace, 
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dur-your of; and, , me fa, noe the e 
your: ſtock, ſhould thus'creep, thus fawn, thus lick 
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In Continuation, _ 
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BY T is it not the divine CLARISSA (II. rlotue let 


me not ſay; my. ſoul ſpurns them all but her) 


om I am thus by implication threatening ?—lf Vir- 


tue be the True Nobility, how is ſhe ennobled, and 
bow . would an alliance with her ennoble, were not 
contempt due to the family from which ſne ſprung, 
and prefers to me ? 


hut again, let me ſtop.—Ts there not ſomething _ 
wrong; has there not been ſomething wrong in this 


divine creature? And will not the reflections upon 


that wrong (what tho' it may be conſttued in my fa- 
pour ?) (a) make me unhappy, when Novelty has loſt 
its charms, and when, mind and perſon, ſhe is all my 


own? Libertines/are nicer, if at all nice, than other 


men. They ſeldom meet with the Stand of Virtue in 
the women whom they attempt. And by the frailty 


of thoſe they have triumphed over, they judge of all 
the reſt, * Importunity and Opportunity no woman 


is proof againſt, eſpecially from a perſevering Lover, 
vho knows how to ſuit Temptations to Inclinations.” 
Chis, thou knoweſt, is a prime article of the Rake's 
And what! (methinks thou askeſt with ſurprize) 
Doſt thou queſtion this moſt admirable of women? 
The Virtue of a CLARISss A doſt thou queſtion? 


F 4 


Bs Ca) The particular attention of ſuch of the Fair Sex as are more apt 


do read for the ſake of amuſement, than inſtruction, is tegueſted ts 
| this Letter of Mr. Lovelace, 


| 
1 


= 
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I do not, 1 dare not queſtion . Ay rever ver Wy 
* her, will not let me reli queſtion it. But f 
me, in my turn, aſk, thee — Is not, may not is 
Virtue be founded rather in Pride than i in Principle? 
Whoſe Daughter is ſhe ?-And is ſhe not a Daughter? 
If impeccab! e, how came ſhe by her im ecoability 
The pride of ſetting an Exam le to her. 1 80 
away with her hitherto, an- have made her 


till zow invincible. But is Rt that pride 3 
What may not both en and women be brought to 


do, in a mortified flate ? What mind is ſuperior to 
calamity? Pride is perhaps the principal bulwark of 
female virtue. Humble a woman, and N ſhe not 
be e gen humbled ? 
' Then who ſays, Miſs Clariſſa Hlarlowe is the Bu 
ragon of Virtue ?—ls Virtue-itſelf?  - 
All who know her, and have heard of her, it vil 
be anſwered, © 
Common Bruit! — Ts Virtue to be eſtabliſhed by 
common Bruit only ?—Has her Virtue ever been 
proved? Who has dared to try her Virtue? "# 
J told thee, I would fit down to argue with myſelf; 


and I have en * into argumentation before! 


was aware. 
Let me enter into a ſtrict diſcuſſion of this een 


I know how ungenerous an appearance what I have 
faid, and what I have farther to ſay, on this topic, 
will have from ne: But am I not bringing Virtue'to 
the touchſtone, with a view to exalt it, if it come 
out to be proof? Avaunt then, for one moment, 
call conſideration that may ariſe from a weaknels 
© which ſome would miſcall gratitude ; and is often- 
4 5 times the corrupter of a heart not ignoble !” 


To the Teft then—And I will bring this charming | 
creature to the frie/? Teſt, © that all the Sex, who 


may be ſhewn any paſſages i in my Letters [ And! 


know thou cheareſt the hearts of all thy acquaintance 


with ſuch detached parts of mine, as tend not to dif- 


honour . 


— 
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honour characters, or reveal names: And this gives 
me an "appetite to oblige thee by interlardment] that all 
the Sex, I ſay, may ſee what they ought to be 3 what 
is arpected from them; and if they have to deal with 
« a perſon of reflection and punctilio (of Pride, if thou 
wilt) how careful they ought to be, by a regular 


and uniform conduct, not to give him cauſe to think 


© lightly of them for favours granted which may be. 
interpreted into natural weakneſs. For is not a 


| © Wife the keeper of a man's honour? And do not 


her faults bring more diſgrace upon a Huſband, than 


even upon herſelf?' 


It is not for nothing, Jack, that J der diſliked the | 


Life of Shackles. 
To the Teſt, then, as I hid, {ince now I kava the 
queſtion brought home to me, Whether Jam to have 


a Wife? And whether ſhe be to be a Wife at the ffts ; 


or at the ſecond hand? _ 

I will proceed fairly. I will 40 the dear creature 
not only ſtrict, but generous juſtice ; for I will try her 
by her own judgment, as well as by our principles.. 

She blames. herſelf for having correſponded with 
me, a man of free character; and one indeed whoſe 


firſt view it was, to draw her into this correſpond- 
ence; and who ſucceeded in it, wp means ee 
| to herſelf. 


© Now, what were _ eee to this: corre- 
$ ſpondence ? If not what her niceneſs makes her 


think blame worthy,- why does ſhe blame herſelf ? 


Has ſhe been capable of error? Of e in chat | 


error? 


Wboever was the tenpter, that is not the thing ; 


nor what the mene. The fad, the errer, is now 


before us. 
Did ſhe perſiſt in it againſt parental prohibition. 1 
She owns ſhe did. 


Was a Daughter ever a who had hig her no- 8 
tions of the filial duty „of the 0 authority? 


N55 Never. 


2 
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8 Never. 


- 


What muſt be thoſe inducements, how ſtron 1 


that were 1 ſtrong for Duty, in a Daughter ſo duli- 
1 ul f— What muſt yy thoughts have * of theſe 
« inducements z what my hopes built upon them, at 
6 the time, taken in this light ?? : | 


Well, but it will. be ſaid, That her principal view 
was, to prevent miſchief between her Brother and her 


ether friends, and the man vilely inſulted by them all. 


But-why. ſhould ſhe be more concerned for the ſafety 
af others, than they were for their own ? And had 
not the Rencounter then happened? Was a perſon of 
< Virtue to be prevailed upon to break through her ap- 
parent, her acknowleged duty, upon any con ſidera- 


« tion ?˙ And if not, was ſhe to be ſo prevailed upon 


to prevent an apprehended evil only ? 


Thou, Lovelace, the Tempter (thou wilt again 


break out and ſay) to be the Accuſer 5 
But Lam nat the Accuſer. I am an Arguer only, 
and, in my heart, all the time acquit and worſhip the 


divine creature. But let me, nevertheleſs, examine, 


< whether the acquittal be owing to her merit, or to 


my wean: Weakneſs the true name for Love! 


But ſhall we ſuppoſs another motive ?—And that 
is Lovs.; a motive which all the world will excuſe 


her for. But let me tell all the world that do, nt 
I becauſe they aught, but becauſe all the world is apt 
JJC bite? oo +6 | 
Let Love then be the motive: Love of whom ® © 


A Lovelace, is the anſwer, 


Is there but one Lovelace in the world? May 


c. not more Lovelaces be attracted by ſo fine a figure? 
< By ſuch exalted qualities? It was her Character that 
« drew me to her: And it was her Beauty and good 
« Senſe, that rivetted my chains; and now all toge- 


ther make me think her a ſubje& worthy of my at · 


«. tempts 3 worthy of my ambition,” > 
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But has ſhe had the candor, the. openneſs, to ac- 
— 1 07 por THe 
heſe ] Well then, if Love it be at bo:tom, is there not 
4e another Fault lurking beneath the ſhadow of that 
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her . And what reſults?—* Is then the divine Clariſſa 
a. J. capable of loving a man whom ſhe ought nat to love? 
ey And is ſhe capable of HMectation? Andiis her vir- 
had tue founded in Pride — And, if the anſwer to theſe 
1of | © queſtions be affirmative, muſt ſhe not then be a 


to | * be provoked to promiſe to abandon her Father's 
“ | * houſe, and go off with him, knowing his character; 
at | * and even conditioning not to marry till improbable 
ſe and remote contingencies were to come to paſs? 
of What tho' the provocations were ſuch as would 
pt juſtify any other woman; yet was a CLARISSA td 

1 bh ſuſceptible to provocations, which ſhe thinks 
33 _ highly cenſurable for being ſo much moved 

6 by! ; . 


7 15 ut let us ſee the dear creature reſolved to revoke 
? her promiſe ; yet meeting her Lover; a bold and in- 
t F trepid man, who was more than once before diſap- 


pointed by her; and who comes, as ſhe knows, pre- 
pared to expect the fruits of her appointment, and 
reſolved to carry her off, And let an the him actually 
carrying her off; and having her at his mercy—* May 
t | © there not be, I repeat, other Lovelaces ; other /ite 
| LE £3 intrepid 
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intrepid perſevering enterprizers ; altho' they may 0 


© not go to work in the ſame way? 


And has then a CLARISSA (herſelf her judge) 
. © failed ?—In ſuch great points failed ?!—And may 


© ſhe not further fail? Fail in the greate/? point, to | 


_ © which all the other points in which ſhe has failed, 


have but a natural tendency ? ?. „ 
Nor ſay thou, that Virtue, in the Eye of Heaven, 


is as much a manly as a womanly grace. By Virtue in 


this place I mean Chaſtity, and to be ſuperior to tem- 
ptation; my Clariſſa out of the queſtion. Nor aſk 
thou, Shall the man be guilty, yet expect the woman 
to be guiltleſs, and even unſuſpeAable ?—Urge thou 
not theſe arguments, I ſay, ſince the Wife, by a 


failure, may do much more 3 to the Huſband, 


than the Huſband can do to the 
to her Huſband, but to all his family, by obtruding 
another man's children into his poſſeſſions, perhaps to 
the excluſion of (at leaſt to a participation with) his 
oven; he believing them all the time to be his. In the 


Eye of Heaven, therefore, the fin cannot be equal, 


. Beſides I have read in ſome place, that the woman 


was made for the man, not the man for the womans |}. 


Virtue then is leſs to be diſpenſed with in the womatt 
than in the man. 8 7 {72 


Thou, Lovelace (methinks ſome better man than | i 
thyſelf will ſay) to expect ſuch perfection in a woman - 


ife, and not ;only 


Yes, I, may Ianſwer. Was not the great Cæſar à 
great Rake as to women! Was he not called, by 
bis very ſoldiers, on one of his triumphant Entries in- 


to Rome, The bald-pated lecher? and warning given 
of him to the //ives, as well as to the Daughters, of 


his fellow-citizens ?—Yet did not Cæſar repudiate 


his Wife for being only in company with Clodius, or 
rather becauſe Clodius, tho' by ſurprize upon her, was 
found in her's? And what was the reaſon he gave for 


it ?—lt was this (tho' a Rake himfelf, as I yy 


himſelf upon his Anceſtry, is ſingular in his expecta- 


tions of a Wife's purity, tho? not pure himſelf. . _ 
As to my CLaRissaA, I own, that I hardly think 
there ever was ſuch an angel of a woman. ha 
ſhe not, as above, already taken ſteps, which ſhe her- 
ſelf condemns? Steps, which the world and her own 


family did not think her capable of taking ? And for 


which her own family will not forgive her? . 
Nor think it ſtrange, that I refuſe to hear any- thing 


pleaded in behalf of a ſtandard virtue, from high pro- 
vocations. Are not provocations and temptations 
the Teſts of Virtue ? A ſtandard Virtue muſt not be 


| © allowed to be provoſed to deſtroy or annihilate itſelf. 
May not then the Succeſs of him, who could 

carry her thus far, be allowed to be an encourage- 
ment for him to try to carry her farther ?* *Tis but 


to try. Who will be afraid of a trial for this divine 


creature? Thou knoweſt, that IJ have more than 
once, twice or thrice, been tempted to make this 
trial upon women of Name and Character: But 
never yet found one of them to hold me out for a 
month; nor ſo long as | 

I have concluded againft the whole Sex upon it.“ 


puld puzzle my invention. 


And now, if I have not found a Virtue that cannot 


in the whole Sex. Is not then the whole Sex concerned 


that this trial ſhould, be made? And who is it that 
knows this Lady, that would not ſtake upon her head 


he hogour of the whble?—Let her who would refuſe 


it, come forth, and deſire to ſtand in her place. 
I muſt aſſure thee, that I have a prodigious high 


opinion of Virtue ; as I have of all thoſe graces and 
excellencies, which have not been able to attain 
8 bs | <8 WI | myſelf, 
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and only this—The Wife of Ceſar muſt not be ſu- 
befted |— CCC 
I Cæſar was not a prouder man than Lovelace. 
Go to then, Jack; nor ſay, nor let any-body 
| fay, in thy hearing, that Lovelace, a man valuing 


ut has 


be corrupted, I will ſwear that there is not one ſuch 
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myſelf. Every free liver would not ſay this, wy | fi 
think thus—Every argument he uſes, ' condemn a 

of his own actions, as ſome would think. But inge. | 

nuity was ever a ſignal part of my character. | fe 
Satan, whom thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, in d 0 

caſe, call my inſtigator, put the good man of old u- 
on the ſevereſt trials. To his behaviour under thek # nc 

© trials, that good man owed his honour and his future | _ © 

© rewards.* An innocent perſon, if. doubted, muſt | 
wiſh to be brought to a fair and candid trial, 2» 
Rinaldo indeed in Arioſto put the Mantuan Knight's I , 
Cup of trial from him, which was to be the proof of Ar 
his Wife's chaſtity, (a)—T his was his argument ff! 
forbearing the experiment: Why ſhould I ſeek a # wo 
© thing I ſhould be loth to find? My Wife is a Wo. ſ# |} 
© man. The Sex is frail. -I cannot believe better of am 
© her than I do. It will be to my own loſs, if I find and 
© reaſon to think worſe.” But Rinaldo would not T 
have refuſed the trial of the Lady, before ſhe became Þ dif; 
his Wife, and when he might have found his account Þ « þ 
in detecting her. e 
For my part, I would not have put the Cup from h 
me, tho' married, had it been but in hope of finding | «« pl 
reaſon to confirm my good opinion of my Wife's ho- || « x, 
nour; and that I might know whether I had a Snake  « x} 
or a Dove in my boſom. 5 Z 
Too my point What muſt that Virtue be, which the 
c will not ſtand a trial? - What that Woman, who Þ v 
© would wiſh to ſhun it ?” 1 
Well then, a trial ſeems neceſſary for the further | And 
eſtabliſhment of the Honour of ſo excellent a creature. wha 
And who ſhall put her to this trial !—Who, but I ſuch 
the man, who has, as ſhe thinks, already induced her, F him, 
in /efſer points, to ſwerve ?—And this for her own | B. 
fake in a double ſenſe—Not only, as he has been able v 
to make /ome impreſſion, but as ſhe regrets the _— ſuch 
5 e X 101 By 


Ca) The ſtory tells us, That whoever drank of this cup, if his wife 
were chaſte, could drink without ſpilling ; If otherwiſe, the contratys 
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always ſubdued ?* Another of our 
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ſion made; and fo may be preſumed to be guarded 
againſt his further attempts. 8 A 
The Situation ſhe is at preſent in, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, is a diſadvantageous one to her: But if ſhe 
overcome, that will redound to her honour. 

Shun not, therefore, my dear ſoul, further trials, 
nor hate me for making them.—* For what woman 


can be ſaid to be virtuous till ſhe has been tried? 


Nor is one effort, one trial, to be ſufficient, Why? 
6 Becauſe, a, woman's heart may be at one-time ada- 


© mant, at another wax As I have often experienced. 
And ſo, no doubt, haſt thou, 


A fine time of it, methinks, thou ſayeſt, would the 
women have, if they were all to be tried! 
But. Jack, I am not for that neither. Tho' I 


am a Rake, I am not a Rake's friend; except thine 
and company's. | 


# 


And be this one of the morals of my tedious 
diſcuſſion Let the little rogues who would. not 
© be put to the queſtion, as I may call it, chuſe ac- 
© cordingly. Let them prefer to their favour, good 
* honeſt {ber fellows, who have not been uſed to 


play dogs tricks: Wha will be N take them 


© as they offer ; and who, being tolerab 


9 


| themſelves, 
© are not ſuſpicious of others. „„ 
But what, methinks thou aſkeſt, is to become of 
the Lady, if ſhe fail ? : | . ; 
What ?—Why will ſhe not, 4 once ſubdued, be 
ibertine maxims. 
And what an immenſe pleaſure to a Marriage-hater, 
what rapture to thought, to be able to prevail upon 
ſuch a woman as Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe to live with 
him, without real change of name! 
But if ſhe reſiſt—If nobly ſhe ſtand her trial ?— 
Why then T will marry her; and bleſs my ſtars for 
ſuch an angel of a Wife. | 
But will ſhe not hate thee ? Will ſhe not refuſe— 
Na, no, Jack —Circumſtanced and ſituated as 
8 | We 
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Why ſhould ſhe hate the man who loves her upon 
proof? eee e eee x 
Juſtified in my reſolutions of trying her Virtue ; who 
is reſolved, as I may ſay, to try mine? Who has de- 
clared, that ſhe will not marry me, till ſhe has hops 
of my Reformation ? FP 
And now, to put an end to this ſober argumenta- 
tion, wilt thou not thyſelf (whom J have ſuppoſed an 
advocate for the Lady, becauſe I know that Lord M. 


- 


haſt in me, to perſuade me to enter the Pale; wilt 
thou not thyſelf) allow me to try, if I cannot awaken 
the woman in her?—To try, if ſhe, with all that 
glowing ſymmetry of parts, and that full bloom of 


vernal graces by which ſhe attraQts every eye, be really 


inflexible as to the grand article ? 


Let me begin then, as opportunity preſents.— 
to find one liding 


will; and watch her every ſte 
one; her every moment, to find the moment critical. 
And the rather, as ſhe ſpares not me, but takes every 


advantage that offers, to puzzle and plague me; nor 


expects nor thinks me to be a good man. 

If ſhe be a wonian, and love me, I ſhall ſurely catch 
her once tripping : For Love was ever a traitor to its 
harbourer : And Love within, and I without, ſhe will 
be more than woman, as the poet ſays, or I es than 

man, if I ſucceed not. "x he = 4 

Now, Belford, all is out. The Lady is mine; ſhall 
be more mine. Marriage, I ſee, is in my power, 
now ſhe is ſo. Elſe perhaps it had not. If I can have 
her without marriage, who can blame me for trying! 
If not, great will be her glory, and my future conh- 
dence. And well will ſhe merit the ſacrifice I ſhall 
make her of my liberty; and from all her Sex Ho- 
nours'next to divine, for giving a proof, © that' there 
* was once a woman whole Virtue no trials, no ſtra- 


a 


The Hisrorny of |. 


we are, I am not afraid of that. And hate, me] 


And then for a little hint at repri/al—Am I ne 


has put thee upon uſing the intereſt he thinks thou 
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l « gems, no temptations, even from the man the 
MF hated not; could overpower.“ | 

ſow wilt thou ſee all my Circulation : As in a 
5 glaſs wilt: thou ſee it — CABAL A, however, is the 
y word (a); nor let the ſecret eſcape thee even in thy 

rams. 

81 aa Vaals, that ſhe is to be my Wife. Let 
ber paſs for ſuch, when I give the word. Mean- 
1 time on ſhall be my Stalking- horſe; ſome 
"| © oneof the women in London, if Ican get her thither, 


1 * 25 Bird.” And fo much for this time. 
LETTER XVII. 


5 Mp Hows, To Miſs CLARISSA HazLows- 
85. In anſwer to Letters viii. xiv. 3 he | 


Do not be ſo much concerned, my deareſt fink, 
at the \bickerings between my Mother and me. 
We love one another dearly notwithſtanding. If my 
Mother had not me to find fault with, ſhe muſt find 
J | fault with ſomebody. elſe. And as to me, I am a 
very ſaucy girl; and were there not this Goes 
there would be ſome other, to ſhew eit. 
Fou have heard me ſay, that this was always the 
s | caſe between us. You could not otherwiſe have 
IF known it. For when you was wich us, you harmo- 
n | nized us both; and indeed I was always more afraid 
el you than of my. Mother. But then that Awe is 
accompanied with Love. Your reproofs, as I have al- 
» | Yays found, are fo charmingly mild and inſtructive ; 
ef evidently calculated to improve, and not to pro-. 
oke; that a generous temper muſt be amended by 
=} them. But here now, mind my good Mamma, when 
l F you are not with us You ſhall, I tell you, Nang. 1 
uill have it o Don't 2 know beft : I won't be diſ- 
e obeyed. 


| 0 This word, whenever uſed by any of theſe Gentlemen was agreed 
0 lle an iovialahle Jecret. 
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#beyed. How can a Daughter of ſpirit bear ſuch lan 


guage: Such Looks too with the language; and 
Have à longing mind to diſobey 77 


50 7 _ 


| .S Hy, e 
Don't adviſe me, my dear, to ſubſcribe to my Mg 


> 


ther's prohibition. of correſpondence; with you. e 


has no reaſon for it. Nor would ſhe of her own judg 
ment have prohibited it. That odd old ambling ſtyl 


your Uncle (whoſe viſits are frequenter than ever) in 


e by your malicious and ſelfiſn Brother and 
Siſter, is the occaſion. And they only have borrowal | 
my Mother's lips, at the diſtance they are from you, 
for a ſort of ſpeaking- trumpet for them. The proht 


bition, once more I ſay, cannot come from he an 
heart: But if it did, is fo much danger to be appt» Þ ri 
hended from my continuing to write to one of Wy 1 
own Sex, as if I wrote to one of the other? Don 


| nt 
let dejection and. diſappointment, and the courſe df 
oppreſſion which you have run thro', weaken: you 
mind, my deareſt creature; and make you ſee incoſ. 


veniencies, where there poſſibly cannot be any. | 
your talent is /cribbling, as you call it; ſo is miner 


And I will ſcribble on, at all opportunities; and- 


you; let em ſay what they will. Nor let your Le. 


ters be filled with the ſelf-accuſations you mention! 
There is no cauſe for them. I wiſh, that your Anm 


Howe, who continues in her Mother's houſe, were bit 
half ſo good as Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe, who has been 
driven out of her Father's. M -.7 a 
I Will fay nothing upon your Letter to your Siſter 


till I ſee the effect it will have. You hope, you tel 


me, that you ſhall have your money and cloaths ſent 


ou, notwithſtanding my opinion to the contrary= 
J am ſorry to have it to acquaint you, that I uy 


Juſt now heard, that they have fat in council upM 


your Letter; and that your Mother was the onlf 


perſon, who was for ſending you your things; and 


was over ruled. I charge you therefore to. acct 


dire 


of my offer, as by my laſt; and give me dan 
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directions for what you want, that T can ſupply” 5 you 
with beſides. 
Don't ſet yourthoughts ſo much pon a Reconcilia- 
tion, as to prevent your laying hold of any handſome 
opportunity to 1 35 N a protector; fuch a one 
ill be, who, I imagine; Huſbarid- like, 
will let nobody inſult you but himſelf. 
What could he mean, by letting flip Web a one as 
that you mention? I don't know how to blame you 3 


8 


for how could you go beyond fflence and bluſhes, 


when the fooliſh fellow came with his obſervances of 
the reſtrictions which you laid him under when in 


mother ſituation ? But, as I told you above, you reall 
ſtrike people into awe, And, upon my word, you' did 


not ſpare him. 
L repeat what J ſaid in my laſt, that you NR a very 


nice part to act: And I will add, that you have a 


mind chat is much too delicate for your part. But 
when the Lover is exalted, the Lady muſt be humbled. 
He is naturally proud and ſaucy. I doubt, you muſt 
engage his pride, which he calls his honour -- And that 

muſt throw off a little more of the veil. And 1 


would have you reſtrain your wiſhes before him, that 


you had not met him; and the like. What, ſignifies 
wilſning, my dear? He will not bear it. You can 
hardly expect that he will. 

Nevertheleſs it vexes me to the very bottom of my 
pride, that any wretch of that Sex ſhould have ſuch a 


triumph over ſuch a one of ours. 


cannot however but ſay, that I am charmed with 
your ſpirit. So much Sweetneſs, where Sweetneſs is 
Tequiſite ; ſo much Spirit, where Spirit i is called for— 
What a trus magnanimity ! 

But J doubt, in your preſent circumſtances, you 
muſt endeavour after a little more of the reſerve, in 
caſes where you are diſpleaſed with him, and palliate 
little. That humility which he puts on when you 
= upon him, is not natural to _ | 

| Methinks 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Methinks I ſee the man heſitating, and took 
the fool you paint him, under your corrective ſup 
riority Hut he is not a fool. Don't put him u 
mingling Reſentment: with his Love. 10 

ou are very ſerious, my dear, in the firſt of ths 
two Letters before me; in relation to Mr. Hiekung 
and me; and in relation to my Mother and me. Rut 
as to the latter, you muſt not be too grave. I 
are not well together at one time, we are not ill ti 
gether at another. And while I am able to make her 
ſmile in the midſt of the moſt angry fit ſhe ever fell ini 
on the preſent occaſion (tho ſometimes ſhe would nit 
if ſne could help it) it is a very good ſign; a figri/that 
diſpleaſure: can never. go deep,” or be laſting; © Ai 
then a kind word, or kind look, to her favourite | 
man, ſets the one eee and de ocker! in tolett 
ble humour, at any time. a0p 

But your caſe pains me at brurr i ad with alli 
levity, bath the good folks mult fometimes partake 
that pain; nor will it be over, as long as you art 
ſtate of uncertainty; and eſpecially as I was not able 
to prerail for that protection for you which wolf 
| have prevented the nhappy ſtep, the neceſſity for 
Which we both, with ſo much reaſon, deplore. 

I have only to add (and yet that is needicls to tel 


g That Jam, and will ever be, * 
b e n F hu a Beronthd; VIP 
{Hitt - vl I' — 7 8 Aeg Hows: 
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en 

I, e HarLows, To Miſs nd 
O U tell me, my dear, that my cloaths and dd 
little ſum of money I left behind me, will not 


be: ſent: me:—But I will ſtill hope. It is earl 
days. When their paſſions ſubſide, they ll bens 


| conſider of the matten; and eſpecially as I have m 


ever dear and excellent Mother for my. friends in - 


2 


==> = 


= 24 
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eſt. O the ſweet indulgence How has my heart 

Ky how does it ſtill. bleed for aut n 1507 26d 
ou u adviſe me not to depend upon a Reconcilia- 

I do not, I cannot, depend upon it. But 
nevertheleſs it is the wiſh-next my heart. And as 

man, what ean I do ? You ſee, that Murriage 

not abſolutely in my own-power, if I were inclined 

t prefer it to the trial which I think I ought to Rave 
principally i in view to make for a Reconciliation. 
Lou ſay, he is proud and inſolent— Indeed he is. 


But can it be your . that he intends to bumble | 


me:down to the level of his mean pride? 
And what mean you, my dear friend, een vou 
0 „that I muſt throw off a little more of the vel 2 
ndeed I never knew that I wore one. Let me aſſure 
u, that if I ſee; any-thing in Mr, Lovelace that 
9" like a deſign to humble me, his inſolence ſhalf | 
never; make me diſeover a weakneſs unworthy of a 


perlon diſtinguiſhed by your friendſhip; that is to ** 


unworthy either of my Sex, or of my former Self. 
i; Hp I hope; as I am out of all other protection, 
hg is not capable of mean or la reſentments. 
e has had any extraordinary trouble on my 4c | 
— may he not thank himſelf for it? He may; 
and-lay it if he pleaſes to his Character; which, as [ 
have told him, gave at leaſt a-pretence to my Brother” 


againſt him. And then, did I ever make him any 
10 |} promiſes'? Did T ever profeſs a Love for him? Did T 


ever wiſh for the continuance of his addreſs? Had 
not my Brother's violence precipitatedimatters, would 
not my indifference to him, in all likelihood (as I de- 


 faned"it ſhould) have tired out his p*oud ſpirit (a), 


and made him ſet out for London, where Phe uſed 
chiefly. to reſide? And if he had, would there not 
hawe been an end of all his pretenſions and hopes? 
Fer no encouragement had I given him: Nor did I 
then correſpond. wich him. New! believe me, _ 
in -- h . 1 

. Vol. I. p. 24. : E fo 
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I have begun to do ſo—the fatal Rencounter not hang, 
| 1 ; Which drew me in aftarwan 


to 


will—And ſo of the reſt. - 3 
And further let me obſerve, with reſpect to what 
you ſay, that there cannot be the ſame reaſon fora 
Prohibition of correſpondence with me, as there wal 
of mine with Mr. Lovelace; that I thought as little 
of bad conſequences from niy_ correſpondence vii 
him at the time, as you can do from yours with mg 
now. But if obedience. he à duty, the breach of it 
the fault, however circumſtances may differ. Surely 
there is no merit in ſetting. up our own judgmet} 
againſt the. judgments. of our parents. And if it & * 


(4) See Vol. I. p. a7, 


C 
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e ſo to do, I have been ſeverely pu uniſhed ; 
ad that is what I warned you « of, from 12 own. 
dear experience. | 
Vet, God forgive me 11% thus againſt myſelf 
with very great feluctance: And, to ſay truth, have 
not: ſtrength of mind, at preſent, to decline it myſelf. 
But, if the occaſion go not off, 1 will take it into far- 
ber conſideration. 5 Sn 10 

ou give me very good Ae in relation to this 
man; and I thank you for it. When you bid me 
be more upon the reſerve with him in expreſſing g my 
dipleaſure, perhaps I may try for it: But to palliate 
2 you call it, that, =y en Mifs Howe, cannot i 
8 by Ki | 
20 2 (tr Tour aun 
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LETTER * 


"Mie cIARI884 HAR LOWER, To Miſs e : 


V. OU may believe, my dear Mifs Howe, that the 
circumſtance of the noiſe and outery within the 
garden- door, on Monday laſt, gave me no ſmall un- 
— to think that I was in the hands of a man, 
vho could, by ſuch vile premeditation, lay a ſnare to 
tick me out of myſelf, as I have fo frequently called 

it. 
Whenever he came in wy fight; the thought of this 
gave me an indignation that made his preſence dif- 
pultful to me; and the more, as TI fanſied I beheld in 
his face a triumph which reproached my weakneſs on 
thataccount ; altho* perhaps it was only the fame vi- 
Yay and placidneſs that generally ſit upon his features. 
J was reſolved to taſk him upon this ſubject, the 
ime I could have patience to enter upon' it with 
hm. For, beſides that it piqued me exceflively from 
the nature of the artifice, I expected ſhu ffling and eva- 
wn, if he were guilty, that would have incenſed And, 
5 


» 
* 
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And, if not confeſſedly guilty; ſuch unſatisfactory 
declarations, as ſtill would have kept my mind doubt, 
ful and uneaſy; and would, upon every new offene 
that he might give me, ſharpen my diſguſts to him, 
I have had the opportunity I waited for; and il 
lay before you the feſult. 
He was making his court to my good opinion i 
very polite terms, and with great ſeriouſneſs lamenting 
that he had loſt it; declaring, that he knew not hoy 
he had deſerved to.do ſo; attributing to me an indif- 
ference to him, that ſeemed, to his infinite concern, 
hourly to increaſe. And he beſought me to let him 
know my whole mind, that he might have an oppor 
tunity, either to confeſs his faults, and amend them, 
or to clear his conduct to my ſatisfaction, and there 
by intitle himſelf to a greater ſhare of my confidence, 
I anſwered him with quickneſs— Then, Mr. Love. 
lace, I will tell you one thing with a frankneſs, that 
is, perhaps, 'more ſuitable to my character, than to 
yours ¶ He hoped not, he ſaid] which gives me a very 
bad opinion of you, as a deſigning, artful man. 


=, 


I am all attention, Madam. 


* 


-» 
*. q 
* 


I never can think tolerably of you, while the noiß 
and voice I heard at the garden door, which put me 
into the terror you took ſo much advantage of, re. 
mains unaccounted for. Tell me fairly, tell me can- 
didly, the whole of that circumſtance; and of your 
dealings with that wicked Joſeph Leman; and, ac. 
cording to your explicitneſs in this particular, I ſhall 
form a judgment of your future profeſſions. 
I will, without reſerve, my deareſt life, ſaid he, tel 
you the whole; and hope that my ſincerity in the re 
lation will atone for any - thing you may think wrong 
FIDEO TERS. ͤ ol far „ 
I knew nothing, {aid he, of this man, this Le- 
© man, and ſhould have ſcorned a reſort to ſo lo 
method a; bribing the ſervant of any Haug fo 
< let me int) the ſecrets of that family, if I had nd 


6 detected 


K 04a a „ 
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detected him in attempting to corrupt a ſervant of 
© mine, to inform him of all my motions, of all my 
« ſuppoſed intrigues, and, in ſhort, of every action 
« of my private life, as well as of my circumſtances 
© and engagements ; and this for motives too obvious 
© ts be dwelt upon. | I Go 
My ſervant told me of his offers, and I ordered 


him, unknown to the fellow, to let me hear a con- 


6 yerfation that was to paſs between them. 4 

6 In the midſt of it, and juſt as he had made an 
c offer of money for a particular piece of intelligence, 
6 promiſing more when procured, I broke in upon 


© them, and by bluſter, _ for a knife to cut off 


© bis ears {one of which I took hold of) in order to 
make a preſent of it, as I ſaid, to his employers, 
5 ] obliged him to tell me who they were. | 
s Your Brother, Madam, and your Uncle Antony, 
he named. | „ÿ 
elt was not difficult, when I had given him my 
$ pardon on naming them (after I had ſet before him 
the enormity of the taſk he had undertaken, and 
© the honourableneſs of my intentions to your dear 


$ ſerve me; ſince, at the ſame time, he might pre- 
© ſexve the favour of your Uncle and Brother; as I 
deſired to know nothing, but what related to myſelf 


and to you, in order to guard us both againſt the 


effects of an ill-will, which all his fellow- ſervants, 
4 as well as himſelf, as he acknowleged, thought un- 


© deſerved. _. | 


By this means, I own to you, Madam, I fre- 
4 quently turned his-principals about upon a pivot of 
my own, unknown to themſelves: And the fel- 


| © low, who is always calling himſelf a plain man, and 


« boaſting of his Conſcience, was the eaſier, as I con- 
* deſcended frequently to aſſure him of my honour- 
able views; and as he knew that the uſe I made of his 
intelligence in all likelihood prevented fatal miſchiefs. 
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I uwas the more pleaſed with his ſervices, as, 

me acknowlege to you, Madam, they procufecht 
you, unknown to eee ſafe and uninterrupt 
egreſs (which perhaps would not otherwiſe 5 


72 


* 


© been continued to you ſo long as it was) to the 
< garden and wood-houſe: For he undertook to them, 
© to watch all your motions : And the more char 
fully (for the fellow loves you) as it kept off the 


PII 


— 7 


e 


© curioſity of others (a). | . 28 ef 
So, my dear, it comes out, that I myſelf was obligel 1 
to this deep contriver. _ C7 en 8 eee 
ſat in ſilent aſtoniſhment ; and thus he went on. 
As to the circumſtance, for which you think! 


„ ſo hardly of me, I do freely confeſs, that having | 

< a ſuſpicion that you would revoke your intention 
getting away, and in that caſe apprehending that me 

< ſhould not have the time together that was neceflary 
for that purpoſe; I had ordered him to keep off every- 

< body he could keep off, and to be himſelf within view 


< of thegarden-door; for I was determined, if poſhble, 
- © to induce you to adhere to your reſolution.— 
But pray, Sir, interrupting him, how came yon to 
apprehend that T ſhould revoke my intention? I had! 
indeed depoſited a Letter to that purpoſe ; but you hal N 
it not: And how, as I had reſerved to myſelf the pri- 
vilege of a revocation, did you know, but I might 
have prevailed upon my friends, and ſo have revoke 


— wi that. * _— 
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| upon good grounds? PLIES 1 
| Iwill be very ingenuous, Madam Lou hat 


made me hope that if you changed your mind you 
< would give me a meeting to appriſe me of the fes 
& ſons for it. I went to the looſe bricks, and I ſay 
© the Letter there: And as I knew your friends wet 
< immoveably fix'd in their ſchemes, I doubted nit 


» : N 2 x | 2 1 & — n b 
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but the Letter was to revoke or ſuſpend your reſo 175 
llution ; and probably to ſerve inſtead of a mextin Fi 
too. I therefore let it lie, that if you &#d revaky 1 


— 
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55 might be under the neceſſity of meeting me for 
1 qo of the expectation you had given me: And 
( {as I came prepared, I was reſolved, | pardon me, 
Madam, w hatever were your intentions, that you 
| { ſhould not go back. Had I taken your Letter, I 
muſt have been determined by the contents of it, 
for the preſent, at leaſt: But not having received 
5 it, 2 you having reaſon to think I wanted not re- 
. - rake in a ſituation ſo. deſperate, to make your 
© friends a perſonal viſit, I depended upon the Inter- 
view you had bid me hope for. 
Wakel wretch! ſaid I; It is my grief, thatT gave 
you n to take fo exact a meaſure of my 
5 !-—But. would you have e to viſit 
the family had I not met you? 
Indeed I would. I had ſome friends i in readineſs, 
who. were to have accompanied me to them. And 
had your Father refuſed to give me audience, I would 
have taken my friends with me to Solmes. 
And what did you intend to do to Mr. Solmes? - 
Not the leaſt hurt, had the man been paſtive.0 
But had he not been paſſwe, as you call it, what 
ha ould y ou have done to Mr. Solmes f 
2 He was loth, he ſaid, to tell me.—Let not tthe eaſt 
oht butt to his per ſon. h 
ei I repeated. my queſtion. _ 
| It he wu tell. me, he only propoſed to carry off 
al the poor fellow, and to hide him for a month or two. 
you And this he would have done let what would have been 
& | the conſequence. _ 
or | Was ever ſuch a wretch heard of |—I fi ghed 5 
158 the bottom, of my heart: But bid him proceed from 
not oy part I had interrupted him at. 
eL ordered the fellow, as I told you, Madam, ſaid 
ing if be, to keep within view of the garden - door: And 
Ke, of he found any parley between us, and any-body 
you ſÞ © coming (before you could retreat undiſcovered) 
A © Fhole coming might be attended with violent ef- 
G2 | . fefts, | 
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_ + fects, he would cry out; and this not only in order 


give me warning to make off, and, if poſſible, to 
induce you (L own it, Madam) to go off with me, 
according to your vn appointment. | And I. one. 


© all. circumſtances conſidered, and the danger I Wag in 
< of loſing you fer ever, that the acknowlegementidf | 
tis contrivance, or if you had not met me, that upon 


„ Solmes, will not procure. me your hatred: Fog 


had they come, as / expected as well as you, what 
na deſpicable wretch had I been, could J have left you 


to the- inſults of a Brother and others of your fami- 
4 ly, whoſe mercy. was cruelty when they had nt the 
+ pretence with which this detected Interview woul 
have furniſhed them we g 
Wbat a wretch, ſaid I \—But if, Sir, taking your 
oon account of this ſtrange matter to be fact, am- 


ey” 
ziir T7244 
Y #4 33 


body were coming, how happened it, that I ſaw. only 


that man Leman (I thought it was he) out of the 
_ door, and at a diſtance, look after us - 


Very lucky ] faid he, putting his hand firſt. in ane 


pocket, then in another I hope I have not thy 
it away—lt-is,. perhaps, in the coat I had on 


— 


produced But I love to come to a demonſtratio 
whenever I can—I may be giddy -I may be heedlefs 


day — Uittle did J think it would be neceſſary to be 


7 
gt 5 


I am indeed. But no man, as to you, Madam, ene 


r had a ſincerer heart. Jeep 242802 


He then ſtepping to the parlour-door, called þs 


ſervant to bring him the coat he had on yeſterday. 
The ſervant did. And in the pocket, rumpfel 
up as a paper he regarded not, he pulled out a Letter, 
written by that Joſeph, dated Monday night; i 
-.-which he begs pardon for crying out ſo ſoon 8 


That his fears of being diſcovered to act on bod 
c ſides, had made him take the ruſhing of a little aq; 
< (that always follows him) thro the phyllirea-liedg, 


for Betty's being at hand, or ſome of his mall 
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der vignd that when he found his miſtake; lie opened 
Wh ©the door by his own key (Which the contriving 
bh © yretch confeſſed he had furniſhed him with) and 
ae „ inconſiderately ran out ina hurry, to have appriſed 
Py eim that his crying- out was owing to his fright 
my only: And he added, that they were upon the 
e bunt for me, by the time he returned (a)7½ 
on e ſhook my head Deep! deep! deep! ſaid I, at 
the beſt !=O Mr. Lovelace! God forgive and reform 

vou! But you are, I ſee plainly (upon the whole of 
your own account) a very artful, a very defigning man. 
Love, my deareft Life, is ingenious. Night and 
the J have I racked my ſtupid brain [O Sir, thought 
t fut, Tibere well perhaps if it were] to con- 
trive methods to prevent the facrifice deſigned to be 
ul made of you, and the miſchief that muſt have enſued 
bi —_ So little hold in your affections: Such un- 


'deſetved antipathy from your friends: So much daun 
"vr of loſing you for ever from both cauſes. © I have - ii 
not had, for the whole fortnight before laſt Monday, | 
eB alf an hour's reſt at a time. And J own to you, 
Madam, that I ſhould never have forgiven myſelf, had 
| 1 Teoômitted any contrivance or forethought that would 
have prevented your return without mme. 


7 


00 $ Again 1 blamed” myſelf for meeting him: And 
by Juſtly; for there were many chances to one, that Thad 
Wy Pt met him. And if Thad not, all his fortnight's 
+, | . contrivances, as to me, would have come to nothing; 
and perhaps I might nevertheleſs have eſcaped Solmes. 
. Yet, had he reſolved to come to Harlowe Place 
let with his friends, and been inſulted, as he certainly 
en would have been, what miſchiefs might have followed 
But his reſolution to run away with and to hide 
be poor Solmes for a month or fo, O my dear | what 
10 -Ivretch have Hetrun away with mo, inſtead of So/mes / 


t: * 
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tea] See his 15 15 Joſeph Leman, No. ii. of this volume, p. 26. 
* Where he tells him, he would contrive for him a Letter of this nature to 
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l aſked him, if he thought ſuch enormities as theſe, 


ſuch defiances of the Laws of Society, would have paſſed 
e of oc 1h apes ned rs Hl 
He had the aſſurance to fay, with one of his uſual 
gay airs, That he ſhould by this means have diſap- 
pointed his enemies, and ſaved me from a forced mar; 
riage. He had no pleaſure in ſuch deſperate pug 
Solmes he would not have perſonally hurt. He muſt 
have fled his country for a time at leaſt : And, truly, 
if he had been obliged to do ſo (as all his hopes of my 
favour muſt have been at an end) he would have had 
a fellow-traveller of his own Sex out of our family, 
whom I little thought of. - _ n 
WMas ever fuch a wretch ! To be ſure he meant 
my Brother! FH e two 1d ne 
And ſuch, Sir, ſaid I, in high reſentment, are the 
uſes you make of your corrupt intelligence 


Ay corrupt intelligencer, Madam, interrupted hel 


He is to this hour your Brother's as well as mine. By 
what I have. mgenuouſly-told you, you may ſee who 
began this corruption. Let me aſſure you, Madam, 
that there are many free things which I have been 
guilty of as repriſals, in which I would not have been 
the:aggre/Aar. nog ry hog ang toy vr toll 

All that I ſhall further ſay on this head, Mr. Love- 
lace, is this: That as this vile double faced wretch 
has probably been the cauſe of great miſchief on both 
| fides, and till continues, as you own, his wicked 
practices, I think it would be but juſt, to have m 


friends appriſed what a creature he is whom ſome of 


them encourage. l hl 
What you pleaſe, Madam, as to that My ſervice 
as well as your Brother's is now almoſt over for him. 
The fellow has made a good hand of it. He does not 
intend to ſtay long in his place. He is now actually 
in tre ty for an Inn, which will do his buſineſs for life 
J can tell you further, that he makes Love to your 
Siſter's Betty: And that by my advice. They wie 
4 LE. marri 
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altried when be is eftabliſhed. ' An Innkeeper's wife 
every man's miſtreſs; and T have a ſcheme in my 


FE 
| = to ſet fome engines at work to make her repent 


ſaucy behaviour to you to the laſt day of her life. 
What a wicked ſchemer are you, Sir Who ſhall 
avenge upon you the ſtill greater evils which you have 
een guilty of? I forgive Betty with all my heart. 


due was not my ſervant; and but too probably, in 


what ſhe did, obeyed the commands of her to whom 
ſhe owed duty, better than I obeyed thoſe to whom I 
No matter for that, the wretch ſaid [To be ſure, my 
dear, he muſt deſign to mate me afraid of him] The 
decree was gone out Betty muſt ſmart—Smart' too 


by an act of her own choice. He loved, he ſaid, to 


make bad people their on puniſhers.—Nay, Madam, 
excuſe me f but if the fellow, if this Joſeph, in uur 
opinion, deſerves puniſhment, mine is a complicated 
ſcheme; a man and his wife cannot well ſuffer ſepa- 
ntely, and it may come home to un too. 

82 no patience with him. I told him ſo. I ſee, 
Fr, ſaid I, I ſee what a man I am with. Your' Rartle © 
warns me of the Snaſe.— And away I flung; leaving 
him ſeemingly vexed, and in confuſion. 


r PWR ML 
Miß CLARISsA HakLowe, To Miſs Hows, > 
WY plaindealing with Mr. Lovelace, on ſeeing him 
again, and the free diſlike I expreſſed to his ways; 
his manners, and his contrivances, as well as to his 
ſpeeches, have obliged him to recolle& himſelf a little. 
He will have it, that the menaces which he threw. out 


_ Juſt now againſt my Brother and Mr. Solmes, are only 


the effect of an unmeaning pleaſantry. He has too 
great a ſtake in his Country, he ſays, to be guilty of 
ſuch enterprizes as ſhould lay him under a neceſlity of 
quitting it for ever. Twenty things, particularly, he 
ins 64 | ſays, 


„ 


N 


| + 


wretches may, 
hour, or ſo: 


He is unhappy, as far 


The. „ 


ſays, he has fufered Joſeph Leman to tell of him, fiut 
were not and could not be true, in order to make himſelf 
formidable in ſome peoples eyes, and this purely with 
a view to prevent miſchief | 
he knows, in a quick invention, in hitting readily upon 
expedients; and many things are reported of him 
which he never lad and many which he neuer 
did, and others which he has only talked of (as ja 
ow). and which he has forgot as been as ;6e works 
TOR! paſſed his lips. - 
This may be 1e, in part, my * No« one ments 


could be ſo wieked as he _ been reported to be. 


Bat uch a man at the head of ſuch wretches as he is ſaid 
to have at his beck, all men of fortune and fearleſueſi, 
and capable of ſuch enterprizes 
"Ay him capable of, what is not to be HOY 

om him! 

His careleſſneſs about bh 9 — is one of. his 2 
cuſes: A very bad one. What hope can a woman hare 
of a man, who values not his Reputation? Theſe gay 

in mix' d converſation, divert for an 
ut the man of probity, the man of vir- 
tue, is the man that is to be the Partner for Life. 


as I have unhappih 


at woman, who could help it, would ſubmit it to 


ne fly from him? _ 
% I K. R 


E V. ER did a of ſuch 2 
as theſe Harlowes * 


the courteſy of a wretch, who avows a difregard to al 
moral ſanktions, whether he will perform his part of 
the matrimonial obligation, and treat her with totes 
rable politeneſs? ? 

With theſe. notions, and a6 
nn upon ſuch a man myſelf— Would to H eren 
| — But what avail wiſhes now 3 . 9 ifs 
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paree of fooliſh toads/ 


Belford, the Lady 


mult 
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that muſt fall, if every hair of her head were a guardian 
nel | (angel, unleſs they were to make a viſible appearance 
vith | "for her, or, ſnatching her from me at unawares, would 
rw | draw her after them into the ſtarry regions. 
ron | All Thad to apprehend; was, that a Daughter fo 
him | :7euRtantly carried off, would offer terms to Per Paths, 
wer | und would be accepted upon a mutual concedenct 3 2 
juſt | "They to give up Solmes; She to give up me. And fo 
rd | -Þwas contriving to do all I could to guard Win the 
2 | latter. But they ſeem reſolved: to perfect the work 
110 they have begun. 

be. What ftupid creatures are chere in the wa FP This | 
and fooliſh Brother, not to know, that he who would be 
fs, | bribed: to undertake a baſe thing by: one, wolild be 
ily | men- bribed to retort the baſeneſs; eſpecially” when 
led be could be put into the way to ſerve himſelf by 
both Thou, Jack, wilt never- Know: one half of- 
a] Pcs contrivances. | 5 
we : 
ay | =: He Kee rilates-the didn denden him ih th 
an Lady (upon the ſubject of the noiſe and extlama>, 
ir- | ions bre-agent'made at the-garden-door ) to the ſan 
fe, effect as in the Lady 5 Letter N xx. aus proceeds 
to exulting 

all "What. a capacity for Elörious roiſthief* has thy 
of | fiend!—Yet how near the truth all of it! The only 
deviation, my aſſerting, that the fellow made the 


2 | noiſes by mi/take,. and tliro fright, and not by pre- 
to | vious diviiion: Had ſhe known the preciſe truth, her 
anger, to be ſo taken. i ins, wn never have let her for- : 
„ die me. 

Had I bw a militar Here: I hould bade malle 
7; | gunpowder uſeleſs; for I ſhould have blown up all my 
=» | adverſaries by dint of ſtratagem, turning their own. 
4+ | devices upon them. 
But theſe Fathers and Mothers—Lord help WP 
Were not the powers of Nature ſtronger than thoſe of 
a Diſcretion, and were 9 buſy: Dea Bona to ** 
bor 8. 
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her _ aids, till ine args qualified -papent | : 
to manage their future offsf how: * 
Would have children! 5 _” . 
= . James and Arabella may have their — 3 hut 
| What can be ſd for a Father Re as this Father ha | 4 
1 acted? What for a Mother? What for an Aut! 
| What for Uncles? Who can baue eee abe i 
| Ft „Juen and fellow. eſſes? Ace 1 
= : Soon will the Fair-one eu — high their foolih ty 
18 8 run againſt her: And then will ſhe, itü : ] 
| to be hoped, have alittle more confidence in me. Then 1 
| will T be jealous that ſhe loves me not with the pte. 
| . ference my heart builds upon: Then will I brin ” vq 
| to confeſſions of grateful Love: And chen will f | 
| her when J pleaſe; and not ftand trembling, as nom I 
like an hungry hound, who ſees a delicious morſel :!: 
within his ron (the froth 17 35 about his vermilin 
| Jaws) yet dares not leap at it F 
But I was originally a baſhful mortal. Indeed I am 
baſhful ſtill with regard to this Lady—Bafſhful, yet 
know the Sex ſo well — But that indeed is the reaſm Ni 
that I know it ſo well:—For, Jack, I have had abur- +: 
dant cauſe, when I have looked into myſelf, by W ]) = 
of compariſon with the ether Sex, to conclude, that 
j _ baſhful man has a good deal of the ſoul of a woman; 
E - and ſo, like Tireſias, can tell what they think, and 
| 
| 
| 


—— 731 
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what they drive at, as well as themſelves. 
Ihe modeſt ones and I, particularly, are pret vo 
much upon a par. The difference between us is ie 
hat They thin I a#. | But the immodeſt s 
out do the worſt of us by a bar's length, both i wd 
— thinking and acting. ” 
One argument let me plead in proof of my aſſertion; {26 
That even we Rakes love Modeſty in a woman; while & f 
the model Foes 2 „ 091g er to " 
ſay, the /he/?) love, gene prefer, an tnpu- | *? 
495 — Whence can this be, — from a likenen *: 
in nature? And this made the poet ſay, That „ wy 


— 


wo 


— 
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woman is a Rake in her heart. It concerns hems. by 

their a277018, to prove the contrary, if they can. 
Thus have I read in ſome of the philoſophers, 7 

un  oirkedneſs is comparable to the wickedneſs" of a 


Was it Socrates? for he had the devil of a Wife 
Or ho? Or is it Solomon King Solomon Thou 
remembreſt to have read of ſuch à king, doſt thou 
(not? 'SoLoMoNy I learned, in my infant ftate (m 
Mother was a good woman) to anſwer, when aſked, 
Ibo was the wwiſeſt man But my indulgent queſti- 


oner never aſæed me, How he came bd the uninſpited | 


Ppart'of his wiſdom. 
Come, come, Jack, you and Ia are not ſo very bad, 
tould we but ar where ante, M tf rod not 


Pl «Pf i 


Ie then gives the particulars of what Paſſed between 


him and the £4 en his menaces relating to her 


8 Brother and Mr. Solmes, and of his deft, gn to e 
\ Bey Barnes and Taſeph Leman. 
A e 
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5505 . CLanreea FARLOWE, To Mifs Howes 


Friday, April 14. - 


| 4 W ILL now give Ms the particulars of a conver- | 
paſſed between Mr. Lovelace | 


fation that has ju 
= and me; which I muſt call agreeable. 
It began with his telling me, that he bad. juſt re- 


Cee intelligence, that my friends were of a ſudden” 


come to a reſolution, to lay aſide all thoughts of pur- 
ſuing me, or of getting me back: And that therefore 


de attended me to know my pleaſure; z and what 1 


Would do, or have him do? 
1 I told. him, that I would have him lire me dis 
Ins and Ot wheo 9 165 was A to W 
2% 469 Pp : 6: E . 


00 Mr. Lovelace r Dial ot in his WE Solomon as of 
2 The paflage is in Accleſiaſticus, chap. xxv. . 


man a). Canſt thou tell me, Jack, who ſays this? | 


R — Il 
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ig 


o Ge of ik. . 
that 1 was abſolutely independent of him, it would 


paſs, that I had left my Father's houſe becauſe of 
Brother's l-ufa; e of me:; Which was a plea thank 
might make with juſtice, and to the excuſe of my 
Father, as well as of myſelf. . > bl 
He h 

my relations would. adhere. to this their new reſoluo 
tion, he could have no objection, ſince ſuch was my 
pleaſure: But, as he was well aſſured, that they had 


_— it Sly from apprehenſions, that a more adi 


migh t involve my Brother (who had breathed no- 
ut revenge) in ſome fatal misfortune, there 
was too much reaſon to believe, that.they would reſume 
their former purpoſe the moment they ſhould think 
they Fare might. | 1 nie 

his, Madam, ſaid he, is.2 : riſque 1 cannot run. 
You would think it ſtrange if I could. And yet, -as: 


ſoon as I knew they had fo given ont, I thought it 


proper to appriſe you of it, and to'take Jour cn 
mands upon =; '-» S108 
Let me hear, ſald I; willing to try if he had any: 
particular view, what ou think moſt adviſeable? 
Tis very eaſy to ſay That, if I durſt—/f 7 might: 
not offend you—lf i it were not to break. conditions. * 


hal be inviolable with me. 


"Say then, Sir, what you would fay. I can approye 
or difapprove, as I think fit. coal 

Had not the man a fine o pportunity here to ſpeak 
out ?—He had. And thus be uſed it. 

To wave, Madam, what I would fay till I 1 


more courage to ſpeak out [ More conrage—Mrs" 


Lovelace mare courage, my dear ] El will only propoſe; 
what I think will be moſt agreeable to you—Suppoſe,: 
if Jeu 05 not to £0 to Lady Betty 95 W e R 
turn cro the coun to Vindſor! ? 25 135 
Why to Windſor; 1 enn 


ildly replied, that if he uli be male that 


Becauſe it is pleaſant TER Becauſe it lies i in i the | 
way Either to Berkſhire, to, Oxford, or to Lon 
ET - 7 0 0 e 
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1 Netſtire, where Lord M. is at preſent: Oxford, in 
as geigbbourhood of which lives Lady Betty: 77 05 


dun, whither you may retire at your a Or, if 
p will Havel it ſo, whither I may go, vo ſtaying a at 
— wa and y 7 be N 0 aft Go | 175 nce > of iu : 
-thing ſhould” happen, ar i ri 
— thiek rnew-taken te ſolution. is * ROY a 
This propoſal, Sonne diſpleaſed ft e But 
Ifaid; My only objection was, the Altar of Wind 
Boe of whom I ſhould be glad to 12 
aways ad two or three hours reach by a meſſenger, . : 
Fpoſhble, : 
1 had thoug tits of any other place than Windſof, 
ot eurer to Miſs Howe, he wanted but my commands, 
and would ſeek for proper accommodations: But, fix 
01 pleaſed, farther or nearer, he had ſervants, and 
they- had nothing elſe to do but to obey me. 
"Ay ateful thing then he named to me—To ſend for 
annah, as ſoon as I ſhould be fix'd (a); unleſs : th 
5 chuſe one of the young er here to 
attend me; both of whom, as I had acknowleged, 
were very obliging; and he w t- had generolity ; 
enough to make it worth their while. 
This of Hannah, he might ſee, I took very y well. 1 


faid, Thad thoughts of ſending for her, as 10 as 1 f 


to more convenient lodgings. As to theſe young gen- i 


| tlewomen, it were pity to break in upon that u ſeful- 


neſs Which the whole mi were of ta each other; each 
= her proper part, and performing it with an agree- 
alacrity Inibinjoth that I liked them all ſo well, 
tart could'even'paſs my days amon them were he 
to leave me; by which meany the To gings would be 
more convenient to me than now they were. 
„He need not repeat his objections to this place, he 
laid: But as to going to Windſor, or where- ever elſe 


I thought fit, or as to _ perſonal attendance, or 


Ser c 251. 5 eaving . 


0 8 See ki reaſons br Pöl Wudlb, p 142, 4 ber 
* 5146, 147. 
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leaving me, he would aſſure me (he very-agreeabl 
add) that I could propoſe nothing Weigel Irina 
my reputation, and even my punctilio, concerned; thit 
he would not chearfully come into. And ſince I 
ſo much taken up with my pen, he would inſtant 
order his horſe to be got ready, and would ſet:outui 
Not to be off my caution, Have you any ab. 
quaintance at Windſor? ſaid J. Know you of any 
convenient lodgings there rm 
Except the Foreſt, replied he, where I have often 
hunted, I know the leaſt of Windſor, of any plate 
ſo noted, and ſo pleaſant. Indeed, I have not a ſingle 
aequaintunce therddnſmmmmeaeaeddd 91 
Upon the whole, I told him, that I thought li; 
propoſal of Windſor not amiſs; and that J would re. 


. en- bs 5&4 
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move thither, if I could get a lodging only for'my- | b 

ſelf, and an upper · chamber for Hannah; for that my | d 
| ſtock of money was but ſmall, as was eaſy to be von- || -th 
| ceived; and I ſhould be very loth to be obliged to «th 
1 any- body. I added, that the ſooner I removed: the | 5! 
| better; for that then he could have no objection togo | «x6 
g to London, or Berkſhire, as he pleaſed: And I ſhoud F tit, 
| let every-body know my independence. '. - +: | to 
| Di 


7 $5448; Wo 
Nie again propoſed himſelf, in 2 polite terms; for 
my banker. But I, as civilly, declined his offer 
This converſation was to be, all of it, in the main, 
| agreeable. He aſked, whether I would chuſe to lo 
in the town of Windſor, or out of it? 
As near the Caſtle, I ſaid as poſſible, for the con- 
venience of going conſtantly to the public worſtup: - 
An opportunity 1 had been long deprived of. 
He ſhould be very glad, he told me, if he could 
procure me accommodations in any one of the (-: 
nons houſes; which he imagined would be more agree- 
able to me than any other, on many accounts. And 
as he could depend upon my promiſe, Never to have 
any other man but himſelf, on the condition to which 
he had ſo chearfully ſubſcribed, he e, 
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emmending himſelf to my favour, by the only way 
hei knew it could be done. Adding, with a very ſe- 


mious air I am but a young man, Madam; but I 


run à long courſe: Let not your purity of mind 
incline you to deſpiſe me for the acknowlegement: 
It is high time to be weary of it, and to reform; ſince, 
ke Solomon, can ſay, There is nothing New 
under the Sun: But that it is my belief, that a liſe of 
virtue can afford ſuch pleaſures, on reflection, as will 
be for ever-blooming, for ever New! DW 
ele Roy wrt PS | - looked at him, I be- 
lieve, as if I doubted my ears and my eyes. His af] 
however became his words. ER {+ yo 180 
Lexpreſſed my ſatisfaction in terms ſo agreeable to 


him, that he ſaid, He found a delight in this early 


dawning of a better day to him, and in my approba- 
tion, which he had never received from the ſucceſs of 
the moſt favoured of his purſuits. 

vt Surely,” my dear, the man muff be in earneſt. He 


ould not have ſaid this; he could not have thought 


it, had he not. What followed made me ſtill readier 
„ r whois al 
In the midſt of my wild 1 ſaid he, I have 
ever preſerved a reyerence for Religion, and for reli- 
gious men. I always called another cauſe, when any 


- 


ef my libertine companions, in purſuance of Lord 
7 — teſt (which is a part of the Rake's Creed, 


and what I may call The tohetſtone of infidelity) endea- 
voured to turn the ſacred ſubject into ridicule. On this 
very account I have been called by good men of the 
»Clergy, who nevertheleſs would have it, that T was 
a practical Rake, The decent Rake: And indeed I had 
too much pride in my ſhame, to difown- the name; 
This, Madam, I am the readier-to confeſs, as it 
may give you hope, that the generous taſk of my Re- 
formation, which I flatter myſelf you will have the 


Boodneſs to undertake, will not be ſo difficult a one as 
Mad | TX. : | 


you 
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You may have ĩimagined; for it has afforded me ſum 
pleaſure in my. retired. hours, when @ temporary ws 
morſe has ſtruck me for any- thing I have done amiſ 
that I ſhould one-day take delight in another courſeuf 
life: For, unleſs we can, I dare ſay, no durable gu 
is to be expected from the endeavour. Your example} 
The divine Grace, or Favour, Mr. Lovelace, muf 
do All, and confirm All. You know not how müch 
you pleaſe me, that I can talk to you in this dialect. 
And I then thought of his generoſity to his pretty 


Ruſtic and of his Kindneſs to his Tenants. Ex | 


+ Yet, Madam, be pleaſed. to remember one thingy 
Reformation cannot be a fudden work. I havems: 
finite vivacity: It is that which nuns away with me 
Judge, deareſt Madam, by what I. am going to con- 
feſs, that I have a prodigious way to journey on, be- 
fore a good perſon will think me tolerable; ſince, tho 
I have read in ſome of our Per fectioniſts e nough to 
make a better man an orien either run into mad 
neſs or deſpair, about. the Grace you mention; yet l⸗ 
cannot enter into the meaning of the word, nor into 
the modus of its operation. Let me not then be 
checked, when I mention your example for my vijible/ 
reliance z and inſtead of uſing ſuch words, till I can 
better underſtand them, ſuppoſe all the reſt included 
in the profeſſion of that reliance. - - 48 
I told him, that, altho' I was ſomewhat: concerned 
at his expreſſion, and ſurpriſed at ſo much dar tnaſ, 
(for want of another word) I would call it; in a man 
of: his talents and learning; yet I. was pleaſed with hs 
Ingenuity. | I wiſhed him to encourage this way of | 
thinking I told him, that his obſervation, that no 
durable good was to be expected from any new courſe 
where there was not a dalight taken in it, was juſt: 


(3) That he propoſes one day to reform, and that le tias nne 
good motions, tee Vol. I. p. 233, 234. MY 
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And twenty things of this ſort I even preached to 
ben; taking care, however, not to be tedious, nor to 
t my expanded heart give him a contracted or im- 
patient brow. And, indeed, he took viſible pleaſure 
bavhat I faid, and even hung upon the ſubject, when 
lata try him, once or twice, ſeemed ready to drop it: 
And proceeded to give me a moſt agreeable inſtanee, 
int he could at times think both deeply and ſeriouſly. 
Thus it was. 7 0B es ey . LEN fo 2235 2k ito. 05 
He was once he ſaid dangerouſly wounded ina duel, 
in the left arm, baring it, to ſhew me the Scar: That 


this (notwithſtanding a great effuſion of blood, it being” 


won an artery) was followed by a violent fever, which 
*Jaſt-fix'd upon his ſpirits; and that ſo obſtinately, 
that neither did he defire life, nor his friends expect 
r That, for a month together, his heart, as he 
thought, was fo totally changed, that he deſpiſed his 
former- courſes, and particularly that raſnneſs, which 
had brought him to the ſtate he was in, and his anta- 
goniſt (who, however, was the 2 reffor) into a much 
worſe: That in this ſpace he had thoughts which at 
times give him pleaſure to reflect upon: And altho*. 
theſe promiſing proſpects changed, as he recovered 
health and ſpirits; yet he parted with them with ſo 
much reluctance, that he could not help ſnewing it, 
in a copy of verſes, ?#uly blank ones, he ſaid ; ſome of 
which he repeated, and (advantaged by the grace 
which he gives to every-thing he repeats) I thought 
tiem very - tolerable ones ; the ſentiments, however, 
much graver than I expected from him. 
He has promiſed me à copy of the lines; and then 
[ ſhall judge better of their merit; and ſo ſhall you. 
ſhe tendency of them was, That, ſince fickneſs 
only gave him a proper train of thinking, and that 
nis reſtored health brought with it a return of his 
* evil habits, he was ready to renounce” the giſts of 


* Nature for thoſe of Contemplation.” 


He farther declared, that altho' all theſe good mo- 


» 
tions 
* > 44 
. 2. 
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of health and ſpirits; a- d when he had nothing to 170 
ſ 


he had better hopes now, from the influence of: 


tions went off (as he had owned) on his recovery! je | yl 
example, and from the reward before him, if he pd p 


ſevered: And that he was the more hopeful = 9 
| " 


ſhould, us his preſent reſolution was made in a full 


for but perſeverance to intitle himſelf” to my favour! Wy wr! 
I will not throw cold water, Mr. Lovelace, fad 
on a riſing flame: But look to it! For I ſhall ende 
vour to keep you up to this ſpirit. | I ſhall meafü | . 
your value of me by this teſt : And I would have 50 Me 
bear thoſe charming lines of Mr. Rowe for, ever h ii? 
your mind; you, who have, by your own confeflion 4 


io much to repent of; and as the Scar, indeed, ff 


ſhewed me, will, in one inſtanee, remind you to 500 Net 
dying day. Ne 7 e eee 
The lines, my dear, are from that Poct's Ulyſſeh hut 
You have heard me often admire them; and I repeated I 9! 
them to him: ar fc, * bs 
© Habitual evils change not on a ſudden ; UD | th 
But many days muſt paſs, and many ſorrows s 11 Þ we! 
Conſcious remorſe and anguiſh muſt be felt, | we, 
To curb deſire, to break the ſtubborn will, J | 
And work a ſecond nature in the foul, .. oon 
Ere Virtue can reſume the place ſhe loſt: bon 
71s elſe Dis81MULATION | _ | off thy 
He had often read theſe: lines, he ſaid; but news | ww, 
taſted them before. By his Sou] (the unmortified erm be 
ture ſwore) and as he hoped to be ſaved, he was now's | Wt. 
earneſt in his good reſolutions. He had ſaid, be el fore 
repeated theſe lines from Rowe, that habitual %, 
could not be changed on a ſudden : But he hoped/lt f 
ſhould not be thought a diſſembler, if he were not en 
abled to hold his good purpoſes; ſince ingratitude an 
diſſimulation were vices that of all others he abhorred⸗ 
May you ever abhor them! ſaid I. They are il 
moſt odious of all vice. 


1 hope, 


: 
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hope, my dear Miſs Howe, I ſhall not have occa- 
in my future Letters, to contradict theſe promiſe- 
appearances. Should I. have nothing on his ſide to 
combat with, I ſhall be very far from being happy, 
im the ſenſe of my fault, and the indignation of all 
ben So ſhall not fail of condign puniſhment 
or it, from my inward remorſe on account of my for- 
ned character. But the leaft ray of hope could not 
in in upon me, without my being willing to lay hold 


the very firſt opportunity to communicate it to you, 
ho take ſo generous a ſhare in all my concerns. 

Nevertheleſs, you may depend upon it, my dear, 
that theſe agreeable aſſurances, and hopes of his begun 
Reformation, ſhall not make me forget my caution. 
Net that I. think, at worſt, any more than you, that 
te dare to harbour a thought injurious to my honour : 
But he is very various, and there is an apparent, and 


wen an actnowleged unfixedneſs in his temper, which 


| times, gives me uneaſineſs. I am reſolved there- 
fore to keep him at diſtance from my perſon and my 
thoughts, as much as I can: For whether all men 


Hence it is, that J have always caſt about, and will 
continue to caſt about, what ey h he may have in view 
rom this propoſal, or from that report. In a word, 
tho' hopeful of the b-/?, I will always be fearful of the 
m, in every-thing that admits of doubt. For it is 

tter, in ſuch a ſituation as mine, to apprehend with- 
ut eauſe, than to ſubjeR myſelf to ſurprize for want of 
W nol bog antindl 
Mr. Lovelace is gone to Windſor, having left two 
kivants to attend me. He purpoſes to be back to- 
l have written to my Aunt Hervey, to ſupplicate 
bet intereſt in my behalf, for my cloaths, books, and 
niney.;_ ſignifying to her, That, if I may be re- 
ſtored to the favour of my family, and all 1 a 
Wee! 4 | | e- 


* 
— 


we or are not ineroachers, I am ſure Mr. Lovelace is 


- + Negative e, as to any man * 1 e may be 'propoſid (re 


— 


that accompanies it; and 
that thou robbeſt me of the merit of it, thou adm 


to me, and be uſed like a Daughter, iece;” ary Þ pſp! 

« Siſter, I will ſtill ſtand by my offer to live ſingle, 
. ſubmit, as I ought, to a Negative from my Ran 
Intimating nevertheleſs, That it were perhaps bitte, 
* after the uſage I have received from my Brotherawd 


dSiſter, that I may be allowed to be ian fron | 


<. them, as well for their ſakes as for my own" (Hu 
ing. as I ſuppoſe it will be taken, at my Dairy- — 
offering; to take my Father's directions, as to 


manner J ſhall live in, the ſervants I ſhall have, I at: 


in every-thing that ſhall ſhew the dutiful ſubotdþ 


nation to which Iam willing to conform.” «9 - 


My Aunt will know by my Letter to my Sifierk 


206 direct to me, if ſhe be ped do fata me wa 


a line. oe e 


Jam equally earneſt with her in this Latter ef i 
| ich my Siſter in That I wrote to her, to obtain for me 
a ſpeedy Reconciliation, that I may not be on aug 


cipitated; intimating, That, by a timely lenit 
ma puſs for a miſunderſtanding only, which, et- 


wife, will be thought equally dif g cee to then, 
and to me; 3 appealing ta her for the neceſſity I'was | bi 

under to do what I did. * £60 
Here I cloſe for the py with the aſſuranceths 18 
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vanity, rep þ au. the humorous m 


me highly. Envy gives thee the indiſtinction: Nr 


TH 0 U haſt often) 8 me, Jack, with 
r which, at the ſame tin 


ay 


Wu 


[4 © $45 
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un inſpires the admiration : Unknown: to thyſelf it 
fſpires-it- But thou art too clumſy and too ſhort- 
ted a mortal, to know how to account even for 
has impulſes by which thou thyſelf art moved, 
lter „Well, but this acquits thee not of my charge of 
rl vit, Lovelace, methinks thou ſayeſt. 
from | gand true thou ſayeſt: For I have indeed a con- 
nen | (unded parcel of it. But, if men of parts may not 
w allowed to be vain, who ſhould? And yet, upon 
oh keond thoughts, men of parts have the leaſt occaſion 
any to be vain; ſince the world (ſo few of them are 
ord chere in it) are ready to find them out, and extol 
nach chem. If a fool can be made ſenſible, that there is a 
h nn who has more underſtanding than himſelf, he is 
Wit dad enough to conelude, that ſuch a man muſt be a 
ſery extraordinary creature. INES 
And what, at this rate, is the general concluſion to 
| drawn from the premiſes?—Is it not, That no man 
ught to be vain? But what if a man can't help it? 
WE notheps, may be my caſe. - But there is nothing 
om\which I value myſelf ſo much as upon my Inven- 
ko. + And, for the ſoul of me, I cannot help letting 
be ſeen, that I 4%. Vet this vanity may be à means, 
perhaps, to overthrow me with this ſagacious Lady. 
dhe is very apprehenſive of me, I ſee. I have ſtu- 
died before her and Miſs Howe, as often as I have been 
with them, to paſs for a giddy thoughtleſs creature. 
What a: folly then to be ſo expatiatingly ſincere, in my 
anſwer to her home Put, upon -the noiſes within the 
garden? —But ſuch ſucceſs having attended that con- 
411! } trivance (Succeſs, Jack, has blown many a man up!) 
in | my curſed vanity got uppermoſt, and kept down my 
tuntion. The menace to have ſecreted Solmes, and 
that other, that I had thoughts to run away with her 
fooliſh Brother, and of my project to revenge her upon 
the two. ſervants,” ſo: much terrified the dear creature, 
wat I was forced to ſit down to muſe after means to 
Pit myſelf right in her opinion. a n 
7309 | | Some 


poſe 
andy 


FETTE 


S 


_ 
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Some favourable incidents, at the time, ane 
Wenn my agent in her family; at leaſt ſuch as 0 
determined to make favourable: And therefore I 
ſired admittance; and this before ſhe could reſolve at 
thing againſt me; that is to ſay, while her admit | 
of my intrepidi 3 reſolution in ſuſpenſe. | 
Accordingly, I prepared myſelf to be all at 
all obligingne 5 all ſerenity ; and as J have now. 
then, and always had, more or leſs, pood motions $00 
up in my mind, I encouraged-and collected every 
of this ſort that I bd re ever had from Novicehoodl 
Maturity I Not long in recollefting, Jack I] in hes to 
bring the dear creature into good humour with me 0 
And who knows, thought I, if I can hold it, and pt6 
| 2 but J may be able to lay a foundation fit ola 
3 ſcheme upon —Lovx, chought l, is not 6 
mul a doubter: FEAR is: I will try to banilh'the 
wrong Nothing then but Love will remain. Cxi⸗ 
DULITY is the God of Love's ow miniſters * 
they never are aſunder. fo 


"OL 


\ «ft 


He: then acquaints his fried with * paſſed bool 

bim and the Lady, in relation to his advices frm. | 
 Harlowe-Place, and to his propoſal about lodgings, ik 
pretty much to the fame purpoſe as in her Preeell 19 
ing Letter. 0 

When he comes to mention his propeſal of the Wi 1 5 
lodgings, thus he expreſſes mel. 8 


Now, Belford, F it enter into thy leaden head 
what I meant by this propoſal? —I 9 7 7 it anna and © 
And fo I'll tell thee. - pas t 
Too leave her for a day or two, with a view to. ſem pþre 
her by my abſence, would, as I thought, look likens an he 
fiding in her favour. I could not think of leavin 
thou knoweſt, while I had reaſon to believe her * Grer 
would purſue us; and I began to apprehend, bal toget 


bs He had ſaid, p. 113. that he ava make Reformation lil "VC 
Ing- orſe, Cc. 


991 ſuſpect, that I made a pretence of that inten- 
japal purſuit, to keep about her and with her. But 
1 75 they had declared againſt it, and that they 


Id. not receive her if ſhe went back (a declaration 
Hug better hear firſt from me, than from Miſs 
owe, or any other) what ſhould hinder me from 
wing her this mark of my obedience; eſpecially as I 
wud leave Will, who is a clever fellow, and can do 
my-thing but write and ſpell, and Lord M's Jonas 


; 

fy 
} 

A 
1 
| ' 


_—_—_ 
® 


po not as guards, to be ſure, but as attendants. only) 5 
10 5 latter to be diſpatched to me occaſionally by the 
a mer, whom J could acquaint with my motions ? - / 

p | I Then I wanted to inform myſelf, why I had not con» 
0 mtulatory Letters from Lady Sarah and Lady Betty, 
it nd from my couſins Montague, to whom I. had writ- 
ip ln. glorying in my Beloved's eſcape 3 which Letters, 
the {properly worded, might be made neceſſary to ſhew 
u as matters proceed. 


h Ys to Windſor, I had no deſign to carry her parti- 
5 wrly thither: But ſomewhere it was proper to name, 
Is ſhe condeſcended to aſk my advice about it. Lon- 
i | 9, I. durſt not; but very cautiouſly; and ſo as to 
„Imke it her own option: For I muſt tell thee, that 
there is ſuch a perverſeneſs in the Sex, that, when they _ 
ik your advice, they do it only to know your opinion, 
that they may oppoſe it; tho', had not the thing in 
Queſtion been your choice, perhaps it had been theirs. 
' |  Icould eaſily give reaſons againſt Windſor, after I 
had pretended to be there; and this would have looked 
ad, the better, as it was a place of my own nomination ; | 
„and ſhewn her, that I had no fix'd ſcheme. Never 
ua there in woman ſuch a ſagacious, ſuch an all- alive 


F ipprehenſion, as in this. Vet it is a grievous thing to 
m honeſt man to be ſuſpected. n 
hen, in my going or return, I can call upon Mrs. 
p Greme. She and my Beloved had a great deal of talk 
uy 
1 


- 


topether. If I knew what it was about; and that 


Etther, upon their firſt acquaintance, was for bene- 
A fiting 
: 


F »- * . 6 
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fiting herſelf by the Other, I — 3 contrive to ſery | © 
them both, without hurting my/e/f: For theſe are the | 
moſt prudent ways of doing friendſhips, and what ir 7 

BY not followed by regrets, tho the Serv-ed ſhould pro 
| ingrateful. Then Mrs. Greme. correſponds by pay | & 
| and ink with her Farmer-ſiſter where we are: 5 1 

| thing may poſſibly ariſe that way, either of a con B 
| nient nature, which I may purſue ; or an inconvenient, 17 
„ dads we WN VV 1 


- Always be care,. | Spe doors, is a maxim withme A 
in all my exploits. Whoever knows me, knows that be 


I am no proud man. I can talk as familiarly to fer- 
vants as to principals when I have a mind to make I dhe 
worth their while to oblige me in any-thing. The ö 
ſervants are but as the common ſoldiers in an army: \ 
They do all the miſchief ; frequently without malice, J, 
and merely, good ſouls / for miſchief-ſake. 2 
I am moſt apprehenſive about Miſs Howe. She hh!“ 
à confounded deal of wit, and wants only a ſubject. f Ger 
thew as much roguery : And ſhould I be outwitte, 40 
with all my ſententious, boaſting conceit of my on | 
noſtrum-mongerſbip¶ I love to plague thee, who arta ie 
pretender to accuracy, and a ſurſace- ſæimmer in lm. 2 
ing, with out · of- the · way words and phraſes] 1 ſhould 0 h. 
certainly hang, drown, or ſhoot myſelf, kW 
Poor Hickman ! I pity him for the proſpect he hn] © 
- with ſuch a virago ! But the fellow's a tool, God wet! bee 
And now I think of it, it is abſolutely neceſſaty fr tal 
complete happineſs in the married State, that one hold his 
be a fool (an argument I once held with this very Mik Ape 
Howe). But then the fool ſhould 4ow that he 8% 
elſe the obſtinate one will diſappoint the wiſe one. Ae 
But my agent : Joſeph has helped me to ſecure thi | 0 


quarter, as I have hinted to thee more than once. 
, L ETJow 
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I. ET TER XXV. 
Ar. Lovßi. Ack, To JohN BELFoRD, EV. 
bs Had In Continuation. 


_— 
NUT is it not a confounded thing, that T cannot 
9 faſten an obligation upon this proud Beauty? I 
ſive two motives, in endeavouring to prevail upon 
her to accept of Money and Raiment from me: One, 
the real pleaſure I ſhould have in the accommodating of 
the haughty maid ; and to think there was ſomethin 

near her, and upon her, that I could call mine The 
1 700 in order to abate her ſeverity, and humble her 
a little, bk 434 „ by * 
Nothing ſooner brings down a proud ſpirit, than a 
ſenſe of lying under pecuniary obligations. This has 
aways made me ſolicitous to avoid laying myſelf un- 
&r,any ſuch: Yet ſometimes formerly have I been 
ut. to it, and curſed the tardy revolution of the 
arterly periods. And yet I ever made ſhift to avoid 
anticipations : I never would eat the calf in the cow's 
kl, as Lord M's phraſe is: For what is that, but 
bold our Lands upon Tenant-courteſy, the vileſt of 
al Tenures ? To be denied a fox- chace, for fear of 
tre-king down a fence upon my own grounds? To 
te clamoured-at for repairs /udied for, rather than 
E. wanted? To be prated to by a bumkin with 


8 
* 
8 
> A + Wy v 85 
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4 
my 


5 


hat on, and his arms folded, as if he defied your 


apectations of that ſort; his foot firmly fix'd, as if 
pon his own ground; and you forced to take his 


ach leers, and ſtupid. gybes; he intimating by the 


Mole of his conduct, that he had had it in his power 
toblige you, and, if you behave civilly, may oblige 
jou again ?——1, who think I have a right to break 
ery man's head I paſs by, if I like not his looks, to 
bear this !—No more could I do it, than I could bor- 


Io of an inſolent Uncle, or inquiſitive Aunt, who 


yould thence think. themſelves intitled to 


OLA, * H have an 


account 


[ 
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account of all my life and actions laid before them for 
their review-and cenſure, = +} | 

My Charmer, I ſee, has a pride like my own: 
But ſhe has no diſlinction in her pride: Nor knows 
the pretty fool, that there is nothing nobler, nothin 
more delightful, than for Lovers to be conferring an 
receiving obligations from one another. In this very 
PF rn a rt to give thee a familiar inſtance, I hade 
more than once ſeen this remark illuſtrated. A firut- 
ting raſcal of a cock have I beheld chuck, chuck, 
chuck, chuck-ing his miſtreſs to him, when he has 


found a ſingle barley-corn, taking it up with his bill, 


and letting it drop five or ſix times, till repeating his 
.chucking invitation: And when two or three of hi 
feathered ladies ſtrive who ſhall be the firſt for't [0 
Fack ! a Cock is a Grand Signor of a bird !] he diredh 
the bill of the foremoſt to it; and, when ſhe he 
the dirty pearl, he ſtruts over her with an ere&6 
creſt, and an exulting chuck—a chuck-aw-aw x, 
circling ronnd her, with dropt wings, ſweeping the 
duſt in humble courtſhip: While the obliged the, 
Half-ſhy, half-willing, by her cowring tail, extended 
wings, yet ſeemingly affrighted eyes, and contraQed 
neck, lets one ſee, that ſhe knows the barley-com 
was not all he called her for. | 


When he comes to that part of his narrative, whit 
he mentions the propoſing of the Lady's maid Hat: 
nah, or one of the young Sorlings's, to' atten 
ber, thus he writes : | 

Now, Belford, canſt thou imagine what I meat 

by propoſing Hannah, or one of the girls here, for 
her attendant ? I'll give thee a month to gueſs. 
Thou wilt not pretend to gueſs, thou ſay'ſt. 
Well, then, I'll tell thee. | „ 
Believing ſnhe would certainly propoſe to have that 
favourite wench about her, as ſoon as ſhe was a lt 
ſettled, I had cauſed the girl to be inquired after, * 


the poor wench a ſmall preſent on the occalion—L 


Mother 7 8 chances in That /] it would have been 
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in intent to make intereſt, ſome how or other, that a 
month's warning ſhould be inſiſted on by her maſter 
or miſtreſs, or by ſome. other means, which I had 
got determined upon, to prevent her coming to her. 
But fortune fights for me. Ihe wench is luckily ill; 
violent rheumatic diſorder, which has obliged her 
to leave her place, confines her to her chamber: Poor 
Hannah! How I pity the girl! "Theſe things are very 
hard upon induſtrious ſervants I intend to make 


know it will oblige my Charmer, 1 
And ſo, Jack, pretending not to know any- thing of 
the matter, I preſled her to ſend for Hannah. She 
knew I had always a regard for this ſervant, becauſe 
of her honeſt love to her Lady: But now I have a 
greater regard for her than ever. Calamity, tho” a 
poor ſervant's calamity, will rather increaſe than di- 
minilh good-will, with a truly generous maſter or 
niſtreſs. WEE | 
As to one of the young Sorlings's attendance, there 
mas nothing at all in propoſing that; for if either of 
them had been choſen by her, and permitted by the 


only till J had fix'd upon another. And if afterwards 
they had been loth to part, I could eaſily, have given 
my Beloved a jealouſy, which would have done the 
buſineſs; or to the girl, who would have quitted her 
Country dairy, ſuch a reliſh for a London one, as 
would have made it very convenient for her to fall in 
bye with Will; or perhaps I could have done. {till 
better for her with Lord M's Chaplain, who is very 
* of ſtanding well with his Lord's preſumptive 
=. 5 

A blefling on thy honeſt heart, Lovelace ! thou'lt 
ſay; for thou art for providing for every-body. 


on 


He gives an account of the ſerious part of their con- 
verſation, with no great variation fromthe Lady's 
3 account 


—— 
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account of it : And when he comes to that part of, 

it, where he bids her remember, that Reformation the 

cannot be a ſudden thing, he aſks his friend; cha 


Is not this fair play? Is it not dealing ingenuouſly? 4 


Then the obſervation, Iwill be bold to ſay, is founded 
in truth and nature. But there was a little touch off, 
policy in it beſides ; that the Lady, if I ſhould fly out 
again, ſhould not think me too groſs an hypocrite: | 
For, as J plainly told her, I was afraid, that my fits T 
of Reformation were but Fits and Sallies; but I hoped 
her Example would fix them into Habits. But it is ſo ine 
diſcouraging a thing, to have my monitreſs ſo very en 
ood -I proteſt I know not how to look up at her!! 
Now, as I am thinking, if I could pull her down a Hall 
little nearer to my own level; that is to ſay, could Nui 
prevail upon her to do ſomething that would argue I! 
imperfection, ſomething to repent of ; we ſhould Jog! 
on much more equally, and be better able to compte-Ftiu 
hend one another: And ſo the comfort would be mu- fur 
tual, and the remorſe not all on one ſide. | 


Ile ackhnowleges, that he was greatly affected and he 
" pleaſed with the Lady's: ſerious arguments at iim 
time But even then was apprehenſive that hit te 
temper would not hold. Thus be writes; J 
This Lady fays ſerious things in ſo agreeable a man: 11 
ner (and then her voice is all harmony when ſhe 7 
touches a ſubject ſhe is pleaſed with) that I cult e 
have liſtened to her for half a day together. But jet | 
Jam afraid, if ſhe fallt, as they call it, ſhe will lofea ud; 
good deal of that pathos, of that noble ſelf-confidence, I 
Which gives a good perſon, as I now ſee, a viſible A 
| ſuperiority over one not ſo good. _ oY is 
But, after all, Belford, I would fain know why h 
people call ſuch free-livers as you and me hypocrites, = 
That's a word I hate; and ſhould take it very ill to "on 
be called by it. For myſelf, I have as good m ot 5 
and perhaps have them as frequently, as any-body; Al. 


Al i 
tie * 
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6. he buſineſs is, they don't hold; or, to ſpeak more in 


"Y character, I don't take the care ſome do, to conceal my 
0% %%. | 

ſly? } 1 | 

il LETTER XXVI. 

out N., Howe, To Miſs CLARISSA HARLOW E. 
rite: 8 Saturday, April 1 N | 
fits e H O' pretty much preſſed in time, and oppreſſed 


oped by my Mother's watchfulneſs, I will write a few 
is ſo ines upon the new light that has broke in upon your 
ver) Jeentleman ; and ſend it by a particular hand. 
her! I know not what to think of him upon it. He 
wn a falks well; but judge him by Rowe's lines, he is cer- 
could Fhinly a di//embler, o.ious as the ſin of H) pocriſy, and, 
gue ſ he ſays, that other of Ingratitude, are to him. 
10g And pray, my dear, let me aſk, Could he have 
npfe-Fiiumphed, as it is ſaid he has done, over ſo many of 
mu: Jour Sex, had he not been egregiouſly guilty of both (ins? 
His Ingenuity is the thing that ſtaggers me: Yet is 
{and de cunning enough to know, that whoever accuſes 
at the Pimſelf kill, blunts the edge of an adverſary's accu- 
it hn Nation. | | a 
Ile is certainly a man of ſenſe: There is more hope 
mans ef ſuch a one, than of a fool: And there muſt be a 
1 70 Winning to a Reformation. Theſe I will allow in his 
coul Nerour. | | 
ut yet But this, that follows, I think, is the only way to 
lofsa Ide of his ſpecious confeſſions and ſelf-accuſations— 
lence, Uoes he confeſs any-thing that you knew not before, 
viſible ler that you are not likely to find out from others? 
Ik nothing elſe, what does he confeſs to his own diſ- 
1510 wyantage? You have heard of his Duels : You have 
1,00 leard of his Seductions.— All the world has. He 
into ne therefore what it would be to no purpoſe to 
tight amceal; and his Ingenuity is a Salvo—* Why, this, 
i Madam, is no more than Mr. Lovelace himſelf 
1 the *acknowleges,” 


H 3 ; Well, 
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Well, but, what is now to be done? — Vou muft 
make the beſt of your ſituation : And as you ſay, fo 
ſay I, I hope that will not be bad: For I like all that 
he has propoſed to you of Windſor, and his Canon? 
houſe. His readineſs to leave you, and go himſelf in 
queſt of a lodging, likewiſe looks well. And I think 
therc is nothing can be ſo properly done, as (whether 
you get to a Canon's houſe or not) that the Canon 
1hould join you together in wedlock as ſoon as poſſible. 
I much approve, however, of all your cautions, of 
all your vigilance, and of every-thing you have done, 
but of your meeting of him. Yet, in my diſapproba- 
| tion of that, I judge by the event only; for who would 
| have divined, it would have concluded as it did ? But 
he is the devil, by his own account: And had he run | 
| away with the wretched Solmes, and your more 
wretched Brother, and been himſelf tranſported for 
life, he ſhould have had my free conſent for all three. bs 
What uſe does he make of that Joſeph Leman! 
His Ingenuouſneſs, I muſt once more ſay, confounds | © + 
me; but if, my dear, you can forgive your Brother! 
for the part he put that fellow upon aCting, I don't J 
know whether you ought to be angry at Lovelace: | + , 
Vet I have wiſhed fifty times, ſince * got you Þ 1 
away, that you were rid of him, whether it were by 0 


PE» ih. Bee 
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a burning Fever, by Hanging, by Drowning, or bye 
broken Neck; provided it were before he laid you 
under a neceſſity to go into mourning for him. 
I I repeat my hitherto- rejected offer. May I ſend it 1 
ſafely by your old man? I have reaſons for not ſend | 7 
ing it by Hickman's ſervant; unleſs I had a Bait 00. 
Note. Inquiring for ſuch may cauſe diſtruſt. My ner 
Mother is ſo buſy, ſo inquiſitive I don't love fulpr 1500 
cCious tempers. f 1 „% Ty nl 

And here ſhe is continually in and out I mil pf 


1 


% 


break off. es fea 

Mr. Hickman begs his moſt reſpectful complimenb e 
to you, with offers of his ſervices. I told _ | Mic 
| | wo Mal, 
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would oblige him, becauſe minds in trouble take kindly 
any-body's. civilities : But that he was not to imagine 
that he particularly obliged me by this; ſince I ſhould 
think the man or woman either blind or ſtupid who 
admired not. a perſon of your exalted, merit for your 
own fake, and wiſhed not to ſerve you without view 
to.other reward than the honour of ſerving you. 

To be ſure, that was his principal motive, with great 
daintineſs he ſaid it: But with a kiſs of his hand, and 
+ | a bow to my feet, he hoped, that that fine Lady's be- 
: my. friend did not leflen the merit of the reverence 
be really bad for her. | 

4 | Believe me ever, what you, my dear, ſhall ever find 
1; 
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Vr faithful and aſfectionate | 
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ann L,E F 1B Bo Ri XIV 
-| ' Mf CLARISSsA HarLows, To Miſs How E. 
| FOO . 
N 1 Detain your meſſenger while I write in anſwer to 
ours ; the poor old man not being very well. 
Lou diſhearten me a good deal about Mr. Lovelace. 
V Imay be too willing, from my ſad circumſtances, to 
5 WO the beſt of him. If his pretences to Reforma- 
ton are 447 pretences, what muſt be his intent? But 
can the heart of man be ſo very vile? Can he, dare he, 
it | mock the Almighty? But may I not, from one very 
lad reflection, think better of him; That I am thrown 
& | 9 much into his power, to make it neceſſary for him 
1 Geese be were to intend the very amg villainy by 
+ | $9) $0 be ſuch a ſhocking hypocrite? He mult, at 
| alt, be in earneſt, at the time he gives the better 
& | {39Pes- , Surely he muſt. You yourſelf muſt join win 
me in this hope, or you could not wiſh mè to be ſo 
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But aſter all, I had rather, much rather, be in 
pendent of him, and of his family, altho” I have an 


high opinion of them, at leaſt till I ſee what my own 


may be brought to.-Otherwiſe, I think, it were beſt 
for me, at once, to caſt myſelf into Lady Betty's pro- 
tection. All would then be conducted with deceney, 
and perhaps many mortifications would be ſpared me. 
But then I muſt be his, at all adventures, and be 
thought to defy my own family. And ſhall I not firſt 
fee the iſſue of one application? And yet I cannot make 
rr am ſettled ſomewhere, and at a diftance from 

im. | N ng 
Mrs. Sorlings ſhewed me a Letter this morning, 


0 


which ſhe had received from her Siſter Greme la 


night; in which Mrs. Greme (hoping I will forgive 
her forward zeal, if her Siſter thinks fit to ſhew her 
Letter to me) * wiſhes (and that for all the noble fa- 
« mily's ſake, and ſhe hopes ſhe may ſay for my own) 
that I will be pleaſed to yield to make his Honour, 
as ſhe calls him, happy.“ She grounds her offictou/- 
nge, as ſhe calls it, upon what he was ſo condeſcending 
(her word alſo) to ſay to her yeſterday, in his way to 
Windfor, on her preſuming to aſk, if ſh 

give him joy: That no man ever loved a woman as 


© he loves me: That no woman ever ſo well deſerved 


to be beloved: That in every converſation, he ad- 
< mires me ſtill more: That he loves me with ſucha 
c purity, as he had never believed himſelf capable of, 
© or that a mortal creature could have inſpired him 
« with; looking upon me as all /ou/; as an angel ſent 
© down to ſave his;” and a great deal more of this 
ſort : But that he apprehends, my conſent to make 
him happy is at a greater diſtance than he wiſhes. 
And complained of the too ſevere reſtrictions I had 


laid upon him before I honoured him with my c 


© fidence : Which reſtrictions mu/f be as ſacred i 
« him, asif they were parts of the Marriage-contrat 


e might ſoon 


What, 
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What, my dear, ſhall I ſay to this? How ſhall I 
take it? Mrs. Greme is a good woman. Mrs. Sorlings 
zi a good woman. And this Letter agrees with the 
converfation between Mr. Lovelace and me, which I 
thought, and ſtill think, ſo agreeable (a). Yet what 
means the man by foregoing the opportunities he has 
"had to declare bimſel ?— What mean his complaints of 
m reſtrictions to Mrs. Greme? He is not a baſhful 
man. — But you ſay, I inſpire people with an awe o 
me. An awe, my dear —As how? | 

I am quite petulant, fretful and peeviſh, — 
ſelf, at times, to find, that I am bound to ſee the work- 


| po this /ubtle, or this giddy ſpirit; which ſhall I 


8 
How am I puniſhed, as I frequently think, for my 


vanity, in hoping to be an Example to young perſons of 


my Sex! Let me be but a Warning, and I will now be 
contented. For, be my deſtiny what it may, I ſhall 
never be able to hald up my head again among my beſt 
friends and worthieſt companions. : 
It is one of the cruelleſt circumſtances that attends 
the faults of the Inconſiderate, that ſhe makes all who 
love her unhappy, and gives joy only to her own ene- 
mies, and to the enemies of her family. x | 
What an uſeful leſſon would this afford, were i 
properly inculcated at the time that the tempted mind 
was balancing upon a doubtful adventure ? 455 
Lou know not, my dear, the worth of a virtuous 
man; and, noble-minded as you are in moſt particu- 


lars, you partake of the common weakneſs of human 


nature, in being apt to ſlight what is in your own 
power. 1 e | 
Lou would not think of uſing Mr. Lovelace, were 


he your ſuitor, as you do the much worthier Mr. 
Hickman— Would you? Vou know who ſays in my 
mother's caſe, + Much will bear, much /ha!/ bear, all 


- $5. © the 


(a) This Letter Mrs. Greme (with a good intention) was put upon 
Witing by Mr, Lovelace himſelf, as will be ſeen p. 172. 


= 


ide world through (a), Mr. Hickman, I feu 


would be glad to know the re name, who made 


ſuch an obſervation. He would think it hardly poſſible, 
but ſuch a one ſhould benefit by her own' remark; and 
* be apt to wiſh his Miſs Howe acquainted win 
ee of gs BOLIW. DObfoOA 03 15:4 
2 \Gentleneſs of heart, ſurely, is not deſpicable in a 
: mano Why, if it be, is the digneſt diſtinction a man 
an arrive at, that of a Gemlemum -A diſtinction 
which a Prince may not deſerve. For 
than Birth, Fortune, or Title, are requiſite in this 
character. Manners are indeed the eſſence of it. And 


ſhall it be generally ſaid, and Miſs Howe not be an ex 
ception to ĩt (as once you wrote) that our Sex are beſt 


deaſt with by boiſtrous and unruly ſpirits (5 _ 
Forgive me, my dear; and love me as you uſed th 


do. For altho' my Fortunes are changed, my Heat 


is not: Nor ever will, while it bids my pen tell you, 
that it muſt oeaſe to beat, when it is not as much yours, 
As. 2 n | 
0 e Your CL ARISSA HARLO WE. 


C 2 
. Cx ARIssA HARLOwE, To Miſs Hows. 


1 | Saturday Evening. 
M. Lovelace has ſeen divers apartments at Wind- 
ſor; but not one, he ſays, that he thought fit 
for me, and which at the ſame time anſwered my de- 
ſcription. | 
He has been very ſolicitous to keep to the Letter of 
my inſtructions: Which looks well: And the better 
I liked him, as, altho* he propoſed that town, he came 
back, diſſuading me from it: For he ſaid, that, in hi 
journey from thence, he had thought Windſor, altho 
of his own propoſal, a wrong choice; becauſe 1 2 
5 vet 


(.) vol. I. p. 58. 43) Vol, II. p. 14. 


Manners, moe 


was a place generally viſited - 


pg 


-\\Htold him, that if Mrs, Sorlings thought me not an 
(en | f 511 TT) 
incumbrance, I would be willing to ſtay here a little 


7 


| for a few days at leaſt. | 
He again propoſed to ſend ſor Hannah. I told him 
I deſigned to do ſo, thro' you And ſhall I beg of you, 
my dear, to cauſe the honeſt creature to be ſent to ? 
Pour faithful Robert, I think, knows where ſhe is. 
Perhaps ſhe will be permitted to quit her place directly, 
by allowing a month's wages, which I will repay her. 
He took notice of the ſerious humour he found me 
ö 
) 


in, and of the redneſs of my eyes. I had juſt been 
waage your Letter; and, had he not approached 
me, on his coming off his journey, in a very reſpectful 
manner; had he not made an unexceptionable report of 
his inquiries, and been ſo ready to go from me, at the 
very firſt word; I was prepared (notwithſtanding the 
ood terms we parted upon when he ſet out for Wind- 
on to have given him a very unwelcome reception : 
or the contents of your laſt Letter had ſo affected 
me, that do invent] ſaw him, I beheld with indig- 
- | nation the ſeducer, who had been the cauſe of all the 
t | evils ſuffer, and have ſuffered.” Sy 
. He hinted to me, that he had received a Letter from 
Lady Betty, and another (as I underſtood him) from 
done of the Miſs Montagues. If they take notice of 
r 0 in them, I wonder that he did not acquaint me with 
e contents. I am afraid, my dear, that his relations 
8 | we among thoſe, who think I have taken a raſh and 
> | Nexcuſable ſtep. It is not to my credit to let even them 
Ps: H 6 know, 
(a) This inference of the Lady in his favour; is exactiy what he hid 
A. for. See p. 143% | 


s I 
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know, how I have been frighted out af myſelf: And 
| = perhaps they would hold me unworthy of their gj. 
liance, if they were to think my flight a voluntary 
one? O my dear, how uneaſy to us are our reflections 
upon every doubtful occurrence, when we know ue 
have been prevailed upon to do a wrong thing! 
| 85 Sunday Morning! 
WiBAr an additional concern muſt I have in my 
reflections upon Mr. Lovelace's hatred of all my re- 
lations? He calls ſome of them implacable ; but Tam 


afraid that he is as implacable himſelf as the moſt in- 


veterate of them. | 
I could not forbear, with great earneſtneſs, to ex- 
preſs my wiſhes for a Reconciliation with them; and, 
in order to begin a treaty for that purpoſe, to re- urge 
his departure from me. He gave himſelf high airs up- 
on the occaſion, not doubting, he ſaid, that he was to 
be the preliminary ſacrifice ; and then he reflected in 
a very unpolite manner upon my Brother; nor ſpared 
my Father himſelf. mb ag 
So little conſideration for me, my dear — Yet it had 
always, as I told him, been his polite way, to treat my 
family with contempt—W icked creature that I was, 
ſaid I, to know it, and yet to hold correſpondence with 
you |! | Fe 
: But let me tell you, Sir, proceeded I, that whatever 
your violent temper and diſregard of me, ny 
ou to ſay of my Brother, I will not hear my Father 
23 ill of. It is enough, ſurely, that J have tor- 
mented his worthy heart by my diſobedience; and that 
his once beloved daughter has been ſpirited from him. 
— To have his character reflected upon, by the man 
who has been the cauſe of all, is what I will not bear. 
Nile faid many things in his own defence; but not 
one, as I told him, that could juſtify a Daughter to 
hear, or a man to ſay, who pretended what he pre- 
tended to that Daughter. e * , 
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read me paſſages out of both. 
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57 And then, ſeeing me very ſincerely angry, he beg- 
ged my pardon,  tho' not in a very humble manner 


neither, But, to change the ſubject, he took notice 


of the two Letters he had received, one from Lady 


Betty Lawrance, the other from Miſs Montague; and 


” 


Why did not the man ſhew them to me laſt night ? 


Was he afraid of giving me too much pleaſure? _ 
Lady Betty in hers, expreſſes. herſelf in the moſt 


obliging manner, in relation to me. © She wiſhes him 


| ſo to behave, as to encourage me to make him ſoon 


© happy. She deſires her compliments to me; and ex- 


e preſſes her impatience to ſee, as her Niece, ſo cele- 


© brated a Lady (Thoſe are her high words). She ſhall 


s take it for an honour, ſhe ſays, to be put into a way 
to oblige me. She hopes I will not too long delay 


© the Ceremony; becauſe That performed, will be to 
© her, and to Lord M. and Lady Sarah, a ſure pledge 
© of her Nephew's merits, and good behaviour. 
She ſays, © She was always ſorry to hear of the 
c hardſhips I had met with on his account. That he 


| © will be the moſt ingrateful of men, if he make not 
all up to me: And that ſhe thinks it incumbent 


* upon all their family to ſupply to me the loſt favour 
of my own: And, for her part, nothing of that 
* kind, ſhe bids him aſſure me, ſhall be wanting. 


Fler Ladyſhip obſerves, That the treatment he 
| © had received from my family, would have been more 


© unaccountable than it was, with ſuch natural and ac- 
« cidental advantages as he had, had it not been owing 
* to his own careleſs manners. But ſhe hopes, that 
he will convince the Harlowe-family, that they had 
thought worſe of him than he had deſerved ; ſince 
no it was in his power to eſtabliſh his character for 


| © ever. This ſhe prays God to enable him to do, as 


* well for his own honour, as for the honour of their 

* bouſe,” was the magnificent word. z 

She concludes, with * deſiring to be informed of 
| our 


c 
* 1 
A 
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© -our Nuptials the moment they are celebrated, that 
ſhe may be with the earlieſt in felicitating me on the 
happy occaſion,” . F een ay | 

But her Ladyſhip gives me no direct invitation to 
attend her before Marriage : Which I might have ex- | 


pected from what he had told me.” 
_ He then ſhewed me part of Miſs Montague's more 
ſprightly Letter, N him upon the honour 
he had obtained, of the confidence of ſo qdmiratle a 
| Lady.“ "Thoſe are her words. Confidence, my dear 
l Nobody, indeed, as you ſay, will believe otherwiſe, 
1 were they to be told the truth: And you ſee, a 


i Miſs Montague (and all his family, I ſuppoſe) thin 
[| the ſtep I have taken, an extraordinary one. 
© alſo wifhes for his ſpeedy nuptials ; and to ſee her 
< new Couſin at M. Hall: As do Lord M. ſhe tellz 
him, and her Siſter; and in general all the well 
< wiſhers of their family. by 
_. © Whenever his happy day ſhall be paſſed, ſhe pro- 
© poſes, ſhe ſays, to attend me, and to make one in 
my train togM. Hall, if his Lordſhip ſhall continue 
© as ill of the gout as he is at preſent. But that ſhould 
l © he get better, he will himſelf attend me, ſhe is ſure, | fu 
n and conduct me thither: And afterwards quit either th 
v of his three ſeats to us, till we ſhall be ſettled toour th 
6 mind.” | FG. | 
| - This young Lady ſays nothing in excuſe for not | vs 
meeting me on the road, or at St. Albans, as he had hi 
made me expect ſhe would: Yet mentions her having w 
been indiſpoſed. Mr. Lovelace had alſo told me, that # C 
Lord M. was ill of the gout ; which Miſs Montague's | 
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Letter confirms, 7 
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* OU may believe, my dear, that theſe Letters put On 
me in good humour with him, He ſaw it in mỹ | 
. countenance, 1 


% — 


—— 
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vn the ſtrength of her Letter. 


of the Fit an 


(4) The Reader will ſee how Miſs Howe accounts for this in p. 179. 
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edhatenance, and congratulated himſelf upon it. But 
5 1 wondered that I could not Fave-the contents of 
them communicated to me laſt night . 

He then urged me to go directly to Lady Betty's, 


But how, ſaid I, can I do that, were I even out of 
all hope of a Reconciliation with my friends (which 
yet, however unlikely to be effected, is my duty to at- 
tempt ) 7 her Ladyſhip has given me no particular in- 
vitation 1 | | 
That, he was ſure, was owing to her doubt that it 
would be accepted—Elſe ſhe had done it with the 
eſt pleaſure in the world. 
That doubt itſelf, I ſaid, was enough to deter me: 
Since her Ladyſhip, who knew ſo well the boundaries 
's the Unfit, by her not expecting I would 
accept of an invitation, had ſhe given it, would have 
reaſon to think me very forward, if I had accepted it; 
and much more forward to go without it. Then, faid 
I, I thank you, Sir, I have no cloaths fit to go any- 
where, or to be ſeen by any- bod. 1 
O, I was fit to appear in the drawing- room, were 


full dreſs and jewels to be excuſed, and ſnould make 


the moſt amiable (extraordinary he muſt mean) figure 
there. He was aſtoniſhed at the elegance of my dreſs, 
By what art he knew not, but I appeared to ſuch ad- 
vantage, as if I had a different ſuit every day. Beſides, 
his Couſins Montague would ſupply me with all I 
wanted for the preſent ; and he would write to Miſs 


Charlotte accordingly, if I would give him leave. 


Do you think me the Jay in the Fable? ſaid I. 
Would you have me viſit the owners of the borrowed 
dreſſes in their own cloaths ?—Surely, Mr. Lovelace, 
- "ag I have either a very low, or a very confident 
mind. | 
| Would I chuſe to go to London (for a few days 
only) in order to furniſh myſelf with cloaths ? 5 
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Not at your expence, Sir, ſaid I, in an angry tone, 

I could not have appeared in earneſt to him, in my | a 
diſpleaſure at his artful contrivances to get me away, | 2 
if f were not occaſionally to ſhew my real fretfulneß f. 

upon the deſtitute condition to which he has reduce! Þ f 
me. When people ſet out wrong together, it is very 2 
difficult to avoid recriminations. 3 Ku 
He wiſhed he knew but my mind—That ſhould | 1 
direct him in his propoſals, and it would be his delight | tl 
to obſerve it, whatever it were. = W 
MMy mind is, that you, Sir, ſhould leave me out of | a: 
hand. —How often muſt I tell you ſo!” _—_ tc 
If I were any-where but here, he would obey me, | ei 
he ſaid, if T inſiſted upon it. But if I would aſſert my | o 
Right, that would be infinitely preferable, in his opi- as 
nion, to any other meaſure but one; which he — 
only hint at: For then, admitting His viſits, or refuſe- 
ing them, as I pleaſed (granting a correſpondence by 
Letter only) it would appear to all the world, that fo 
what I had done, was but in order to do myſelf to 
juſtice. 5 . 
How often, Mr. Lovelace, muſt I repeat, that! co 
will not litigate with my Father? Do you think that | (it 
my unhappy circumſtances will alter my notions of my | be 
own duty, ſo far as I ſhall be enabled to perform it? | 80 
How can I obtain poſſeſſion without Litigation, and | . 
but by my Truſtees? One of them will be againſt Þ I 
me; the other is abroad. Then the remedy propoſed | W 
by this meaſure, were I diſpoſed to fall into it, will no 
require time to bring it to effect; and what I want, 8 Þ YO 
preſent independence, and your immediatè abſence. 
Upon his Soul, the wretch ſwore, he did not think | 8 
it ſafe, for the reaſons he had before given, to leave | Ef 
me here. He wiſhed I would think of ſome place; I Va 
to which I ſhould like to go. But he muſt take the 
liberty to ſay, that he hoped his behaviour had not. Jon 
been ſo exceptionable, as to make me ſo very earneſt 
for his abſence in the interim: And the leſs, ſurely, | a 


\ 


| ample. 5 4 


hope, Sir, that you wil 
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28 I was almoſt eternally ſhutting up myſelf from him; 


altho he preſumed to aſſure me, that he never went 
from me, but with a corrected heart, and wWẽith 
ſtrengthened reſolutions of improving by my ex- 


Faso nia ne "F -, ao 

Eternally ſhutting 27 up' from you ! repeated I 

not pretend to take it amiſe, 
that J expect to be uninvaded in my retirements. I 
hope you do not think me ſo weak a creature (novice 
as you have found: me in a very capital inſtance) as 
to be fond of occaſions to hear your fine ſpeeches, 
eſpecially as no d:ffering circumſtances require your 


= 


over- frequent viſits ; nor that I am to be addreſſed to 
2s if I thought hourly profeſſions needful to aſſure me 


of your honour. fr; > 

He ſeemed a little diſconcerted, _ © 

You know, Mr. Lovelace, proceeded I, why I am 
ſo earneſt for your abſence. It is, that I may appear 
to the world independent of you; and in hopes, by 
that means, to find it leſs difficult to ſet on foot a Re- 


conciliation with 'my friends. And now let me, add 


(in order to make you eaſter as to the terms of that 
hoped-for Reconciliation) that ſince I find I have the 
good fortune to ſtand ſo well with your Relations, I 


will, from time to time, acquaint you, by Letter, 


when you are abſent, with every ſtep I ſhall take, and 


with every overture that ſhall be made to me: But 
not with an intention to render myſelf accountable to 


you, neither, as to my acceptance or non-acceptance 
of thoſe overtures. They know, that I have a power 


| fre me by my Grandfather's Will, tp bequeath the 

ſtate he left me, with other of his bounties, in a 
Pay that may affect them, tho? not abſolutely from 
them: This conſideration, I hope, will procure me 


ne from them when their paſſion ſubſides, and they 
ow I am independent of you. „ 
Charming reaſoning — And let him tell me, that 
the aſſurance J had given him was all he 8 
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It was more than he could aſk. What a happinej | 


to have a woman of honour and generoſity to depend 
upon ! Had he, on his firſt entrance into the world, 
met with ſuch a one, he had never been other than a 
man of ſtrict virtue.—But all, he hoped, was for the 
beſt; ſince, in that caſe, he had never perhaps had the 
Happineſs he had now in view ; becauſe his Relations 
had been always urging him to marry ; and that be- 
fore he had the honour to know me. And now, a 


he had not been ſo bad as ſome peoples malice re. 


ported him to be, he hoped he ſhould have near x 
much- merit in his repentance, as if he had never 
erred. 
1 faid, T took it for granted, that he aſſented to the 
reaſoning he ſeemed to approve, and would leave me, 
And then I aſked him, What he really, and in hi 
moſt deliberate mind, would adviſe me to, in my 


preſent ſituation? He muſt needs ſee, I ſaid, thatl 
was at a great loſs what to reſolve upon ; intirely# 


ffranger to London, having no adviſer, no protectoꝶ 
at preſent ; Himſelf, he muſt give me leave to tel 
him, greatly deficient in practice, if not in the Anu: 
lege, of thoſe decorums, which, I had ſuppoſed, wet 
always to, be found in a man of birth, fortune, and 
education. | 

He imagines himſelf, I find, to be a very polite 
man, and cannot bear to be thought otherwiſe. He 
put up his lip I am ſorry for it, Madam. — A man 


of breeding, a man of politeneſs, give me leave to 


ſay (colouring) is much more of a black Swan wit 
you, than with any Lady I ever met with, __ 
Then that is your misfortune, Mr. Lovelace, # 
Well as mine, at preſent. Every woman of diſcem- 
ment, I am confident, knowing what I know of yal 
now, would ſay as I ſay [1 had a mind to mortiſy4 
pride, that I am ſure deſerves io be mortified | that 
your politeneſs is not regular, nor conſtant. It is 0. 
habit. It is too much ſeen by fits, and fang of 


. 
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alles, and thoſe not ſpontaneous. You. muſt be 
reminded into them. 

O Lord ! O Lord! Poor I'—was the light, yet 
the half-angry wretch's ſelf-pitying expreſſion ! _ 

| T proceeded. Upon my word, Sir, you are not 
the accompliſhed man, which your talents and oppor- 
tunities would have led one to expect you to be. You 
are indeed in your Noviciate | He had in a former 
converſation uſed that word] as to every laudable at- 
tainment. | | | 
r 
Miſs CLARILSSA HARLO WE. In Continuation. 


A® this ſubject was introduced by himſelf, and treated 

ſo lightly by him, I was going on to tell him 
more of my mind; but he interrupted me— Dear, 
dear Madam, ſpare me. I am ſorry that I have lived 


to this hour for nothing at all. But ſurely you could 
not have quitted a ſubje& ſo much more agreeable, 


and ſo much more ſuitable, J will ſay, to our prefent 
ſituation, if you had not too cruel a pleaſure in morti- 
fying a man, who the leſs needed to be mortified, as 
he before looked up to you with a diflidence in his own 
merits too great to permit him to ſpeak half his mind 
to you. Be pleaſed but to return to the ſubject we 
were upon; and at another time I will gladly embrace 
correction from the only lips in the world ſo qualified. 

to give it. = 


Lou talk of Reformation ſometimes, Mr. Love- 


hce; and in fo talking acknowlege Errors. But ] fee 
you can very ill bear the Reproof, for which perhaps 
ou are not ſolicitous to avoid giving occaſion. Far 
it from me to take delight in finding fault! I ſhould 


be glad for both our ſakes, ſince my ſituation is what 
tis, that I could do nothing but praiſe you. But fail- 


ures ad hich affect a mind, that need not be very deli- 
cate to be affected by them, are too grating to be 


Paſſed over in filence by a perſon who wiſhes to be 


thought in earneſt in her own duties. \ 
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I admire your delicacy, Madam, again interrupteſ 
be. Altho' I ſuffer by it, yet would I not have it 

otherwiſe : Indeed I would not, -when I conſider of 
it. It is an angelic delicacy, which ſets you above ill 

our Sex, and even above your own. It is natural t 
vou, Madam; ſo you may not think it extraordinary: 
But there is nothing like it on earth, ſaid the flatterer, 

— What company has he kept? ä 

But let us return to the former ſubjet— You were 
ſo good as to aſk me, what I would adviſe you to do: 
I want but to make you eaſy, I want but to ſee you 
fixed to your liking : Your faithful Hannah with you: 
Your Reconciliation: with thoſe to whom you will 
to be reconciled, ſet on foot, and in a train. And 
now let me mention to you different expedients; in 

hopes that ſome one of them may be acceptable to 

you. 5 5 . Es Ew 

© I will go to Mrs. Howe, or to Miſs Howe, or 

© to whomſoever you would have me to go, and en- 
* deavour to prevail upon them to receive you (a). 

Do you incline to go to Florence to your Coulin 
© Morden? I will furniſh you with the opportunity 
of going thither, either by Sea to Leghorn, or by 
© Land through France. Perhaps I may be able to 


« procure one of the Ladies of my family to attend 


you. Either Charlotte or Patty would rejoice in 
© ſuch an opportunity of ſeeing France and Italy, 
© As for myſelf, I will only be your eſcorte; in dif 
_ © guiſe; if you will have it fo, even in your Livery, 
that your punctilio may not receive offence by my 
© attendance.” 33 erg LD 
I told him, I would conſider of all he had ſaid: But 
that I hoped for a line or two from my Aunt Hervey, 


if not from my Siſter, to both of whom I had written; 
| 5 which, 


(2) The Reader, perhaps, need not be reminded, that he had taken 


care from the firſt (See Vol. I. p. 2c0.) to deprive her of any protection 
from Mrs. Howe. See in his next Letter, p. 173, 174. a repeated account 

of the ſame artifices, and his exultations upon his inventions to imp 

upon two ſuch watchful Ladies as Miſs Howe and Clariſſa. | 


| relation to my 
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which, if I were to be ſo favoured, might help to de- 
termine me. Mean time, if he would withdraw, I 
would 8 conſider of this propoſal of his, in 


ouſin Morden. And if it held its 
weight with me, ſo far as to write for your opinion 


upon it, he ſhould know my mind in an hour's time. 


le withdrew with great reſpect: And in an hour's 
time returned: And then I told him it was unneceſ- 
ary. to trouble you for your opinion about it. My 


Couſin Morden was ſoon expected. If he were not, 
I could not admit him to accompany me to him upon 


any condition. It was highly improbable that I ſhould 
obtain the favour of either of his Couſins company: 
And if that could be brought about, it would be the 


| fame thing in the world's eye, as if he went himſelf. - 


This led us into another converſation : Which ſhall 
be the ſubject of my next, | yo 


LETTER In 
Miſs CLARISSA HARLOWE. In Continuation. 
MX. Lovelace told me, that on the ſuppoſition that 

his propoſal in relation to my Couſin Morden 
might not be accepted, he had been ſtudying to find 
out, if poſſible, ſome other expedient that might be 
agreeable, and which might convince me, that he pre- 
terred my ſatisſaction to his own. = 

He then offered to go himſelf, and procure my 
Hannah to come and attend me. As I had declined 
the ſervice of either of the young Mrs. Sorlings, he 
was extremely. ſolicitous, he ſaid, that I ſhould have 
a ſervant, in whoſe integrity I might confide. N 

I told him, that you would be ſo kind, as to ſend to 
encage Hannah, if poſſibl eee. 


: — 


— 


If any thing, he ſaid, ſhould prevent Hannah from 
coming, ſuppoſe he himſelf waited upon Miſs Howe, 
to deſire her to lend me her ſervant till I was provided 


4 


I faid, 
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I ſaid, Your Mother's high diſpleaſure at the ſtep! ! 


had taken (as „he ſuppoſed, voluntarily) had depriygq 


me of any open aſſiſtance of that fort from you; 
He was amazed, ſo much as Mrs. Howe (herſelf 
uſed to admire me, and fo great an influence as Mig 
Howe was ſuppoſed and deſerved to have over her 
Mother, that Mrs. Howe ſhould take upon herſelf to 
be ſo much offended with me. He wiſhed, that the 
man, who took ſuch pains to keep up and inflame the 
paſſions of my Father and Uncles, were not 
bottom of this miſchief too. | 1 
I was afraid, I ſaid, that my Brother was; or elſe 
my Uncle Antony, I dared to ſay, would not have 
taken ſuch pains to ſet Mrs. Howe againſt me, 281 
underſtood he had done. | + Bt 
Since 1 had declined viſiting Lady Sarah and Lady 
Betty, he aſked me, If I would admit of a viſit from 
his Couſin Montague, and accept of a ſervant of hers 
for the preſent? © Hs 
That was not, I ſaid, an unacceptable propoſal: 
But I would firſt ſee, if my friends would ſend me 


my cloaths, that I might not make ſuch a giddy and 


run-away appearance to any of his Relations. 

If I pleafed, he would make another journey to 

Windſor, to make more particular inquiry among the 
Canons, or in any worthy family. | 


Were not his objections as to the publicneſs of the | 


place, I aſked him, as ſtrong now as before? 
I remember, my dear, in one of your former Letters, 
ou mentioned London, as the privateſt place to be 
in (a): And I ſaid, that ſince he made ſuch pretences 
againſt leaving me here, as ſhewed he had no inten- 
tion to do ſo; and ſince he engaged to go from me, 
and to leave me to purſue my own meaſures, if I were 


elſewhere; and fince his preſence made theſe lodgings I 


inconvenient to me; I ſhould not be difinclined to goto 
London, did I know any-body there. k 


(.] See Vol. II. p. 230, 


at the 


| Whoſe intereſt in, and mediation with, my 


| than be beholden to any-body improperly. 
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As he had ſeveral times propoſed London to me, I 
expeted, that he would eagerly have embraced that 


notion from me. But he took not ready hold of it: 


Jet I thought his eye approved of it. 
We are both great watchers of each other's eyes; 
and indeed ſeem to be more than half afraid of each other. 

He then made a grateful propoſal to me; © that I 
& would ſend for my Norton to attend me (5). . 
He ſaw by my eyes, he ſaid, that he had at laſt 


been happy in an expedient, which would anſwer botn 
our wiſhes. Why, ſays he, did not I think of it 


before? And ſnatching my hand, Shall I write, Ma- 

dam? Shall I ſend? Shall I go-and fetch the worthy 

woman myſelf ? 2x” 8 
After a little conſideration, I told him, that this was 


deed a grateful motion: But that I apprehended, it 


would put her to a difficulty, which ſhe would not be 
able to get over; as it would make a woman of her 
known prudence appear to countenance a fugitive 
Daughter, in oppoſition to her Parents ; and as her 
coming to me would deprive her of my Mother's favour, 
without its being in my power to make it up to her. 


O my beloved creature! ſaid he, generouſly enough, 


let not this be an obſtacle. I will do every-thing for 
"2 Norton you wiſh to have done—Let me go for 

er. | 

More coolly than perhaps his generoſity deſerved, I 
told him, It was impoſſible but I muſt-ſoon hear from 
my friends. I ſhould not, mean time, embroil any- 
body with them. Not Mrs. Norton ports from 
other, I 
might expect ſome good, were ſhe to keep herſelf in 
a neutral ſtate : That, beſides, the good woman had 
a mind above her fortune; and would ſooner want, 


In- 


| (5) The Reader is referred to Mr. Lovelace*s next Letter, for his mo- 
tives in making the ſeveral propoſals which the Lady is willing to think 


| well of, 


from my friends. 


you here, at ſuch a diſtance from the place 1 ſhall l 


168 The HISTORT of 


Inpriperh faid he —Have not perſons of _merity | '1z 
right to all the benefits conferred upon them MA 1 
Fs. A. 


Norton is ſo good a woman, that I ſhall think fle f 


me under an obligation, if ſhe will put it in my 10 85 0 
to ſerve her; altho ſhe were pot to augment . by | 
efving me the opportunity at the ſame time, of cons | wi 
tributing to your pleaſure and ſatisfactioon. | 

How could this man, with ſuch powers of rg * 
thinking, be ſo far depraved by evil habits, as to 4 hw 


grace his talents by wrong acting? 
Is there not room, after all, thought I, at the time, 
to hope (as he ſo lately led me to hope) that the ex- 
ample it will behove me, for both our ſakes, to eg: 
deavour to ſet him, may influence him to a change g 
manners, in which both may find their account? 
Qive me leave, Sir, ſaid . to tell you, there i 2 
ſtrange mixture in your mind. Vou muſt have taken 
pains to ſuppreſs many good motions. and reflection 
as they aroſe, or levity muſt have been ſurpriſingly 
predominant in it.— But as to the ſubject we wele 
upon, there is no taking any reſolutions. till I. het 


» 
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Well, Madam, I can only ſay, I would find out 
ſome expedient, if I could, that ſhould be agreeablets 
you. But ſince I cannot, will you be ſo good asite 
tell me, what you would 20% to have done? Nothing |: 
in the world but I will comply with, excepting leaving 


LEE 


in, if any- thing ſhould happen; and in a place when 


my goſſiping raſcals have made me in a manner public, | not 


for want of proper cautions at firſt. 4 JH 


. : 
” 5 * 


Theſe vermin, added he, have a pride they en thin! 
hardly rein- in, when they ſerve a man of family; thou 


They boaſt of their maſter's pedigree and deſcent, & ful 


if they were related to him. Nor js any- thing the) þ 

know of him, or of his affairs, a ſecret to one al- Th 

other, were it a matter that would hang him. y 
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2 thought I, men of family ſhould take care to 
2 ſubjects worth boaſting of. 
; uite at a loſs, ſaid I, what to do, or whither 
my Would you, Mr. Lovelace, i in earneſt, adviſe 
de to think of to London? 
| Ted look at him with fiedfaſineſs. But ne- 
thing could I gather from his looks. 
At firſt, Madam, ſaid he, ö Sond 
don, as I was then more be ane es of — 3 But 
as your relations ſeem cooler on that head, I am the 
more indifferent about the place w_ go to. So as en 
ue pleaſed, ſo as you are eaſy, I ſhall be happy. 
This indifference of his to London, I cannot unt 
made me incline the more to go thither. I aſked 
him (to hear what he would fa y) if he could recom- 
mend me to any particular oli i in London ? | 
No, he faid : None that was fit for me, or that I 
ſhould like. His friend Belford indeed, had very 
kandfome lodgings near Soho-Square, at a relation's, 
whoſe wife was a woman of virtue and | honour. 

Theſe, as Mr. Belford was generally in the country, 
he could borrow till I were better accommodated. 

I vas reſolved: to refuſe theſe at the firſt mention, as 
y other he had named. Nevertheleſs, I will 
ſee, thou 9% I, if he has really thoughts of theſe for 
me. If T break off the talk here, and he reſume this 
{propoſal . with earneſtneſs in the morning, I ſhall ap- 
b that he is leſs indifferent than he ſeems to 
about my. going to London; and that he has al- 
really a lodging in his eye for me. And then 1 will 

ic; | not g0 at all. 

&àut after ſuch generous motions from him, I reall 
Mi tink it a little barbarous to act and behave as if I 
Ip; | thought him capable of the blackeſt and moſt ingrate- 
ful baſeneſs. But his character, his principles, are 
& | 10 faulty Ile ſo light, ſo vain, fo various, that 
ans there i is no certainty that he will be next hour what he 
"2 WEI Then, my dear, I have no Guardian now; 


F . M 
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no F ather, no Mother! Only God and my Viettine 3 
to depend upon. And I have no reaſon deere 0 
miracle in my favour. TEM 
Well, Sir, ſaid I (riſing to leave him) 0 
| muſt be reſolved upon: But will poſtpone e 

till ene morning. 52 
e would fain have engaged mel erz butt f Mi 
I would fee him as early as he gs the th, 41 
He might think of any convenient place i in London e 10 
near it, mean time. A | in 
And (6 Iretired from 8 | As Id from: my pen; * 
hoping for better reſt for the few: hours that 'remiin | 4 


of this en nen have bad of a long time. 
1. C. Auen y 
t 


| | Ds jo E T T E R XXXII. s well ff Iv 
| _ CLARISSA HARTOW E. In Contimuatiin, 5 


Monday  Mornin dui 1 

ATE. Ag al; went to bed, I . had — ittle tell. 8 

d leep and I have quarrelled; and alcho'1 I courtlit, I fn 

It will not be friends. I hope its Fellow-irrecondile f. 

| - ables. at Harlowe-Place, enjoy its balmy comforts | "+ 
| | Elſe, that will be an aggravation of my fault. M) 4; 


Brother and Siſter, I dare ſay, want it . 1:46 a | By 
1 Mr. Lovelace, who is an early riſer, as wellgsl, bag 
j joined me in the garden about Six; and, [after:thc 


uſual ſalutations, aſked me to reſume our laſbnights 
ſubject. It was upon lodgings at London, 'hefaid.* | ir 
1 * you mentioned one to me, Sir; i 48 
not? the 
Yes, Madam, but (watching the turn of my cou 3105 

| tenance) rather as what you would be welcome toy! We 0 
perhaps approve of. | "Ih 7 
Il believe ſo too. To go v0 town upon in un ny. 
 tainty, I own, is not agreeable: But to be obliged] beg 
any perſons of your acquaintance, when I want to "1 1 


3 W of you; and to a e 1 
cia 
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-vidlty,/ts whom my friends are to direct to me, if they 


Wonchſafe to take notice of me at all; is an abſurd 
ching to mention. N 1 WII 


* did not mention N25 wh he intdvinbd T would 


ept; but only to conſtrm to me what he had faid, 
t he himſelf knew of none fit for me. 

4 Has not your family; Madam, ſome one tradeſman 

deal with, who has conveniencies of this kind? 

i oui make it worth ſuch a perſon's While, to keep 

the ſecret of your being at his houſe. Traders are 


baer in pins, faid he; and will be more obliged by 
apeny cuſtomer than a pound preſent, betnuſe it is in 


their way: Vet will refuſe neither,  _ 
My Father's tradeſmen, I ſaid, 5000 no Goübt be 
the firſt employed to find me out: * * propoſal 
was as wrong as the other. 

We had a good deal of gcburſß⸗ upon the ſame 
wie. But, at laſt, the reſult was this He wrote a 


Wetter to one Mr. Doleman, a married man of for- 


une and character (I excepting to Mr. Belford) de- 


firing him to provide decent apartments ready furn ed 


N Hau told him what they ſhould be) for y Hat ae woman; 
"confiſting of a bedchamber; another for a maid- ſer- 
ant, with the uſe of a dining- room or parlour. This 

Letter he gave me to peruſe; and then ſealed it up, 


und diſpatehed it away in my preſence, by on of his 
own lervants, who having buſineſs in town, is to bring 


'hatk'an Anſwer: © LIST 
attend the iſſue of it; holding” myſel in readlneſ 


d ſet out for London, unleſs you, 110 wa; adviſe 


the contra 
gu ven A” * | 121 My 


—_ 1 K 7. 2 K XXIII. deer 


V. ' By 14 8 12 * 


wu: MroLoweLaces.T a Jous, Brxronn, i 
V bextlde 99/0? Wa dtn at Sunday, Monday. 


gives, deere Letters, the "Fubflance 0 
ts weht iv centainod Pe 2 the-Lat "of 
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e tells his riend, that calling at the 1 bir 
= Feed 75 all ( for h be vine Ha ho went 
| Minder. ) he Found the Letters fram Lady ; 
7 Lauurunce, and his Coufin 2 A 
gl yg . Was about wk to him Bo Heri 0 A 
engen. laid ©; ; A Ne 
4 gives the Harti. art rom Mrs. Grem#; 2 r 
9 bet paſſed between the [ 25 5 ber, Off 
47. 48. and makes ſuch rations 10 
_ reme of his honour and affe#tion fot the Lats, 
- _ ae her upon auriting the Letter ta. her... 
[| e. the, ee which are aA 
4 hes f 1 accounts, as lb, Vor i the Jerio us + hang 
1 Nr Found her in, on his return. 
pon ſuch good terms when we parted, I 0 10 
| pri to find fo. folemn a brow upon my return, 1 
r charming: Te res. red with, weeping. But when L hal Þ |: 
nere had received Letters from Miſs Howe, | ++; 
it was eaſy nee ene that that little devil had put het n 
| out of humour wWi +03 U hs 
| AIbhis gives me 15 — cuctglity to find out. thefu 11 
bi ject of their Letters. But that muſt not be attemptel :+:. 
| yet. A detected inyaſion in an article ſo ſacred, would | 1. 
ruin me beyond retrieve... Nevertheleſs.it vexes meu 
the heart to think, that ſhe is hourly. vriging herb 
= - | mind on all that paſſes between ber and me, I unde 
| the ſame roof with her, yet kept at ſuch awſul d- 
ſtance, that I dare not break into a correſpofil ch 
| aer, may perhaps be a means to defeat all my devich 
WWouldi it be very wicked, Jack, to knock Her f 
ſinger 0f'the-head,;as he is earrying my Beloved's 
| tteers, or returning with Miſs Howe s? To attem 
bribe him, and not ſucceed, would utterly ro 
And che man ſeems to: be one uſed? to p N 
who can fit down ſatisfied with it, and enjoy it; col} 
tented with hand- to- mouth. conveniencies, and 


aiming to! live better 'to-motrow, than e 


f 
þ 
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"than be did) yelterday. Such a one isaboy e  fempta- 
ions unleſs it Could come cloathed it the e guiſe of 
505 and rr. What l of {corrupting 8 man 
11 Jonas no hope, no ambition? 
Wer che raſcal bas but 5% / life, and ę vans 1 nder 
wr Should I be anſwerable in bis e for a whole 
11. —But. bang the 3 Let him tive: Were I 
bt ak, ing,” 0 or a  Minifter 0 State, a u Abt Perez (a), 
| it were another ching. And) et, on ſecond thoughts, 
| Ti not a Rake, as it is called? And who ever knew | 
Rake ſtick at any-thing? But thou knoweſt, Jack, 1 
dat the greateſt half of my wickedneſs is vapour, to 1 
ll | ſhew my invention; and to yore that 1 WR be miſ- F 1 
M cklevous if Twould. e | 


ur- FIR kollects the Lady's e _ Wir hath bis Wo de 
and B Git «cannot bear — Such as, 41 nat he is a ſtranger to- | 
bad Y the decorums which ſhe thought inſeparable from 
Wo fÞ a man of birth and education; and that he is not 
het Þ the accompliſhed man he imagines himſelf to be; 
ud threatens to remember them againſt Ber. 
f values bimſeif up pon his propofats and ethes, 
ted fe Be gives to 555 friend pr etty much to'th! ſami 
purpoſe that the by” does rien ar laſ Letters. + 

4 Her mentioning his pro . vo to} — ſhe would" 
We borrow a ſervant from Miſs . 110 N 
bg come, 2 nk i as follows 


5 ſeeſt, Belford, that my Charmer has no no- 
ton, that Miſs Howe herſelf is but a puppet danced 
upon, my wires at ſecond or third "26-0 oy o outwit, 
Ad impel, as I pleaſe, two ſuch girls as theſe, who 
thnk th they know every- ching; and, by taking ad- 
age of the pride and ill- nature of the old ones of 
m lies, to play aban, off * at the very 
„„ nts i 13 TALE an time 
e ieee Peres dT Gemini of Pi. king of Spain, by 


No brought © he cauſed Don Juan de Efcoveds to be afſaflinated : 


rought on his own ruin, thro? the — of his viler maſter. 
tracts. 
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,againſt her to that Lady Pretty dear! how innocent 


made me again mention Windſor. If you would have 


time, they think they are doing me ſpiteful diſpleaſure. 
what charming revenge — Ihen the ſweet, Creaturg,, 
when I wiſhed, that her. Braiher was not at the bottom 
of Mrs. Howe's reſentment, to tell me, That ſhe wn, 


afraid he was, or her Uncle would not AY 


NV 
kf 
malice and reſentment. It is all in their hearts; 1; 


2 - — 


work but with their materials. They, if left to their 


* & * 


But don t think me the cui neither of her family 


own. wicked direction, would perhaps expreſs their 


reyenge by fire and fagot; that is to ſay, by the pri 
vate dagger, or by Lord Chief Juſtices warrants, hy 
Law, and fo forth: J only, point the Lightning, and 
teach it where to dart, without the Thunder. In othet, 
words, I only guide the Effects: The Cauſe is in their 
malignant hearts: And, while I am doing a little mi- 
chief, I prevent a great dell. nl 

e 81 , c 

. Thus be exults on her mentioning London. 
I wanted her to propoſe London herſelf. - This 


f 


a, woman do one thing, you muſt always: propoſe au. 


other, The Sex the very Sex as I hope to be ſaved]. 


been too hard for them at their own weapons. 


turned to her, all as indif/erenced-over as a girl at f 
firſt long expected queſtion, who waits for two mot 
Lheard out the reſt of her ſpeech : And when: ſhe ha 
done, inſtead of faying any-thing to her of Londgn, 
I aflyifed; her te ſend far her Mrs. Norton. x 

As I nero ſhe would be afraid of lying under obli 
gation, J could have propoſed to do ſo much for the 
good woman and her ſon,” as would have made het 

| bra NE Se One | _, reſo 


SA SSS CER ER CRY 


- 
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refolye, that I ſhould: do nothing. This, however, 
not merely to avoid expence: But there was no ſuch 
thing as allowing of the preſence of Mrs. Norton. I. 
mignt as well have had her Mother or her Aunt Her- 
vey with her. Hannah, had the been able to come, and 


had ſhe actually come, I could have done well enough, 


with.” What do I keep fellows idling in the country 


fir, but to fall in love, and even to marry thoſe whom 
F'would have them to marry? Nor, upon ſecond 


thoughts, . would: the preſence of her Norton, or of 


jer Aunt, or even of her Mother, have ſaved the dear 
Greatire, had I decreed her fall. 


> " 


"How unequal is a modeſt woman to the adventure, 
wien ſhe throws herſelf into the power of a Rake 
cit 


Punctilio will, at any time, ſtand for reaſons with fue 


a 006... She cannot break thro' a well-teſted modeſty. 
None but the impudent little rogues, who can name 


the Parſon and the Church berore you aſk them for. 
either, and undreſs and go to bed before you the next. 


> 
* 


hour, ſhould think of running away with a man. 
MEND nh er ee 

1 lil in che right train now. . Every hour; Tout 
0 will ive me an increaſfirigintefeſt in the fs 
ons of this proud Beauty. I have Juſt carried Un-- 


— T1 © 4 #*+W OE 


fallientfe far enough to rake ber afraid of me; and to 


ſhew her, that I am no whiner. Every inſtance of 
Politeneſs, row, will give me double credit with her. 
My next point will be to make herackhowlege a l. 
bent flame, a preference of me to all other men, at 
115 And then my happy hour is not far off. An ac- 
wolges Love ſanctipes every freedom: And one 
freedom begets another. And if ſhe call me unge- 
neraus, Lcan call her crue}, The Sex love to be called 

nel. Many a time have I complained of a 


4 


ven in the act of yielding, becauſe I knew it grati 


1 i 
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lodgings; F430 * N 2 


fold ber, that 5 15 f none wats = 


45 her ie Jays, 1 it 67 .7vroH 


T bad 4 nid to alarm: * _ 
Rom m purpoſe; for (as much as ſhe diſliked my 
tie Co ma nothing by it: Mrs. Of ood is t 
5880 4 woman; ; and would hayx been 1 more ber fig 


4 * 12 mY "37 1. 1 Tos "LF 1 EY FD - 5 


than mine. 1. 1 
T had a view, moreover, to give her er an hight oh | 
of herown own ſagacity. I love, when J dig a pit, to 
rey tumble in with ſecure feet, and open 
Then a ma can look down upon her, "al th an 
"how Pos = win et (os 7 


P » T Ei” 74 27 » 8 a fy > 7 * 3 1 2. 8 5 74 85 EY 


ee 7 7 1455 47-1116 Bling; Auer OR 


1 nav E jut now rebelvel affen piece of intelligence 


from my agent honeſt Joſeph Leman. Thou kndw 
the hiſtory of poor Miſs Betterton of Nottinghs 
ames Harlowe is plotting to revive the tg 
er family again me. The Hatlowes took great 
Tome time ago, to endeavour to get to the bottom if 
that ſtory. But now the fooliſh devils are reſolyedth 
do ſomething i in it, if they can. My head is working 
to make this booby Squire a plotter, and a Clever! tl 
Tow, in order to turn his plots to my advantage, f 


1 in Bun, 72 nd to ſend: me = Ber. But I 0 | 7 
n proper time, let thee ſee Jolep Le * 
1 fall — to 112 To know, in t 


55 Toleph is plagu 1 nean s ain z — That 
only intend 0 1 ep 
aF Beftord, "Bats rd! what: a vile corro 4-67 


whather in ppb of F is hujiian | ature! h 
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62 See Letters xlv. «vi. of thi wehe. 


Mentioning that he had only hinted at Mr. Be ſos 


125 Ne 


LANES I? id $8399 vs hos A n r. L _ : 
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| 57 5 Hows, To Mi ſs Crane Hanz. 


n erg 10 Letters xrri. 40 — 


__ — 1 1 ' April 18, 
0 it, 3 FOI mily, ... Another 
e from your Uncle Antony has not only con- 
n Mother an enemy to qur correſpondegce, 
ut has almoſt put her upon treading in their ſteps; 1., 
6237 other 13 . 
ou plead generouſly for Mr: H ln Perh 
with th regard to him, I may have done, a8 bave. oftep 
done in of ng ras, a note or key too high; and 
yet, rather chan begin again, proceed, tho' I ſtrain my 
voice, or ſpoil my tune. But this is evident, the man 
is.the more obſervant for it; and you have taught ma, 
t the ſpirit which is the humbler for ill: uſage, will 
..infolent. upon better. So, good and ü Mr. 
Eman, keep your diſtance a little longer, f Tho 
J0u..... You have erected. an altar to me; and 
you will not refuſe to bow to it. 
Hut you aſk me, If I would treat Mr. Land 
were. he to be in Mr. Hickman's place, 1% Me 
man: Why really, my dear, ol NE 
L have Reg very ſagely confidering tl point.of 
wiour (in general) on both ſides in courtſhip;, an 
I will very candidly tell you the. reſult. I have I 
Cuded, that politeneſs, even to-exceſs, is neceſſary on 
the. mens part, to bring us to liſten to their firſſ ad- 


* drefles, in order to induce us to bow our necks. to a 


yoke. ſo unequal., But, upon my conſcience, I very 


nnch doubt whether a little intermingled inſalence. js 


ſrom them, to S Hg up that intereſt, — 84 


L it has got footing. not let us ſee 
Len make 3 of them. n. And, Fob that js 
that is to ſay, a 22 Without rubs; in —_ 
5 228 "words, 


aj chi tie, 
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178 The HISTORY of ic 
words, a paſſion without paſſion; is like a Mlecpy: 
ſtream that is; hardly ſeem; to give motion to a ſtraws 
So that, ſometimes to make us fear, and even, for a 
ſhart ſace,, to hate the wretch, is produẽtive of-the 
coutrary.extreme, _ _ 3 2103) 
If this be ſo, Lovelace, has whom no man was 
705 more polite and obſequious at the beginning, ba 
1 very paint, For his turbulenee ince, his reg 
dineſs to offend, and his equal readineſs. to humble 
himſelf (as he is known to be a man of ſenſe, and of 
courage too) mult keep a woman's paſſion alive; and 
10 laſt, tire her into a non- reſiſtance that ſhall 
as paſſi ve as a tyrant - huſband would wiſhher to be. 
1; verily; think, that the different behaviour of our 
two heroes to their heroines, makes out this, doctrine 
to demonſtration. I am ſo much accuſtomed, for my 
own part, to Hickman's whining, creeping, ſubmiſ- 
ſive. courtſhip, that I now expect nothing but whine 
and cringe from him; and am ſo little moved with his 
nonfenſe, that Lam frequently forced to go to my harp- 
ſichord, to keep me awake, and to ſilence his hum- 
drum. Whereas Lovelace keeps up the Ball with a 
witnefs, and all his addreſs and. converſation 1 18 2 
continual game at Racket. och 
Your frequent Quarrels and Recanciliations vl 
Ys obſervation: And I really believe, that, could 
H man have kept my attention alive after the ! 
12 manner, only that he had preſerved his morals | 
ould have married the man by this time. But then 
de muſt have /zt out accordingly. For now, he ein 
never, never recover himſelf, that's certain; but muſt 


| be a 1298 to the end of the Courtſhip- chapter; and 


hat is fill whoa For plea: a paſſive OE of. bis 


f The. Terk 5 1 
Tha Flick kmanf 5 75 ps bene 318 840 _ 
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not notice to you over-night of the Letters of Lady 
Betty, and his Couſin, I don't like his keeping ſucha 
material-and relative circumſtance, as I may call it, one 
moment from you. By his communicating the con- 
tents of them to you next day, when you was angry 
with him, it looks as if he with- held them for occa- 
fatal pacifiers; and if ſo, muſt he not have had a 

ght that he might give you cauſe for anger? 
fall the circumſtances that have happened ſince you 
have been with him, I think I like this the leaſt. This 
alone, my dear, ſmall as it might look to an indif- 
eye, in mins warrants all your cautions. - Yet I 
think, that Mrs. Greme's Letter to her Siſter Sorlings; 3 
bis repeated motions for Hannah's attendance; and for 
that of one of the widow Sorlings's daughters; and, 
above all, for that of Mrs. Norton; are agreeable 
counterbalances. Were it not for theſe circumſtances, 
Iſhould have ſaid a great deal more of the other. Vet 
what a foolifh fellow, to let you know over-night that 
he bd ſuch Letters !—l « can t tell what to make of 
5 7 
* plead with the contents of theſe Ladies Let: 
Hers. And the more, as I have cauſed the family to 
he again ſounded,. and find, that they are all as s de- 

- cou: as ever of your alliance. 
think there can be no objection to your going to 
London. | There, as in the centre, you will be in the 
not hearing from every- body, and ſending to any- 
dody. And then you will put all his ſincerity to the 
"teſt as to his promiſed abſence, and fuch-like, _. 
11 Bot really, my dear, I think you have nothing for 
it but Marriage, You mAY try (t 10 hat you may ſay you. 

bade tried) what your Rela tions can be brought to: 
But the moment they refuſe your propoſals,. ſubmit to 

' | _ the yoke, and make the beſt of it. He will be a ſavage 

| indeed, if he makes you ſpeak out. Vet, it is my opi- il 

. non, that you muſt bend 4 tes ade wp cannot bear i 

3 wats thghtly of. 5 | | | 
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delayed, the worſe appearance it will have in the 


10 De HAs Ton f 
This was one of his ſpeeches oneel; E believe den 
ſigned for, meπ A weman who means one day td fam 
< vroura man, ſhould ſhew the world, fon herhu¹ν 
2 Eke, chat ſhe diſtingu iſhes hey adoxer from the damm 
Ae brig eat} i9hitoos 1170 10 Zaich 3d; 

11 Swe ider ine. ſentence of his, andlim 
true Libęrtins ſtile, as he ſpoke it, throwing out᷑ uh 
challenging hand D n him, if he would matt 
i the · firſt prince ſs on earth, if he but thought ſhie ba 
* Janced- à minute in her choice of Him, ori of any 
« Emperor, © rec a to vaidt-yiuu Won 
All the world, in ſhort, expect you to have:tlis 
man,. They think, that you left your Father & höufeb 
for this very purpoſe. The longer the Ceremony 


world's eye. And it will not be the fault of ſome uf 
your Relations, if a ſlur be not thrown upon your He- 
putation, while you continue unmarried Vour Unie 
Antony in particular, ſpeaks. rough and vile things, 2 
grounded upon the morals of his Brother-Or ſon. But | 1: 
hitherto your admirable character has antidoted the | ' 5 


Fr SFS IIA Ar 


poiſon; the detractor is deſpiſed; and every bne's in- 
| $5 


dignation raiſed againſt a 

1 have written thro” many interruptions: And yon | 
will ſee the firſt ſheet creaſed and rumpled, occaſioned ben 
by putting it into m boſom, on my Mother b ſudden] * 
coming upon me. e have had one very pretty de-. N 
bate, L. will aſſure you; but it is not worth while'® Fh 
trouble you with the partieulars But upon my won pies 
— Ne matter tho - ĩ ĩð?—v boch n 

Your Hannah cannot attend you. The poor-guli!| kth: 
left her place about a fortnight ago, on account af # 


rheumatie diſprder, which has confined her to heft 1 


room ever fince. She burſt into tears, when Kinyl eme 
carried to her. your deſire of having her, and:calledilſſiay 
herſelf doubiy amhappy, that ſhe could not wait upom ce 

a miſtreſs whom ſhe ſo dearly loves 3 5519 quence 
Had my Mother anſwered mies, T Dou fol 


42.3% 


i Clatiffz Hirtowe, 181 
bern ſorry Mr. Lovelace had been the i pröpoſer of 
Kitty for your attendant, till Hantrlatr could cbm. 
Ie be altogeiher among ſtrangerep undis Hranger to 
xtend you every time you remoyse; isn very diſagree- 
able thing. But your conſiderateneſs and bounty Will 
me yo faithful ories where · ed er y.; | ils 
uu) muſt» take your own'way'!! But if 'you ſuffer” 
a7 convenience, either as to -cloaths''or\ money, 
wait it is in my power to remedy, I will never forgive 
you. My Mother (if that be your objection) need 
not know any- thing of the matter. de 
our next, I ſuppoſe, will be from London. Pray 
bbc it; and your future Letters, till further inotite;"' 
„ern Hickman) at his own houſe. He is intirelß 
& | devoted to yu. Don't take ſo heavily my Mother's 

„ pirtiality and prejudices. I hope I am paſt a Baby. 
Heaven preſerve you, and make you as happy as 1 
0 dun yu deſerve to beg pra 7 
, end 23; bers Dur ever-fectionate At, Kto, 
$8 eee eee ee 01 9 ee Howe; 14 
„„ t mig 24oYv. 631514: 
cron] EPT. TR i XREXY, . tio9 
CLarissa HarLows, To Miſs Hows. | 


Don 
eee et Mau. Morn. April 19. 
i] IAM glad, my dear friend, that you approve of my 
l emoval to London 
he diſagreement between your Mother and you 
zien me inexpreſſible affliction. I hope Tthink you”: 
o doth more unhappy than you are. But J beſeech you 
kale know the particulars of the debate you call e 
1 8 ttty one. I am well acquainted with your dia- 
Bj: When you inform me of the whole, let your 
ph Mather have been ever ſo ſevere upon me; I ſhalb be ea- 
ers great deal.— Faulty people ſhould rather depiore 
wilſtergera —— bub ths cons? 
* 

4 


r . 


4 
; EY 


paſion; than reſent e col 
uence of their fault. VIS ai ad n 2131 15 1 
Lum ta be obliged to any- body in England for 


PING money 
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money, it ſhall be to y¹. Vour Mother need nat 
know af your kindhe ſi to me, you e 
know it, if it be done, and if ſhe challenge my 
loued friend upon it; for would vou either lde 
prevaricate ? I wiſh your Mother could be made eaſy, 
on this bead, Forgive me, my dear. - But I KH 
-—Yet once ſhe had a better opinion of — 
inconſiderate raſhneſs — Excuſe me , Pas 
pray you. Pride,” when it is native, will ſhew, itlel 
ſometimes in the midſt of e ene But h 
ſtomach 1 arcade. e 156093279, ee 
er Sr) "Ni: * . 8 8 7 N. 15 cook ö 
IAM unbappy! that Leannot have my worthy Hai 
— I am as ſarry for the poor creature's- illneſs vc 
for: my own: diſappointment by it. Come, my deat 
Miss Howe, ſince you preſs me to be beholden af 
you; and weuld think me proud if Labſolutely re- 
used your favour; pray be ſo good as en her tug 
Hines in'MPagms'y m ages 1 99d v8 
If J have nathing for it, as you ſay, but Matri 
mony, it yields a little comfort, that his Relations do 2 
not deſpiſe the Fugitive, as Ah, their rank and 
quality- pride Might be 8 r 00, for having hen 
A Fugitive. -* ns 
But O my Gel thrice nes Uncle! to dpa 
But my heart checke my pen, and will not let it pe 
ceed, on an intimation fo extremely ſhocking as tt 
which: he ſuppoſes . Vet, if thus they have been 
| perſuaded, no wonder if they are irreconcileable(., 
0 This is all my hard -hearted Brother's doings H 
uniing God forgive him —Prays! his 1e SI 


ner $2 7 { . ASS + 55 of {Os £4. 4h 
"roy g | E T . E =— XXXVI wg 
ie cen Hanzow, Ter A. Hows: 
TOUT 0 12617 15 MOED 92 e IG Thurjday, 2 
R. We pant en returned _ 
Anſwer from his friend Mr. Doleman; why 


alen e in his inquiries, and 1s very pick 
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n Lovelace brbught me the Letter as ſoon as he had 
facit; and as he now knows that T acquaint you 
with everything that offers; I deſtred him to let me 
ſend it to you for your peruſal, Be pleaſed to return 
by the firſt opportunſty Vou will ſee * that 
dahin in town have notion: that we are 7 — 
e 


Das. 5207 7 th 38 1 „ off 28 5% 
ome 7 Loyanget EV,, 
Dear Fant f ' Tueſday Night, April T 8. 
FI M Tote rejoiced to hear, that we ſhall ſo 
ſoon have you in town,” after fo long an abſence.. 
Yow will be the more welcome ſtill; if what report 
ld, be true; which is, that you are acrually married. 
tothe fair Lady upon whom we have heard you make 
lach enedmiums. Mrs. Doleman, and . 
both — ery you joy if you . . Joy be om PR AE 
you are not. | 
69 —— have book in town for this work paſt, to get help; 
FL eguld, from my paralytie complaints, and am in 
2 courſe for them. Which, nevertheleſs, did not 
prevent me from i the delired' inquiries: ' This 
p the teſult. a 
Vou may have a firſt Kor; well-furniſhed- at a 
Merger's in Bedford; ſtreet, Covent: garden, with 
vonveniencies for ſervants: And theſe either by the 
quter or month. The e to the con- 
iencies required. | e US. 
ts: Doleman has * Lodyingein — Areet, 
A ochers in Cecil-ſtreet; but tho? the proſpects to 
Thames and Surry- hills look inviting from both 
eſe 1. Fer. 1 Arbe oy” ay too near the 


nfo 


® 


he. une ow thoſs in Norfolle-reet woufs. Have 
half the houſe ge together. It would be too much 
far; your deſeription thereſore: And I ſuppoſes that 
ben you think fit to declare 2 marriages you 
Fildayly be in lodgngye + 


* 
7 
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© < 


The HIS Tory FRY 


- Thoſe in Cecil ſtreet are neat and convenient. w 
owner is a widew of good character; hut the in; 
that” you take them for a twelvemonth certain, 

Von may have good accommodations in Doi = 
4258 at a widow's, the relict of an officer in, 

who dy tying ſow after he had purchaſed; 
Wunden (to which he had a good title by Teryice, 
and which 8085 him moſt part c of what he  had)H 
was obliged to let Lodgings. "ow 

This may poſſibly de an objection. But ſhe is ey 
careful, ſhe Jays, | that. ſhe takes no Lodgers, b but 

ure and reputation. © She rents' two good. houfc 
diſtant from each other, only joined by a large hand- 
fome paſſage. © The inner Nef i is the genteeleſk, and 
is ery elegantly furniſhed ; but you may have the ul 
of 9 andſome parlour i in the outer-bouſe, if f you 
chuſe to Took into the ſtreet. 

_ Alittle 1 belongs to the inner- houſe, in which 
the old gentle woman bas diſplayed a true female fag 
having crammed it wiff I vale, f ower- Pots, and Kigures, 

without number. 

As theſe Lodgings ſeemed to me the moſt nch h 
pleaſe you, I was more particular in my inquiries about 
them. The apartments ſhe has to kt atcin the i inner, 
houſe: They are a dining- room, two neat parſours 
a withdrawing- room, two or three handſome 
chambers; z. one with a pretty light cloſet in it, w 
looks into the little garden; all furniſhed in taſte. 

A dignified Clergyman, his wi 7, and | mail 
daughter, were the laſt who lived in them. They 
have bur lately quitted them, on his bei preſenta ited 
to a conſiderable Church-preferiment i in in Trans 
gentlewoman ſays, that he took the Lodgings ts 

three months certain; but liked them and her 25 1 
well, that he continued i m them 20 ears; 5. 


them with regret, tho? on fo good an accout! 8 x 


dragged, "that this was the way of al | the Logge rs Ih 
ever who ftaid with her 1 Times as 1515 as 
4 f intended. 
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wiour to two. _ agreeab e maid nr See 


ince. SS WE Tel-- 


our . Sbe :liv 
. 650 in ale 


Ve ey _ is, as 


l theſe, y, | Joings. I have f men- 
ed, he not altogether, to your Lady's mind, ſhe 
A 72 e e ih hh the leſs whit, and ch. others. 
"perfelf.. : 
| "widow conſents that you ſhould take the em 
for a month only, and what. of them you pleaſe. The 
7700 ſhe ſays, ſhe will not fall out upon, when ſhe 
ows. what * Lady expects, and what her ſervants, 
todo, or yours. will undertake; for ſhe obſeryed,. 
81 K fervants are generally worſe to deal with,” thay 
teir.maſters:or miſtreſſes. = 
.. The Lady may board or not, as ſhe ets | 
As We ſappoſe ven married, but that you have 
reaſon, from family-differences, to keep it private, for 
preſent, I thought it not amiſs to hint as much to 
widow (but. as uncertainty, Hawes and aſked 
45 ſhe could, in that caſe, : accommodate ou and. 
ſervants, as well as 97 Lady 80 958 he ſaid; 


our 


= none of "oe TE pe you. need : 
8 vb GEM oy in o gear angver- NE, 
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186 The HrgTokr of 
offer to, your good Lady the beſt accommodations ve 
can make for her at Uxbridge (and alſo for yu if 
you are the happy man we wiſh you to be) till ſhe 
fits herſelf more to her mind... - . 
Loet me add, that the Lodgings at the Mercer, 
thoſe in Cecil - ſtreet, thoſe at the-widow's in 'Dover-: 
ſtreet, any of them, may be entered upon at a WyV 
warning. Lam, my dear Sir. 
Dau ſincere and aſfectionute Friend and Servant, 5 


You will eaſily gueſs, my dear, when you haye 
read the Letter, which Lodgings I made choice of. But 
firſt, to try him (as. in ſo material à point I tho nt! 
could not be too circumſpect) I ſeemed to prefet thole, 
in Norfolk. ſtreet for the very reaſon the writer gi 
why he thought I would ut; that is to ſay, for it 


neighbourhood to.a City ſo well-governed as London 


is ſaid to be. Nor ſhould I have diſliked a Lo 


in the heart of it, having heard but indifferent acco 
of the liberties ſometimes taken at the other end of 
the town.—Then ſeeming to incline to the Lodging 
in Cecil-ftreet— Then to the Mercer's. But he made 
no viſible preference: And when I aſked his opinion 
of the widow gentle woman's, he ſaid, He thought 
thoſe the moſt to my taſte and convenience: But as 
hoped, that I would think Lodgings neceſſary but fot 
2 very little while, he knew not which to give f 
yote ſor. $732 -3£*b5; 8 5 Fs an 2 ” 5 A 1 1 
then fixed upon the widow's; and he has writteh 
accordingly. to Mr. Doleman, making my comply 
ments to his Lady and Siſter, for their kind offer, 
I am to have the dining-room, the bed-chany 
with the light cloſet (of Which, if I ſtay any time # 
the widow's, I ſhall make great uſe) and a ſervants 
room; and we propoſe to ſet out on Saturday mori 


ing. As for a maid-ſervant, poor Hannah's met 


great diſappointment to me: But, as he obſer 


4 
1 N 
0 
wh 
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Miſs Clariſſa» Hatlowe. 187 
can make the widow fatisfation for one of hers, till 


1 Lean get a ſervant ta my mind. And age N 15 
uant not much attendance. | 4 


given me five guineas for poor Hannah. I ſend them 

w cloſed. Be ſo good as to cauſe them to be conveyed 

ober; and to let her know from whom they came. 

0 has obliged me much by this little mark of his 

q conſiderateneſs. Indeed I have had the better opinion 
&% | . him ever ſince he . r her return to me. 


1810 


| W W - 
; M. Lovelace has juſt now, of 11 akon ad. 
N 


AVE - juſt n now — inſtance of * confubiritek 
4% He, FE. Viſas me, and. ſaid, that, on ſecond 

| oughts, h e could, not bear, that I ſhould: go up to 
" town, without ſome. attendant, were it but for the 
6 look. of the thing to the London widow and her nieces, 
Fo who, according to his friend's account, lived ſo gen- 
„ | telly; and eſpecially as I required him to. leave + mne 
[tn after I arrived there; and ſo would be left alone 
wong ſtrangers. He therefore thought, that might 
age Mrs. Sorlings to lend me one of her two 

or toilet one of her Daughters go up with me, 

and ſay till I were provided. And if qo latter, «the 
hung gentlewoman, no doubt, would be glad of ſo 
0d an opportunity to ſee a little of the curioſities of 
ts town, and would be a Proper attendant to oh on 
fame occaſions. = op 514: it 5 4 
j told him, as Thad done Collins.” that the ea 
and the two young gentlewomen, were ſo equally 
l in their way (and ſervants in a buſy farm were ſo 
litle to be ſpared). that I ſhould be loth to take them 
off of their laudable employments. Nor ſhould I 
tink much of diverſions for one While; and ſo the 
el 355 an attendant out of doors. N n 
nd naw, my dear, leſt any-thing ſhould: happen, 
IT fo variable a. 1 And as mine, to over-cloud my 
proſpetts. (which at preſent are more promiſing than 
N85 ever 
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Ser het they have” been fitice I duitted H ain 
Place) I will ſnateh de EY” to fubſ 
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0 e in en, and olemany 4 775 
Lach, Sa . And * 7 85 e 7 


=D Ups 72 115 5100 
c F 2D008 
"es Thou knot ths Widow 6 able novels 
Nieces; thou knoweſt the Lodgings: And dig 
thou ever read a Letter more artfully couched, th 
this of Tom Doleman ? Every poſſible objeRtion an. 
tcipated! Every accident raps 7a AE Every 
tittle of it plot - proof! 7: 190006 
Who could forbear ſmiling,” to fs Charmes 
like a farcical Dean and Chapter, chuſe what Was 
before choſen for her; and ſagaciouſly (as they 
form to pra ets, that Heaven would diredt: their 
choice} po upon the different propoſals, il 
ſhe would make me believe, ſhe had a mind for m 
other? The dear ſly rogue looking upon me, too 
with a view to diſcover ſome emotion in me. Emo- 
tions I had.; but Jcan tell her, that they lay deepe 
than her eye could reach, tho" it had been a-Suns 
beam. 39} 6 Gon 3& 29212004 £5 301 
No dene ie md; — None at ald, 
plain. Thou wilt not, if I were inclined to change 
my n. encourage me 6 W 
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; hanopr! + row be, ſaid,, gr CY 1 l ſed 


2.0 Love, thall be overmatched by fo un 
But to ſee the Charmer ſo far . with my con- 
100 K 8. borrow. r ME: friend's Letter, 1 in order to 


2 novice ? 2 


8 Mie Howe likewile ! 


y little rogues! to — out into by · paths on the | 


ſtrength of their on judgments i When nothing but 
- experience can enable them to diſappoint us, and teach 
them grand mother. wiſdom! When they haue it in- 
deed,\ then may they fit down, like ſo many Caflan- 
dn's, and preach: caution to others; who will as little 


them, as they did their ͤinſtructreſſes, when 
U e handſome confident young fellow, fuch;a one 
0 knoweſt who, comes croſs them. 5 


1 2 Belford, didſt thou not mind that My: rogue 
0 


eman's naming Dover>/treet for the Widow's place 


of abode ?— What doſt think could be meant by that? 

AI impoſſible thou ſhouldſt gueſs. So, not to 
Puunlet thee about it, Suppoſe the wide Sincair's.in 
| Dover erte ſhould: be inquired aſter by, ſome fi- 
eiaus „ in order to come at — r (Mie 
Hove: is 43 y as the devil, and as uſy to the full); and 
neither ſuch a name, nor ſuch a houſe, can be found 


bm 


i3Bnt how wilt 8 ks chou aſkeſts, to 


that Street, nor a houſe to anſwer the deſcription; 
will not the keeneſt hunter in England be at a 


10 Ar 2G} on SI Ti SLEPT L407 bo tf 


linder the Lady from reſenting the fallacy, -and-miſ; 


tſtingthee the more on that account, hen he, 
| bout, to be in another Street??? 4 5 wt 


Rho! never mind that: Either I ſhall have a way 
brit; or we ſhall: thoroughly underſtand one another 
bythat time; or, if we don't, ſhe' II know enough of 
me, not to wonder at ſuch a peccadillo. 2d 


But how. wilt thou hinder the Lady from apprifing 


ber friend of the real name ?. Zon m.] don ,nelq 


e frſt- - know it herlcl,, monkey, 5 
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| — how wilt thou do to hinder her from 
knowing the Street, and her friend from directin 
Letters thither; z which will be ook 3 ne thing wi? 
-the name were known? en 
i e alte gut on 
If thou further objecteſt, that Ton Dole 
great a dunce to write ſuch a Letter in anſtwer to mine; 
 —Canft thou not imagine, that, in order to ſaye do. 
"neſt Tom all this trouble, I, who know the tomm ſo 
well, could ſend him a copy of what he ſhould writ 
and leave him nothing to do, n ah 
What now ſayſt thou to me, Belfordꝰ 
And ſuppoſe 1 bad deſigned this tafk of in 
ches; and Appel the Lad — Ger 
no other reaſon in the — but becauſe of — 11 
for thee? What ſayſt thou to the Lady, Jack? 
I his it is to have leiſure upon my hands !=What 
a matchleſs plotter thy friend — Stand by, and let me 
ſwell ! I am already as big as an elephant; and ten 
times wiſer | —Mightier too by far! Havel not xeaſon 
- to ſnuff” the möon with my proboſcis.?— Lord heh 
thee for a poor, for a very poor creature — Wonder 
not, that I deſpiſe thee heartily; ſince the man Who 
is diſpoſed immoderately to exalt himſelf, cannot io 
it but by deſpiſing every- body elſe in proportion. 

I I ſhall make good uſe of the Dolemanic hint uf l 
ing married. But I will not tell thee All at _ 
Nor, indeed, have I thoroughly digeſted that pan af 
my plot. When a Generab muſt regulate himelf 
the motions of a watchful Adverfary, how can he fi 
beforehand what he will, or what he will not, do! 
Widow SINCLAIR. |—Didſt an not 3 Eo 
-kce?— 915 T ee 
Ap, r Jack — — flame 
Se Ali, I repeat: She bar no other. Andi 
features being broad, and full-blown,” Ti ſpp 

her to be of Highland extraction; as her h 
— el ray was 0 as —_— who 
ne 138 Was 
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Tor 


never forget the minutid in my conttivances, In 
All matters that admit of doubt the ninutiæ cloſely 


a and provided for, are of more ſervice 
than a thouknd oaths, vows, and 8 made 


upp! the 1 neglect of them, eſp pecial ly when ou 
; A 0 yl lin the Wed Ling min a. e Wy 
. hor how woultH wonderi fthou-kneweſt 


neweſtone blk er ni my 
thee” but one I have already 


©. 


votdences:' + Fo give 


deen ſo good as to ſend up a liſt of books to be de e 
dor the Lady” 


s cloſet, moſtly at ſecond- Band. And 
thou knoweſt, that the women there are all Well read. 
But Iwill not antieipate ides, it looks as if I were 


Aſaid'of leaving any: thing to my o 1d friend CHANCE; 


which has many a time been an excellent Second to 
me; and ought not to be affronted or deſpiſed; eſpe- 


cially by one, who has the Art of SOV waging 
ens turn out in his favour. N a 


7 
4s 4 * . 


"Ina | 18 4 nn,, / ⁊ . ee 
wg Mis Hows, To: a. CLA AIs das 
/ ness, April 19. 


5 Hove a piece oft intelligence to give you, which 
vn iboficerns' you much'to'know. © 

Vour Brother having been affured, that yo. are 
not married, has taken A reſolution to find you out, 
way lay you, and carry you off. A friend of his, a 


Veaptain' of a ſhip, ERS bh get you on ſnlip- 


board; and to fail away with you, eicher b Hull or 


Lach. in the way to one of your Brother's houſes. 


They are very wicked: For in ſpite of your virtue, 


| they conclude. you to be ruined. But if they can be 


aſſured when they have you, that you are not, they 
vill ſecure you till they can bring you out Mrs. 
Solmes. Mean time, in order to give Mr. Lovelace 
full employment, they talk of a proſecution which 
will be ſet up againſt im, for ſome crime they have 
= notion of, which they think, if it do not coſt 
tim his life, will make him fly his country. 
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TN his is wg early 9855 e ol it in con · 
fidence, and with mighty triumph over Lovelace, 
Miſs Lay, -who is 0 e her: favourite; tha 1 
— much your admirer as ever. Miſs Lloyd, being 
very apprehenſive of the miſchief which. might follay 
ſuch an attempt, told it to me, with leave to a 
you privately of it. And t neithet ſhe nor I WI 
be ſorry, perhaps, if Lovelace were to be fairly hangt 
chat is to ſay, if von, my dear, had no objectiog 
it. But we cannot bear, that ſuch an admirable 
creature ſhould be made che tennis · ball of two-violet 
ſpirits— Much leſs, that you ſhould. be ſeized, 
3 8 the brutal treatment of wretches who:bare 
ny Wels. | | 
If you can engage Me. Lovelace; to keep Ra 
upon it, I think Jou ſhould acquaint him with it; bot 
not to mention Miſs Lloyd. Perhaps his wicked agent 
may come at the intelligence, and reveal it to him. 
But I leave. it to your on diſcretion; to do as. you 
think fit in it. Al my. „ ly 1s, that this dar- 
ing and fooliſn . if carried on, will be à nieans 
of throwing you more into his power than ever. But 
as it will convince. you, that there can be no hop! 
a Reconciliation, 1 with you were actually mar wo 
let the cauſe for the proſecution. Hinged Nba hat —$i 
| i ſhort. of Murder or a Rape. ] bot 
_ Your Hannah ay WY o thankful 1 your iel doub 
h N .She heaped a thouſand bleſſings upon % | my 
for Hs he has apap hoy 8 £00 by this time, | that 
Lam See with Mr. Hickman, I can, tell you: then 
Fo or he has ſent her. two guineas by. the perſon udo Toy 
carries Mr. Lovelace's five, as, from an unknonn i in 
: tape, Nor am I, or you, to know it., But he dg Ito b 
many things of, Up: ſort 3, and is as-filent® f that 
| SOV nig þ is charities; for or nobody knows of the elty;' 
till ihe . f de of the benchited, will not let them be you'd 
_ concealed. He.is.now-and-then. my almoncrs. and! what 
believe alwa)s adds to * little eee 4 Pence 
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a filly fellow, my dear, to trouble his head about 
ne, when he ſees how much I deſpiſe his whole Sex; 
ad&muſt of courſe make a common man look like a 
bol, were he not to make himſelf look like one, by 
wiſhing to pitch his tent ſo oddly. Our likings and 
dlikings,” as I have often thought, are ſeldom go- 
vemed by prudence, or with a view to happineſs. 
The eye, my dear, the wicked eye - has ſuch a ſtrict 
alliance with the heart—And both have ſuch enmity. 
tothe underſtanding !/—What an unequal union, the 
mind and body! All the ſenſes, like the family at. 
Harlowe-Place, in a confederacy againſt that which 
would animate, and give honour to the whole, were 
allowed its proper precedence. 
permit me, I beſeech you, before you go to Lon- 
don, to ſend you forty- eight guineas. I mention that 
ſum to oblige you, becauſe, by accepting back the 
two to Hannah, I will hold you indebted to me fifty. 
—durely this will induce N You know that I can- 
not want the money. I told you, that I have near 
double that ſum ; and that the-half of it is more than 
ny Mother knows I am miſtreſs of. You are afraid, 
that my Mother will 1 me on this ſubject; and 
then you think T muſt own the truth But little as 
[love equivocation, and little as you would allow of 
tin your Anna Howe, it is hard, if I cannot (were 
Ito be put to it ever ſo cloſely) find ſomething to fay, 


— 


that would bring me off, and not impeach my 'vera- 
ety.” With ſo little money as you have, what can 
Wu do at ſuch a place as London? You con't know 
What occaſion you may have for meſſengers, intelli- 
zence, and ſuch-like. If you don't oblige me, I ſhall 
wot think your ſtomac': ſo much down as you ſay it 
Vol. III. K is, 
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194 
is; and as, in this one particular, Z think it ought 
to be. 1: 16 19 851. 


be told, that ſhe never eſpouſes or reſents with wi 
difference. Vet will ſhe not remember, that Tam 
Ber Daughter. No, truly, Lam all my Papas gin 

She was very ſenſible, ſurely, of the violence of my 
poor Father's temper, that ſhe can ſo long remembeꝶ 
that, when acts of tenderneſs and affection ſeem quit 
forgotten. Some Daughters would be tempted to 
think, that controul ſat very heavy upon a Mother 


who can endeavour to exert the power ſhe has-over@ | 


Child, and regret, for years after death, chat ſbe had 
not the ſame over a Huſband. [1% Ten Bl 
If this manner of expreſſion becomes: not mej-vf 
my Mother, it will be ſomewhat extenuated by the 
Love I always bore my Father, and by the revetenee 
T ſhall ever pay to his memory: For he was a fond fa. 
Do and perhaps would have been as tender a Huſ. 
band, had not my Mother and he been too much of 

one temper to agree. 85 

The misfortune was, in Ga: 8 Ry WIG 
out of humour, the other would be ſo too: Vet nei 
ther of their tempers comparatively bad. Notwiths 
ſtanding . 
in my Father's life-time, that my Mother's part of the' 
yoke ſat ſo. heavy upon her neck as ſhe gives 
room to think it did whenever ſhe is pleaſed to: a 
claim her part of me. 

Both Parents, as I have often thought, would | 
very careful, if they would ſecure to themſelves thi 
undivided Love of their children, that, of all thingy 

they ſhould avoid ſuch durable contentions with each 
other, as ſhould diſtreſs. their children in chuſing tha 
party, when they would be glad to reverence: both 
they ought. - 

* here is the thing There i is not a beter 

1 T4 


\ 460 


As to the ſtate of things between: 5 Mother law 
me, you know enough of her temper, not to need 


all which, I did not imagine, girl as IV 


— 


10 THROLEEL i SAY. +I 
Hou 7! Maſs Clariſſa Harlowe. EY 419 5 
aver of her affairs in the Sex, than my Mother; 


n 
l believe a notable Wife is more impatient of con- 
troul; - than an indolent one. An indolent one, per- 
haps; thinks ſhe has ſomewhat to compound for; while 
women of the other character, I ſuppoſe, know too 
well their own ſignificance to think highly of that of 
a body elſe. All muſt be their own way. In one 
| nn toy me w/ſoful, they will be more than 


do aſſure you, my dear, were I a man, anda 
nat ho loved my quiet, I would not have one of 
| theſemanaging Wives on any conſideration. ' I would 
make it a matter of ſerious inquiry beforehand, whe- 
ther my miſtreſs's qualifications, if I heard ſhe was 
table, were maſculine or feminine ones. If indeed 
[were an indolent ſupine mortal, who might be in 
danger of becoming the property of my Steward, I 
would then perhaps chuſe to marry for the qualifica- 
r eg bien gang DIG At 
Bat, ſetting my Mother out of the queſtion, be- 
cauſe ſhe 75 my Mother, have I not ſeen how Lady 
Hartley pranks up herſelf above all her Sex, betunts 
be knows how to manage affairs that do not belong to 
ler den to manage —Atairs that can do no credit to 
ler as a woman to underſtand; pragically, I mean; 
ſerlthe theory of them may not be amiſs to be known. 
Indeed, my dear, I do not think a Man- woman a 
pretty character at all: And, as I ſaid; were T a nan, 
would ſooner chuſe a Dove, thoꝰ it were fit for no- 
chag, but, as the Play fays, to go tame about houſe, 
ud breed, than a Wife that is ſetting at work (my 
| Ygnificant ſelf preſent perhaps) every buſy hour my 
1 wer-reſting ſervants, thoſe of the Stud not excepted; _ 
a who, with a beſom in her hand, as I may day, 
would be continually filling me with apprehenfions, 
that ſhe wanted to ſweep me out of my own houſe as 
mg | Mere indeed the miſtreſs of a family (like the won- 
| Y X 2 | derful 
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| tad from ſu perfluities that would otherwiſe be walt, 


mingled ſhame and indignation— 


\ 
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derful young Lady, I fo much, and ſo juſtly admire) to. 
know 

able rounds of the Needle, the Pen, the Houſekeeper's. 
Bills, the Dairy for her amuſement; to ſee the Pow 


and exert herſelf in all the really uſeful branches . 


Domeſtic Management; then would ſhe move in her 


proper ſphere; then would ſhe render herſelf amiably 
uſeful, and reſpectably neceſſary; then would ſhe be. 
come the ;/irefs-wheel of the family (whatever yau 


think of your Anna Howe, I would. not have her be 
the Mafter-wheel) 3: and every-body would love her, 
as every-body did you, before your inſolent Brother 
came back, fluſhed with his unmerited acquirements, 
and turned all things topſy-turvy... 


10 


If you ui be informed of the particulars. of "Sir 


contention, after you have known in general, | 
your unhapp 24 affair was the ſubject; why, then, 1 
think, I mu 


tell you. 

VA bow, ſhall 147 feel- my: cheek glow. _, 
2 then, my dear 

— that I have been—zs I may ſay—that I have been 

beaten Indeed tis true. My Mother thought fit to 

ſlap my hands to get from me a ſheet of a Letter the 

caught me writing to you; which I tore, becauſe 


ſhould not read it, and burnt. it before her face. 


I know this will trouble you: So ſpare yourkelf te 
pains to tell me it does. _ : 
Mr. Hickman came in preſently rafter. I would 


not ſee him. I am either too much a Woman to be 


beat, or too much a Child to have an Humble Serva nt. 
o ] told my Mother. What can one oppoſe. but 


Sullens, when it would be unpardonable ſo much s 


to think of lifting up a finger? 

In the Harlowe-ſtyle, che will be obey yed, ſhe ſay $: 
And even Mi. Hickman ſhall be forbid 1 — bee if 
he contributes to the carrying on of a correſpandeyge 


which ſhe wil. not ſuffer to be continued. b 
5 oor 


w to confine herſelf within her own reſpedt: A 


Miſs Clarif Harlowe. 197 


| Poor man! He ſtands a whimſical chance between 
i | 6, But he knows he is ſure of my Mother; but not 
* me. Tis eaſy then for him to chuſe his party, 
* W 92 eit not his inclination to ſerve you, as it ſurely 5s. 
| Ke this makes him a merit with me, which other wiſe 


17 would not have had; notwithſtanding the good 
* qualities which I have juſt now acknowleged i in his fa- 


5 Your. For, my dear, let my faults in other reſpects 
1 be what they may, I will pretend to ſay, that I have 
f in my own mind thoſe qualities which I praiſed him 
MW | or. Andif we are to come together, I could for. 
7 128 reaſon better diſpenſe with them in him:—So if 
A . 1 who has a bountiful-tempered Wife, is not 
ard, nor ſeeks to reſtrain her, but has an opinion 

„ a be does, that is enough for him: As, on the 
5” 3 if a bountiful-tempered Huſband has a frugal 
Wife, it is beſt for both. For one to give, and the 
07 ;other to give, except they have prudence, and are at 
| fo good an underſtanding with each other, as to com- 

. The notes, they may perhaps put it out of their power 
0 be n. Good frugal doctrine, my dear! But this 

ih Way bf putting it, is middling the matter between 
* What T have 120 of my Mother's over-prudent 
and. — 815 inlarged notions.— Rut from neee to 


F Ih ſhut myſelf up all that day's ; and wha little L did 

he Et, eat alone. But at night ſhe ſent up Kitty, with 

= | * command, 1 my Wannen, to e ther at 

u ee 

be I. went down: But moſt plofjouſly: th- the. Sullens. | 

ES, and NO, were great words with: me, to ovary 

* | oy ſhe aſked, for a good while. 

5 hat behaviour, ſhe told me, thould not do for 2 
; 9 ſhould not wich me, 1 nid. IL | 
11 old reſiſtance, ſne told me, had provoked tier | 

ah 60 155 my hand ; and ſhe was ſorry to have been ſo 

| But again ——— that I would either 
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give up e ſpondence abſolutely, or let her ſee 


all that paſſed in it. OY OG. 
I I muſt not do either, I told her. It was unſuitable 
both to my inclination and to my honour, at theinſtii 
gation of baſe minds, to give up a friend in diſtreſs. 
She rung all the maternal changes upon the'wotds 
Duty, Obedience, Filial obligation, and ſo-fort. 
I told her, that a duty too rigorouſly and unreaſon. 
ably exacted had been your ruin, if you were ruinel. 
If 1 were of age to be married, I hoped ſhe would 
think me capable of making, or at leaſt of keeping;\m 
own friendſhips ; ſuch a one eſpecially as this, with 
young Lady too, and one whoſe friendſhip ſhe herſelf, 
till; this diſtreſsful point of time, had thought the muſt 


uſeful and edifying that I had ever contractet. 


The greater the merit, the worſe the action: The 
finer-the talents, the more dangerous the example. 
There were other duties, I ſaid, beſides that of 
Child to a Parent; and I hoped I need not give up 
ſuffering friend, eſpecially at the inſtigation of thoſe 
by whom ſhe ſuffered. I told her, that it was ver 
hard to annex ſuch a condition as that to joe 


when I was perſuaded, that both duties might be p 
formed, without derogating from either: That an ui 
reaſonable command (ſhe muſt excuſe me, I muſt ſi⸗ 


it, tho' I were flapt again) was a degree of tyranny: 


And I could not have expected, that at theſe years] 
where a woman only was concerned, and the deviliſh 
Sex not in the queſtion. ü i 2 8 5 ! 1 4 

What turned moſt in favour of her argument was, 
that I deſired to be excuſed from letting her read all 


that paſſes between us. She inſiſted much upon this: 
And ſince, ſhe ſaid, you were in the hands of the 


2 
4 


moſt - intriguing man in the world; and a man, who 


had made a jeft of her favourite Hickman, as Ihe has 


been told; ſhe- knows not what'confequences, un- 


thought of by you or me, may flow from Wen HOW: 


reſpondence.. 
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1 


0 you ſce, my dear, that I fare the worſe « on Mr. 


in's account]! My Mother might ſee all that 
s between us, did I not know, that it would 
cramp your ſpirit, and reſtrain the freedom of your 
as it would alſo the freedom of my own: And 
were "he not moreover ſo firmly attached to the con- 
ſide, that inferences, conſequences, ſtrained de- 
ductions, cenſures, and conſtructions the moſt partial, 
would for ever be hawled in to teaze me, and would 
perpetually ſubject us to the neceflity of debating and. 
vaſſing. 
heide, I don't chife. that. ſhe ſhould know. how 
this artful wretch has outwitted, as T may call 
t, a perſon ſo much his Superior i in all the nobler qua- 
po the. 8 5 p by 3 ba 
nerout r heart, and t 
jour { The ge full 9 I know; but do not offer to dif 
e me from this correſpondence. _ 
IJ Mr. Hickman, . immediately on the contention 
aboye, offered his ſervice ; and Ti ticeepted of it, as 
you will ſee by my laſt. He thinks; tho* he has all 
ur for my Mother, that ſhe is unkind to us both. 


lle was pleaſed to tell me (with an Air, as I thought} 


that he not only approved of our correſpondence, but 


_ Wlmized the ſteadineſs of my friendſhip; and having 
1 of your man, but a great one of me, thinks 


at my advice or intelligence from time to time may 
of uſe to you; and on this preſumption, ſaid, that 
it would be a thouſand pities that you ſhould ſuffer for 

want of either. 
| Mc. Hickman pleaſed me in the main by his ſpeech 3 
and it is well the general tenor of it was agreeable z 
9 5 I can tell him, I ſhould have reckoned with 
for his word approve; for it is a ſtile I have not 


2 Ng him to talk to me in. And you ſee, my 


what theſe men are No ſooner do they find 
that you have favoured them with the power of doing 
Jap an agreeable ſervice, but they take upon them to 


K 4 approves 


20 The Hisrony of _ 
approve, forſooth, of your actions] B. which is : 


by diftreffng you as they ſeem reſolved to do. I fee 


— . —ä—j—ũ— — — — 
— Aero da oc. — > & 


plied a right to e if they think fit. 
3 9 er „ e e 8 im. te 1 
I have told my Mother, how much you wiſh te be 


reconciled to your Relations, and : how independent 


vou are upon Lovelace, 

Mark the end of the latter aſſertion, ſhe ſays. And 
as to Reconciliation, ' ſhe knows that nothing will do 
(and will have it, that nothing ought to do) but your 
returning back, without preſuming to condition with 


„ 


your independence on Lovelace. 1 
Fou ſee, my dear, what your duty is, in my Mo- 
ther's opinion. tk / Soda ey CR: 


them. And this if you do, ſhe ſays, will teſt they 


"own houſe, will be from London. 


- Heaven preſerve you in hon 
prayer. 1 


I ſuppoſe your next directed to Mr. Hickman, at his 


gine. ö WP 5 . 
It is amazing to me, what your Relations can 


. "1245 A 


they will throw you into his arms, whether you wil 
. | | e 


I ſend this by Robert, for diſpatch-ſake : And can 


only repeat the hitherto rejected offer of my beſt ſer- 


vices. Adieu, my deareſt friend. Believe me ever 
Your affeftionate and faithful © 

Fea | ANNA Hows. 
LETT EY Wear: 

Miſs CLARISSA HARLOWE, To Miſs Hows.» 
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1 Should think myſelf utterly unworthy of your 
1 friendſhip did my own concerns, heavy as the 


are, ſo ingroſs me that I could not find leiſure for 


few lines to declare to my beloved friend my ſincere 
diſapprobation of her conduct, in an inſtance "oy 


Fr * e 
r and ſafety, is my 


What you do for change of cloaths, I cannot ima: 
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Mis Clariſſa Harlowe. 201 
ſhe is ſo generouſly faulty, that the conſciouſneſs of 


/ 


# that very generoſity may hide from her the fault, 
ze | which I, more than any other, have reaſon to deplore, 
nt W being the unhappy occaſion of it. 1025 


"You know, you ſay, that your account of the con- 
4 | tentions between your Mother Cn gr trouble 
me; and ſo you bid me ſpare myſelf the pains to tell 
ur | Joo that they Bo... tos ters 8 
b Lou did not uſe, my dear, to forbid me thus before- 
hand. You was wont to ſay, you loved me the better 
F eh my expoſtulations with you 'on that acknowleged 


o. | warmth and quickneſs of your temper which your own 


* 


good ſenſe taught you to be apprehenſive of. What tho? 
i: | Thave ſo miſerably fallen, and am unhappy; if ever I 
I had any judgment worth regarding, it is now as much 
ny worth as ever, becauſe I can give it as freely againſt 
* | myſelf as againſt any body elſe. And ſhall J not, when 


. | there ſeems to be an infection in my fault, and that it 
I leads you likewiſe to reſolve to carry on a correſpond- 
by ence againſt prohibition, expoſtulate with you upon it; 
ee | When whatever conſequences flow from your diſobedi- 
i ence, they but widen my error, which is as the evil 


root, from which ſuch bad branches ſpring? ?; 
Ihe mind that can glory in being capable of ſo no- 


9 ble, ſo firm, ſo unſhaken a friendſhip, as that of my 
I deer Mifs Howe; a friendſhip which no caſualty or 
5 diſtreſs can leſſen, but which increaſes with the miſ- 
5 fortunes of its friend Such a mind muſt be above 


\ 
1 taking amiſs the well- meant admonitions of that di- 
I flinguithed friend. I will not therefore apologize for 
my freedom on this ſubjet: And the leſs need I, 


0 when that freedom is the reſult of an affection, in the 
5. | Very inſtance, fo abſolutely diſintereſted, that it tends 
ur | fo deprive myſelf of the only comfort left ne. 


xy | Tour acknowleged Sultens ; Your tearing from 
A Jour Mother's hands the Letter ſhe thought the had a 
ere | "ight to ſee; and burning it, as you own, before her 
et | face; Your refuſal to 12 the man, who is ſo willing 
BY s 20 ; : 5 - ; to / 


— —— — 9 
—ů— 
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"0 the ſake of your unhappy friend; and 


this. purely to vex your Mother; Can you think, my 
dear, upon this brief recapitulation of hardly one 


of the faulty particulars you give, that theſe _ a 


excuſable in one who ſo well knows her duty? 3 
Jour Mother had a r of me onęg: 
not that a reaſon why e ſhould be more "me 
„ when I have, as he believes, 10 19 Ä [- 
feited it? A prejudice in favour is as hard to be totally 
Renee, a8 à prejudice in disfavour, In what 4 
ong light, then, muſt that error appear to her t 
ſhould ſo totally turn her heart again me, h 
not a principal in the caſe? 


There are other duties, you may, beſides that 4p | 


Child to a Parent: But That, my dear, muſt be a 
duty prior to all other duties; a duty anterior, 2 
may ſay, to your very birth: And what duty ought 


Not to give way to That, when they. CORE. in com 


petition ? | 15 
$ J are perſuaded, that both . may be per- 


formed without derogating from either. Your Mather 


thinks otherwiſe... What is the concluſion to be dg 
from theſe premiſes ? 185 

When your Mother ſees, how much I ſuffer in — 
reputation from the ſtep I have taken, from whom 
ſhe and all the world expected better things, how 
much Treaſon has ſhe: to be watchful over you! One 
evil draws another after it; and how knows ſhe, 
any-body, where it may ftop ? ; 

Does not the perſon who "will vindicate, or ſeek to 
extenuate, a faulty ſtep in another (In this light mu 
your Mother OE upon the matter in queſtion be- 
tween you) give an indication either of a culpable 
will, or a weak judgment? And may not ſhe appre- 
hands. that the cenſorious will think, that ſuch a obe 
might probably have equally Shed. under the ſame 
inducements and provocatians, to 18 gr own works 


in 1 former Letter, applied to me ? F c 
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bnCan there be a ſtronger inſtanee in human life that 
ſhe has ſo early furniſhed within a few months paſt 
= mention the uneommon provocations to it, 

ich T have met with) of the neceſſity of the con- 
. uance of a watchful Parent's care over a Daughter 


that Daughter have obtained ever fo great a'repu- 
* for her prud ence ? 51 VOW J{flOS9T & 3813 JO) 


of 
. 


s not the ſpace from Sixteen to Twenty-one, that 


_ which requires this care, more than any time of a 


ung woman's life? For in That period, do we not 
Fenerally attract the eyes of the other Sex, and be- 
ome the ſubject of their addreſſes, and not ſeldom of 
eir attempts? And is not That the period in which 
ur conduct I gives — a reputation or 
fiffeputation; that almoſt inſeparably accompanies us 
— — our whole future lives ? F 2+. Pu 
Are we not likewife then moſt in danger from gur- 
faves, becauſe of the diſtinction with which we are 
apt to behold particulars of that Sex? K 135399 
And when our dangers multiply, both from within 
ind toit hot, do not our Parents know, that their 
vietlance ought to be doubled? And ſnall that neceſ- 
fary increaſe of care ſit uneaſy upon us, becauſe we 
tre grown up to Stature and Womanhood '? 
Will you tell me, if ſo, what is the preciſe Stature 
and Age, at which a good child ſhall conclude herſelf 
abſolved from the duty ſhe owes to a Parent? And 
Ut which a Parent, after the example of the dams of 
the brute creation, is to lay aſide all care and tender - 
nels for her offſpring? T7 TONS. 


B it fo hard for you, my dear, to be tracted dies 


child? And can you not think it as hard for a good 
Parent to imagine herſelf under the unhappy neceſſity 
f ſo treating her woman grown Daughter? 
Do you think, if your Mother had been you, and 
ou your Mother, and your Daughter had ſtruggled 
With you, as you did with her, that you would not 
Jaye been as apt as your Mother was to have. flapt 


your Daughter's. bands, to have made her quit cher 


hold, and give up the prohibited Letter?ſ̃-·̃̃̃ 
. Your Mother told you with great truth, that yon 
provoted her to this harſhneſs; and it was a great con- 
deſcenſion in her (and not taken notice of by you as 
it deſerved). to ſay, that ſhe, was ſorry for it. 06 
At every Age on this fide Matrimony, (for then we 
come under another ſort of protection, tho? that is far 
from abrogating the Filial duty) it will be found, that 
the wings of our parents are our moſt neceſſary and 
molt effectual ſaſeguard from the vulturs, the hawks, 


the kites, and other villainous birds of prey, that hos | 


ver over us with a view to ſeize and deſtroy us the 
firſt time we are caught wandering out of the eye ot 
care of our watchful and natural guardians and pro- 
tectors. : | ; 
-- Hard as you may ſuppoſe it, to be denied the conti. 
nuance of a correſpondehce once ſo much approyed, 
even by the venerable denier; yet, if your Mother 
think my fault to be of ſuch a nature, as that a cgi 
reſpondence with me will caſt a ſhade upon y 

reputation; all my own friends having given me up; 
that hardſhip is to be ſubmitted to. And muſt it 
not make her the more ſtrenuous to ſupport her own 
opinion, when ſhe ſees the firſt fruits of this tenaciouſ- 
neſs of your ſide, is to be glorioufly in the Sullens, as 


4 


you call it; and in a diſobedient oppoſition? 


I know that you have an humorous: meaning in 


that expreſſion, and that this turn, in moſt caſes; 
gives a delightful poignancy both to your converſation 
and correfpondence ; but indeed, my dear, this caſe 
will not bear humouhnr. „ i118 
Mill you give me leave to add to this tedious expos 

flul:tion, that J by no means approve of ſome of the 
things you write, in relation to the manner in which 
your Father and Mother lived at times lived On 
at times, I dare ſay; tho? perhaps too ofte. 
Your. Mother is anſwerable to any- body, n 
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no part in your revived 
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to her child, for whatever was wrong in her conduct, 
if any- thing bat wrong, towards Mr, Howe: A gen- 
tleman, of whoſe memory Iwill only ſay, that it ot 


to be tevered by youHut yet, ſhould you not examine 
yourſelf, whether your diſpleaſure at your Mother had 
'reverence for your Father,” at 


the time you wrote? 


No one is perfect: And altho* your Mother may 
got be ſo right to remember diſagreeableneſſes againſt 


the departed, yet ſnhould you not want to be reminded, 
on whoſe account, and on what occaſion, ſhe remem- 
hered them. Fou cannot judge, nor ought you to 
attempt to judge, of what might have paſſed between 


doth, to imbitter and keep awake diſagreeable remem- 


brances in the ſurvivor. 


Miſs CL ARISSA HARLOW E. In Continuation. 


B UT this ſubject muſt not be purſued. Another 
might, with more pleaſure (tho' not with more 


approbation) upon one of your lively excurſions. It 


s upon the high airs you give yourſelf upon the word 


opprove. | 


How comes it about, I wonder, that a young Lady 
ſo noted for a predominating generoſity, ſhould not 
be uniformly generous ? That your generoſity ſhould 
fall in an inſtance, where policy, prudence, gratitude, 
would not permit it to fail? Mr. Hickman (as you 
confeſs) has indeed a worthy mind. If I had not long 
ago known that, he would never have found an advo- 
cate in me for my Anna Howe's favour to him. Often 
and often have I been concerned, when I was your happ 

gueſt, to ſee him, after a converſation in which he bad 
well ſupported his part in your abſence, ſink at once 
into ſilence the moment you came into company. ' 
I have told you of this before: And I believe I 
hinted to you once, that the ſuperciliouſneſs you put on 
. only 


— 
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on to him, was capable of a conſtruction, which at 
the time would have very little gratified your pride tb 
have had made; ſince it would have been as much in 
his favour, as in your disfavour. T 


ſee a modeſt man, but I am ſure (if he has not wa 
opportunities) that he has a treaſure in his mind, which 
requires nothing but the hey of Encouragement to un- 


Bak it, to make him ine While u confident an 


who, to be confident, muſt think as meanly of his 
pany, as highly of himſelf, enters with magiſterial uin 
upon any ſubject; and, depending upon his aflurancety 
bring himſelf off when found out, talks of more th 
he is maſter of. | 2.0 ae $13 07 6 
But a modeſt man !—O my dear, ſhall not a modeſt 
woman diſtinguiſh' and wiſh to conſort with a mode 
man?—A man, before whom, and to whom, ſhe 
open her lips ſecure of his good opinion of all ſhe ſays, 


and of his juſt and polite regard for her judgment ? and 


who muſt therefore inſpire her with an agreeable cons 
ihn 5 5G + £195 FLIE on ©) 

What a lot have I drawn!—We are all indeed apt 
to turn teachers— But, ſurely, I am better enabled to 
talk, to write, upon theſe ſubjects, than ever I was 
But I will baniſh my/e/f, if poſſible, from an addreſs 
which, when I began to write, I was determined to 
_ confine wholly to your own particular. „5 

My deareſt, deareſt friend, how ready are = 
tell us what others ſhould do, and even what a Moti- 
ſhould have done] But indeed you once, I remember, 
advanced, that, as different attainments required dif 
ferent talents to maſter them, ſo, in the writing-way, 
a perſon might not be a bad Critic upon the works 
others, altho he might himſelf be unable to write with 
excellence. But will you permit me to account for al 
this readineſs of finding fault, by placing it to Hum 
Nature, which, being ſenſible of the defects of Hu- 
man Nature (that is to ſay, of its own defects) wor 


\ 5113 fi ATM 


Mr. Hickman, my dear, is a node man. I'tiever 
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be rating! But in exerciſing that talent, chuſes 
ether to turn its eye outward: than inward? In other 
words, to employ itſelf rather in the out- deer ſearch, 
than in the in- door examination? n 
And here give me leave to add (and yet it is with 
keader reluctance) that altho', you ſay very pretty things 
notable. wives; and altho“ I join with you in opi- 
nion, that huſbands may have as many inconvenien- 
es to encounter with, as conveniencies to boaſt of, 
= women of that character; yet Lady Hartley 
would have had milder treatment from your 
pen, had it not been dipt in gall with a Mother in your 


945 to the Money you ſo generouſly and repeatedly 
ger, don't be angry with me, if J again ſay, that I 
im very deſirous that you ſhould be able to aver, with- 
the leaſt qualifying or reſerve, that nothing of 
hat: ſort has paſſed between us. I know your Mo- 
ther's ſtrong way of putting the 7 He is intent 
ver having anſwered; But yet I promiſe that I will 
be obliged to nobody but you, when J have occaſion. 
is boob I's 21s oat ava | os „„ 


b LE T N 


„ CLarssa HARLOwWE. In Continuation. 


ND now, my dear, a few words, as to the pro- 

hibition laid upon you; a ſubject, that I have 
12155 touched upon, but curſorily, becauſe I was 
araid to truſt myſelf with it, knowing that my judg- 
ment, if I did, would condemn my practice. 3 
Vou command me not to attempt to diſſuade you 
from this correſpondence; and you tell me how kindly 
r, Hickman approves of it; and how obliging he 
to me, to permit it to be carried on under cover to 
him But this does not quite ſatisfy me. 
am a very bad Caſuiſt; and the pleaſure I take in 
Aiting to you, who are the only one to whom I can 
. 7 diſburden 
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diſburden my mind, may make me, as I have hitited 


very partial to my own wiſhes !—Elfe, if it were not 


an artful evaſion beneath an open and frank hearth 


wiſh to be complied with, I would be glad methinks 
to be permitted ſtill to write to you; and only to hae 
ſuch occaſional returns by Mr. Hickman's pen, as wel 
as cover, as might ſet me right when J am wrong; 
confirm me, when right; and guide me where I doubt, 
This would enable me to proceed in the difficult path 
before me with more afluredneſs. For whatever! 
ſuffer from the cenſures of others, if I can preſcive 
. good opinion, I ſhall not be altogether unhappy, 
et what will befal me. | v ++. eng 
And indeed, my dear, I know not how to forbear 
writing. I have now no other employment or diver- 
ſion. And I muſt write on, altho' I were not to ſend 
it to any-body. You have often heard me own the 
advantages I have found from writing down'evety: 
thing ot moment that befals me; and of all I hint, 
and of all I 4, that may be of future uſe to me: For, 
befides that this helps to form one to a ſtyle, and opens 
and expands the ductile mind, every one will find, 
that many a good thought evaporates in thinking; 
many a good reſolution goes off, driven out of me- 


mory perhaps by ſome other not ſo good. But when 


I ſet down what I wil! do, or what I have done, on 
this or that occaſion; the reſolution or action is before 
me either to be adhered to, withdrawn, or amended; 
and I have entered into con pact with myſelf, as I may 
ſay; having given it under my own hand to improve, 
rather than to go backward, as I live longer. 

I would willingly therefore write to you, if I might; 
the rather as it would be more inſpiriting to have ſome 
end in view in what I write; ſome friend to pleaſe; 
beſides merely ſecking to gratify my paſſion for ſcrid: 
bling. | 2190; 07 Ro 
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is and if the will condeſcend to one only condition, 


may it not be complied with? 
"Would ſhe not, do you think, my dear, — pre- 
E 4 to hays the communication, made to her in 
ence 
If there were any proſpect of a | Reconciliation with 
my friends, I ſhould not have ſo much regard for m my 
45 as to be afraid of any- body's knowing how much 
5 been outwitted, as you call it. I would in that 
caſe, (when I had left Mr. Lovelace) acquaint your 
lather, and all my own friends, with the whole of 
my ſtory. It would behove me ſo to do, for my own | 
reputation, and for their ſatisfaction. 
But if I have no ſuch proſpect, what will the com- 
munication of my reluctance to go away with Mr. 
velace, and of his Arts to frighten me away, avail 
11 Your Mother has hinted, that my friends would 
ſt upon returning to them (as a proof of the 
on of my —— to be diſpoſed of, without condi- 
tion, at their pleaſure, If 1 ſcrupled this, my Brother 
Would rather triumph oyer me, than keep my ſecret. 
r. Lovelace, whoſe pride already fo ill brooks my 
regrets for meeting him (when he thinks, if I had not, 
| muſt have been Mr. Solmes's wife) would perhaps 
frat me with indignity : And thus, deprived of all re- 
5 and protection, I ſhould become the ſcoff of men 
intrigue; and be thought, with too great an ap- 
pearance of reaſon, a diſgrace to my Sex While that 
wowed Love, however indiſcreetly ſhewn, which is 
followed by Marriage, will-find more ex-uſes made 
for it, than generally it ought to find. 

t if your Mother will reccive the communication 
MeonGdence, pray ſhew her. all that I have written, or 
hall write. If my-paſt conduct in that caſe ſhall not 
be found to deſerve heavy blame, I ſhall then perhaps 
have the benefit of her adyice, as well as yours, And 
If after a re-eſtabliſhment in her favour, I ſhall wil- 
fully deſerve blame for the time to come, I will be con- 
tent to be denied yours as well as hers for ever. 
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As to cramping my ſpirit, as you call it (were I to 
fit down to write what I know your Mother muſt ſee) 
that, my dear, is already cramped. And do not think 
ſo unhandſomely of your Mother, as to fear that'ſhe 
would make partial conſtructions againft me. Neither 
you nor I can doubt, but that, had the been left unpre, 
poſſeſſedly to herſelf, ſhe wouid have ſhewn favour'ty 
me. And ſo, I dare ſay, would my Uncle Antony, 
Nay, my dear, I can extend my charity ſtill further; 
For I am ſometimes of opinion, that were my Brother 
and Siſter abſolutely certain, that they had ſo far ruined 
me in the opinion of both my Uncles, as that they 
need not to be apprehenſive of my claſhing with, ther 
intereſts ; they would not oppoſe a Pardon, altho' they 
night ora a Reconciliation ; F 1 Lv 
make a few ſacrifices to them : Which, I aſſure you, 
ſhould be inclined to make, were I wholly free, and 
independent of this man. You know I never value 
myſelf upon worldly acquiſitions, but as they inlarged 
my power to do things I loved todo. And if I were 
denied the power, 1 muſt, as I now do, curb my in- 
clination. | „ : i | 3 
Do not however think me guilty of an affeQlatio 
in what I have ſaid of 'my Brother and Siſter, Severe 
enough I am ſure it is, in the moſt favourable ſenſe, And 
an indifferent perſon will be of opinion, that th 1 
much better warranted than ever, for the ſake of t 
family-honour, to ſeek to ruin me in the favour' f al 
my friends. FR T9 e 
But to the former topic Try, my dear, if Ya 
Mother will, upon the condition above-given, permit 
our correſpondence, on ſeeing all we write. But if 3s 
will not, what a Selfiſnneſs would there be in my Low 
2 apy were I to wiſh you to forego your duty for g 
And now; one word, as to the freedom 1 have 
treated you with in this tedious expoſtulator addrek, 
I preſume upon your forgiveneſs of it, becauſe fe 
Walt: friendfhips 
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1770 are founded on, ſuch a baſis as ours 
Which is, freely to give reproof, and thankfully to 
fekeius it, as occaſions ariſe; that ſo either may have 
hpportunity to clear up miſtakes, to acknowlege and 
"amend errors, as well in behaviour, as in words and 


' deeds and to rectify and confirm each other in the 


Judgment each ſhall form upon perſons, things, and 
Ceircumſtances.” And all this upon the following 
conſideration ; That it is much more eligible, as well 
of honourable, to be corrected with the gentleneſs 
1 hat may be expected from an undoubted friend, 
"than by continuing either blind or wilful, to expoſe 
ourſelves to the cenſures of an envious, and perhaps 
'm lignant world.” „ 

But it is as needleſs, I dare ſay, to remind you of 
ls, as it is to repeat my requeſt, ſo often repeated, that 


, 4 4 
18 


6 will not, in your turn, ſpare the follies and the 


911, of WW) 


now 1 | | a Cr. HARLOWE. 
mit = Subjoin'd to the above. 


fad, that I would avoid writing any-thing of 
q n particular affairs in the above addreſs, if I could. 
will write one Letter more, to inform you how I 
find with this man. But, my dear, you-muſt permit 
one and your Anſwer to it (for I want * advice 
en the contents of mine) and the copy of one I have 
Witten to my Aunt, to be the laſt that ſhall paſs be- 
Ween us, while the prohibition continues. 10 % 
Tear, I very much fear, that my ert ſituation 
WM draw me in to be guilty of Evaſion, of little Af- 
ens and of Curvings from the plain ſimple 
ruth which I was wont to delight in, and prefer to 
ery other conſideration. But allow me to ſay, and 
this for your ſake, and in order to leſſen your Mother's 
as of any ill conſequences that ſhe might apprehend 


our correſpondence, that if I am at any time 
5 : | __ guilty 
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1 oh a failure in theſe reſpects, I will not 20M in 
it; but endeavour to recover my loſt ground, tht 
roy not bring Error i into Habit. 7 1 
have deferred going to town, at Mrs. 80 fi \ 
earneſt aa But have fixed my removal to \Mor. 
| day, at |, acquaint you in my next. .. 
have already made a progreſs, in that next; þ 

| having an — e will ira *y 
itſelf Wk. 


; Os E T NN N 
Mijs Hows, To 4 Cr iI anten 


Friday Morn. April i. 


MY Mother will not comply with your condition, 
my dear. I hinted it to. her, as from myſel. 
But he Harlowes (excuſe me) have got her intirel 
in with them. It is a ſcheme of mine, ſhe told mg, 
formed to draw her into your party againſt your pe. 
an Which, for her own ſake, ſhe is very A 
about. 

Don't be ſo much concerned abokt my Moder h 
me, once more, I beg of you. We ſhall do wel 
gs together Now a falling-out, now a 1 

t uſed to be ſo, han you, were not in the K 
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ſtion. 


your reprehenſive Letters; which 1 intend to res 
often as I find my temper riſes, 
I will freely own however, that I winced a littk p 
; firſt reading them. But J ſee, that on every _ 
12 — love and honour you Kill more, if poſſible, ff 
nb 
et, I think, I have one advantage over you; 10 
which I will hold thro' this Letter, and thro' an my 
future Letters; that is, that I will treat you as free 
a een treat, me! and yet will never think an api | 
nece//ary to you for my freedom. | i "Bu 


Yet oo I give you my ſincere thanks for every fog | 


; 
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N But that you ſo think with reſpec to me is the effect 
of your gentleneſs of temper ; with a little ſcetch of 
im oc reflection on the warmth of mine. Gentle- 


7 


in a woman you hold to be no fault: Nor do I, 
{little due or provoked warmth—But what is this, 
ut, praiſing, on both ſides, what neither of us can 


lep; nor perhaps 10 to help? You can no more go 


wt of your road, than I can go out of mine. It would 


tea pain to either to do ſo: What then is it in either's | 
proving of her own natural byaſs, but making a vir- 
ue of neceſh N of | 


ty? | | | 

But one e I will add, that were your cha- 
ner, and my. character, to be truly drawn, mine 
would be allowed to be the moſt natural. Shades and 
Lights are equally neceſſary in a fine picture. Yours 
would be ſurrounded with ſuch a flood of brightneſs, 
kave one heartleſs to imitate it. AM 

O may you not ſuffer from a baſe world for your 
xntleneſs ; while my temper, by its warmth keeping 
al impoſition at diſtance, tho' leſs amiable in general, 
ords me not reaſon, as I have mentioned heretofore, 
b wiſh to make an exchange with you! 

should indeed be inexcuſcable to open my lips by 
Way of contradiction to my Mother, had I ſuch a fine 
it as yours to deal with. Truth is truth, my dear! 
Why ſhould narrow neſs run au ay with the praiſes due 
0a noble expanſion of heart? If every-body would 


heak out, as I do (that is to ſay, give prajſe where only 


praiſe is due; diſpraiſe where due, likewiſe) Shame, if 
dt Principle, would mend the world—Nay Shame 
ould introduce Principle in a generation or two. 


Very true, my dear. Do you apply. I dare not.— 
for J fear you, almoſt as much as I love you. 

Iwill give you an inſtance, neverthelefs, which will 
Hew demonſtrate, that none but very generous and 


toble-minded people ought to be implicitly obeyed. 
You know what I ſaid above, that truth is truth. © 


ith ſuch a glory, that it would indeed dazle; but 


Incon- 
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Inconveniencies will ſometimes ariſe from having! 
to do with perſons of Rory and ſcrupulouſngſs, A 
Mr. Hickman, you ſay, is a mode/t man. He put your Fn 
corrective pacquet into my hand with a very fine how j 
and a ſelk. Brise air. [We'll conſider what you as * 
this — man by and-by, my dear | : His Strut Was not, | ke 
gone off, when in came my Mother, as I was reading it, f 
When ſome folks find their anger has made em Fr 
conſiderable, they will be always angry, or ſeeking | 
occaſions for anger. n_ 
Why, now, Mr. Hickman—Why, now, Nangy. ts 
(as I was huddling in the pacquet between my Gown 17 
and my Stays at her entrance) You have a Letzt Jt 
brought you this inftant.—While the mode/t man, with 5 
his pauſing brayings, Mad-da - Mad- dam, looked azif, 75 
he knew not what er he had beſt to run, and leave me 
and my Mother to fight it out, or to ſtand his ground, It 
and ſee fair play. 1 ."... a 
Tt would have been poor to tell a lye for it. Sh 1 
flung away. I went out at the oppoſite door, to read | R 
the contents; leaving Mr. Hickman to exerciſe his, d 
white teeth upon his thumb: nails. 13 
When J had read your Letters, I went to find out 10 J 
my Mother. I told her the generous contents, and 1 
that you deſired, that the prohibition might be adhered, %, 
to. I propoſed your condition, as from myſelf; and, Au 
was rejected, as above. 5 bio , 
She ſuppoſed, She was finely painted between two, n 
< young creatures, who had more wit than prudencę, [hg 
And inftead of being prevailed upon by the generoſty % te 
of your ſentiments, made uſe of your opinion only to fire 
confirm her own, and renewed her prohibitions, ul x. 
charging me to return no other anſwer, but that ſhen uh 
did renew them. Adding, that they ſhould ſtand, ll | ich 
your Relations were reconciled to you; hinting, ab if, Ju bin 
ſhe had engaged for as much; and expected my com Sixt 


. £ 


I thought of your reprehenſions, and was meet, - 
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nah not. pleaſed. And let me tell you, my dear, that as 
15 in 1 I can ſatisfy my own mind, that Good is in- 
tb. I ded, and that it is hardly poſſible that Evil ſhould 
wr. eiue from our correſpondence—As long as I. know, 
this prohibition proceeds originally from the ſame 
UN 91 minds which have been the occaſion of all 
'miſchiefs— As long as I know, that it is not your 
Aale if your Relations are not reconciled to you; and 
Mm, cht pon conditions which no reaſonable people would 
ng ae —Vou muſt give me leave, with all deference to 
% Yyour judgment, and to your excellent leſſons (which 
cy, nu reach almaſi every caſe of this kind but the 
WA, ent) to inſiſt upon your writing to me, and that mi- 
tt Fntely, as if this prohibition had not been laid. 
Wy tis not from Humour, from Perverſeneſs, that I 
81, unt upon this. I cannot expreſs how much my heart 
me Jim your concerns. And you muſt, in ſhort, allow 
od Jus to think, that if I can do you ſervice by writing, I 
tell be better juſtified in continuing to write, than my 
Mt bther is in her prohibition. | 2 | | 
90 | But yet, to ſatisfy you all I can, I will as ſeldom re- 
ys, un anſwers, while the Interdict laſts, as may be con- | 
tent with my notions of friendſhip, and the ſervice 1 
wil Weyou, and can do you. „ wr 
Ats your expedient of writing by Hickman [And | 
ue, my dear, your mode/? man comes in: And as | 
an; n lore Modeſty in that Sex, I will do my endeavour, . 
v1 0 | holding him at a proper diſtance, to keep him in 
ta ar favour] I know what you mean by it, my ſweet = 
fend. It is to make that man ſignificant with me. 
da to the correſpondence, THAT hall go on, Ido 
ehre you, be as ſcrupulous as you pleaſe - So that that ; 
o del not ſuffer if I do not cloſe with your propoſal as 


; 
" 
S £7 


eim. Th 4 
k, Jag tell you, that it will be honour enough 


ie dim to have his name made uſe of ſo frequently be- 
oi ant us. This, of itſelf, is placing a confidence in 


* u that will make him walk bolt upright, and * 
tf | = 


. 


„ 


to this man, and for abuſe of power. But I profels, 
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his white hand, and his. fine diamond ring; and mdf 


FP 
# 


mightily lay down his Services, and his Pride to 999 


and his Diligence, and his Fidelity, and his Conti 
ances to keep our Secret; and his Excuſes, and his 
Evaſtons to my Mother, when challenged by her; 
with fifty and's beſide. And will it not moteover g 
him pretence and excuſe oftener than ever to pad g 
it hither to good Mrs. Howe's fair daughter? 
But to admit him into my company tete a tete, and 


into my cloſet, as often as I would wiſh to write to 


you; I only to dictate to his pen—my Mother all the 
time ſuppoſing that I was going to be heartily in doe 
with him Lo make him —. 20 of my ſentimentz, 
and of my heart, as I may ſay, when I write to you— 


Indeed, my dear, / won't. Nor, were I martied to 


the beſt HE in England, would I honour him with the 
communication of my correſpondences. N 
No, my dear, it is ſufficient, ſurely, for him to parade 
it in the character of our Letter-conveyer, and to be 
honoured in a Cover. And never fear but, modeſt as 
you think him, he will make enough of that. 
You are always blaming me for want of genefolity 


my dear, I cannot tell how to help it. Do, deaty 
now, let me ſpread my plumes a little, and now-and- 
then make myſelf feared. This is my Time, you 
know, ſince it will be no more to my credit, than 
his, to give myſelf thoſe airs when I am married. He 
has a joy when I am pleaſed with him, that he would 
not knoy, but for the pain my diſpleaſure gives him. 

Men, no more than women, know how to make g 
moderate uſe of power. Is not that ſeen every day 
from the Prince to the Peaſant ? If I do not mak 


Hickman quake now-and-then, he will endeavour It 
make me fear. All the animals in the creation a 


more or leſs in a ſtate of hoſtility with each other 
The Wolf, that runs away from a Lion, will devout 


a Lamb the next Moment. I remember, that I wi 
| once 
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ance ſo enraged at a game · chicken that was continu- 
pecking at another (a poor humble one, as I 
taught him) that I had the offender caught, and with- 
more ado, in a Pet of Humanity, wrung his neck 
„ + What followed this execution ? Why th 

ew. inſolent, as ſoon as his inſulter was gone, and 
mas continually pecking at one or two under him. 
eck-and be hanged, ſaid I—-I might as well have pre- 
ved the firſt; for I ſee it is the nature of the beaſt. 


I Excuſe, my flippancies. Lwiſh I were with you. I 


would make you ſmile in the midſt of your graveſt 


im, as I. uſed to do. O that you had accepted of my 
Ar to attend you ! But nothing that J offer, will you 


reept—Take care Vou will make me very angry 
nich you: And when I am, you know I value no- 
y.: For, dearly as I love you, I muſt be, and can- 
wt always help it. 21 * 


LETTER XIII. 

Mi CL ARLSsA HARLOwE, To Miſs Hows. 
10 875 110 ag Friday, April 21. 
MN Lovelace communicated to me this morning 
early, from his intelligencer, the news of my 
Iother's Scheme. I like him the better for making 
ey light of it; and for his treating it with contempt. 


And indeed, had I not had the hint of it from you, 1 


Wuld have ſuſpected it to be ſome contrivance of his, 
order to haſten me to town, where he has long 
eiiie on Hos apt 

Ae read me the . paſſage in that Leman's Letter, 
Mich is pretty much to the effect of what you wrote 
me from Miſs Lloyd; with this addition, that one 


Moleton, a maſter of a Scots veſſel, is the man, wo 
o be the principal in this act of violence. | 
Thave ſeen him. He has been twice entertained at 
e "EN 


-Hatlowe- 
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Why that other 


ANNA Hows. 


1 
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Harlowe - Place, as my Brother's friend. He hade I 
air of a very bold and fearleſs man; and I fänepat I io 
m uſt be his project 3 TY Brother, J ſuppoſe, ws I 4 
to every-body of the raſh Rep I have taten; pte J 
did not ſpire me before he hid this ſeeming Yeaſon'ty h 
This Singleton lives at Leith; ſo, perhaps, Dan | i 
to be carried tõ my Brother's houſe not far fm uit | th 
p ²˙ A 
Puttin theſe paſſages together, I am not 1 ie 


apprehenſive, that the ae lighthy as 2 | 
from his fearleſs temper, treats it, may de Ken 
ſ&q | ; $ 


to be carried into execution; and of the cf fi 
| that may attend it, if it be. 4 
| I aſked Mr. Lovelace, ſeeing him ſo frank'and&, 
what he would adviſe me to do? ire e Ae 
Shall I aſk you, Madam, what are your dn 
thoughts? — Wby J return the queſtion, ſaid he, is, 
Becauſe you have been ſo very earneſt that I ſhould } d 
leave you as ſoon as you are in London, that I know | av 
| not what to propoſe, without offending- ou. 
| Muy opinion is, ſaid I. Se ſhould ſtudipuſly con | I 
| ceal myſelf from the knowlege of 'every-body'but | 
Miſs Howe; and that you ſhould leave me out of I t 
hand; ſince they will certainty concfude, that where | df 
one is, the other is not far off: And it is eaſier to frace Un 
"you hn gy. SH S10699940 0G DIP: 2 ARON 
Fou would not ſurely wiſh, ſaid he, to fall'Itito yvir ] 
Brother's hands by fich | 


a violent meaſure as this? I you 
propoſe not to throw myſelf officiouſly in their way; eon 
but ſhould they have reaſon to think I avoided them f We 
would not that whet their diligence to find you, and ime: 
their 8 attempt to carry you off; and ſubjes I my: 

me to inſu ies age 


ts that no man of ſpirit can bear? 


Lord bleſs me! ſaid I, to what has this one fatal ] 1 8 

ſtep that J have been betrayed int -- 
Deareſt Madam, let me beſeech you to fotbearti | itled 

harſh language, when you ſee, by this new 9 mah 
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nde how determined they were upon carrying their ald 
at ones, had you not been betrayed, as you call it. Havue 
It; offered to defy, the Laws of Society, as this Brother 
te f yours muſt do, if F 
d {| projet? I hope you will be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
iy | there are as violent and as wicked enterpriſers as my- 
am | del — But this is ſo. very wild a project, that I think 
tit 1 there can be no room for apprehenſions from it. I 
{| know your Brother well. When at College, he had 
tle | aways a romantic turn: But never had a head for 
, | any-thing but to puzzle and confound himſelf, A 
00 half invention, and a whole conceit; but not maſter 
of talents to do himſelf good, or others harm, but as 
„ I} thoſe others;gave him the power by their oven folly. 
8, This is very volubly run off, Sir But violent 
I pirits are but too much alike; at leaſt in their methods 
un e reſenting. You will not preſume to make yourſelf 
is, Js leſs innocent man ſurely, who had determined to 
brave my whole family in perſon, if my folly had mot 
| raved your the raſhneſs, and them the inſult a 
Dear Madam — Still muſt it be folly, raſhneſs l. — 
It is as impoſſible for you to think tolerably of any- 
»hody gut of your own family, as it is for- any one in 
it io deſerve your Love! Forgive me, deareſt. Creature! 
did not love you as never man loved a woman, 
might appear more indifferent to preferences ſo un- 
I ſeſervedly made. But let me aſk you, Madam, What 
your baue you borne from me? What cauſe have I given 
1 you to treat me with ſo much ſeverity, and: ſo. little 
ay; | confidence ? And what have you not borne from 
hem tem? Malice and III- will, indeed, ſitting in judg- 
and ] ment upon my character, may not give ſentence: in 
bjet n fayour: But what of your own fnoꝛolege have you 
Fatal '} Spirited queſtions, were they not, my dear? And 
i they were aſked with as ſpirited an air. I was ſtar- 
th ed. But I was reſolved not to deſert myſelf. 
ene, als this a #ime, Mr. Lovelace, is this a proper occa- 
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knows not what: refperifu Love is /]; and gazed upon 
me, at if he would | through.  . -. 
le was till more declarative afterwards indeed, 4 
hall mention by-and-by : But it was half-extorted 
. JF 
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Lion taken, to give yourſelf theſe high airs tome, a young 
creature deſtitute of protection? It is a ſurpriſing que- 
{tion you aſk me. Had I aught againſt you oF yi 
Fnowlege—T can tell you, Sir—And away 1 Wound 
. He ſnatched my hand, and beſought me not to K 
him in diſpleaſure. He pleaded his paſſion for me. 
my ſeverity to him, and partiality for thoſe from whom 
I had ſuffered ſo much; and whoſe intendedwvioltice 


he ſaid, was now the ſubject of our deliberation, © 


. C was forced tohew him: nh Nt 0M 
\ You condeſcended, deareſt Creature, ſaid he, 70 fl 
my advice, It is very eaſy, give me leave to ſay, t 
adviſe you what to do. I hope I may, on this ven 
caſion, ſpeak without offence, notwith/tanding you? ff. 


mer injunttions—Y ou ſee that there can be no ho 


Reconciliation with your Relations. Can you, Matam, 


conſent to honour with your. hand, a wretch' whe 
. e (31:2 Th 11908 
you have never yet obliged with one voluntary tavdlir 


have looked me through. 


1 


My heart ſtruggled violently between reſentment i 7 
4 and fare, "bo be thus teazed by one who ſeemed 40 4. 
have all bis paſſions at command, at a time when 1 J drt 
had very little over mine; till at laſt I burſt into tea, | 47 
and was going from him in high diſguſt ; when, throw- %, 


ing his arms about me, with an air, however, the-moſt 


. tenderly reſpectful, he gave a Siupid turn to the ſubject. 
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it was, far from his heart, he ſaid, to take ſo much 
itvantage of the freight, which the diſcovery of my 
ther's fooliſh project had brought me into, as to 
rnew, without my permiſſion, a propoſal which, I had 
hitherto diſcountenanced; and which for that reaſon— 
And then he came with his ,half*/entences, apolo: 
nzing for what he had not ſo much as half-propoſed.. 
2" {© Surely, he had not the inſolence to intend to teaze 
ne, te, to ſee if I could be ig to ſpeak what became 


am ne not to ſpeak—But, whether he had or not, it di 
gan de me; inſomuch that my very heart was fretted, 
b 


a hy that I was very unhappy. - And juſt then-recol- 
7 


or 
ty 


14 - 
1 | NF » & ©" 
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1 might add to the uneaſineſs, which it muſt be viſible to 
50e lim I had, when he reflected upon the irreconcileable- 
55 tels of my friends, and upon what might follow from 
ment Us unaccountable project of my Brother 
ied | 5 promiſed to be governed by me in every-thing. 


my hai Again the wretch, inſtead of preſſing his former 
423k | Jeton, aſked me, If I forgave him for the humble 
hrow- ut þe had made to me bs ; What had I to do, but to 
er a palliation of my confulion, ines it ſerved me 


bjedt. Wi arti £3 ok a tun agar id 17 1 S. 
| | L I told 
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I told him, I had hopes it would not be long beftre” 
Mr. Morden arrived; and, doubted: not, that that 
gentleman would be the readier- to engage in my fa. 
vour, when he found, that T made no other uſe of his! 
(Mr. Lovelace's) affiftance, than to free myſelf from 
the addreſſes of a man ſo diſagreeable to me as Mr. 


Salmes: I muſt therefore wiſh, that every- thing migbt. K 
remain as it was, till I could hear from my Couſin- I! 


This, altho' teazed by him as L was, was not, you 
ſee, my dear, a denial. But he muſt throw himſelf 
into a heat, rather than try to perſuade; which a 
other man, in his ſituation, I ſhould think, would 
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have done: And'this warmth obliged me to adhered 19 


my ſeeming negative. 


This was what he ſaid, with a vehemence that muſt fe 


harden any woman's mind, who had a ſpirit abo 
being frighted into paſſiveneſs: 
Good God I— And will you, Madam, ſtill reſolve 
to ſhew me, that I am to hope for no ſhare in your 
favour, while any the remoteſt proſpe& remains, that 
you will be received by my bittereſt enemies, at the 
price of my utter rejection ? [34 3 LEY © ef Eg. 
This was what I returned, with warmth, and with l 
ſalving Art 20 Vou have ſeen, Mr. Lovelace, how 
much my Brother's violence can affect me: But you 
will be miſtaken, if you let looſe yours upon me, with 
a thought of terrifying me into meaſures the contrity 
of which you have acquieſced wittn. 
He only befought me to ſuffer his future otrious to 
ſpeak for him; and, if I faw him worthy of any ſa- 
vour, that I would not let him be the only perſon 
within my knowlege who was not intitled to my Con: 


i * « 
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Tou refer to a future time, Mr. Lovelace; ſo do], 
for the future proof of a merit you ſeem to think fol 
the pa time wanting: And ju/tly you think ſo. And 
I was again going from him. { 1 

One word more he begged me to hear He was 
wy 3 determined 
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termined Rudiouſly to avoid all miſchief, and every 
ey that might lead to miſchief, let my Brother's pro- 
ang, ſhort of a violence upon my perſon, be what. 
ex would: But if any attempt that ſhould extend to, 
tb; Were to be made, would I have him, to be a. 
wet ſpeQator of my, being ſeized, or carried back, 
$08: board,' by this Si 8 00 caſe of extre- 
nity, was he not permitted to ſtand up in my defence? 
"Stand up in my defence, Mic, Loyglace 1— 1 ſhould 
very miſerable, were there to be à call for that. 
do you think I might not be ſafe and private in, 
gndon ? By your friend's deſcription of the widow's, 
ws I ould think Tight be fs there. ©. 
he widow's houle, he replied, as deſcribed by his 
end, being a back-bouſe, within a front;ane,” and 
king to 4 garden, 1 than to a ſireet, had the 
Qearance of privacy: But if, when there, it was not 
proved, it would be eaſy to find another more to my 
ale ſhould be, to write to my Uncle Harlowe as one 
[my Truftees, and wait the iſſue of it here at Mrs 
rlings's, fearleſly directing it to be anſwered hither. 
be afraid of little ſpirits, was but to uc eh in- 


L 


(with his buts again in the ſame breath !] that he durſt 
ü L 4 | but 
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but juſt touch hen. He hoped; however, that I would | : 
think their violence a ſufficient inducement for me to p 
take ſuch a wiſhed- for reſolution. 4 | 
Inwardly vexed, I told him, That he himſelf ha 
propoſed to leave me when I was in town: Tha 
pected he would: And that, when I was known 
abſolutely independent, I ſhould conſider —— to 
Write, and Wha to do: But that, While be 7 6 
me, T neither would nor could. 
He would be very ſincere with! me, hs faid "This 
project of my Brother's had changed the face of thin 
He muſt, before he leſt me, ſee whether I ſhould:þr 
ſhould not approve of the London widow,::and-henk- 
mily, if I choſe to go thither. - They might be people 
whom my Brother might buy. But if he ſaw they 
were perfons of integrity, he then might go for a day 
or two, or ſo. But he muſt needs ſay; he could nat 
leave me longer at a time. eee 
Do you propoſe, Sir, faid I, to take up your loch 
-ings in the houſe: where I ſhall lodge? - 12 me 
- He did not, he ſaid; as he knew the ufer i | 
to make of his abſence; and my punctilio—And:yet 
the houſe where he had lodgings was new-frontir 
and not in a condition to receive him: But he 
o to his friend Belford's, in Soho; or pes 
e might reach to the ſame: gentleman” s houſe at 
iis. over-night, and return on the mornings, 
till he had reaſon to think this wild 2 2 anc: 
Brother's laid aſide. But to no Denen un 
then ſhould he care to ven tus. „ 3 ofr 
: IThe reſult of all was, to r Out on Monday-nat 
| ee 1 2 TY 192 in ane hour. 1 
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. LovzlAck, 75 Jour Briron o, EH 1 
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=; it was not probable,” wh ts Tab "could Five 


- articular an account 0 her own confuſion, In the the 
* ein ng ſcene ſhe mentions on Mr. Eovelace 7 offering 
iel, to her acceptance; the. 10 . Ng 2x ext aer are. 
made. From his Letter 0 of the « 400 gate. * 


und now, Belford, RW WA dh 1 if like the | 
:ty-buzzing about the bright taper, I like to have | 
indged-the ſilken wings of my liberty? Never wis 
man in grencer danger of —. caught in bis ' own 
ares: All my views anticipated; all my ſchemes 
untried; the admirable creature not brought to town; 
or one effort made to know if ſhe be oy Ange * 
Woman. 

A offered myſelf to her acceptance, with a ſudden⸗ 
neſs, tis true, that gave her no time to wrap herſelf 
reſerve; and in terms /z/s tender than r, tend- 
ing to'upbra'd her for her paſt indifference, and to re- 
mind her of her Injunctions: For it was the fear of her 
Brother, not her Love of me, that had inclined her - 5 
4ifpenſe with thoſe In junctions. 

I never beheld fo ſweet a confuſion. What a alaty 3 
the penſil, could it do juſtice to it, and to the 
mingled impatience which viſibly informed every fea- 
ture of the moſt meaning and moſt beautiful face in the 
„ vorld ] She hemmed twice or thrice: Her look, now 
next focharmingly filly, then ſo ſweetly ſignifioant; üll at 
ft, the: lovely teazer, teazed by my heſitating ex- 
Je jefation of her anſwer, out of all power of articulate: 
wi I feech; burſt into tears, and was turning from me 
nx with precipitation, when, gy to fold her in 
n my happy arms — O think not, beſt beloved of my 
bart, faid I, think not that this motion, which you - 


5 1 
err 5 Map; 


8 = 


4. 


— ——ů— 


<> 


TY + 
„ 
k . 
EE 


| 
{ 


A — — 


246 e Hisronr of K 


may believe to be ſo contrary to your former Ininn⸗ 
dons, proceeds from #:defignito avail myſelf of the 
cruelty of your relations: If I have d:/ebliged you by 
it (and you know with what reſpectful tenderneſi l 
have . to hint it) it ſhall be v7 utmoſt dare 
for the future There b eee n * 1 
Then ſhe ſpoke; but with Veation-=I ame am 
ers unhappy Tears trickling down her crimſon 
cheeks; and her ſweet face, as my arms ſtill-incircled 
the fineſt waiſt in the world, ſinking upon my ſhoul- 
der; the dear creature ſo abſent, that ſhe E mak 


the honour-ſhe permitted me. 


"But wp, pechriy uubaggy, my decer© Lib, Tal 


1 Al the gratitude that ever overflowed fl heh 
of the moſt obliged of men— 00 


Juſtiee to myſelf there ſtopt my mouth ; far what 
gratitude did I-owe her for obligations ſo involuntary? 
Then recovering herſelf, and her uſual reſerves, 
and ſtruggling. to free herſelf from my claſping arms, 


How now, Sir! ſaid ſhe, with a cheek more indigs _ 


nantly Slowing, and eyes of a fiercer luſtre. 
I gave way to her angry ſtruggle; but, abſolutely 
overcome by ſo charming a diſplay of innocent con- 
fuſion, I caught hold of her hand, as ſhe was flying 
from me; and, kneeling at her feet, O my angel, 


ſaid I (quite dell itute of reſerve, and hardly knowing 


the tenor of my own ſpeech; and had a parſon been 


. there, I had certainly been a gone man) receive the 


vows of your faithful Lovelace. Make him yours,and 


only yours, for. ever. This will anſwer every end. 


Who will dare to form plots and ftratagems againftmy 


* Wife? That you are not ſo, is the ground of all their 


fooliſh attempts, and of their inſolent hopes in Solmes's 
favour. —O be mine! — I beſeech you (thus on my: 
knee I beſeech you) to be mine. We fhall then have 


all the world with us: And every-body will applaud 


an event that every-body expects. 
Was the devil in me — I no more intended all this 


ecſtatic 
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ſtatic nonſenſe, han I thought the ſame moment of 
Hing in the air! All power is with this charming 


E 
in the arduous trill et. 
:Pigſt thou ever before hear of a man uttering ſo- 
lemn things by an involuntary impulſe, in defiance of 
ftameditation, and of all his own proud ſchemes ? 
But this ſweet creature is able to make a man forego 
every purpoſe of his heart chat is not favourable to her. 
Aud A verily think, I chould be inclined to ſpare her 
AMfurther trial (and yet what trial has ſhe had?) were 
* for ;the. contention that her vigilance has ſet on 
ot, - which ſhall overcome the other, Thou knoweſt 
y genergſity to my un-contending Roſebud. —And 
— do I qualify my ardent aſpirations after 
gen this very fine creature, by this reflection :— That 
he moſt charming woman on earth, were ſhe an Em- 
preſs,” can excel the meaneſt, in the cuſtomary viſibles 
81 his the equality 85 the diſpenſation, to the 
Kince and the Peaſant, in this prime gift, WoM anc 
Well, but What was the reſult of this involuntary 
impulſe on my part? Wouldſt thou not think, I 
vas taken at my offer? An offer ſo ſolemnly made, 
ene knee tos? b e e eee 
Noſuch thing! Ihe pretty trifler let me off as 
ably.as I could have wiſhed, 
Her Brother's project, and to find, that there were 
50 hopes of a Reconciliation for her; and the appre- 
tenſion ſhe had of the miſchiefs that might enſue 
Theſe, not my der, nor leave , me, were the cauſes 
40 Mhich he aſcribed all her ſweet confuſion— High- 
treaſon the gſcription againſt my ſovereign pride Lo 
make Marriage with me, but a ſecond-place refuge; 
and as good as to tell me, that her confuſion was'ow- 
ing to her concern that there were no hopes that my 
memies would accept of her intended offer to renounce 
àman who had ventured his life for her, and was ſtill 
ante SOT 1 
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I incloſe the Letter from Joſeph Wen which] 


-Þ re-urged her to make me happy—But I was to be 


poſtponed tò her Couſin Morden's arrival. On him 


are no placed all her hopes. 
I raved; but to no purpoſdſe. 
— 17 eher 1 was to be 3 had: be 
40 her Aunt ervey; to whichſhe hoped anne, 
Vet ſometimes; I think that fainter and fainter w 
have been her procraſtfinations, had I been a mam 
courage. But ſo fearful as I of offending!" 11) 
A A confounded: thing! The Man to be fo 'baſbkd; 
the Woman to want ſo much courting How full 
ty] _ uren ene no er mediatreſs inthe 
bes A 0 15 yo, Fork x . PT 
tT muſt beaten! "Tis. ſeldom; Howe 
ws a Love fo ardent as mine meets with a Spirit 
refigned in the ſame perſon. But true Love, Iaminov 
-convinceJ,: only wiſhes: Nor Rad it re active wil 
but that of the adorable object. i 417 ec 
But, O the charming — again to mentich 
London of herſelf! Had Singleton's plot been of 
0207 contriving, a more happy expedient could net 
have been thought of to induce her to reſume her puꝶ 
poſe of going thither; nor can I divine what could be 
her reaſon for poſtponing it. 4,01 e 


mentioned to thee in mine of Monday laſt (a), wil 
my Anſwer to it. J cannot reſiſt 1 urges 


me to the communication. Otherwiſe, it were bet 


ter, perhaps, that I ſuffer thee to imagine, that thy 
Lady s Stars fight againſt her, and diſpenſe Go 
tunities in my favour which are 2 — 
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and it ple your) Henner, 20% 7575 — | 
wy is 8257 our Hbaner knoꝰ, às how Raue 
— a biſneſs L would have been 
xouſed from, if ſo be I could. For it is to gitt evi- 
denſe from a younge man, who is of late com d out 
b de my Cuzzen by my Granmother's ſide; and but 
— to live in — partes, about a verfy vile 
Maſter: calls it, relating to your 
+ Bod Debi I ſhould call it fo without your 
Rafe. It is not for ſo plane a man as I be, to tacks 
y betters. It is conſarning one Miſs Fan 
Notingam; a very pritty crature, beli kee. 
Hour Honner got her away, it ſeems, by afalſe Letter 
to her, macking believe as howe her She cuzzen that 
ſbe derely loved, was cumming to ſee her; and was 
nacken ill upon the rode: And fo Miſs Batirton ſet 
vut in a Shaſe, and one ſarvant, to fet her Cuzzen 
from the Inne where ſhe laid ſick, as ſhe thote: And 
the ſarvante was tricked, and braute back the Shaſe:; 
but Miſs Batirton was not harde of for a month or 
ſol And when it came to paſſe, that her frends found 
ler oute, and would have proſſecuted your Honner, 
— was gone abroad: And ſo ſhe was 
ute to bed, as one may ſay, before your Honner's 
return': And ſhe. got colde in her lyin- inn, and lan- 
quitched; and ſoon died: And the Child is living; 
dat your Honner never trubbles your Honner's hedd 
about it in the leaſt. And this and ſome ſuch other 
matters of verry bad reporte, Squier Solmes was to 
tell my younge Lady of, if ſo be ſne would have harde 
him ſpeke before we loſt her ſweet company, as I 


k RT hop . from heere (a). 


0 


hope your Honner will excuſe me: But I was 
FE, forſed 
5 See Vol. II. p. 79, Boz 7. e => hey 


230 de Hisrorr of 
forſed to tell all I harde, becauſe they had my Cuzzen 
a to them," Ag He gull — ſaid he had tolde me: 
So could not he mejely-mouthed, for fere tobe plon 
Jour Honner helped pre to man uggly ſtories w 
tell agenſt your Honner to my younge Maſtery! ar 
Vounge Miſtriſs ; butt did not tell me about this. 
I moſt humbelly baſeche your Honner tobe gon 
and kinde and fethful to my deareſt yaunge Lady, 
now you have her; qr I Ahall brake my harte fe 
having done ſome. dedes that have helped to dining 
:thipgs to this paſſe. Pray xoure dere good FIAn¹U, 
rhe gutt Prayey do As, God ſhall love ye! pff 
do .- cannot write no more for this preſſent, ft 
—_ fear and grief— 9374177 11 27316 +98 wo 
ut now I am cumm' | 
youre Honner be pleſed 10 tell me, if as how: then 
be any danger to your; Honner's life from, this biſneſs 
for my Cuazen is actlie hier'd to go down to 
Betirton's frendes to {ee if they will ſtur in ĩt: For oi 
muſt kno your Honner, as how he lived in the Bati- 
ton family at the time, and could be a good evidenſe 
and all chat. e e e e 
I hope it was not ſo verry bad, as Tittus ſays t 
was; for hee ſes as how there was a Rape in the caſe 
betwixt you at ſurſte, and pleſe your Honner; all 
my Cuzzen Titus is a verry honniſt younge man 3 
eyer brocke bred. This is his charackter; and thb 
made me willinger to owne him for my Relatioꝶ 
when we came to talck. W N ee 
If there ſhould be danger of your Honner's life, 
hope your Honner will not be hanged like as won 
us comon men: Only have your hedd cut off, or ſ 
And yet it is pitty ſuch aihedd; ſhauld-be loſſed ; But 
if as how it ſhoulde be proſſekutid to that futh 
which God forbid, be pleſed natheleſs to thinck oe 
youre fethful Joſeph Leman, before your hedd be 
condemned ; for after condemnation, as I have beet 
told, all will be the King's, or the Shreeves. 
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d to my writing agen, il 
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Ithote as how it was beſt to acquaint your Honner 
this ; and for you to let me xno-ꝰ if I could do any- 
bing to ſarve your Honner, and prevent miſchef with 
op Cuzzen Titus, on his coming back from Not- 
tngam, before he mackes his rep orte. 
have gin him a hinte alreddy: For what, as I fed 
6 him, Cuzzin Titus, ſignifies ſturring up the coles, 
d macking of ſtrief, to macke ritch gentilfokes live 
tyarience, and to be cutting of throtes, and ſuch- 
E c | = 
Se trewe; ſed little Titus. And this and pleſe 
nner gis me. hopes of him, if ſo be your 
* gis me directions: ſen, às God kno'ss, I 
ne a poor, a verry poor invention; only a willing 
nind to prevent miſchef, that is the cheif of my aim, 


ind always was, I bleſs my God !—Els I could have 


made mutch miſchef in my time; as indede any far- 
ent may. Your Honner natheleſs praiſes my jnven- 
ton every now- and-then: Alaſs! and pleſe your 
fonner, what invention ſhould ſuche a plane man as 
have? — But when your Honner ſets me agoing by 
yur fine invention, 1 can do well enuff. And I am 
ure I have a harty good will to deſerve your Honner's 
ayer, if I mought. 0 * ( 

Two days, as I may ſay, off and on, have T heen 
miting this longe Letter. And yet I have not ſed all 
would ſay. For be it knone unto your Honner, as 
how I do not like that Capten Singelton, which I told 
ou of in my tiuo laſi Letters. He is always laying his 
bedd and my young Maſter's hedd together; and I 
ſuſpect much if ſo be ſum miſchef is not going on be- 
tween them: And till. the more, as becauſe my 
adeſt young Lady ſemes to be joined to them ſome- 


Laſt week my young Maſter ſed before my faſe, 
My harte's Blood boiles over, Capten Singelton, for re- 
Widge upon this—And he called your Honner by a 
dame, it is not for ſuch a won as me to ſay what. 

| | Capten 
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-apten Siagghop wilpred » my younge Mater, I 
was by. 2 2 tinge Maſter ſed, Lou may ſay 2 
Be fore Yo for altbeſf be looks fo" ſeellie, he:hasn 
good a 25 and as goed a Beda, as any ſar uantr in th 
worlde-nede to habe. My conſcience. tuched me 
then. But why Hhoulde i it? when all I do, is tou 
vente miſchelf; and ſeeing your Honner has ſo mad 
patience, which younge Maſter has not; ſo-am mt 
affeard « of telling 1 Honner any-thing whatſoms 
Ser. eee 

And furthermore I ves ſuche a deſire to defaive 
your Honner's bounty to me, as mackes me let ho: 
thin pa aſs I can tell you of, to prevent harm: And 
too-belides' your Honner's goodneſs about the Bun 
Bore; EP F have ſo good an'accounte of {batt 
ſure Tſhall be bounden to bleſs your Honner the Fm 
day I have to-ave: 7-7 

And then the Blew Bore 1 is hot all end ſew; 
and plefe your Honner, the pretty Sowe ( God fon 
give me for geſting in ſo ſerus a matter) runs in 

edd likewiſe. I believe I ſhall love her mayhap more 
than your Honner would have me; for ſhe begim 
kind and good-humered, and liſtens, and ple 
your Honner, licke as if fhe was among beans,” When 

[ talck about the Blew Bore, and all that. 

Prayey your Honner forgive the geſting of a pobt 
plane man. We comon fokes have our joys, aid 
pleſe your Honner, lick as our betters have; and i 
we be ſometimes ſnubbed, we can find our undeli 

to ſnub them agen: And if not, we can git a 
mayhap, and ſnub her: So are Wales ſome how 


other ourſells. 


But how I try your SPIN! 8 patience — 


will ſhow their joifut hartes, tho'ff but in 3 
when encouredg d. 
Be pleſed from the prems's to let me Tay if as how 
I can be put upon any ſarvice to farve your Honner, 
and to * * deereſt younge Tn iy; 3 which on 
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vant Fe or I begin to be affearde ſor her, heading 
what-pepel talck To be fare. your Henner will not 
iber no harme, as a man may, ſay, But 1 kno? 
ur-Honner muſt be good to ſo won erous a younge 
ly.) How can you help it? But hęere my con- 
linde ſmites me, that G D my;ſtaries, which 
yur Honner taute me, my old Maſter Fe my old 14555 
ihe tio ol Squiers, -would not have been 
be balf ſo ld dt as they be, for all "has 1 young 
and young Miftreſs ſafes. 
And here is the ſad thing; they cannot. b come to 
dere up matters with my deereſt young Lady, be 
caſe, as your Honner bas ordered it, the Los ee 
fories-as if bribed by me out of your B s ſar- 
ant; which miſt not be known for fere you ſhould 
kiln and me too, and blacken the briber Ab! 
Jour Honner! — I dovte as that I am a very Vild 
kllow. ( dub (Lord bleſs may; Soul I pray Goc). and did not 
intend . „ . | 
But if my 8 younge Lady. ſhould. come . to 
harm, and pleſe your Honner, the horſepond at the 
Bore— But Lord preſerve us all from all bad 
micheff, and all bad endes, I pray the Lord — For 
'#-your. Honner is kinde to me in worldly pelff, 
yet what /hall a man git to loos his ſaul, as holy: Skrit- 
tuer ſays, and pleſe your Honner; 
Z But natheleſs I am in hope of reppentence hereafter; 
but a younge man, if I do wrong thro” ignor- 
48; your Honner being a grate, man, and a grate 
vit; and I a poor crature, not worthy. notice; and 
hom onner able to anſwer for all, But howlomever 


e dur Hane $ ae abe in „ deutie, fry 
was! 04 _Jorxen bones a 


121 e een ene e 


LETTER 


. The Hisnon r . 


245-7 N. n IG 51. and; | Ls 
e een M., e e 0 
. Lover Acr, To N 8 119 


| 40% Losen 
Hi Jug,  Mongay, 4 Pre, in. 
ave a worſe opinion, of your, invention than 
you ought to have. I muſt praiſe. it again. 
a. SA man's head I have not e Feen g 
than yours. How often have your forec 
cretion anſwered my wiſhes in cafes which. 0 
foreſee, not knowing how my general . e ou 
ſucceed, or what might happen in * RAY on of 
them! You are too doubtful of your ; own abili 
honeſt Joſeph, that is your fault. But it being 5 
that is owing to natural modeſty, you, ought rather, . 
1 7 for it than Hamed. ile 
he affair of Miſs Betterton was a . froli 5 
IJ love dearly. to exerciſe. my invention. | 
you, Joſeph, that I have ever had more ple ER 
my Congrivances, than in the End Oven Lam no 
ſenſual man; but a man 9 975 | 
another—You coach oy me Courſing.all 
the ſport is made by the 7 Tur — 4 barn-din 
Chick is better eating. Now you. tale me, Je Ph v4 
Miss Betterton was but. a Tradeſman': s daughter, 
The family indeed were grown rich, and aimed aba 
eg of Gentry; and were W bleme A cpu 
to. = man of my, famil y would . marry her 15 
boneft. I gave ON young Lady no hops of that; for 
put it to me. She reſented : Kept up, and was þ keyt 
up. A little innocent Contriyance WAS NE \fary to 
9 her out—But no Rape in the caſe, I aſſure j 


oſeph he lay loved her. Indeed, When 
got ey the aK T's I 
cruel” to aſk a modeſt woman for her conſent. It i 
creating difficulties to both. Had not her friends been 
officious, I had been conſtant and faithful to her 0 
this day, as far as I kn.] For then I had not know 


myAngel, , 


er! 


ed her no queſtions. It ß 
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went not abroad upon her account. She loved me 
wo well, to have appeared againſt me. She refuſed to 
len a paper they had drawn up for her, to found a 
proſecution upon: And the brutal creatures would not 
permit the mid wife's aſſiſtance, till her life Was in dan- 
7 and I believe to this her death was rs © 1 
went into mourning for ber, tho' abroad at the 
nal A diſtinction I haye ever paid to thoſe worthy | 
ures who die in childbed by me. 
'T'was ever nice in my Loves. Theſe wete the rules 
Paid down to myſelf on my entrance into active Hfe: 
Toſſet the Mother above want, if her friends were 
ciel, and if I could not get her an huſband worthy 
To ſhun common women: A piece of Fe 
Rue to innocent Ladies, as well as to m fell: 
marry off a former miſtreſs, if poſſible, bats re 1 
6a hew one: To maintain a Lady handſomely in her 
hug in: To provide for the nude one, if it lived, ac- 
Grding to the degree of its möther: T into 
os for the mother, if ſhe died. And the pro- 
ſe of this was à great comfort to the pretty dears, 25 
| near their times. 
"AY my errors, all my expences, have been with 
ad upon women. So I could acquit my conſcience 


EE 


b 


n | (ing thus honourably by them) as yell as my diſ- 
Ag as to point of fortune. 
ul | AV nien love women : And find me 2 man of more 


lohour in theſe points, if you can, Joſe 
"No wonder ene ber ws me as hey oh 4 1 
But now J am ſtrictl virtyous. I am reformed: 
bo T have been for a long, long time: Refolving to 
— 57 as ſoon as I can prevail upon the moſt ad- 
Mable" of women to have me. I think of no- body 
ale, It is impoſſible I fhould. I have ſpared very 
pretty girls for her ſake. Very true, Joſeph So ſet 
jor honeſt heart at reft—You ſee the Pie 'E We to 


usfy your qualms,” 
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would not now part with him, on any 
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I love your jeſting. - Jeſting better becomes þ 2h 
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lay; all we do, all we wiſh for, is a jeſt, He that makes I 3 
Life itſelf not ſo, is a fad fellow, and has the wor 0 
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I doubt not, Joſeph, but you have had your joys, 55 


_ 
you ſay, as well as your betters. May you have more Þ 1 
and more, honeſt Joſeph.!—He. that grudges a poor I iy 
man joy, ought to have none himſelf. Jeſt on thete- 5) 
fore: Jeſting, I repeat, better becomes you, than | 5 
„ 0 rt: Z-:4e01 

I had no, need to tell you of Miſs Betterton; Did | yy; 
not furniſh, you with ſtories. enough without herb | % 
againſt myſelf, to augment your credit with your 
ning maſters? Beſides, I was loth to mention Miſs Be 
terton, her friends being all living, and in credit. 
loved her too; for ſhe was taken eke by her cru 
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But enough of dear Miſs Betterton. Dear, I ſay; 
A death endears. Reſt to her worthy ſoul here, 

eph, off went a deep fight to the e of Miſs | 

tterton! 1 
ns to the journey of little Titas (x now recollec 
he fellow by bis name) Let that take its courſe: 
Lady dying in childbed eighteen months ago; no pro- 
es begun in her life-time j refuſing herſelf to give 


Widence againſt me, while ſhe lived—Pretty « circum 


fances to found an indictment for a Rape upon! 
"As to your young Lady, the ever-adorable iſs 
a iſa” Harlowe, I always. courted her for a Wife. 
ers rather expected marriage from the vanity of 
weir on hearts, than from my promiſes. Fo or I Was 
| ays Careful of what [ promiſed. 'You know, Jo 
lüb, that T have gone beyond my promiſes to you. 1 
905 every- body: And why? Becauſe it is the; beſt 
iy 'of ſhewing,. that T have no grudging or narrow 
ji EA promt is an obligation. : 4 juſt nian will 
* Pros 7 A rams man will £o beyond; i it. 
I Mis my ru 
"I you doubt my honour to your ir young Lady, it is 
re than ſhe does. She would not Nay with me an 
Nie if ſhe' did. Mine is the ſteadieſt heart in the 
8. Haſt thou not reaſon to think it ſo r 
A queamiſhneſsthen, honeſt Joſeph?” 
But it is becauſe thou art honeſt; Sol forgive thee, 
wt hoever loves my divine Clarifla, loves me. 
et James Harlowe call me what names. he will, 
10 his Siſter's ſake I will bear them. Do not be con- 
cerned for me. Her favour will make me rich amends. 
His own vilely malicious heart will make his blood 
bit over at any time : And when it does, thinkeſt thou 
ar 1. will let it touch my conſcience?—And if 55 
% why ſhould it Welk thine © Ah! Joſeph, Jo 
11 What a fooliſh teazer is thy conſcience such 
conſcience, as gives a plain man trouble, when he 


intends to do for the beſt, is weakneſs, not — 
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But ſay what thou wilt, write all thou knoweſt c 
'S heareſt of, tome: I'H have patience with eyvery-body. 
1 Why ſhould I not, when it is as much the deſire of Þ 8 
| my heart, as it is of thine, to prevent miſchief? 
tisfy thy Conſcience, and/afhfwer: all thy doubts, anl. 

. to- baniſh all thy fears; let me come to a new point. 

-.- Your endeavours and mine, which were deſigned, 

by round-aboitt ways, to reconeile all, even againit the 
wills of the moſt :obſtinate, have not, we ſee, n · ie 
ſwered the end we hoped they would anſwer; but on I 0 
the contrary, have widened the unhappy differences Þ c 
between our families. But this has not been either I fl 
70 


2E your fault, or mine: It is owing to the black pitchlike I 
| blood of your venomous-hearted young Mafter,*boil- } 


ing over, as he owns, that our honeſt wiſhes have hi- vat 
therto: been fruſtra td. atk 8 
Vet we muſt proceed in the ſame courſe: Weſhall J 
tire them out in time, and they will propoſe terms; I xt 
and when they do, they ſhall find how reafonable mine I dor 
ſhall be, little as they deſerve fromme. | We 
Perſevere therefore, Joſeph; honeſt Joſephy per- I nf 


K ſevere; and, unlikely as you may imagine the means, put 
| - our:defires'will be at laſt obtained. 4 11-5207 I the 


Me have nothing for it now, but to go thrb? with | the 
our work in the way we haue begun. For ſince ( 1d 
told you in my laſt) my Beloved miſtruſts you, ſhe will I Lit 

blow you up if ſhe be not mine. If ſhe be, I can and wan 
will protect you; and as, if there will be any faultꝭ in J all 
her opinion, it will be rather mine than yours, ſhe ni I ing 
forgive you, and keep her huſband's ſecrets, for tie 
ſake of his reputation: Elſe ſhe will be guilty af: af : 
great failure in her duty. So, now you have ſet your Nou 


Diaand to the- plough, Joſeph, there is no looking bac, | Th 
; And what is the confequence of all this? One- Prib 


bour more, and that will be all that will fall to vc 
lot; at leaſt, of conſequence. Lan 
My Beloved is reſolved not to think of Manig. * 


kane: 


ler preſent cloſe convetſation; But ſince hie is taught 
5 | | t 


, Clariſſa Harlowe. 235 
be has tried to move her friends to a reconeiliation 


n her. You know they are determined not to be 


ſerohciled-. She has it in her head, I doubt not, tb 
nake me ſubmit to the people I hate; and if 1 did, 
they would rather inſult me, than teteive my conde- 
fenfion as they ought. She even owns; that ſhe will 
renounce me, if they inſiſt upon it, provided they will 
de up Solmes. So, to all appearance, I am till as far 
h ever from the happineſs of calling her mine: In- 
deed-I am more likely than ever to lofe her (if J can- 
not oontrive ſome way to avail myſelf of che preſent 
gitical ſituation); and then, Joſeph, all I have been 
Aadying, and all you have been doing, will ſignify 
War abe place where we ure, we cannot long be pri- 
te, The lodgings are inconvenient for us, while 


both together, and while ſhe refuſes to marry. She 


wants to get me at a diſtance from her. There are 
atraordinary convenient lodgings in my eye in Bon- 


don; where we could be private, and all miſchief 


woided. When there (if I get her thither) ſhe will 
naliſt, that I ſhall leave her. Miſs Hotve is for ever 
putting her upon contrivances. That, you knows, is 
the reaſon I have been obliged, by your ffieans, to 

the family off at Harlowesplace upon Mrs. Howe, 


und Mrs. Howe upon her Daughter Ah EHJeſeph 
Little need for your fears for my Anger: ofily am in 
danger But were T the free liver J am reported to be, 
M this could I get over with a wet finger, as the ſay- 


But, by the help of one of your hints, I have thought 


af an Expedient which will do everything; and rdiſe 
Four reputation, tho' already ſo high, higher ſtill. 


This Singleton, I hear, is a fellow who loves enter- 

The view he has to get James Harlowe to be 
dis principal owner in à larger veſſel which he wants 
tobe put into the command of, may be the ſubject of 


O 


_ to affiſt him with his whole ſhip's crew, upon — 
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to have fo good-an opinion of you, Joſeph, cannot you 
(ſtill pretending an abhorrence of me, and of m 2 


trivanees) propoſe to Singleton to propoſe to 
Harlowe (who ſo much thirſts for revenge upon 


to carry off his Siſter to Leith, prince both hae 
houſes, or elſewhere? . 


Jou may tell them, that if this. can be effeed, i 


will make me raving mad; and dwg 1 0 
Lady into all their meaſures. your 
ou can inform them, as from my ſervant, of te 


diftance be keeps me at, in hopes of procuring her f ff 
Father's forgiveneſs, by cruelly giving me up, tb 0 


lifted upon. 
You can tell them, that as the only ſecret- my 4 


vant has kept from you, is, the place we are in, you 
make no doubt, that a two-guinea bribe will bring 


that out, and alſo an information when I ſhall be ata | fi 


diſtance from her, that the e, may be. con- 
ducted with ſafety. 7 10 


Lou may tell them (Kill as from my fervant) that | i 


we-are about removing from inconvenient lodgings to 


others more convenient (which is true); and that [ 14 


muſt be often abſent from her. 

If they liſten to your propoſal, you will promote 
your intereſt with Betty, by telling it to her as a de- 
_cret. Betty will tell Arabella of it. Arabella will be 
overjoyed at any thing that will help forward her te- 
venge upon me; and will reveal it (if her Brother do 
not) to her Uncle Antony. He probably will whiſpe 
it to Mrs. Howe. She can keep nothing from fer 
Daughter, though they are always jangling. 
Daughter will acquaint my Beloved with it. a 
it will not, or if it will, come to my ears from ſome 
of thoſe, you can write it to me, as in confidence, ** 
way of preventing miſchicf; which is the Rd * 


botn. 
J can then ſhew it to my Beloved. Then wil 
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for placing a greater confidence in me. ; That ill 


r 


hyince me of her Love, which now 1 am ſomctimes' 
ready to doubt. She will be for haſtening to the ſafer. 
doings. I ſhall have a pretence to ſtay about her 
Hon, as a guard. She will be convinced, that there 
Eno expectation to be had of a Reconciliation. You 

an give James Harlowe'and Singleton continual falſe 
kents, as I ſhall direct you; ſo that no miſchief. can 


ly happen. | 


2 


And what will be the happy, happy, thrice happy 


conſequence ? — The Lady will be mine, in an honour- 


I ible way. We ſhall all be friends in good time. The 


mo guineas will be an agreeable addition zo the many 
Mattuties I have helped you to by like contrivances 
from this ſtingy family. Your reputation, both for 
head and heart, as I hinted before, will be heightened, 
The Blue Boar will alſo be yours. Nor ſhall you have 


| fic leaft difficulty about raiſing money to buy the 


ſock, if it be worth your while to have it. 


"Betty will likewiſe then be yours. You have both 


ed money, it ſeems. - The whole Harlowe family, 
om you have ſo faithfully ſerved ( Tis ſerving them 


Hey, to prevent the miſchief which their violent Son 


would have brought upon them) will throw you in 
bmewhat towards houſekeeping. I will {till add to 
bur Store. So nothing but happineſs before you! _ 
Crow, Joſeph, crow! A dunghil of thy own in 
kw: Servants to ſnub at thy pleaſure: A Wife to 
rel with, or to love, as thy humour leads thee :_ 
Landlord and Landlady at every word: To be paid, 
ltead of paying, for pig eating and drinking. But 
3 happy only in thyſelf; happy in promoting 


ace and Reconcihation between two good families, 
Uthe long run; without hurting any Chriſtian ſoul. 
Joſeph, honeſt Joſeph: what SV wilt thou raiſe! 
And who would iſh with ſuch Cts. 
ee him would be ſqueami * uc proſpects. 
This one labour, I repeat, crowns the work, If you 
Vor. III. Ra 338 


Can 


how miſerable 
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can get but ſuch a deſign entertained by them, whether: 
they proſecute it or not, it will be equally to the pur- 


poſe of = 
: | Your loving Friend, . 

R. LovkLAck. 
LETTER XLVI. 


Miſs CL ARISSA HarLowe, To Mrs, Hervey, 


[ ucloſed in her laſt to Miſs Hows.) 


Honoured Madam, Thurſday, April 20, 


H AVING. not had the favour of an Anſwer to a 


+ Letter I took the liberty to write to you on the 
14th, I am in ſome hopes that it may have miſcarried; 


for I had much rather it ſhould, than to have the mor- 


tification to think that my Aunt Hervey deemed me 
unworthy of the honour of her notice. 


. 


happy circumſtance of things, I tranſcribe and incloſe 
what J then wrote (a). And Ihumbly beſeech you to 
favour the contents of it with your intereſt, 
Hitherto it is in my power to perform what I under- 
take for in this Letter; and it would be very grievous 
to me to be precipitated upon meaſures, which may 
render the deſireable Reconciliation more difficult. 
If, Madam, I were permitted to write to you with, 
the hopes of being anſwered, I could clear my inten- 


tion with regard to the ſtep I have taken, altho? I could 


not perhaps acquit myſelf to ſome of my ſeverelt 
* judges, of an imprudence previous to it. You, I at 
ſure, would pity me, if you knew all I could ſay, and 
| am in the forfeiture of the good op- 
nion of all my friends. | | | 

I flatter myſelf, that their favour is yet retrievable. 
But whatever be the determination at pen 


(a) The contents of the Letter referred to are given . 139, 114% 


In this hope, having kept a copy of it, and not being 
able to expreſs myſelf in terms better ſuited to the un- 
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| 
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do not you,-my deareſt Aunt, deny me the favour of a 
few lines, to inform me if there can be any hope of a 
Reconciliation upon terms leſs ſhocking than thoſe 
heretofore endeavoured to be impoſed upon me; or if 
(which God forbid !) I am to be for ever reprobated. 

At leaſt, my dear Aunt, procure for me the juſtice 
of my wearing apparel, and the little money and other 
things which I wrote to my Siſter for, and mention in 
the incloſed to you; that I may not be deſtitute of 
common conveniencies, or be under a neceflity to owe 
an obligation for ſuch, where (at preſent, however) L 
would leaſt of all owe it. 5 8 T 

Allow me to ſay, that had I de/igned what happened, 
[might (as to the money and jewels at leaſt) have ſaved 


{ myſelf ſome of the mortifications which Ihave ſuf- 


fered, and which 1 ſtill farther apprehend, if my re- 
queſt be not complied with, | | 

If you are permitted to encourage an eclairciſſement 
of what I hint, I will open my whole heart to you, 
and-inform you of every-thing. | hs 


If it be any pleaſure to have me mortified, 'be 


Pleaſed to let it be known, that I am extremely morti- 
hed: And yet it is entirely from my own reflections 
that I am ſo ; having nothing to find fault with, in the 
behaviour of the perſon from whom every evil was ap- 
prehended. x Re SK 

The bearer having buſineſs your way, will bring me 
four Anſwer on Saturday morning, if you favour me 


| xcording to my hopes. I knew not that I ſhould 


We this opportunity till I had written the above. 
Jam, my deareſt unt. 
F er- YE 
"TY Ci. HARLOWE. 
Be pleaſed to direct for me, if I am to be favoured 
with a few lines, to be left at Mr. Ofgood's near 


Soho ſquare; and nobody ſhall ever know of 


Four goodneſs to me, if you deſire it to be kept 


' | ſeeret. _. LE. T- 
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ET TRR XVIII. | 
2 2 Hows, To Mi 4 Crans Rai Fs 


Sat. April. 22. | 


10 . for my lik ecpunt for your wretch's teaz- 


ing ways. But he certainly doubts your Love of 
dy 


bl In this he is a nodeſt man, as well as ſomebo 


| elſe; and tacitly confeſſes, that he does not deſerve it. 5 


' Your Iſraelitiſh hankerings after the Egyptian onions 
(teſtified ſtill more in your Letter to your Aunt); Your 
often- repeated regrets for meeting him; for being de 
trayed away by him Theſe he cannot bear. 

1 have been retroſpecting the whole of his const 
and comparing it with his general character; and find, 
that he is more conſiſtently, more uniformly, mean, ye- 
vengeful, and proud, than either of us once imagined, 

From his cradle, as I may ſay, as an only child, and 


a Bey, humourſome, ſpoiled, eee x the 80. . 


e of his governors. 


A Libertine in his riper years, hardly ga | 


appearances; ; and deſpiſing the Sex in general, for the 
faults of particulars of it, who ct themſelves toy 
cheap to him. - 

hat has been his behaviour in your i 
CLARISsA in view (from the time your fooliſh Bro- 


ther was obliged to take a life from him) but dehance 


for defiances?—Getting you into his power by terror, 


by artifice. What politeneſs can be ex pected from ſuch 


a man? 


Well, but what in ſuch a Gtuation i 17 10 ds 4 
Why, you muſt deſpiſe him: You muſt hate him 


if you can—and run away from him—But whither! 


| Whither indeed, now that your Brother is laying fool 


il plots to put you in a ſtill worſe condition, as it may 
appen ? 32375 
But if you cannot deſpiſe and hate him; ; if you care 

not to break with hm; 5 112 er Tor your ſome pun- 


Citilios: 


a *S 
— a 


— 


Miß Clariſſa Harlowe. 245 
I Qillio's: And if the ſo doing bring not on the Solemnity, 
I you muſt put yourſelf into the protection of the Ladies 
ot his family. 1 5 „ 
3 Their reſpect for you is of itſelf a ſecurity for his 
I honour, if there could be any room for doubt. And 
f | at leaſt you ſhould remind him of his offer to bring 
one of the Miſs Montague's to attend you at your new 
I lodgings in town, and accompany you, till all is hap- 
W pily over. | e 
r | This, you'll ſay, will be as good as declaring your- 
> I to be his. Ang /o let it, You ought not now to 
I think of any-thing elſe but to be hit. Does not your 
Brother's project convince you more and more of 
Give over then, my deareſt friend, any thoughts of 
„„ this hopeleſs Reconciliation, which has kept you ba- 
nd lancing thus long. You own, in the Letter Fe ine, 
chat he made very explicit offers, tho? you give me not 
dhe very words. And he gave his reaſons, I perceive, 
with his wiſhes that you ſhould accept them: Which 
the very few of the ſorry fellows do; whoſe plea is gene- 
too rally but a compliment to our Self-love—That we muſt 
| ive them, however preſumptuous and unworthy, be- 
14 74 they love us. | | * | 
Were I in your place, and had your charming deli- 
nce J cacies, I ſhould, perhaps, do as you do. No doubt 
ror but T ſhould expect that the man ſhould urge me with 
uch reſpeful warmth ; that he ſhould ſupplicate with con- 
I fancy, and that all his words and actions ſhould tend 
ne! | tothe one principal point—Nevertheleſs, if I ſuſpected 
n ut or delay, founded upon his doubts of my Love, I 
would either condeſcend to clear up his doubts, or re- 
oo | nounce him for ever. 5 
may And in this laſt caſe, I, your Anna Howe, would 
I ert myſelf, and either find you a private refuge, or 
calf Þ tefolve to ſhare fortunes with you. 
dun. What a wretch, to be fo eaſily anſwered by your 
1085 | Teference to the arrival of your Couſin Morden? But 
| M 3 I am 


* 


Lam afraid that you was (oo ſcrupulous :—For did he | 


not reſent that reference? 


Could we have his account of the matter, 1 a 
is 


my dear, I ſhould think you over-nice, over-de 
cate(a). Had you laid hold of his acknowleged exyli 
eitneſs, he 70 have been as much in your power, a 
now you ſeem to be in his.—You wanted not to 
told, that the perſon who had been tricked into ſuch, 


ſep as you had taken, muſt of neceflity ſubmit to many | 


mortifications. | | > 5 {a 
But were it to me, a girl of ſpirit as I am thought 
to be, I do aſſure you, I would in a quarter of an hour 
fall. the time I would allow to punctilio in ſuch ac 
as yours) know what he drives at. Since either 
muſt mean well or ill. If ill, the ſooner you know 
it, the better. If well, whoſe modeſty is it he di 
ſtreſſes, but that of his own wife ? el 
And methinks you ſhould endeavour. to ayoid ; 
exaſperating recriminations, as to what you have bea 
of his failure in morals; eſpecially while you axe. 
happy, as not to have occaſion to ſpeak of them by 
experience. 


+ x» 


* 0 . E 8 q | 7 £304 
I grant, that it gives a worthy mind ſome ſatisfaCtian, 
in having borne its teſtimony againſt a bad one: 105 


if the teſtimony be not ſeaſonably borne, and when 
the faulty perſon be fitted to receive the correction, it 
may probably rather harden, or make an bypacilth 


than reclaim him. | 


1 am pleaſed, however, as well as you, with hi 
making light of your Brother's wiſe project. Po 
creature! and muſt Maſter Jemmy Harlowe, with hi 
half. wit, pretend to plot, and contrive miſchief, yet 
rail at Lovelace for the ſame things? —A witty villan 


deſerves hanging at once (and without ceremony, i 
5 | — 


not have ſeen, when ſhe wrote thus, will obſerve, that it was not 
fible for a perſon of her true delicacy of mind to act otherwiſe thas 
did, to a 2 ſo cruelly and fo infolently artful, | 


(a) The Reader who has ſeen his account, which Miss Howe@oll 
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bu pleaſe); ; but a half-witted one deſerves broken 
5 firſt, and hanging afterwards. I think Lovelace 
has given his character in few words (3). 

Be angry at me, if you pleaſe; but as ſure as you 
ae alive, now that this poor creature, whom ſome 
fl your Brother, finds he has ſucceeded in making 
you fly your Father's houſe, and that he has nothing 
to fear but your getting into your wr, and into an 


Independence of him, he thinks himſelf equal to 


any thing, and ſo has a mind to fight Lovelace with 
his own weapons? 
Don't you remember his pragmatical triumph, as 
told you by your Aunt, and prided in by that ſawey 
Petey Barnes, from his own fooliſh mouth (4)? *© 
L expect nothing from your Letter to your Aunt. I 
hope Lovelace will never bow the contents of it. In 
every one of yours, I ſee that he as warmly reſents as 


ke dares, the little confidence you have in him. 1 


. reſent it too, were I him; and knew I deſerved 
ar, 
Don't be ſcrupulous wont Uokth, if you thitk of 


| putting yourſelf into the protection af the Ladies of 


tis family. They know how matters ſtand between 
and your relations, and love you never the worſe 

2 ſilly people's cruelty. 

Tknow you won't demand poſſeſſion of your Eftate. 
11 give him a right to demand it for you; and that 
vil be ſtill better. 

Adieu, my dear! May Heaven güde ine! diree 


Jouir in all your ſteps, is the daily prayer of 


of Dur 1 and fai chful 
1 7-7: 

od ANA Hows. 
100 | | 

ale) See p. 219. 

al ö Lee Vol. II. p. 297, . 303. 
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Au. Brrronn, To ROBERT LoyELACE, By 
ne 3 April 21, 


D T HO U, Lovelace, haft been Jong the E ntertainir; 
I the E ntertained. Nor have I been ſoli icitous to 
animadvert, as thou wenteſt along, upon thy inven- 
tions, and their tendency. For I believed, that with 

all thy airs, the unequalled perfections and fine quali- 
ties of this Lady would always be her protection and 
ſecurity. - But now, that I find, thou haſt ſo far ſuc- 
ceeded, as to induce her to come to town, and to 
chuſe her Iod ings in a houſe, the people of which wil 
too probably 5 — and ſuppreſs any honourable motion 
which may ariſe in thy mind in her favour ; I cannot 
help writing: And that profeſſedly in her behalf. p 
My inducements to this are not owing to virtue: | 
Eut if they were, what hope could I have of affe ch 
thee, by pleas arifing from it; fe 
| Nor would ſuch a man as thou art be deterred, were | * 
to remind thee of the vengeance which thou mayel he 
one day expect, if thou inſulteſt a woman of her cha- 
racter, family, and fortune. N ſit 
Neither are gratitude and honour motives to be th 
mentioned in a woman's favour, to men, ſuch as we Þ th 
are, who conſider all thoſe of the Sex as fair prize, Þ in 
-whom we can obtain a power over. For our Honour, I in. 
and honour in the general acceptation of the word, ate I . 
two things. pre 
What then is my motive? — What, but the true n, 
friendſhip that I bear thee, Lovelace; which makes | ge 
me plead Thy own ſake ; and Thy family's ſake, ine f ug 
Jaſtice thou dwell to this incomparable creature; who, | 207 
however, ſo well deſerves to have her ſake to be men- 4 
tioned as the principal conſideration ? ing 
Laſt time I was at M. Hall, thy noble Uncle 6 +8 
ent * me to uſe my intereſt to rei a Rar 


Br <-5m- 
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Ii thee to enter the pale, and gave meſo many family- | 
reaſons for it, that I could not help engaging myſelf 

heartily on his ſide of the queſtion; and the rather, as | 
Iknew, that thy own intentions with regard to this 
I | fine woman, were then worthy of her. And of this | 
ir; | Taflured his Lordſhip ; who was half-afraid of thee, | 
to becauſe of the ill uſage thou receivedſt from her family. | 
en- But now, that the caſe is altered, let me preſs the | 
ith matter home to thee from other conſiderations. _ +. 
| 


* 
! 


al- By what I have heard of this Lady's perfections from 
and every mouth, as well as from thine, and from every 
uc- Letter thou haſt written, where wilt thou find luck 
to F another woman? And why ſhouldſt thou tempt her 
will I virtue ?— Why ſhouldſt thou wiſh to try where there 
ons no reaſon to doubt oy a 
not Were I in thy cafe, and deſigned to marry, and if I 
I preferred a woman, as I know thou doſt This, to all 
ue: | the women in the world, I ſhould dread to make fur- 
ung J "ther tryal, knowing what we know of the Sex, for 
I fear of ſucceeding ; and eſpecially if I doubted not, 
dere that if there were a woman in the world virtuous at 
yeſt heart, it is ſhe. 1 „„ 

cha. And let me tell thee, Lovelace, that in this Lady's 


"i ſituation, the tryal is not a fair tryal. Conſidering 
0 be the depth of thy plots and contrivances : Conſiderin 
e | the opportunities which I ſee thou muſt have with her, 


n ſpite of her own heart; all her Relations follies acting 
n concert, though unknown to themſelves, with thy 
wicked ſcheming head: Conſidering how deſtitute of © || 
protection ſhe is: Conſidering the houſe ſhe is to be | 
n, where ſhe will be ſurrounded with thy imple- | 
wes ments; ſpecious, 1ell-bred, and genteel creatures, not | 
eaſily to be detected when they are diſpoſed to preſerve 


ah Ppearances, eſpecially by a young, unexperienced | 
* x ady wholly unacquainted with the town: Conſider- | 
0 0 ing all theſe things, I ſay, what gory, what cauſe of | 
ade Mumph, wilt thou have, if ſhe ſhould be overcome? j 


thee =Thou, too, a man born for intrigue, full of inven- 
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tion, intrepid, remorſeleſs, able patiently to Watch 


for thy opportunity; not hurried, as moſt men, by 
guſts of violent paſſion, which often nip a project ini 
dme bud, and make the ſnail that was juſt putting out 
its horns. to meet the inviter, withdraw into its ſhell 
A man who has no regard to his word or oath to the 
dex; the Lady ſcrupulouſly ftrift to her word, in- 


capable of art or deſign; apt therefore to believe well 


of 'others—It would be a miracle if ſhe ſtood ſuch an 
attempter, ſuch attempts, and ſuch ſnares, as I ſee 
will be laid for her. And after all, I fee not when 


maten are ſo frail zwithout importunity, that ſo much 


ſhould be expected from women, daughters of the 
ſame fathers and mothers, and made up of the ſame 
brittle compounds (Education all the difference) nor 
Where the triumph is in ſubduing them, 
May there not be other Lovelaces, thou aſkeſt, 
who, . attracted by her beauty, may endeavour to pre- 
vail with her (a)? it + 411-4 20008 
No; there cannot, I anſwer, be ſuch another man, 
perſon, mind, fortune, and thy character, as above 
given, taken in. If thou imaginedſt there could, ſuch 
s thy pride, that thou wouldſt think the worſe of thyſelf, 
But let me touch upon thy predominant paſſion, 
Revenge; for Love is but ſecond to that, as I have 


often told thee, tho? it has ſet thee into raving at me: 


What poor pretences for Revenge are the difficulties 


o 
1 


thou hadſt in getting her off; allowing that ſhe had 
run a riſque of being Solmes's wife, had ſhe ſtaid ? If 


theſe are other than pretences, why thankeſt thou not 
thoſe who threw her into thy power? Beſides, ae 
not the pretences thou makeſt for further trial, moſt 
8 as well as contradictorily, founded upon 
the ſuppolition of error in her, e dr by her fi- 
dour to thee? 1 l t +8 Daus 241820 

And let me, for the utter confuſion of thy /poor 
pleas of this nature, aſk thee — Would ſhe, in th) 
(a) P. 106. 
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had ſhe. willingly. gone off with thee, have 


been intitled to better quarter? For a mi, + fave bad indeed | 


ſhe might: But wouldſt thou for a 10% aye had 
canſe to like her half ſo well, as now ? 
That ſhe loves thee, wicked as thou art, and hk 
na panther, there is no reaſon to doubt, Yet, what 
acommand has ſhe over herſelf, that ſuch a penetrates 
wg-ſelf-flatterer as thyſelf, art ſometimes ready to 
doubt it? Tho” perſecuted on the one hand, as ſhe 
was, by her own family, and attracted on the others 
by the ſplendor of thine 5 every one of whom courts 
ber to rank herſelf among them? © 

Thou wilt perhaps think, that Ihave dep arted foot 
uparopoſition, and pleaded the Lady's fake more than 
thixe in the above—But no ſuch thing. All that 1 


have written, is more in thy behalf than in hers; ſince 


ſhe may make hee happy; but it is next to impoſ- 
üble, I ſhould think, if ſhe preſerve her delicacy, 
that thou canſt make her ſo. What is the Love of 


2 Rakiſh Heart? There cannot be peculiarity in it. 
Zut I need not give my further reaſons. Thou wilt 


have ingenuity enough, I dare ſay, were there oeca: 
on for it, to ſubſcribe to my opinion. 


I plead not for the State from any great ing to i | 


myſelf. Nor have I, at preſent, thoughts of entering 


| into it. But as thou art the laſt of thy name; as thy 
family is of note and figure in thy country; _— 
I thou thyſelf thinkeſt that thou ſhalt one day marry; 


it poſſible, let me aſk: thee, that thou canſt have ich 
mother opportunity as thou now haſt, if thou letteſt 


this ſlip? A woman, in her family and fortune not 


unworthy of thine own (though thou art ſo apt, from 
pride of Anceſtry, and pride of Heart, to ſpeak flight» 
ly of the families thou diſlikeſt); ſo celebrated for 
beauty; and ſo noted at the fame time for prudence, 
for * (Iwill ſay, inſtead of ſenſe) and for virtue? 
If thou art not ſo narrow- minded an elf, as to pre- 


: fer thine own /ingle ſatisfaction to poſterity, thou, who 
| M6 4 


ſhouldſt 
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ſhouldſt wiſh to beget children for duration, wilt: 
poſtpone till the Rake's uſual time; that is to ſay; 


o 
* 


till diſeaſes or years, or both, lay hold of thee; ſines 


in that caſe thou wouldſt intitle thyſelf to the curſes 


of thy legitimate progeny ſor giving them a Being alto- 


gether miſerable: A Being, which they will be obliged 
to hold upon a worſe tenure than that Tenant- courteſ/j 
which thou calleſt the wort (a) ; to wit, upon the 
Doctor's courteſy; thy deſcendents alſo ebnen 
Of they ſhall live, and be able to propagate) a wretch 

Race, that ſhall intail the curſe, or the reaſon for it, 
upon remote generations. | 17 TB 
Wicked as the ſober world accounts you and me, 


we have not yet, it is to be hoped, got over all com- 


punction. Altho' we find Religion againſt us, we 
have not yet preſumed to make a Religion to ſuit our 
practices. We deſpiſe thoſe who do. And we know 
better than to be even doubters. In ſhort, we believe 


a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments. But as | 
we have ſo much youth and health in hand, we 17 


have time for repentance. That is to ſay, in plair 

Engliſh (Nor think thou me too grave, Lovelace: 
Thou art grave ſometimes, tho? not often) we hope to 
live to Senſe, as long as Senſe can reliſh, and purpoſe 
to reform when we can ſin no longer. "4 
And ſhall this admirable woman ſuffer for her gene- 
rous endeavours to ſet on foot thy Reformation; and 
for inſiſting upon proofs of the ſincerity of thy pro- 
feſſions before ſhe will be thine ? | "Il 


Upon the whole matter, Jet me wiſh thee to con- 
ſider well what thou art about, before thou goeſt 4 


ſtep farther in the path which thou haſt chalked out 
for thyſelf to tread, and art juſt going to enter upon, 


Hitherto all is fo far right, that if the Lady miſtruſli | 
thy honour, ſhe has no proofs. Be honeſt to her, then, 


in her ſenſe of the word. None of thy companions, 
thou knoweſt, will offer to laugh at what thou = 


(a) See p. 245. 
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And if they Hh (on thy entering into a State which 
bas been ſo much ridiculed by thee, and by all of us) 
ou haſt one advantage It is this; That thou canſt 
not be aſhamed. | A FEA 
Deferring to the poſt-day to cloſe my Letter, I find 
doe left at my couſin Oſgood's, with direction to be 
forwarded to the Lady. It was brought within theſe 
two hours by a particular hand, and has a Harlowe- 
al upon it. As it may therefore be of importance, 
diſpatch it with my own, by my ſervant, poſt-haſte (a), 
I ſuppoſe you will ſoon be in town* Without the 
Lady, I hope. | Farewel. | LIES „ 
P Be honeſt, and be happy. 
FE 2, J. BELTORD. 


LET TBN. 
"Mrs. Hervey, To Miſs CLARISSA HARLOWE. 
. [In anſwer to Letter xlvii.] 


— 
— 


TT. would be hard not to write a few lines, ſo much 
preſſed to write, to one I ever loved. Your former 
Letter I received, yet was not at liberty to anſwer it. 
[break my word to anſwer you now. 33 
Strange informations are every day received about 
ou. The wretch you are with, we are told, is every 
dour triumphing and defying-Muſt not theſe informa- 
tions aggravate? You know the uncontroulableneſs of 
e man. He loves his own humour better than he 
bres you- tho? ſo fine a creature as you are] I warned 


bu over and over: No young N ever more 
do 


Warned !-— Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe to do ſuch a thing! 
You might have given your friends the meeting. 


1 If you had Held your averſion, it would have been 
| complied with. As ſoon as I was intruſted myſelf 


with their intention to give up the point, I gave you 


Shint—a dark one perhaps () But who would have 


thought 


- 1 2 
Y (4) This Letter was from Miſs Arabella Harlowe. Ses Lett, liii, 


{*) See Vol. II. p. 300. 
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thought O Miſs | — Such an artful flight! — Suech 


cunning preparation! >4;} 320M 


* 


clear up? Are you not gone off — With a Lovelace 
too bat, my dear, would you clear up? 1 
Lou did not de/ign to go, you ſay. Why did 
meet him then, chariot-and-ſix, horſemen, all pre- 
pared. by him? O, my dear, how Art produces An 
— Will it be believed If it would, what power will 
he be thought to have had over you !—He!—Whot 
Lovelace The vileſt of Libertines Over whom? 
A Clariſſa ] — Was your Love for ſuch a man above 


your reaſon? Above your reſolution? What credit 


would a belief of this, / believed, bring you? Hey 
mend the matter? — Oh ! that you had ſtood the next 
meeting 925 | 2 * 03-bit 

III tell you all that was intended if you bad. 


It was indeed imagined, that you would not hare 


been able to reſiſt your Father's intreaties and com- 
mands. He was reſolved to be all condeſcenſion, if 


anew you had not provoked him. I love my Caen 


- Harlowe, ſaid he, but an hour before the killing tide- 
ings were brought him; I love her as my life; Iuil 
Eneel to her, if nathing elſe will do, to prevail upon tt 
to oblige me 8 5 Dp | 12 Gy 

| Your Father and Mother (the reverſe of what ſhould 
have been!) would have humbled themſelves to you: 
And if you could have denied them, and refuſed to ſign 
the Settlements previous to the meeting,- they would 
have yielded, although with regret. RE be 
But it was preſumed, ſo naturally ſweet your temper, 
ſo ſelf-denying,. as they thought you, that you could 
not have withitood them, notwithſtanding all your 
diſlike of the one man, without a greater degree of 
headſtrong patffion for the other, than- you had given 

any of us reaſon to expect from you, N 

If you had, the meeting on Wedneſday would 


have been a lighter trial to you. You would pay . 


But you want to clear up things — Nhat can your 


= =>2T 2 , , , Mw. 


to 
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ben preſented to all your aſſembled friends, with a 


bort ſpeech only, That this was the young creature, 

(ttt very lately faultleſs, condeſcending, and obliging; 

tow having cauſe to glory in a triumph over the wills 
tof Father, Mother, Uncles, the moſt indulgent; 
over family-intereſts, family-views, and vrefferin 2 
ther own will to every-body's; and this for a tran- 
ſitory preference to Per ſon only; there being no 
ompariſon between the men as to their Marals. 

Thus complied with, and perhaps bleſſed, by your 
father and Mother, and the conſequences of your diſ- 


{ obedience deprecated in the ſolemneſt manner by your 
 nimitable Mother, your generoſity would have been 


appealed to, ſince your duty would have been found 
too weak an inducement, and you would have been 
bid to withdraw for one half-hour's conſideration : 
Then would the Settlements have been again tender- 


| for your ſigning, 5 the perſon leaſt diſobliging to 
No 


you; by your good Norton perhaps; ſhe perhaps ſe- 
conded by your Father again: And if again refuſed, 


| Jou would again have been led in, to declare ſh uch your 


refuſal, Some reſtrictions, which you yourſelf had 
propoſed, would have been inſiſted upon. You would 
have been permitted to go home with me, or with 
jour Uncle Antony (with which of us was not agreed 
upon, becauſe they hoped you might be perſuaded) 
there to tarry till the arrival of your Couſin Morden; 
or till your F ather could have borne to ſee you; or till 
Aured, that the views of Lovelace were at an end. 
This the intention, your Father ſo ſet upon your 
compliance, ſo. much in hopes that you would have 
Nnelded, that you would have been prevailed upon by 
methods ſo condeſcending and fo gentle; no wonder 
that he, in particular, was like a diſtracted man, when 
te heard of your flight—of your flight, ſo premedi- 
tated); — with your Ivy Summer-houſe dinings, your 


ats to blind me, and all of us | — naughty, naughty 


ung ereature/! 
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I, for my part, would not believe it, when told of 
it. Your Uncle Hervey would not believe it. We 
rather expected, we rather feared, a ſtill more deſpe- 
rate adventure. There could be but one more deſpe- 
rate; and I was readier to have the caſcade firſt re- 
ſorted to, than the garden back-door.—Your Mother 
fainted away, while her heart was torn between the 
two apprehenfions.—Y our Father, poor man! your 
Father was beſide himfelf for near an hour What im: 


precations . What dreadful imprecations ! — To this 


day he can hardly bear your name: Vet can think of 
nobody elſe. Your merits, my dear, but aggravate 
your fault Something of freſh aggravation almoſt 
every hour. —How can any favour be expeted? 


1 am ſorry for it; but am afraid, nothing you aſk 


will be complied with. 

Why mention you, my dear, the ſaving you from 
mortifications, who have gone off with a man ? What 
a poor pride is it to ſtand upon any-thing elſe? 


I dare not open my lips in your favour. Nobody | 


dare. Your Letter muſt ſtand by itſelf. This has 
cauſed me to ſend it to Harlowe- place. Expect there- 
fore great ſeverity. May you be enabled to ſupport 
the lot you have drawn! O my dear ! how unhappy 
have you made every-body | Gan you expect to be 

happy? Your Father wiſhes you had never been born. 
Your poor Mother But why ſhould I afflict you? 
There is now no help !—You muſt be changed in- 
deed, if you are not very unhappy yourſelf in the re 
flections your thoughtful mind muſt ſuggeſt to you. 


You muſt now make the beſt of your lot. Yet | 


not married, it ſeems! | : 
It is in your power, you ſay, to perform whatever 
you ſhall undertake to do: You may deceive your- 
| ſelf: You hope that your reputation and the favour 
our friends may be retrieved. Never, never, both, 
. if either, Every offended perſon (and that 


is all who loved you, and are related to you) mult ＋ 


>) 
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to reſtore you: When can theſe be of one mind in a 


eaſe ſo notoriouſly' wrong? | 
At would be very grievous, you fay, to be precipi- 


” 


tated upon meaſures, that may make the deſireable 


Reconciliation more difficult. Is it now, my dear, 


atimefor you to be afraid of being precipitated? At 


ſreſent, if ever, there can be no thought of Reconci- 
lation. The apt of your precipitation muſt firft 
be ſeen. There may be murder yet, as far as we know. 
Will the man you are with part willingly with you? 


I not, what may be the conſequence ? Tf he will— 
Lord bleſs me ! what ſhall we think of his reaſons for 


t!—I will fly this thought. I know your purity— 


But, my dear, are you not out of al protection? 
Are you not unmarried ?—Have you not (making 
jour daily prayers uſeleſs) thrown yourſelf into tem- 


pation? And is not the man the moſt wicked of 
plotters? E + „ FEA IE TIE 
, You have hitherto, you ſay (and I think, my dear, 


with an air unbecoming your declared penitence) 0 


fault to find with the behaviour of a man from whom 
every etl bas apprebended : Like Cæſar to the Roman 
augur, which I heard you tell of, who had bid him 


Beware. of the Ides of March: The [des of March, 


fad Cæſar, ſeeing the augur-among the croud, as he 
marched in ſtate to the Senate-houſe, from which he 


never was to return alive, The Ides of March are 


me. But they are not paſt, the augur replied. Make 
the application, my dear: May you be able to make 
this reflection upon his good behaviour to the laſt of 


t Jour knowlege of him ! May he behave himſelf better 


to you, than he ever did to any-body elſe whom he 
power over! Amen => Wa of 
No anſwer, I beſeech you. I hope your meſſenger 
will not tell any-body that J have written to you. 
And I dare ſay you will not ſhew what I have written 
to Mr. Lovelace For I have written with the leſs re- 
krve, depending upon your prudence. 
You have my prayers, My 


den, on pain of 


till I heard from Harlowe- Place. 
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My Dolly knows not that I write. Nobody dogs 


Not even Mr, Hervey. 


Dolly would have ſeveral times written: But, har: 
| ing defended your fault with heat, and with a partia- 


lity, that alarmed us (Such a fall as yours, my; dear, 
muſt be — to all parents) ſhe has been forbid: 
oſing our favour for ever: And this 
at your family's requeſt, as well as by her F 10 
commands. | 
You have the poor girl's hourly prayers, I w 
Jaiqiworer; tell you, tho' ſhe knows not that I do, * 
ä well as thoſe of 


Ku 14 
5 aſh 


Your truly an Aunt, | 


; $117 af! 
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. ifs CLARISSA HaRLows, To Mt ſs How, 4 
| Hith the preceding. 1100 U8 
Sat, Morn. April 22; 


1 Have juſt now received the incloſed from my Aint 


Hervey. Be pleaſed, my dear, to keep her ſecret 
of having written to the unhappy wretch her Niece, ' 
go to London, I ſee, or where I will. No 

Hes . becomes of me. 
I was the willinger to ſuſpend my journe tits 
thought, if 
could be encouraged to hope for a Reconciliation, 1 


would let this man ſee, that he ſhould not have me i 
his power, but upon my own terms, if at all. 


But I find I muſt be his, whether I will or not} 
and perhaps thro” ſtill greater mortifications than the 
2 eat ones which I have already met with And mu 

be ſo abſolutely thrown upon a man, with "wy 


am not at all ſatisfied! 77 
My Letter is ſent, you ſee, to Harlowe- Place. My 


heart akes for the * it may meet with "On 
ne 
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One comfort only ariſes to me from its being ſent; 
That my Aunt will clear herſelf by the communica- 
from the ſuppoſition of having correſponded 


uh the poor creature whom they have all determined 


U reprobate. It is no ſmall part of my misfortune 
that I have weakened the confidence one dear friend 
in another, and made one look cool upon another. 
My poor Couſin Dolly, you ſee, has reaſon for regret 
on this account, as well as my Aunt. Miſs. Howe, 
my dear Miſs Howe, is but too ſenſible of the effects 
0 my fault, having had more words with her Mother 
on my account, than ever ſhe had on any other. Yet 
the man who has drawn me into all this evil, I muſt 
be thrown upon! Much did I conſider, much did.I 
apprehend, before my fault, ſuppoſing I were to be 
guilty of it: But I ſaw it not in all its ſhocking lights. 
And now, to know that my Father, an hour before 
te xeceived the tidings of my ſuppoſed. flight, owned 
hat he would have been 
al condeſcenſion: That he would — Oh l my dear, 
tow tender, how mortifyingly tender, now in him 
A Aunt need not have been afraid, that it ſhould he 
known that ſhe has ſent me ſuch a Letter as this! A 
ther to KNEEL to his child! — There would not 
Indeed have been any bearing of that! What I ſhould 
ave done in ſuch a caſe, I know not. Death would 
dye heen much morewelcome to me than ſuch a ſight, 
ſuch an occaſion, in behalf of a man ſo very, very 
iguſtful to me! — But I had deſerved annihilation, 
had J ſuffered my Father to kneel in vain. LOW. 
Yet, had but the ſacrifice of inclination and perſonal 
Preference, been all, leſs than K NEELING ſhould have 
done. My duty ſhould have been the conqueror of 
ö inclination. But an averſion an averſion ſo very 
incere! — The triumph of a cruel and ambitious 
tother, ever ſo uncontroulable, Joined with the in- 
us of an enyious Siſter, bringing wills to theirs, 
ich otherwiſe would have been favourable to me : 
1 | The 


260 _ The HisTory of _ 
The Marriage- duties, ſo abſolutely indiſpenſable, fg 
ſolemnly to be engaged for: The Marriage-intimg- 
cies (permit me to ſay to you, my friend, what the 
pureſt, altho* with . apprehenſion, muſt think of] fo 
very intimate : Myſelf one, who never looked upon 
any duty, much leſs a voluntarily- vowed one, With 
indifference; could it have been honeſt in ine to haye 


given my hand to an odious hand, and to have con- 


ſented to ſuch a more than reluctant, ſuch an immi- 


ſeible union, if T may ſo call it? — For Life too! 
Did I not thin more and deeper than moſt young 


creatures think; did I not weigh, did I not re; 


might perhaps have been leſs obſtinate. — Delica 


(may I preſume to call it?) Thinking, Weigbing, Re. 
flection, are not bleſſings (I have not found them ſuch) 
in the degree I have them. I with I had been able, in 
ſome very nice caſes, to have known what [ndifferend 
was; yet not to have my Ignorance imputable to me 
as à fault. Oh! my dear ! the finer Senſibilities, it 
I may ſuppoſe mine to be ſuch, make not happy! 
What a method had my friends intended to take 
with me! This, I dare ſ:y, was a method chalked 
out by my Brother. He, | ſuppoſe, was to have pre- 
ſented me to all my aſſembled friends, as the daugh- 
ter capable of preferring her own will to the wills of 
them all. It would have been a ſore trial, no doubt. 
Would to Heaven, however, I had ſtood it—Let the 
iſſue have been what it would, would to Heaven [ had 
Mood it! | 
There may be murder, my Aunt ſays. This looks 
as if ſhe knew of Singleton's raſh plot. Such an uf- 
ſhot, as ſhe calls it, of this unhappy Affair, Heaven 
avert! | | 3 
She flies a thought, that I can /e/5 dwell upon 
cruel thought But ſhe has a poor. opinion of the 
purity ſhe compliments me with, if ſhe thinks that 
I am not, by Gop's grace, above temptation from 


this Sex. Altho' I never ſaw a man, whoſe perſon 
cou 
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uld like, before this man; yet his faulty character 
lowed me but little merit from the Indifference Ipre- 
ended to on his account. But, now I ſee him in 
rer lighis, I like him leſs than ever. Unpolite, 
el, infolent! —Unwiſe !—A trifler with his own 
5 ; the deſtroyer of mine is laſt treatment 
fale too viſibly in his power— Maſter of his own 
We] Shame to ſay it he Enew what to wiſh 
WE ea, I never liked him ſo little as now. Upon 
word, I think I could hate him (if Ido not already 


| Nebim) ſooner than any man I ever thought tolerably 


A good reaſon why : Becauſe I have been more 
appointed i in my expectations of him; altho* they 


wer were ſo high, as to have made him my choice 
. re erence to the Single Life, had that been per- 


Wed me. Still, if the giving him up for ever will 
ue my path to Reconciliation eaſy, and if they will 
if as much to me, they ſhall ſce that I never will 
hrs; For I have the vanity to think my ſoul his 
bul's ſuperior. | 
You will fay Irave: Forbidden towrite to myA unt, 
ad taught to deſpair of Reconciliation, you, my dear, 
nut be troubled with my paſſionate reſentments. 
What a wretch was I to give him a meeting, ſince 
I that J put it out of my power to meet my aſſembled 
tiends' !— All would now, if J had met them, have 
en over; and who can tell when my preſent diſtreſ- 
& will? — Rid of both men, I had been now per- 
aps at my Aunt Herveys, or at my Uncle Antony's; 
mlting for my Couſin Morden's arrival; who might 
We accommodated all. 
intended, indeed, to have ſtood it; and, if I had, 
bw Know 1 by whoſe name I might now have been 
aled ? For how ſhould I have reliſted a condeſcend- 
Ws, a-+neeling Father, had he been able to have kept | 
temper with me? 
Yet my Aunt "ſays; he would have relented, if 7 
ad not. Perhaps he would have been moved by my 
i humility, 
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humility, before. he could have ſhewn ſuck. 1 
condeſcenſion. 


my favour. And that he had deſigned ultimateh tg 


relent, how it clears my friends (at leaſt to them“ 


ſelves) and condemns me! O why were my Aunth 
hints (I remember them now) ſo very dark E YetT 
e to have returned after the Interview; 3. and 
en 
this artful, this dehigning Lovelace Vet I muſt . 
vg that moſt ought to blame- ba ng for mecting 
him 
But far, far, be baniſhed from me fruitleſs reef 
mination ! Far baniſhed, becauſe fruitleſs ! Let me 
wrap myſelf about in the mantle of my own Inte. 
rity, and take comfort in my unfaulty intention 
Since it is now too late to look back, let me colleſt 


all my Fortitude, and endeavour to Rand thoſe ſhafts | 


- angry Providence, which it will not permit me to 
un | 
deſtined to undergo, I may not behave neee in 
them; but come out amended by them. 

Join with me in this prayer, + friend ; for 
your own honour” s ſake, as well as for Love's ſake, 
join with me in it: Leſt a deviation on my fide 
ſhould, with the cenforious, caſt a ſhade upon a 2 
ſhip, which has .no Levity in it; and the baſis d 
which is ee, as well in the greater as lef 
ſer duties. | 
hr HanLoWh, 


F 
ah 5 CLarIssA HanLOwE, To Miſs Hout, 
Saturday Afternoon, April 25 
My beſt, my. only friend! Now indeed is 1 


bert broken It has received a blow it never 
wil recover. Think not of correſponding = 


* 
8 


A - 
2 
— 


Such temper as he would have g ſe 
ceived me with, might have been improved upon in I; 


perhaps ſhe would have explained herſelf.—0 


hat, whatever the trials may be, which Iam 
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I xetch who now ſeems abſolutely devoted. How can 
lu Abe otherwiſe, if a parent's curſes have the weight I 
+ I hrays attributed to them, and have heard ſo many 
n F aſtances of their being followed by !—Yes, my dear 
to I Mis Howe, ſuperadded to all my afflitions, I have 
ms JF fheconſequences of a Father's Curſe to ſtruggle with! 
ts 0 How ſhall I ſupport this reflection! — My paſt and 
tl ny preſent ſituation ſo much authorizing my appre- 
. TOTS 
have, at laſt, a Letter from my unrelenting Siſter. 
ſt Would to Heaven I had not provoked it by my ſe- 
ug ond Letter to my Aunt Hervey I It lay ready for me, 
items. The thunder ſlept, till I awakened it. I 
MF cloſe the Letter itſelf. Tranſcribe it I cannot. There 
me Ji no bearing the thoughts of it: For (ſhocking re- 
le. {eftion 1) the Curſe extends to the life beyond This. 
J am in the depth of vapouriſh deſpondency. I 
ect an only repeat, Shun, fly, correſpond not with a 
als F etch fo devoted, as : 


to CLARISsA HARLOWE. 
LETTER LL 
for | To Miſs CLarissa HARLOWE; 


ke, Jo be left at Mr. Oſgood's, near Soho- Square. 
22 5 — Friday, April 21. 
nds [7 was expected you would ſend again to me, or 
to my Aunt Hervey. The incloſed has lain ready 
le br you therefore by direction. You will have no An- 
er from any-body, write to whom you will, and as 
E en as you will, and what you will 
It was deſigned to bring you back by proper au- 
I bonty, or to ſend you whither the 4 
Ihe rought upon us all, ſhould be in the likelieſt 
u, after a while, to be forgotten. But I believe 
dh deſign is over: So you may range ſecurely—No- 
A dy-will think it worth while to give themſelves any 
wer F wuble about you. Yet my Mother has obtained“ 
| | leave 


2 
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leave to ſend you your cloaths, of all ſorts :. But qu 
cloaths only. This is a favour you'll ſee by the whe 
Letter not deſigned you: And now not granted for your 


ſake, but becauſe my poor Mother cannot bear, in 


her fight any-thing you uſed to wear. Read the im 
cloſed, and tremble. _ 3 1 
FFS ARABELLA HARTO WE, 


To the met ungrateful and unduti ful of Daughters, 
4 Harloꝛbe-Place, April 154, 
iter that was, | 7" 7 
Z RI know not what name you are permitted, on 
chuſe to go by. 5. „ Say 
Lou have filled us all with diſtraction. My Father, 
in the firſt agitations of his mind, on diſcovering your 
wicked, your ſhameful Elopement, imprecated, on 
his knees, a fearful Curſe upon you. Tremble at the 
recital of it |—No leſs, than © that you may meet 
« your puniſhment, both here and hereafter, by mean 
of the very wretch, in whom you have choſen to 
6 place your wicked confidence. ..., a 
 Yourcloaths will not be ſent you. You ſeem, by 
leaving them behind you, to have been ſecure of them, 
whenever you demanded them. But perhaps yu 
could think of nothing but meeting your fellow: 
Nothing but how to get off your forward ſelf | — Fat 
every-thing ſeems to have been forgotten but what'was 
to contribute to your wicked flight. Vet you judge 
right, perhaps, that you would have been detecfec 
had you endeavoured to get off your cloaths.— Cum 
ning creature! not to make one ſtep that we could 
eſs at you by ! Cunning to effect your own ruin, 
and the diſgrace of all the family 2. 4 
But does the wretch put you upon writing fot 
pour things, for fear you ſhould be too expenſive to 
im? — That's it, I ſuppoſe. : +1 a 
Was there ever a giddier creature ? —Yet this i 
the celebrated, the blazing Clariſſa—Clariſſa, what#— 


Harliui, 
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undo, no doubt! — And Harlowe it will be, to 


the diſgrace of us all ! 


* 


Vour drawings and your pieces are all taken down ; 


= 


in I $i alſo your own whole-length picture, in the Van- 


tyke taſte, from your late parlour ; They are taken 
down, and thrown into your cloſet, which will be 


» | nilled up, as if it were not a part of the houſe; there 


to periſh together: For who can bear to ſee them 


et, how did they uſe to be ſhewn to every- body; 


the former, for the magnifying of your dainty finger- 
works ; the latter, for the imputed dignity (dignity 


| wow in the duſt I) of your boaſted figure; and this 


thoſe fond parents whom you have run away from 


uch fo much, yet with ſo little contrivance | 


By Brother vows revenge upon Jour Libertine— 
For the Familh's ſake he vows it — Not for yours / — 
For he will treat you, he : declares, like a common 
ature, if ever he ſees you: And doubts not, that 


an | this will be your fate. 


* 


80 does my Uncle Antony. 
80 does my Aunt Hervex. 5 
do do I, baſe unworthy creature ! the difgrace of 
igood family, and the property of an infamous Rake, 
u queſtionleſs you will ſoon find yourſelf, if you are 
r b 

Vour books, ſince they have not taught you what 
longs to your Family, to, your Sex, and to your 
Kueation, will not be ſent you. Your Money nei- 
ter,” Nor yet the Jewels ſo undeſervedly made 
fours. ' For it is wiſhed you may be ſeen a beggar 


dong London ſtreets. 


My Uncle Harlowe renounces you for ever. 


I all this is heavy, lay your hand to your heart, 
and aſk yourſelf, Why you have deſerved it? 
"Every Man, whom your pride taught you to reject 
With ſcorn (Mr. Solmes excepted, who, however, 
W reaſon to rejoice that he miſſed you) teiumphs in 
Jol. III. | N | your 
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your ſhameful elopement; and eee 


account for his being refuſed. | K vant; 
Your:worthy Norton is aſhamed of ou, and min- 
gles her tears with your Mother's; both reproach- 


ing themſelves for their ſhares in you, and in ſo knit 


leſs an ed ucation, | 


Every-body, in ſhort, is aſhamed ef you ; ca 15 


ene more than 
An ARE LLA Hazzows, 


LETTER F. 00 


Miſs Howe, To Miſs CLARISs8A Hax Tow]. 
Tueſday, April 26, 


my deareſt and beſt beloved friend. God A 


might 7 is juſt and gracious, and gives not his aſent 
and inhuman curſes. Can you think aba | 3; 
Heaven will ſeal to the black — ailing of, its deprayed | 6 


to xa 


Creatures? If it did, Malice, Envy, ; and 'Reyenge 


would triumph; and the beſt of the human nee, N 


blaſted by the malignity of the worſt, would beni 
ſerable in both worlds. 


This Outrageouſneſs ſhews only what 1 es 
Spirit they are of, and how. much their ſordid Views | fl, 
exceed their parental Love. Tis all owing to Rage 0 


and Diſappointment eee eee, 
per to be fruſtrated. 


If you conſider this Malediction as it ought toile br 


., perſon of your piety muſt and will ar 


ther pity and pray for your raſþ Father, than tarif ö 


your ſelf on the occaſion. None but God can cus 


Parents, or others, whoever they be, can only may Fr. 
to him to curſe : And ſuch. Prayers can have no N 
weight with a juſt and all perfect Being, the motives * 

co which are unreaſonable, and de end propſe 7 | 


them cruel. Fa 5 487 4 | 


E. comforted.; be nat dejected; do not deſpand, 
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to Flath not God commanded us 10 bleſs and curſe not? 
I Pray for your Father then, I repeat, that he incur not 
n- the Malediction he hath announced on 8 3 fince he 
b. {th broken, as you ſee, a comman truly divine ; 
it» | while you, by obeying that other precept which in- 
I joins us #9 pray for them that perſecute and curſe us, will 
ut urn the Curſe into a Bleſſin g.. 

My Mother blames them for this wicked Letter of 
. pour Siſter, and ſhe pities you; and, of her own ac- 
I cord, wiſhed me to write to comfort you, for this 
once: For ſhe ſays, It is pity your heart, which was 
I o noble (and when the ſenſe of your fault, and the 
I weight of a Parent's curſe, are ſo ſtrong upon you) 
„ would be quite broken. 3 

d, Lord blef: me, how your Aunt writes! — Can there 
A te two ri hts and two wrongs in palpable caſes ! — 
ant Wt, ity fear; ſhe mf be wrong: So they all have 
ut | Pen, Juſtify themſelves now as they will. They can 


es | way juſtify themſelves ro themſelves from ſelfiſh prin- 
e Aples, reſolving to acguit, not fairly to try themſelves. 


©, Nad your unkind Aunt, in all the tedious progreſs of 
m. four contentions: with them, give you the leaſt hope 
© , |. of their relenting? — Her dark hints I now recollect, 
well as you. 8 any- thing good or hope- 
Aa, to be darkly hinted? — How eaſy was it for her, 
Wo pretended always to love you; r My nh who can 
| ge luchiflowing licence to her pen for your hurt; to 
aue given you one word, one line (in confidence) of 
* Ugir pretended change of meaſure ! 
ut do not mind their after · pretences, my dear — 
july All of them ſerve but for tacit confeſſions of their vile 
ie dige of you. I will keep your-Aunt's Secret, never 
7 | fr. I would not, on any conſideration, that my 
#9 { Mather ſhould fee her Letter. 
me mY You will now ſee, that you have nothing left, but 
If ['wdvere me all ſcrupulouſneſs, and marry as ſoon as 


1 0 have opportunity. Determine ſo to do, my dear. 
lath 44 will give you nn for it, regarding myſelf. 
Wig N 2 | } 


For 


third place ; and I ſhall then be able to averr tomy 
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For this I have reſolved, and this I have vowed (0 
friend, the beſt beloved of my heart, be not ang 

with me for it } © That ſo long as your happidet “ 
in ſuſpenſe, I will never think of marrying.* x 


2 


juſtice to the man J ſhall have, I have vowed this: 


For, my dear, muſt Inot be miſerable, if you are ſo 


And what an — wife muſt I be to any maj 
who cannot have intereſt enough in my heart to make 


his obligingneſs a balance for an affliction he has not 


cauſed ? | | 95 1 x1 
I would ſhew Lovelace your Siſter's abominable 
Letter, were it to me. I incloſe it. It ſhall not have 
place in this houſe. This will enter him of courſe into 
the ſubject which now you ought to have moſt 
in view. Let him ſee what you ſuffer for him. He 
cannot prove baſe to ſuch an excellence. I ſhat 


never enjoy my head or my ſenſes, ſhould this man 


prove a villain to you! — With a merit ſo exalted, 
ou may have puniſhment more than enough for your 
involuntary fault, in that huſband... * 
T would not have you be too ſure, that their pro- 
ject to ſeize you is over. The words intimating, that 
it is over, in the Letter of that abominable Arabella, 
ſeem calculated to give you ſecurity. — She only ſays, 
The believes that FRA is over, — And I do not yet 
find from Miſs Lloyd, that it is diſavowed. S0 it 
will be beſt, when you are in London, to be private, 
and, for fear of the worſt, to let every direction be to 
a third place ; for I would not, for the world, have 
ou fall into the hands of ſuch flaming and malevo- 
eat ſpirits, by pff. 
I will myſelf be content to direct to you at ſome 


Mother, or to any other, if occaſion be, that I i 
not where, you are. : „ 
Beſides, this meaſure will make you leſs apprehet- 


Give of the conſequences of their violence, ſhould they 
reſolve to attempt to carry you off in ſpite of Lone 
n I Would 
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I would have you direct to Mr. Hickman, even 
your Anſwer to this. I have a reaſon for it. Beſides, 
my Mother, ee e this particular indul- 
gence, is very poſitive. They have preyailed upon her, 
er, to give her word to this purpoſe — Spiteful 
oor wretches ! How I hate in particular your fooliſh 


o 


0 


Uncle Antony! | | | 
I would not have your thoughts dwell on the con- 
tents of your Siſter's ſhocking Letter; but purſue 
other ſubjects — The ſubjects before you. And let 
me know your progreſs with Lovelace, and what he 
fays to this diabolical Curſe. So far you may enter 
into this hateful ſubject. I expect that this will aptly 
introduce the grand topic between you, without 


beeding a mediator, | | 5 Is 

„Come, my dear, when things are at worſt, they 
Will mend. Good often comes, when Evil is ex- 
pected. — But if you deſpond, there can be no hopes 
of cure. — Don't let them break your heart ; for 
that, it is plain to me, is now what ſome people have 
in view to do. po Mend Bro $4 


How poor, to with-hold from you your books, your 
jewels, and your money! As money is all you can 
t preſent want, ſince they will vouchfafe to fend 
your cloaths, I ſend fifty guineas by the bearer, incloſed 
in ſingle papers in my Norris's Miſcellanies. I charge 
Jou, as you love me, return them not. 
I have more at your ſervice. So if you like not 
four lodgings or his behaviour when you get to town, 
eve both them and him out of hand. 1 
I would adviſe you to write to Mr, Morden with- 
out delay. If he intends for England, it may haſten 
him. And you will do very well till he can come. 
But ſurely Lovelace will be infatuated, if he ſecure 
{i bis happineſs by your conſent, before that of Mr. 
Morden's is made needful on his arrival. 
Once more, my dear, let me beg of you to be 


1 27 

1 

1 
' 


| ;omforted, Manage with your uſual prudence the 


3 | Stake 


— —— — — DI ey 
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FA before you, and all will ſtill be happy. Sup: 
poſe yourſelf to be me, and me to be you (your mag 
for your diſtreſs is mine); and then you will add fu 
day to theſe but Wenn Ades nich are held) 


out to * by + 27 9H 
| + Your 'ever-offeAlionate and faithful 7 vat 
ANNA Howps: 


Cy #72 


e this _ by Robert. I will i inquire into. 
the truth of your Aunt's: pretences. about the 
change of meaſures which ſhe ſays they intended, 

3 "20 caſe 608 had not 1 oP" 300 


I lo 1 


LEHATT ER LV. i wol tl 
Miß CLartssa HarLows, To Miſs How" br 


ane ſdoy Morning, April 260% 1 

Y OUR Letter, my. beloved: Miſs Howe, gives 
me great comfort. How ſweetly dol experienee 
the truth 2 the Wiſe man's obſervation, That a ey 


ful friend is the medicine of life! ; * 
Your meſſenger finds me juſt ſetting out for; Lone 


don: The chaiſe at the door. Already I have taken 


leave of the good Widow, who has obliged me with 
the company of ber eldeſt Daughter, at Mr. Loves! 
lace's requeſt, while he rides by us. The young 
gentle woman is to return in two or three days with the 
chaiſe, in its way to my Lord M's Hertfordihire Seat. 
I received my Siſter” s dreadful: Letter on Sunday, 


when Mr. Lovelace was out. He ſaw, on his return 


my extreme anguiſh and dejection; and he was told. 
how much worſe 1 had been F or Thad fainted: awaf! 


more than once. d An 
P thinle the contents of it have touched m bead 
well as my heart. oem v 


He would fain have wen it. But I would not per- 
mit that, becauſe of the threatenings he would hade 
found i in it againſt himſelf. As i 1as,. the ay" 
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ach upon me; made him break out into exeerations 
u menaces. I was ſo ill, that he himſelf adviſed- 
to delay · going to town on Monday, as I propoſed 


x 1 a 5 
I. 7 
ba, þ * 
0 —— 


He is extremely -regardful and tender of me. All 


lat you ſuppoſed d follow this violent Letter, 


om him, has followed it. He has offered himſelf to 


ny acceptance, in ſo unreſerved a manner, that I am 
dneerned I have written ſo freely and ſo diffidently 
Him: Pray, my deareſt friend, keep to yourſelf 
ne. | 3 

Imuſt acquaint you, that his kind behaviour, and 
my low-ſpiritedneſs, co-operating with your former 


vice, and my unhappy ſituation, made me that very 


Sunday evening receive unreſervedly his declarations : 
And now indeed JI am more in his power than ever. 


gerye thing that may appear diſreputable of him from 


He preſſes me every hour (indeed as needleſly, as 


Mindly) for freſh'tokens of my eſteem Ahr him, and 


donfidence in him. He declares, thit! be did doubt 


ofthe one; and was ready to deſpair of the other. 


And, as-T have been brought to ſome verbal conceſ- 


ns; if he ſhould prove unworthy, I am ſure, 1 


lll have great reaſon to blame this violent Letter: 


for -I have no reſolution at all. Abandoned thus of 
Amy natural friends, and only you to pity me; and 
qu reſtrained, as I may ſay; I have been forced toturn 
my deſolate heart to ſuch- protection as I could find. 


All my comfort is, that your advice repeatedly 


gen to the ſame purpoſe, in your kind Letter before 
me; warrants me. I now ſet out the more chearfully to 
london on that account: For before, a heavy weight 

lung upon my heart, amd, altho' I thought it beſt and 


to go, yet my ſpirit-ſunk, I know not why, at 
motion I' made towards a preparation for it. 


DS ſpirits will not meet. 


Hack. 


ne, eifiief wit happem om the roads 1 


4 very one is waiting for me. Pardon me, my beſt, 


—— 
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my kindeſt friend, that I return your Norris. In 


more promiſing preſpecte, I cannot have occaſign k; 


your favour. Befides, I have ſome hope, that 


altho* it is denied me in the Letter. If hey de ng, 
and if I ſhould have occaſion, I can but fignify my 
wants to fo ready a friend. And I have promiſed tc 
be obliged only to you. But I had rather methin ; 
you ſhould have it Hill to ſay, if challenged, that no- 


my cloath- they will fend me the money I wrote lch, 


thing of this nature has been either requeſted or done. 


I fay This, with a view intirely to my future hopes of 
recovering your Mother's favour, which, next to that 


of my own Father and Mother, I am moſt ſolicitous 


to recover, 


. I muſt acquaint you with one thing more, notwith- 


ſtanding my hurry ; and that is, that Mr. Lovelace 
offered either to. attend me to Lord M's, or to ſend 
for his Chaplain, yeſterday. He preſſed me to conſent 
to this propoſal, moſt earneſtly ; and even ſeemed des 


ſirous rather to have the Ceremony pals. here, than in 


London; For when there, I had told him, it was time 
enough to conſider of ſo weighty and important a mat: 
ter. Now, upon the i of your kind, your con- 
ſolatory Letter, methinks I could almoſt wiſh it had 
been in my porber to comply with his earneſt ſolicita- 
tions. But this dreadful Letter has unhinged my whole 


frame. Then ſome little Punctilio ſurely is neceſſary, 


No Preparation made, No Articles drawn. No Li 
cence ready. Grief ſo extreme: No Pleaſure in pro- 
ſpect, nor ſo much as in wiſh—O my dear, who could, 


think of entering into ſo ſolemn an F 


W ho, /o unprepared, could ſeem to be ſ ready! 

If I could flatter myſelf, that my indifference. to all; 
the joys. of this, life proceeded from proper. matiyes 
and not rather from the diſappointments and mortifi. 


cations my pride bas met with, how much rather, I 
think, ſhould I chuſe to be wedded to my ſhroud, han 


to any man on earth F Indeed 
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Mifs, Clarif Hatlowe. 273 


deed I have at preſent no, pl ure, but in your 
ftiendſhip. Continue That to me, I beſeech you. If 
heart riſes hereafter to a capacity of more, it muſt 
e on that foundation. 
irits fink again, on ſetting out. Excuſe this 
1 5 vapouriſn dejection, which forbids me even 
apes the cordial that keeps life from ſtagnating, and 
Ae was denied me till within e W and- 
ours 
ut *tis time to relieve you. 
Adieu, my beſt beloved and kindeſt friend! Pray 
bf your 
4 Bo Cra. 
an. f go E "L 5 2 E R IL; - 
P 1 How, To Mifs Cuarisa HARLOWE. 
©. Thurſday, April 27. 
Jam ſorry you ſent back my Norris. But you muſt 
be allowed to do as you pleaſe. So muſt I, in re- 
furn. We muſt neither of us perhaps expect abſo- 
of of the other what is the righteſt to be done; 
yet few folks, ſo young as we are, better know, 
what that righte I cannot ſeparate myſelf from 
you; altho' e a double inſtance of my vanity in 


dining myſelf with you in this particular aſſertion. 

Jam moft heartily rejoiced, that your proſpecls are 
b much mended; and that, as I hoped, good has been 
produced out of evil. What muſt the man have been, 
What muſt have been his views, had he not taken ſuch 

aturn, upon a Letter fo vile, and treatment fo unna- 
tural, himſelf principally the occaſion of it? 
Fou now beſt your motives for ſuſpending: But T 

b, e could have taken him at offers ſo earneſt. 
—_ ou not have permitted him to ſend for 
Ms Chaplain? If PunQtilio only was in the 


0 and want of a Licence, and of proper Prepara- 
löns, oy fuch- like, my Service to you, my dear: 


9817 N 5 | And 


mo 


27h Te His von of), 
And there is ceremony tantamount to your, cexe- 
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he matter you wiſh for is in your power z, and het 
as, you have ſaid juſtly CA Wh ROT 
eee £m rage 
But it is a ſtrange perverſeneſs in human nat 
that we ſlight that when near us, which at a diſtance 
we wiſh for. 4 | : 155 
You have now but one point to purſue: That is 
Marriage. Let that be ſolemnized. Leave the ref 
to Providence; and, to uſe your own words in a for- 
mer Letter, follow as that leads. You will have a 
handſome man, a genteel man; he would be a wi/e 
man, if he were not vain of his endowments, and wild 
and intriguing : But while the eyes of many of our 
Sex, taken by ſo ſpecious a form, and ſo brilliant a ſpi- 
rit, encourage that vanity, wag muſt be contented to 
ſtay till grey hairs and prudence enter upon the ſtage 
together. Va would not have every thing in the 
ſame man. „% a. as hn 
I believe Mr. Hickman treads no crooked, paths; 
but he hobbles moſt ungracefully in a ftrait one. Vet 
Mr. Hickman, tho' he Safes not my eye, nor diverts 
my car, will not, as I believe, di/guff the one, nor ſhock 
the other. Your man, as I have lately faid, will al- 
ways keep up attention; you will always be alive wih 
him, tho' perhaps more from fears than hopes: While 
Mr. Hickman will neither ſay any thing to keep one 
awake, nor yet, by ſhocking adventures, make one's 
flumbers uneaſy. Eh Frcs 
Il believe I now know which of the two men ſo pru- 
dent a perſon as you would, at firft, have choſen; nor 
doubt I, that you can gueſs which I would have made 
choice of, if I might. But proud as we are, the proud - 
eſt of us all can only refuſe, and many of us accept the 


* 


na 


0 


but half-wotthy, for fear a {till worſe ſhould offer, 1 


y a decliner, as to prefer a ſhrqud, when, | 


> SES bh RR rR . 


RR Lp D Sx» - xv: F35X.- ' 


10 


M5: Clariſſa Harlowe. 275 
I the men had choſen for ſpirits like their own, al- 
too“ Mr. Lovelace, at the long run, might have been 
many Vor me, I don't doubt but I ſhould have given 
Nart⸗ ace for heart-ake, for one half-year at leaſt; 
ile you, with my dull-ſwift, would have glided on. 
# ſetenely, as calmly, as accountably, as the ſucceed- 
ing ſeaſons ;. and varying no otherwiſe than they, to, 
ing on new beauties and conveniencies to all about 


jou. 


was going on in this ſtile—But my Mother broke- 


n upon me, with a prohibitory aſpect. Sho gave me 
leave but for one ct had juſt parted 
with your, odious Uncle; and they had been in cloſe 
tonference again, _ V 
She has vexed me; I muſt lay this by till I hear 
from you again; not knowing whither to ſend it. 

, Direct me to a Third place, as I. deſired in my 
I told my Mother (on her challenging me) that I 
was writing indeed, and to you: But it was only to 
iſe myſelf; for-I'proteſted, that I knew not where 


amu 
of N your N | 5 
I bope that your next may inform me of your nup- 
tals, altho' the next to that were to acquaint me, that: 
te was the ungratefulleſt monſter. on carth; as he muſt 
ber if not the kindeſt-huſband in it. 
My Mother has vexed me. But ſo, on reviſing, I. 
wrote before.—But ſhe has unhinged me, as-you-call it : 
Fretended- to catechiſe Hickman,. I aſſure you, for 
contributing to our ſuppoſed correſpondence. - Ca- 
teehiſe him ſeverely too, upon my word Il believe I 
ave a ſneaking: kindneſs for the ſneaking fellow; for 
kcannot endure-that:any-body ſhould treat him like a 
bo! but myſelf WIE: 
. Thelieve, e bit and me, the good Lady forgot 
elf, . F heard: her loud. She poſſibly. imagined, that 
my Father was come W een 
vo 14 | 0: of 


Nr Te Hs Tow of '\ 
ofthe Man might have ſooner convinced her, I ſhoud 41 
bave thought; for my Father, it ſeems, would tall as 6 
loud as ſhe, I ſuppoſe (tho within a ſeœC yards of each 4 
ather) as if both were out of their way, and were hel- 
lowing at half a mile's diſtance, to get in agai. | 6 
I know you'll blame me ſor this ſaucineſs. But I 1 
told you I was vexed: And if T had not a ſpirit, my Þ| %; 
parentage on both fides might be doubte. Þ & 
Lou muſt not chide me too ſeverely, however, be- 
cauſe I have learned of you not to defend myſelf in an 10 
error: And I own I am wrong: And that's enough. Ie 
You won't be ſq generous in this cafe, as you are in 0 
cvery other, if you don't think it is. J 


1 


Adieu, my dear! I muſt, I will love you; and love et 


you for ever! So ſubſcribes your | 31033.) | © 
lie WAIT ANNA Hows. 10 
Ht 5 332 3 Joi 1902S V( 
LETTER L VII. I uit 

Prem Miſs How ER. Inclaſed in the above. . » 


12 AVE been making inquiry, as L. 0ld ou ber 
L would, whether your Relations had really (before I in 
you left them) reſolved upon that change of meaſures Þ poſi 
which your Aunt mentions in her Letter; and by lay- E 
ing together ſeveral pieces of intelligence, ſome drawn 

from my Mother, thro' your Uncle Antony's commu- 
nications; ſome from , Miſs Lloyd, by your Siſter's; Þ ſequ 
and ſome by a third way, that 1 ſhall not tell you of; 8 
I have reaſon to think the following a true State of the © 
Caſe. 1 
Tphat there was no intention of a change of mea -I 
< ſures, till within two or three days of your going | mak 
away. On the contrary, your Brother and Siſter || patic 
tho” they had no hope of prevailing with you in her 
Solmes's favour, were reſolved never to give over Þ Vent 
their perſecutions, till they had puſhed you upon takes y 
ing ſome ſtep, which, by help of their goed ers Wo 


„ 
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u „ ſnould be deemed inencuſable by; thehalfwwitted: 
TH v ſouls they had to play Aa yk . t-anndr ara 
þ a, But that at laſt your ider (tired withand per: 
1 | © haps aſhamed of the paſſive part ſhe } 
I thought fit to declare to Miſs Bell, that ſhe was de- 
F termined to try to put an end to the family- feuds; 
y [ and to get your Vide ODS: wofecond ber en» 
1+ Fo Nexvours, 2000 571785 
„This alarmed your Mother und, Siſters * then 
(a change of was reſolved upon. Solmes's 
offers Were however too advantageous to be given: 
(up; and your Father's condeſcenſion was now to be 
3 ſole dependence, and (as they give out) the 
ing of what that would do with! Vous their laſt 
ore.” 1 | | 
9 indeed, my dens; this muſt have ſucdeeitad: 
| [ verily think, with ſuch a daughter as they had to deal 
1 vith, could that Father, who never, I dare ſay, kneeled 
In his life but to his God, have fo far conde cended as 
Ii your Aunt writes he would. * 
5 But then, my dear, what would this have Pan * 
1 lechaps you would have given Lovelace the necting, 
re: in hopes to pacify him, and prevent miſchief; ſup- 
en poling that they had given you time, and not hurried 
yo! ray directly into the State. But if you had not met 
vn you ſee, that he was reſolved to viſit them, and 
u- vell attended too: Aud what Gp have been the con- 
83 ſequence * 
f; do that, vpon the whole, we know not but matters 
he l W. be beſt as they are, however cee chat 
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-I hope your confiderats and thoughtful mind will 
ng! make a good uſe of this hint. WhO wou'd not with 
ry hatience ſuſtain even a great evil, if ſhe could perſuade 
in berſelf, that it was kindly diſpenſed, in crder to pre- 
er | Vent a fill greater f—Efpecially, if ſhe could lit down, 
6s f #You can, and acquit her own heart 

Damit me one further obſery e we. not fre; 
I8 |. from 
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from the above.State af the: matter, what might/haye- 
been done before, by the awrtby/perſorn of your fainily, 


haddſlie:exertedthe Anber, in behalf. of a child ſo me- 
xitoriauss. yet ſo much oppreſſed? | en 


Adienm my dear. I will bo ever yours. 404, 4490 6 
ne 13 los hi ue as Anna Hows, | 
Ware Anse eee | einge; 
Clariſſa, in her Anſwer to the firſt of, tha; tpu 
. Letters, chides.her. friend, for giving ſa litt. 
eight ta her advice, in relation ta her bebauiour 
ta her Mather. 1; may he proper te inſert hare\the 
allowing tracts from that. Anſwer; tho! alittle 
T 4-3 | $4.40 OM. 


be fare the time. 5 1. 1 
II VIII. — — ſays ſhe, what I have before 
„written in Mr. Hickman's behalf. I will only te- 
mind you of an abſervation I, have made to you 
more than once, that you have outhived: your firſt. 
© paffien ;, and had the ſecond man been an angel, he 
© would not have been more than indifferent to you. 

« My motives for ſuſpending, proceeds ſhe, were 
not merely ceremoni aus ones. L was really very ill, I 
could not hold up my head. The contents of my 
< Siſter's: Letters had piereed. my heart. Indeed, my 
« dear, I was very ill. And was I, moreover, to be as 
ready to accept his offer, as if I were afraid he never 
« would repeat itf” : 


To the ſecond Letter, among other things, ſhe ſays: 
- © So, my dear, you ſeem. to think, that there was 2 
fate in my error. The cordial, the conſiderate friend, 


4 
F 


js ſeen in the obſervation you make on this occaſion. 


« Yet fince things have happened as they have, would 
to Heaven I could: hear, that all the world acquitted 
© my Father, or, at leaſt, my Mother l whoſe cha- 


& rater, before theſe family - feuds broke out, was the 


ſubject of every- one's admiration, Don't let any- 
body ſay from you, fo that it may come to nn ear 
that ſhe might, by a timely exertion of n na 

i 6. lents, 
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e my.dear, that in bar atum gnod time, when-ſhe! 
w that there was, not likely, to: be an end. to my 
Brother's perſecutions, ſhe reſolved to exert herſelf. 
« But. the pragmatical. daughter, . h Fatal meeting, 
«© precipitatediall;. and fruſtrated: her indulgent deſigns. 
« = love, I am now convinced, hy dear experience, 
«that while-children are ſo happy as to have 


nts or 


6\auardians, whom they may canſult, they d not 
— not: withake beſt and — intentions) 


to follow their own conceits, in material: caſes,” 

A ray of hope of future Reconciliation, darts 
ein upon my mind, from the intention you tell 
© me my Mother had to exert herſelf in my fauour, 
had I not gone away. And my hope is the ſtronger, 
« as this communication points out to me, that my 
Uncle Hlarlawe's inter ęſt is likely, in my Mother's 
© opinion, to be of weight, if it could be engaged. It 
© will behove me, perhaps, to apply to that dear Uncle, 
e proper occationoffer,” 


in l „ r 
Mr. LovELACE, To John BET TOR, EV; 
4 TE is _— a whimſical web for thy friend; 
and I ſee not but I ſhall be inevitably manacled. 
Here have 1 been at work, dig, dig, dig, like a cun- 
zing miner, at one time, and ſpreading my ſnares, like 
an artful fowler, at another, and exulting in my con- 
trivances to get this inimitable creature abſolutely. into 


my power. Every-thing-made for me. Her Brother 


and Uncle were but my pioneers: Her Father ſtormed 
L directed him ta ſtorm. Mrs. Howe was acted by 
e ſprings I ſet at work: Her Daughter was moving 
r me, and yet imagined herſelf plumb againſt me: 
And the dear creature herſelf had. already run her ſtub- 
bern neck into my gin, and knew not. that ſhe was. 
8 caught; 
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caught; for I had not drawn my ſprindges cloſe about 
her—And juſt as all this was completed, wouldſt thou 
believe, that I ſhould be my own enemy, and her 
friend? That I ſhould be ſo totally diverted from all 
my favourite purpoſes, as to propoſe to marry her be- 
fore I went to town, in order to put it out of my o 
power to reſume themnnmm 

When thou knoweſt This, wilt thou not think that 
my black angel plays me booty, and has taken it into 
his head, to urge me on to the indiſſoluble tie, that he 
might be more ſure of me (from the complex tranſ. 
greſſions to which he will certainly ſtimulate me, when 
wedded) than perhaps he thought he could be from the 
ſimple ſins, in which I have ſo long allowed myſelf," 
that they ſeem to have the plea of habit? 
Thou wilt be ſtill the more ſurpriſed, when I tell 
thee, that there ſeems to be a coalition going forward 
between the black angels and the white ones; for here 
bas hers induced her in one hour, and by one retro“ 
grade accident, to acſnotolege, what the charming erea · 


ture never before acknowleged, a preferable favour 


for me. She even avows an intention to be mine: 


Mine, without reformation- conditions. — She permits 


me to talk of Love to her: Of the irrevocable Cere- 
mony : Yet, another extraordinary ! poſtpones that 
Ceremony; chuſes to ſet out for London; and even 
to go to the Widow's in town. | vp 

Well, but how eomes all this about, methinks thou 
aſkeſt?— Thou, Lovelace, dealeſt in wonders, yet 
aimeſt not at the Marvellous— How did all this come 
I will tell thee—I was in danger of loſing my 
Charmer for ever. — She was ſoaring upward to her 
native Skies. She was got above earth, by means, too, 
of the Earib - born And ſomething extraordinary wa 
to be done to keep her with us Sublunaries. And what 
ſo effectually as the ſoothing voice of Love, and the 
attracting offer of Matrimony from a man not hated,, 


ES SS ©. 


gat 
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t L have given her a life her unnatur ; 
vell-nigh taken, AWAY. 5, ſhall, 1 not cheriſh the fruits 
a my own benefaction? I was in earneſt in my vows. 
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49; fix the attention of the maiden. heart aking with, 
uncertainty z. and before impatient of the queſtionable 
queſti ion? een 75 41. 44 7 WW , 

N in ſhort, was the caſe While ſhe Was re- 


1 
„„ „ 
K # 1811 


ng all manner of obligation to me, keeping oe at 


haughty diſtance, in hopes that her Couhn Morden's; 
rival would ſoon fix her in a full and abſolute inde- 


dence of me; diſguſted likewiſe at her adorer, for 


folding himſelf the reins of his own paſſions, inſtead of; 
giving them up to her controul She writes a Letter, 
urging an Anſwer to a Letter before ſent, for her ap- 
parel, her jewels, and ſome gold, which ſhe had left. 


behind her; all which was to ſave her pride from obli- 


ation, and to promote the independence her heart 
vas ſet upon. And what followed but a ſhocking 


Anſwer, made ſtill more ſhocking by the communi- 
ation of a Father's curſe upon a — 6 deſerving. 
only; bleſſings ?—A curſe upon the curſer's heart, and 
double one upon the tranſmitter's, the ſpiteful, the 


* 


Abſent when it came on my return, I. found: her 
recovering from fits, again to fall into ſtronger fits; 
ad no- body expecting her life; half a dozen meſſen- 

s diſpatched to fin me out. Nor wonder at her. 
Log ſoaffected ; ſhe, whoſe fil:al piety. gaye her dread- 
ul faith in a Father's curſes ;, and the curſe of this. 
oomy tyrant extending (to uſe her own words, when. 
he could ſpeak) to both worlds —O that it had turned, 
n the moment of its utterance, to a mortal quinſey, 


Jad ſticking in his gullet, had choaked the old exe- 
autor, as a warning to all ſuch unnatural Fathers 


What a miſcreant had. I been, not to have endea- 


| 7 to bring her back, by all the endearments,. by 


Uthe vows, by all the offers, that I could make her? 
I did bring her back. More than a Father to. her; 
a Father had. 


to 
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to marry; and my ardor to urge the preſent time was! 
2'realardor. But extreme dejection, with a mingle#/ 
delicacy, that in her dying moments I doubt not ſhi 
will preſerve, have caufed her to refaſe- me the Tune 
tho" not the Solemnity; for ſhe has told me; that no 
ſne muſt be wholly in my protection, deing dſtituti of 
every other More indebted ſtill, thy ſriend; as thow 
ſeeſt, to her cruel relations, than to herſelf, for her 
favour ! + 22013800 
She has written to Miſs Howe an account' of their 
barbarity; but has not acquainted her, how veryall fe 
Seth, e RET 44: iy „ 44:45 21) 426 
Low, very low, ſhe remains; yet, dreading” her 
ſtupid Brother's'enterprize; ſhe wants to be in London 
Where, but for this accident; and (wouldſt thou hae 
believed it?) for ny per ſunſions, ſeeing her ſo very iſhʒ 
ſhe would have been this night; and we ſhall actually 
ſet out on Wedneſday morning, if ſnhe be not worſe. 
And nou for a ſer words with tliee, on thy heavy 
preachment of Saturday laſt. ; 916) 55 eee 
Thou art apprehenſive, that the Lady-is'now'truly 
in danger; anch it is a miracle, thou telleſt me, if fhie 
withſtand ſuch an attempter: Knowing what we know 
of the Sex, thou ſayeſt, thou ſhouldſt dread, wert 
thou me, to make farther trial, leſt thou ſhouldſt IN. 
c ſucceed.” And, in another place; telleſt me, That 
< thou: pleadeſt-not for the State for any favour thow Mar, 
c haſt for it.” Wy | 1 565 Bald 
What an advocate art thou for matrimony — Thou | ili 
wert ever an unhappy fellow at argument. Does the og: 
trite ſtuff with which the reſt of thy Letter abounds,” I Whe 
in favour of wedlock, ftrike with the force that this | 
which I have tranſcribed does againſt it? 
Thou takeſt great pains to convince'me, and thit 
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from the diſtreſſes the Lady is reduced to (chief) h/ |Whi 
her friends perſecutions and implacablenefs, I hop# | Wer 
thou wilt own, and not from me, as yet) that the pro- Glo 
poſed trial will not be a fair trial. rue ſte « 
p . e066, I 5 
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hee, Is not Calamity the teſt of Virtue? And wouldſt 


thou not have me value this charming creature upon 
10% of her merits Do I not intend to reward her 
„ y marriage, if ſhe ſtand that ny Av 179940 * 
But why repeat I what I have ſaid before ? Turn 
hk, thou egregious arguer, turn bach to my long 
Letter of the 13th (a); and thou wilt there find every 
er I ſtable of what thou haſt written either anſwered or 
I invalidated. | | * 
eir But I am not angry with thee, Jack. ILlove oppo- 
fir ] ſition, As gold is tried by fire, and virtue by tempta- 
ton; fo is ſterling wit by oppoſition. Have I not, be- 
er | re thou ſettedſt out as an advocate for my Fair-one, 
i! I often; brought thee in, as making objections to my 
ve; | poceedings, for no other reaſon than to exalt myſelf 
in I proving thee a man of ſtraw ? As Homer raiſes up 
ly any of his champions, and gives them terrible names, 
ah to have them knocked on the head by his heroes. 
y However, take to thee this one piece of advice 
»*1 } Ivermore be ſure of being in the right, when thou 
uly' | eſumeſt to ſit down to correct thy maſter. 

fre Well, but to return to my principal ſubject : let me 
ow berve, that be my future reſolutions what they will 
ert to this Lady, the contents of the violent Letter ſhe 


la bes received, have ſet me at leaſt a month forward 
hat neh her, I can now, as I hinted, talk of Love and 
how! Marriage, without controul or reſtriction; her In- 
unctions no more my terror. 1 en 2 
hou n this ſweetly familiar way ſhall we ſet out together 
the | London. Mrs. Sorlings's eldeſt daughter, at my 
ids,” nouon, is to attend her in the chaiſe; while J ride by ? 
this' | of: eſcorte: For ſſie is extremely apprehenſive of. 
e Singleton plot; and has engaged me to be all pa- 
that' enge, if any-thing ſliould happen on the wad. But 
bung Lam ſure till happen: For, by a Letter re- 
ße 1 Wed juſt now from Joſeph, I underſtand, that James 


pro” lolo has alteady-laid-afide his ſtupid project? And! 
aſt As Ser _— | F554 „„ Thie 


bee, (o) See Letter xvii, p. 103. to 173. of this Volume. 
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This by the earneſt defire of all thoſe of his friends th 
whom he had communicated it; who were afraid of 
the conſequences that might attend it. But it is not 
over with me however; altho' I am not determined 
at 7 as to the uſes I may make of it. 
My Beloved tells me, ſhe ſhall. have her cloaths ſent 

er: She hopes alſo her jewels, and ſome gold, which 

e left behind her. But Joſeph ſays, cloaths only will 


be ſent. I will not, however, tell her that: On the 


contrary, I ſay,” there is no doubt, but they will ſend 
all ſhe wrote for. The greater her diſappointment 
from them, the greater muſt be her dependence on me. 

But, after all, I hope I ſhall be enabled to be honeſt 
to a merit ſo tranſcendent. The devil take thee tho, 
for thy opinion given ſo mal-a-propo', that ſhe may 
overcome, . W 
If thou deſigneſt to be honeſt, methinks thou ſay'f, 
why ſhould not Singleton's plot be over with ther, as 
it is with her Brother? W hs Vc e 
Becauſe (if I mu/t anſwer thee) where people are f 
modeſtly doubtful. of what they are able to do, iti 
good to leave a loop-hole. And let me add, that when 
a man's heart is ſet upon a point, and any-thing occiity 
to beat him off, he will find it is very difficult, when 


the ſuſpending reaſon ceaſes, to forbear reſuming it. 


. t Ale 
Mr. LoveLace,. To JoHN BELToRp, En, 
, 3 Tueſday, April 25. 
„ | | . 3 'J 
AZ L hands at work in 3 * Lone 
4 What makes my heart beat ſo ſtrong? Why rie 
it to my throat, in ſuch half-choaking flutters, when 
think of what this removal may do for me? I am hi- 
therto reſolved: to be honeſt : And that increaſeg m/ 
wonder at theſe involuntary commotions. Iis a lot- 
ting villain,of a heart: It ever was; and ever will) 
I doubt. Such a joy when any roguery is gong f. 
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ward !—T fo little its maſter A head likewiſe,ſo 
Fell turned to anſwer the triangular varlet's impulſes! 
No matter. I will have one ſtruggle with thee, old 
fend; and if I cannot overcome thee now, I never 
will again attempt to conquer thee. avg 


The dear creature continues extremely low and de- 


ed. Tender Bloſſom ! How unfit to contend with 
e rude and ruMing winds of paſſion, and haughty 


ind inſolent controul Never till now from under the 


ing (it is not enough to ſay of indulging, but) of ad- 
mreng parents; the Mother's boſom only fit to receive 
this charming flower! 3 3 
This was the reflection, that, with mingled Com- 
ben and augmented Love, aroſe to my mind, when 
[beheld the Charmer repoſing her lovely face upon the 
boſom of the widow Sorlings, from a recovered fit, as 
L entered, ſoon after ſhe had received her execrable 
iſter's'Letter. How lovely in her tears !—And as T 
entered, her lifted-up face, ſignificantly beſpeaking my 
totection, as I thought. And can I be a villain to 
2 angel I hope not. —But why, Belford, wh 
once more, putteſt thou me in mind, that ſhe may be 
wercome ? And why is her own reliance on my ho- 
nour ſo late and ſo reluctantly ſhewn?  *' 
But, after all, ſo low, ſo dejected, continues ſhe to 
be, that I am terribly afraid I ſhall have a vapouriſh 
wife, if I do marry. i ſhould then be doubly undone. 
Not that I ſhall be much at home with her, perhaps, 
after the firſt fortnight, or ſo. But when a man has 
been ranging, like the painful Bee, from flower to 
flower, perhaps for a month together, and the thoughts 
of Home and a Wife begin to have their charms with 
him, to be received by a Niobe, who, like a wounded 
Ve, weeps her vitals away, while ſhe but involunta- 
tlly curls about him ; how ſhall I be able to bear That ? 
May Heaven reſtore my Charmer to health and ſpi- 
that a man may ſee whether ſhe 
y but her Father and Mother fr 
| 181 


* 


Wh 
WS. 


their power, Jam confident, it ill be at any times 
make her huſband joyleſs; and that, as. hate them ſo 
heartily, is a ſhocking thing to rifle upon, Som- 
thing more than woman, an angel, in ſome things; but 
a baby in others: So father - ſick] fo family-fond! 
what:a poor chance Randsa;huſband. with ſuch awiſe, * 


unleſs, forſooth, they vouchſuſe to be reconciled to het, 
and continus reconciledd ü _ 
It is (infinitely better for her and for me, that me 
ſhould not marry. What a delightful manner of liſ 
(O that I could perſuade her toit I) would the life of 
Fonour be with ſuch er e [ _ 3 
quietudes, the uneaſy days, the eſs nights; all 
ariſing from doubts of having diſobliged — Every 
OP — — an —_— for ** And then, 
wiamply rew and rewarding, by the rapture- 
— Such a paſſion —_— keeps 1 
à continual fervour; makes it all alive. The apy 
pair, inſtead of fitting dozing and nodding at 
other in oppoſite ehimney- corners, in à winter even- 
ing, and over a wintry. Love, always new to each 
other, and having always ſomething 8 . 
Thou knoweſt, in my verſes to my Stella, my mini 
on this occaſion. Iwill, lay thoſe verſes in her way,, 
as if undeſignedly, when we are together at tlie : 
;dow's ;: that is to ſay, if we do not ſoon go to Church. 
by conſent. She will thence ſee what my notions hu A 
of wedlock. If ſhe receives them with any ſort ff 
temper, that will be a foundation; and let me alone i Roy 
Many a girl has been carried, who neyer,woul | ; 
have been attempted, had ſhe ſhewed a proper reſent: | 11 
ment, when her ears or her eyes were firſt invaded |; 7 
B 
ha 
Fer 
Ks 
bears 
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J have tried a young creature by a bad book, a ligt!“ 2 
quotation, or an indecent picture; and if ſhe has bot 

that, or only bluſhed, and not been angry; and mom. K 
. if ſhe has leered and ſmiled; that girl hade] Wer: 


i? x 4 i 


FI EzETSTE 


EEILES 


ts 2 
— 1 


= 
ven · 
E 
mind 


Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe. 265 


Envy» more than Virtue, will put me upon ſetting up 
beacons for them, when I grow old and joyleſa 
rea: ont 00006 e | 


bn 165, eee Tueſday Afternoon, 
Mr you are in London when I get thither, you il 
ſee m6. ſoon. My Charmer is a little better than ſhe 
was. Her eyes ſhew it, and her harmonious, voice, 
jay heart onde more. But yet ſhe, has no Love, no 
benſibility — There is no addrefling her with thoſe 
meaning, yet innocent freedoms (innocent, at rf. ſet- 
ling out, they may be called) which ſoſten others of her 
. The more ſtrange this, as ſhe now acknowleges 
preferable favour for me; and is highly ſuſeentible of 
grief. Grief mollifies and enervates. The grieved 
mind looks round it, ſilently implores conſolation, and 
bves, the Soother. Grief is ever an inmate with joy. 
Tho they won't ſhew themſelves at the ſame window 
none time; yet have they the whole houſe in common 
detween:them. F * ö : Nn r 


„ LIE TNT E R LI. oy 
"Mr. Lovelace, To Joh BeirForD, E 


CCC Madn. Apr. 26. 
At laſt, my lucky Star has directed us into the de- 
red Port, and we are ſafely landed. Well ſays 
ure: FCC | nne Mit 1 
De Qꝛoiſe and active conquer diſicultiee 
45 daring to attempt them. Sloth and 97745 hy 
, Shiver and ſbrink at 77 toil and hazard, _ 8 
And make th' impoſſibility they fear. 3 
But in the midſt of my: exultation, ſomething, 1 
Now not what to call it, | i. my Joy 8 and glooms 

der my brighter proſpects. If it be not Conſcience, 
ks. wondrouſly like what I thought ſo, many, many 
(ks ago. | : Sur ely, 


* ; 


t 


4 
- 


2 
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*-Hurely, Tlovdlare; methinks ou Ly 
miotions"\are: ws, ne off alread oy! Suh te bee 
not — be Villain to this 


"7; 4a 
I can't tell what to ſay to it. Why makes 
dear creature accept of me, when I ſo ſincerely offered 


ſelf to her acceptance? Things alread appear with 
— different face now I have r 
have 6ur Mother and her Daughters been about: m6, 
© Charming Lady ! What a complexion ! What eyes! 
What majeſty in her perfon!—O Mr. Lovelace, 
6. 2 a happy man!—You owe us ſuch a Lady! 
Then they remind me of my — and of ay 
hatred a6 her whole family, 
Sally was ſo ſtruck with her, at firſt bebe, that fly 
broke out to me. in thoſe lines of Dryden: 8 


ales kurs tobe ſeen, Ay 

"Than the fair Lily on the flow'ry ay 

\ More freſh than May beet elf in 2 * new | 7 
I ſent to thy Lodgings within half an hour after our 
arrival, to receive thy congratulations. upon it: # 1 
thou wert at Edgware, it ſeems. 4 

My Beloyed, wh is charmingly auiended, is br 
tired to her conſtant employment, writing. 
content myſelf with the ſame amuſement, till ſhi hl 
be pleaſed to admit me to her preſence ; v for alreadf 
have I given to every one her cue. 

But here comes the widow, with Dorcas W wed 
her hand. Dorcas Wykes, Jack, is to be the 2 NG | 
ſervant to my Fair-· one; and J am to introduce then 
both to her. 

In ſo many ways Walla it 3 in my power to have the 
dear creature no, that I ſhall not know which 4 
them to chuſe — | 3 

„ „„ | 1 


80 he honeſt Sir! 1s: Stat Of * pi. 
rentage: But, thro' a neglected education, 1 
illiterate She can neither Write, nor read writing. 


Kd. 
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; r itz and that thou wilt ſay, is odd. 
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kinfwoman of Mrs. Sinclair—Could not therefore well 
e reſuſed, the widow in perſon recommending her; 
md the wench only taken till her Hannah can come. 
What an advantage has an impoſing or forward nature 
er a courteous one !--So here may ſomething ariſe 
lead into correſpondencies, and fo forth. To ba 
hire, a perſon need not be /o wary, e of what 
writes, or what ſbe leaves upon her table or toilette, 
hem her attendant cannot read. - a 

# Dorcas is a neat creature, both in perſon and dreſs ; 
her countenance not vulgar. And I am in hopes that 
her Lady will accept of her for her bedfellow, in a 
ſtrange houſe, for a week or ſo. But I ſaw ſhe had a 
Alike to her at her very firſt appearance: Yet I 
thought the girl behaved very modeſtly—Over- did it 
a little perhaps—Her Lady ſhrunk back, and looked 
by upon her. The doctrine of Sympathies and An- 
tpathies is a ſurpriſing doctrine.— But Dorcas will be 
axceffively obliging, and win her Lady's favour ſoon, I 
doubt not. I am ſecure in one of the wench's qualities 
ever. She is not to be corrupted. A great point 
that !—-Since a Lady and her Maid, when heartily of 
one * „ will be too hard for half a ſcore devils. 
{The dear Creature was no leſs ſhy when the widowe' 
it accoſted her, at her alighting. Yet, I thought, 
that honeſt Doleman's Letter had prepared her for her 
miculine appearance. , | 
And now I mentidn that Letter, why doſt thou not 


\ 


what?; i a 
Why, joy of my Nuptials.— Know then, that ald, 
8 done with me, when I have a mind to rg ad 
ad that we are actually man and wife. Only that 
Gnſummation has not paſted—Bound down to the 


, 


7 Wtrary of that, by a ſolemn vow, till a Reconciiia- 
ah ten with her family take place. The vomen here 


told ſo. They know it, before 


my Beloved knows 
But 
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emper.on the intimation?. Ji, is.fhe not here f 
At Mrs. Sinclair's ?—Butif ſhe will hear reaſon, Idoubt 
not to convince her, that ſne ought to acquieſce, 
_ She will inſiſt, I ſuppoſe, upon my leaving her, and 
that 1 ſhall not take up my lodgings under the ſame: 
roof. But circumſtances are Flanges ſince I firſt made 
a 


* 


her that promiſe. I have taken all the vacant apart- | 


ments; and muſt carry this point alfo. OE 
I hope in a while to get her with me to the public 
Entertainments. She knows nothing of the Town, 
and has feen leſs of its diverſions than ever woman of 
her taſte, her fortune, her endowments, did fee. She 
has indeed a natural politeneſs, which. tranſcends ll 
acquirement. The moſt capable of any one I. ever 
knew, of judging what an hundred things are, by ſee- 
ing one of a like nature. Indeed ſhe took ſo much 
pleaſure in her own choſen amuſements till perſecuted 
out of them, that ſhe had neither leiſure nor inclina- 
tion for the 'Town-diverſions. - os bf Ol 
- Theſe diverſions will amuſe. And the duce is in 
it, if a little Suſceptibility will not put forth, now ſhe 
receives my addreſs. ; eſpecially if I can manage it ſo, 
ws to be allowed to live under one roof with her. What 
though the ſenſibility be at firſt faint, and reluctant, 
like the appearance of an early Spring-flower in froſty 
weather, which ſeems afraid of being nipt by an eaſter« 
Iy blaſt? that will be enough for hee. 
1 hinted to thee in a former (a), that I had provided 
Books for the Lady's. in- door amuſement. Sally and 
Polly are readers. My Beloved's light cloſet was their 
library. And ſeveral pieces of devotion have been 
put in, bought on purpoſe, at ſecond-hand. _. \.\ 
I was always for forming a judgment of ren 
part of the Sex by their books. The obſervations 
have made on this occaſion have been of great uſe to 
me, as well in England as aut of it. His ſagacious 
Lady may poſſibly be as curious in this pointy as her 
Lovelace. — ob 14 wk 


* 


(a) Sce Letter XXX Vis 2: 191. 
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go much for the preſent. Thou ſeeſt, that 1 have 
Vet I will write 
Kin ſoon. hg ; 


Mr. Lovelace FO another Letter with this; in 
>" 20hich he takes notice of young Mrs. Sorlings's ſet- 
ting out with them, and leaving them at Barnet: 
But as its contents are nearly the fame with thoſe 
in the Lady's next, it is omitted. . 

/ ĩ ˙ RE. ad 
Miß. CL ARISsA HARLOWE, To Miſs How- r. 
| Medn. Afternoon, Apr. 26. 
AT length, my deareſt Miſs Howe, I am in Lon- 

don, and in my new lodgings. They are neatly, 
furniſhed, and the Situation, for the Town, is pleaſat t. 
But I think, you muſt not aſk me, how I like the 
old gentlewoman. Yet ſhe ſeems courteous and ob- 
lging. Her kinſwomen juſt appeared to welcome me 
at my alighting. They ſeem to be genteel youn; 


Att, 


women. But more of their Aunt and of them, as I 
wall ſee more. 5 „ 


Miſs Sorlings has an Uncle at Barnet, whom ſhe 
found ſo very ill, that her uneaſineſs to ſtay to attend 
tim (having large expectations from him) made me 
comply with her deſire. Yet I wiſhed, as her Uncle 
lid not expect her, that ſhe would firſt ſee. me ſettled 
in London; and Mr, Lovelace was ſtill more earneſt 
that ſhe would, offering to ſend her back again in a 
dy or two, and urging, that her Uncle's malady 
threatened not a ſudden change. But leaving the 
matter to her choice, after ſhe knew what would have 
len mine, ſhe made me not the expected compliment. 
Mr. Lovelace, however, made her a handſome pre- 
, 8 „ 
» His genteel ſpirit on all occaſions makes me often 
mm wore celfiter. 
As ſoon as J arrived, I took poſſeſſion of my apart- 
Wt; O 2 ment. 
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ment. I ſhall make good uſe of the light cloſet in it 


if Lſtay here any time. 
One of his attendants returns in the morning to Th 


N. 


dividing them, at the ſame time that it doubles bur 


pleaſures by a mutual participation. Why, my de 
x you love me, will you not rather give another friend 
to one who has not two that ſhe is ſure of? Had you 
married on your Mother's laſt Birth-day, as ſhe would 
Have had you, I ſhould not, I dare ſay, have wante 
a refuge, that would have ſaved me many morti 


cations, and much diſgrace. . _ * Wl 
> 1 : * N 


HRE I was broken in upon by Mr. Lovelace; 


introducing the Widow leading in a kinſwoman of hers 
to attend me, if I approved of her, till my Hannah 
ſhould come, or till I had provided myſelf with ſome 
other ſervant. The Widow gave her many good qua- 
lities; but ſaid, that ſhe had one great defect; which 
was, that ſhe could not write, nor read writing; that 
part of her education having been neglected when ſhe 
was young: But for diſcretion, fidelity, obligingneſs, 
ſhe was not to be outdone by any-body. She com- 
mended her likewiſe for her ſkill at the needle. 

As for her deſæd, I can eaſily forgive that. She is 
: very likely and genteel; too gentee] indeed, I think, 
for a ſervant. , But what I like leaſt of all in her, ſhe 
has a ſtrange ſly Eye. I never ſaw ſuch an Eye 
Half-confident, I think. But indeed Mrs. aj 
herſelf (for that is che Widow's name) has af Of 
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winking eye; and her reſpectfulneſs ſeems too much 
ſtudied, methinks, for the London cafe and freedom. 
But people can't help their looks, you know; and 
after all, ſhe is extremely civil and obliging. And as 
for the 8 woman (Dorcas is her name) ſhe will 
BESS foie with me. e 50-999 won Dake 

J accepted her: How could 1 do otherwiſe (if Thad 
had a mind to make objections, which in my preſent ſi- 
tuation I had not) her Aunt preſent, and the young 
woman alfo preſent; and Mr. Lovelace officious in his 
mtroducing them, to oblige me? But upon their leav- 
ing me, I told him (who ſeemed inclinable to begin a 
converfation with me) that Ideſired that this apartment 
might be conſidered as my Retirement: That when 
Tfaw him, it might be in the Dining- room (which is 
up a few ſtairs; for this back Houſe being once two, 
the Rooms do not all of them very conveniently com- 
municate with each other); and that I might be as little 
broken in upon as poſſible, when I am here. He with- 
drew very reſpectfully to the door; but there ſtopt; 
and aſked for my company then in the Dining- room. If 


de were about ſetting out for other lodgings, I would 


go with him now, I told him: But if he did not juſt 


"then go, I would firſt finiſh my Letter to Miſs Howe. 


I ſee he has no mind to leave me, if he can help it. 
My Brother's ſcheme may give him a pretence to o 
to engage me to diſpenſe with his promiſe. But if 
at do, I muſt acquit him of it intirely, «© 4 


* 


7 
o 


"= 


. . * « 


My approbation of his tender behaviour in the midſt 


of my grief, has given him a right, as he ſeems to 
think, of addrefling me with all the freedom of an ap- 
proved Lover. I ſee by this man, that when once a 
woman embarks with this Sex, there is no receding. 
One conceſſion is but the prelude to another with 
mem. He has been ever ſince Sunday laſt continual- 
Jy' complaining of the diſtance I keep him at; and 
thinks himſelf intitled now, to call in queſtion my 
Value for him; ſtrengthening his doubts by my de- 
O 3 N clared 
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elared readineſs to give him up to a Reconeilistian wis 
my friends And yet has himſelf fallen off from that 
ob ſeguious HAY e if I may couple the words, which 
= from me the conceffions he builds uon. 


While we were talking at the door, my new ſer. 


— came up, with an invitation to us both to Teac 
laid he might accept of it, if he pleaſed; but I muſt 
purſue my writing; and not chuſing either Tea or 
Supper, I deſired him to make my excuſes below, as 
to both; and inform them of my choice to be retired 
a8 much as poſſible; yet to promiſe for me my at- 
tendance on the Widow and ber Nieces at am 
122 morning. 

He objected particularity in the eye of langere, 
to avoiding Supper. ; 
Jou know, ſaid I, and you can tell them, that 

ſeldom eat Suppers. My ſpirits are low. You muſt 
never urge me againſt a declared choice. Pray, Mr. 
Lovelace, inform them of all my particularities. If 
they are obliging, they will allow for them. I come 
mot: hither. to make new acquaintance. 

I have turned over the books I have found in my ch 
fet; and am not a little pleaſed with them; and think 
the better of the people of the houſe for their ſakes. 

Stanhope's Goſpels; Sharp's, Tillotſon's, and 
South's Sermons ; Nelſon's Feaſts and Faſts; a Sa- 
cramental piece of the Biſhop of Man, and another of 
Dr. Gauden Biſhop of Exeter; and Inett's Devo- 
tions; are among the devout books: And among 
thoſe of a lighter turn, theſe not ill - choſen ones; A 
Telemachus in French, another in Engliſh ; Steele's, 


Rowe's, and Shakeſpeare's Plays ;. that genteel Co- 


medy of Mr. Cibber, The Careleſs Huſband, and 
others of the ſame Author; Dryden's Miſcellanies; 
the Tatlers, Spectators, and Guardians; Pope „ jo 

Swift's, and Addiſon's Works. 
In the blank leaves of the Nelſon arid Biſhop Gau- 
den, is Mrs. Sinclair's name 3 in thoſe ang 
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darraſs, if I pleaſed to remove.” 7 
Fix our- ſelves in a houſe, and we and our, Mr. 
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others, either Sarah Martin, or Mary Horton, the 
mines of the two niece sss 
I am exceedingly out of humour with Mr. Love- 
lace: And have great reaſon to be ſo: As you will 
Illo w, when you have read the converſation I am 
going to give you an account of; for he would not let 
me reſt till I gave him my company in the Dining- 
He began with letting me know, that he had been 
out to inquire after the character of the Widow; which 
was the more neceſſary, he ſaid, as he ſuppoſed that 
I would expect his frequent abſence, 
„Lid, I ſaid; and that he would not think of taking 
up his lodging in the ſame houſe with me. But what, 
faid J, is the reſult of your inquiry? 7; 
Why, indeed, the Widow's character was, in the 
main, what he liked well enough. But as it was 
Miſs Howe's opinion, as I had told him, that my 


rother had not given over his ſcheme; as the Widow 


lived by letting lodgings; and had others to let in the 
ſame part of the houſe, which might be taken by an 
enemy; he knew no better way, than for him to take 
them all, as it could not be for a long time —unleſi I 
would think of removing to oth err. 

Ss far was well enough: But as it was eaſy for mo 
ito ſee, that he ſpoke the ſlighter of the Widow, in 
order to have a pretence to lodge here himſelf, I aſked 


him his intention in that reſpect. : And he frankly 


owned, that if I choſe to ſtay here, he could not, as 
matters ſtood, think of leaving me for ſix: hours to- 


{ gether; and he had prepared the Widow to expect, 


that we ſhould be here but for a fe days; only till 


we could fx ourſelves in a houſe ſuitable to our con- 


dition; and this, that I might be under the leſs em- 
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will hear me with patien — I am alf aeg 
that I have been too forward, as I have not conſulted 
you upon it — But as my friends in town, according 

to what Mr. Doleman has written, in the Letter you 

Dave ſeen, conclude us to be married g 
Surely, Sir, you have not preſumed g- 
- Hear me out, deareſt Creature Vou have received 
with favour my addreſſes - Vou have made me hope 
for the honour of your conſenting hand: Vet, by de- 
clining my moſt fervent tender of myſelf to you at Mrs, 
Sotlings's, have given me apprehenſions of delay: I 
would not for the world be thought ſo ungenerous a 
wretch, now you have honoured me with your confi- 
dence, as to wiſh to precipitate you: Vet your Brother's 
fchemes are not given up. Singleton,” 1 
actually in town; his veſſel lies at Rotherhith—Your 
Erother is abſent from Harlowe-Place ; indeed not with 
Singleton yet, as I can hear. If you are known to be 
mine, or if you are but thought to be ſo, there wil 

5 7 be an end of your Brother's contrivances. 


LY 
* 


to be. But the worthier ſhe is, the more danger, if 
your Brother's agent ſhould find us out; ſince the 
may be perſuaded, . that ſhe ought in conſcience to 
take a parent's part, againſt a child who ſtands in op- 


Poſition to them. But if ſhe believes us married, her 
good character will ſtand us in ſtead, and ſhe: will be 


of our party. — Then I have taken care to give ber 4 
reaſon why two apartments are requiſite for us, at the 
-n of reti enntt. 
I perfectly raved at him, I would have flung from 
him in reſentment; but he would not let me: And 
- what. gould. do? - Whither go, the evening ad. 


rr . 3 HERE e 
I am aſtoniſhed at you] ſaid I !—If you are a man 
of honour, what need of all this ſtrange obliquity 
You delight in crooked ways Let me know, line 


muff 


am afraid, 


e Widowꝰs character may be as worthy as it is ſaid | 
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u ſtay in your company (for he held my hand) let 
— age da have ſaid to the people below. In- 
ideed, indeed, Mr. Lovelace, | ano are A —_ unat- 


;countable man. 

My deareſt Creature, need I to kaive meal 
thing of this? And could I away pu lods 
ings in this houſe, unknown to w— if I had not in- 
tended to make you the judge of all my proceedings? 
But This is what I . told the Widow before her 
kinſwomen, and before your new ſervant— That 
+4 indeed we were privately married at Hertford ; but 
that you had preliminarily bound me under a ſolemn 
n yow,; which I am moſt religiouſly reſolved to keep, 
Sto be contented with ſeparate apartments, and even 
not to lodge under the ſame roof,” till a certain Re- 
4. conciliation ſhall take place, which is of high com- 
$ ſequence to both.” And further, that I might con- 
xince you of the purity of my intentions, and that my 
whole view in this was to prevent miſchief,” I have'ac- 


quainted them, that I have folemnly promiſed to 


behave to you before every. body, as if we were 


| {only betrothed, and not married; not even offering 


to take any of thoſe innocent freedoms which are not 
refuſed in the moſt punctilious Loves. 

And then he ſolemnly vowed: to me the fricteſt 
— of the ſame reſpectful behaviour to me. 7 


I faid, that I was not by any means ſatisfied with 
the tale he had told, nor with the neceffity he wanted 


tolay me under, of appearing what I was not: That: 
every ſtep he took was a wry one, a needleſs wry one: 


And And Fn he thought it neceſlary to tell the people 


below any-thing about me, I inſiſted, that he ſhould 

hy all — had faid, and tell them the truth, 
hat he had told them, he faid, was- with ſo many 
circumſtances, that he could ſooner die than contra- 


lict it. And ſtill he infilted upon the propriety of 


to be married, for the reaſons he had given 
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appearing” 
bela — And, deareſt Creature, faid he, why this- 
Ws ; O 3 igh 


„a8 Me HISTORY ifs. 
hi oh iptenfere with me upon fo well intended an 
2 You know, that I cannot wiſh: to ſhun 
f . Brother, or his Singleton, but upon your accoviit, 
* The firſt ſtep I would take, if left to myſelf, would 
be to ſind them out. I have always acted in this man- 
ner, when any Roch has N to os out N 
againſt ne. | 
- -*Tis-true, I ſhould have conſulted. You firſt; ant 
Jad. your leave. But ſince you diſlike what I have 
ſaid, let me implore you, deareſt M adam, to ive the 
only proper ſanction to it, by. naming an early day. 
Would to Heaven that were to be to- morrow I For 
God's fake, let it be to-morrow ! But if not Was it 
his buſineſs, my dear, before I ſpoke (yet he ſeemed 
to be afraid of me) to ſay, F not?] let me beſeech 
you, Madam, if my behaviour ſhall not be to your 
diſlike, that you will not to-morrow at breakfaſt- time, 
diſcredit what I have told them. The moment I give 
you cauſe to think, that I take any advantage of your 
conceſſion, that moment revoke it, and expoſe me, 
as I ſhall deſerve.— And once more, let me remind 
vou, that I have no view either to ſerve or ſave 
ſelf by this expedient. It is only to prevent a probable 
miſchief, for your own mind's ſake; and for the 
ſake of thoſe who deſerve not the leaſt conſideration 
from me. 
What coals I fay ? What could I v% _ -I ver 
wink, that had he * me again, in a 
| ner, I ſhould have confented (little ſatis 5 as J am 
with 2 to give him a meeting to-morrow morn- 
a more ſolemn place than in the parlour below. 
IS this I reſolve, that he ſhall not have my con- 
ſent to ſtay a night under this roof. He has now 
| given me a ſtronger reaſon n determination _ 
| Lek before. 1 | 1 l 0 
I dion dear, how." vain a » thitlo to gi what 
| * 2 or cake Wwe * not do, when we ave put 
| y | ourſelves, 
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;butfelves into the power of this dex le went down 
to the people below, on my deſiring to be left to my- 
elf; and Raid till their ſupper was juſt ready; and 
then, deſiring a moment's audience, as he called it, 
os beſought my leave to ſtay that one night; promifitlg 
to ſet out either for Lord M's, or for Edgware,” to his 
friend Belford's, in the morning after breakfaſt. But 
if I were againſt it, he ſaid, he would not ſtay ſupper; 
and would attend me about eight next day. Vet lle 
added, that my denial would have a very particular 
appearance to the people below, from what he had 
told them; and the more, as he had actually agreed 
for all the vacant apartments (indeed only for a month) 
for the reaſon he hat before hinted at: But I need 
not ſtay here two days, if, upon converſing with the 
Widow and her Nieces in the morning, I ſhould have 


I thought, notwithſtanding my reſolution above- 
mentioned, that it would ſeem too punctilious to deny 
him, under the circumſtances he had mentioned. 
Having, beſides no reaſon to think he would ob 
me; for he looked, as if he were determined to debate 
the matter with me. And as now I ſer no likelihood 
of a Reconciliation with my friends, and as I have 
actually received his addreſſes; I thought I would not 
derer with him, if I could help it, eſpecially as he 
aſked to ſtay but for one night, and could have done 
fo without my ** it; and you being of opinion, 
that the proud wretch, diſtruſting his own merits 
with me, or at leaſt my regard for him, will probably 
bring me to ſome conceſſions in his favour For Al 
theſe reaſons, I thought proper to yield %, point: 
Vet I was ſo vexed with him on the other; that it was 
impoſſible for me to comply with that grace whieh᷑ a 
conceſſion ſhould be made with, or not made at all. 
This was what I ſaid What you 2071 do, you muſt 
%, I think. Vou are very ready to promiſe ; very 
Kady to depart from your promiſe. Lou ſay; how- 


— 
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that vou will ſet out to-morrow. * country! 
know hw at hone been. I am not well enough 
1 to debate with you upon your incroaching ways, 
am utterly diſſatisfied with the tale you have ton 
e Nor will I promiſe to appear to the people 

"the. houſe. to-morrow what I am not. 

He withdre w in the moſt reſpectful manners. be- 
oy eching me only to fayour him with ſuch: a.meeting 
In the morning as might not make the Widow and her 
eons think he had Den me reaſon, to be offenggl 

ith him. 
ba I retired to my own apartments and Doress claſs 
me ſoon after to take my commands. I told her, that 
I required very little attendance, and me _ 
and undrefled myſelf. 

She ſeemed concerned, as if ſhe though tl had. 5 
pulſed her; and ſaid, It ſhould be her wh ole W 
oblige me. n 

1 told . that I was nat difficult to wy 2 And 

| ſhould let her know from time to time what: aſſiſtancis 

it E ſhould expect from her. But for that night J. AP 

1 no occaſion for her further attendance.. 

[| | She is not only nteel, but is well-bred,. and wall 
iſp oken. She muff have had what is generally thought 
. be the polite part of education: But it is ſtrange, 
_ that Fathers and Mothers ſhould make fo light, as they 
generally do, of that preferable part, in girls, whit 
* ule, improve cher ine and give a grace tos 


1 A foon 2 was gone, I inſpected the PL, the 
I 2 the wainſcot, the dark cloſet as well as the 
light one; and finding very good faſtenings to the 
3 71 to all the see 1 * 155 N to 
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rea my apartment, and to wiſh me good reſt. She 
— her concern, that they cou ty not have my 


company at ſupper. Mr. Lovelace, ſhe ſaid, had in- 
Formed them of my love of retirement. Sbe aſſured 
mr, that I ſhould not be broken in upon. She highly 
extolled him, and 48 mea ſhare in the praiſe, às to 
perſon. But was ſorry, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe Was likely 
$6 loſe us ſo ſoon as Mr. [Lovelace talked of. 

I anſwered her with ſuitable civility z and ſhe with 
drew with great tokens of reſpect. With greater, I 


think, than ſhould be from diſtance of years, as ſhe 


Was the wife of a gentleman z and as the appearance 
of every-thing about her, as well houſe as dreſs, carries 


me marks of ſuch good circumſtances, as require not 


abaſement. 

If, my dear, you l' write againſt prohibilicel; be 
leaſed to direct, To Miſs Letitia Beaumont; To be 
bft till called for, at Mr. Wilſon's in Pall- Mall. | 
Mr. On propoſed this direction to me, n 

tnowin your deſire that our Letters ſhould paſs by 

#third deer As his motive for it was, that my Bro- 
ther might not trace out where we are, I am glad, as 

well from this inſtance, as from others, that he wine. 

to think he has done miſchief enough already. 
Do you know how my poor Hannah does ? | 
Mr. Lovelace is ſo full of his contrivances and ex- 
hls that I think it may not be amiſs to deſite 
u to look carefully to the Seals of my Letters, as'I 
to thoſe of yours. If I find him aſe in this par- 

r, Iſhall think him capable of "Wu way y and wil 

1 mt as my worſt enemy. | | 
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17 7 Hows, To Miſs CLARISSA Haxtowes 
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* by I-40} Thurſday Night, April iy. 
Hue) urs, „ Juſt biowgkt: me. Mr. Hickman has 
box 1 help me to a lucky expedient, which, with the 
1 aſſiſtance 


302 dhe HIS TORT of | 
affiſſance of the poſt, will enable me to correſpond 
with you every day. An honeſt biggler (Simon Odd. 
lins his name) by whom I ſhall ſend this, and the two 
incloſed ( + © have your direction whither) goes 
to town Seay on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and 
Fridays; and can bring back to me from Mr. V Alon . 
what you ſhall, have-caufed to be left for me. "thi® 
I congratulate'you on your arrival in town, mild 
' amended i in ſpirits. I mult be brief. I hope y. 
have no cauſe to repent returning my Norris. It s 
forthcoming on demand. | 
I am ſorry your Hannah can't be with you. dhe 
is very ill ſtill; but not dangerouſly. 
I long for your account of the women you are with, 
If they are not right people, you will find them * 
in one breakfaſting. 
I know not what to write upon bir reporting b 
chem that you are actually married. His bog: Le 
For it are plauſible. But he delights in odd expediegs 
and inventions. 
Whether you like the PE or-not; do not, i 
your noble ſincerity and plain-dealing, make your! 
enemies. You are in the world now, you know. 
I am glad you had thoughts of taking him at his 
offer, if he had re-urged it. I wonder he did not. 
But if he don't ſoon, and in ſuch a way as n 
accept of it, don't think of ſtaying with him. 
Depend upon it, my dear, he will not leave yk 
Either night or day, if he can help it, now be has et 


footing. 
I ſhould hs awe him for his report” of your 


marriage, had he not made it with ſueh circumſtances 

as leave it ſtill in your power to keep him at diſtance. 
If once he offer at the legſt familiarity— But this is 
needleſs to ſay to you. He can have, T think, no 
other deſign; but what he profeſſes; becauſe he mult 
needs think, that his report of being married hays 
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Ind Nou may depend upon my looking narrowly into 
the Sealings of your Letters. If, as you ſay, he be 
:baſe in that point, he will be ſo in every - thing. But 
o a perſon of your merit, of your fortune, of your 
virtue, he cannot be baſe. The man is no fool. It is 
his Intereſt, as well with regard to his expectations 
from his own friends, as from you, to be honeſt. 
Would to Heaven, however, that you were really 


married! This is the predominant wiſh of 


Your ANNA Hows. 


C 


1. Miſs CLARISSA HARLowe, To Miſs Howe. 
Wo 11 + » Thurſday Morning, Eight Clock. 
Am more and more diſpleaſed with Mr, Lovelace, 
on reflection, for his boldneſs in hoping to make 
me, tho' but paſſively, as I may ſay, teſtify to his great 
untruth. And I ſhall like him till leſs for it, if his 
view in it does not come out to be the hope of ac- 
celerating my reſolution in his favour, by the diffi- 
kulty it will lay me under as to my behaviour to him. 
He has ſent me his compliments by Dorcas, with a 
requeſt that I will permit him to attend me in the 
dining room; — perhaps, that he may gueſs, from 
thence, whether I will meet him in good humour, 
or not: But J have anſwered, that as f hall ſee him 
at breakfaſt-time, I deſire to be excuſed. . 
JJ 3h) 3:5 51%, 7 Temelvetwodit 
' TI TRIED to adjuſt my countenance before I went 
down, to an eaſier air than I had a heart, and was 
ficeived with the higheſt tokens of reſpect by the Wi- 
dow, and her two Nieces: Agreeable young women 


3 


enough in their perſons ; but they ſeemed to put on 


at air of reſerve; while Mr. Lovelace was eaſy and 
ſtee to all, as if he were of long acquaintance with 
tem: gracefully enough, I cannot but ſay; an advan- 
age which travelled gentlemen have over other e 


Ihe Widow, in the converſation we, had after 
© breakfaſt, gave us an account of the military merit 


of the Colonel her Huſband ; and, upon this occafon, 
put ber handkerchief .to her eye twice or thrice. J 


* 


hope, for the ſake of her ſincerity, ſhe wetted it, be- | 


| Cauſe ſbe would be thought to have done ſo; but, l 
ſaw not that ſhe did. She wiſhed that I might never 
know the loſs of a Huſband ſo dear to me, as her 


beloved Colonel was to her: And again ſhe put her | 


handkerchief to her eyes. of 


It muſt, no doubt, be a moſt affecting thing to be 
ſeparated from a good Huſband, and to be left in difſi- 
cult circumſtances beſides, and that not by h:s fault, 
and expoſed to the inſults of the baſe and ingrateful, | 
as ſhe repreſented her caſe to be at his death. This 


moved me a good deal in her favour. 


| | ü i $3; 
_ You know, my dear, that I have an open and fis 


heart; and, naturally, have as open and free a coun» 
tenance; at leaſt my complimenters have told me. ſa; 


"2 
* 4 


At once, where I like, I mingle minds without e? 


ſerve, encouraging reciprocal freedoms, and am fore 
ward to diſſipate diffidences. But with theſe two 


Nieces of the Widow I never can be intimate I dont 


know why. 


* 


Only, that circumſtances, and what paſſed in con- 
verſation, encouraged not the notion, or I ſhould 
have been apt to think, that the young Ladies and 
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however weighty, could have force enough with ſs 
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| make us keep ſeparate beds. 
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ig a couple, as ſhe called him and me, to 


Their eyes, upon this hint, had the advantage of 


mine. Vet was I not conſcious of guilt. How know 
then, upon recollection, that my cenſures upon 


theirs are not too raſh ? There are, no doubt, 


many truly modeſt perſons put ing my ſelf out of the 


queſtion) who, by bluſhies at an injurious charge, 


| have been ſuſpected by thoſe who cannot diſtinguiſſi 
between the confuſion which guilt will be attended 
pith, and the noble conſciouſneſs that overſpreads 
the face of a fine ſpirit, * 
m imputed evil. 


thought but capable of 


The great Roman, as we read, who took his ſur- 
name from one part in three (the fourth not then dif- 


covered) of the world he had triumphed over, being 
charged with a mean crime to his ſoldiery, choſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer exile (the puniſhment due to it, had 
te-been found guilty) than to have it ſaid, that Scipio 
Was queſtioned in public, on ſo ſcandalous a charge. 
And think you, my dear, that Scipio- did not bluſh 
with indignation, when the charge was firſt commu- 


| nicated to him? 


Mr. Lovelace, when the Widow expreſſed her for- 


ward wonder, looked ſly and leering, as if to obſerve 


how J took it; and ſaid, they might obſerve that his 
regard for my will and pleaſure (calling me his dear 
creature) 4 force upon him, than the oath 
by which he had bound himſelf. l 


| - Rebuking both him and the Widow, I ſaid, It was 


ſirange to me to hear an oath or vow ſo lightly treat- 


el as to have it thought but of /zcond conſideration, 
whatever were the firſt. 3 


The obſervation was juſt, Miſs Martin ſaid; for 
that nothing could Sci the breaking of a ſolemn 
vow, be the occaſion of making it what it would. 
*T afked after the neareſt church; for J have been 
eo long a ſtranger to the ſacred worſhip. - 4 — 
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named St. James's, St. Anne's, and another in Bloomf: 
| bury ; and the two Nieces ſaid, they ofteneſt went to 
St. James's church, - becauſe of the good company, 
as well as for the excellent preaching. 

Mr. Lovelace ſaid, the Royal Chapel was the place 
he ofteneſt went to, hen! in town. Poor man! little 
did I expect to hear he went to any place of devotion, 


I aſked, If the preſence of the viſible king of, com- 


paratively, but a ſmall territory, did not take off, too 
generally, the requiſite atttention to the ſervice of 
the inviſible King and Maker of a thouſand worlds? 

He believed this might. be ſo with ſuch as came for 
curioſity, when the Royal Family were preſent. But, 
otherwiſe, he had ſeen as many contrite faces at the 

Royal Chapel, as any-where elſe: And why not? 
Since the people about Courts have as dbep . 
wipe off, as any people whatſoever. 

He ſpoke this with ſo much levity, that I could ad 
help ſaying, that nobody queſtioned but bo knew how 
to chuſe his Company. F 28 508 

Four ſervant, my dear, bovine. were dia words; 
-and turning to them, You will obſerve, upon num 
berleſs occaſions, Ladies, as we are further ac- 
quainted, that my Beloved never ſpares me upon 
theſe topics. But I admire her as much in her re- 
Proofs, as Iam fond of her approbation. ai 
Mis Horton ſaid, There was a time for every 
thing. She could not but ſay, that ſhe thought inno- 
cent mirth was mighty becoming in young people. 
Very true, joined in Miſs Martin. And wy 
ſpeare ſays well, That youth is the ſpring of 22 7 
| oy of gatody years; with a theatrical air ſhe 155 
And for her part, ſhe could not but admire in 

5 ſpouſe, that charming ne which ſo wel 

ſuited his time of life. 


Mr. Lovelace bowed. | "Thea man is 1 of 7 


More fond of it, I doubt, than of deſerving it. Vet 


this ſort of _ he does deſerve. He has, yankey a 


| 1 


Mr. Lovelace had 
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m eaſy free manner, and no bad voice : And this 


praiſe fo expanded h's gay heart, that he ſung the fol- 
lowing lines from Congreve, as he told u: 
Huth does a thouſand plea ſure p bring, 1 

M hich frem decrepit Age will fly 3 


Stoeets that wanton in the bejom of the ſprings 


In winter's cold embraces die. 


And this for a compliment, as he ſaid, to the two 
Nieces. Nor was it thrown away upon them. They 
encored it; and his compliance fixed them in my 
We had ſome talk about meals; and the Widow 
rery civilly offered to conform to any rules I would 
ſet her. I told her, how eaſily I was pleaſed, and 
how much I choſe to dine by myſelf, and that from a 
plate ſent me from any ſingle diſh. But I will not 
double you, my dear, with ſuch particulars. 
They thought me very ſingular ; and with reaſon: 
But as I liked them not fo very well as to forego my 
own choice in compliment to them, I was the leſs 
doncerned for what they thought. — And ſtill the leſs, 
put me very much out of hu- 
mour with him. a | 285 
They, however, cautioned me againſt melancholy. 
Ifaid, I ſhould be a very unhappy creature if I could 
dot bear my own compa x. 3 
Mr. Lovelace ſaid, That he muſt let the Ladies into 
my Story; and then they would know how to allow 
for my ways. But, my dear, as you love me, ſaid the 
confident wretch, give as little way to melancholy as 
foſkble. Nothing but the ſweetneſs of your temper, 
and your high notions of a duty that can never be de- 
ſerved where you place it, can make you ſo uneaſy as 
jou are.— Be not angry, my dear Love, for ſaying fo 


ſſeeing me frown, Iſuppoſe) : And ſnatched my hand, 
and kifſed it. = OY | 


J left him with them; and retired to my cloſet 
ind my pen, Juſt 


diele OSOL 20 Ding, GE £5. 0775  e Honig 

... Juſt as I have written thus far, I.am 1nterrupted 21 
by a meſſage from him, that he is ſetting out ona nfs 
journey, and deſires to take my commands.—So here! [57 
will leave off, to give him a meeting in the dining room. x 
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I was not diſpleaſed to ſee him in his riding dreſs,. "4p 
He ſeemed deſirous to know how T liked the gentle; | he 
women below. I told him, that altho' I did not vim 
think them very exceptionable, yet as I wanted nof, +" 
in my preſent ſituation, new acquaintance, I ſhould 1 
not be fond of cultivating theirs; and he muſt ſecond 
me, particularly in my deſire of breakfaſting and J 11 
ſupping (when I did ſup) by myſelf. , ____.: * 
"if F would have 15, 5 be ſure it ſhould be ſo, 
| The people of the houſe were not of on ee 
| enough to be apologized to, in any point where my jy; 
; pleaſure was 3 And if I ſhould diſlike them Fo 
ſtill more on ſurther knowlege of them, he boped ! 110 
would think of ſome other lodging. 44: 
Hie expreſſed a good deal of regret at leaving me, 
declaring, that it was abſolutely in obedience to my ji 
| commands : But that he could not have conſented to 
| BO, while my Brother's ſchemes were on foot, if! [ſha 
| had not done him the credit of my countenance in . 
the report he had made that we were married which, ſ 2 
he ſaid, had bound all the family to his intereſt, { 
b that he could leave me with the greater ſecurity an ber b 
| rr „ 
| He hoped, he ſaid, that on his return, I would kat 
name his happy day ; and the rather as I aue 2 
convinced, by my Brother's projects, that no Recos 5 
r "ri 
I told him, that perhaps I might write one Letter ry 
to my Uncle Harlowe. He once loved me. I ſhoul Ei, 
be eaſier when I had made one direct application. 1 5 
might poſſibly propoſe ſuch Terms, in relation to m/ e 
Grandfather's Eftate, as might procure me their * by 
tention; 14a 


7 


erer 


That, he muſt beg my pardon, he could not pro- 


tion; and J hoped he would be long enough ab- 
25 to gire — time to write to bim, and receive an 
im. 


fe. He would inform himſelf of Singleton's and 
ny Brother's motions; and if on his return, he found 
o reaſon for apprehenſions, he would go directly to 


i erks, and endeavour to bring up with him his Couſin 


a who, he SK would 17 me to . 


% 2 I 4 


"He 8 95 relle me to po of a Bank Note : - 


| 1 declined it. And then he o ered me his ſervant 


liam ſor my attendant in his abſence 3 who, he 
lad,” might be diſpatched to him, if any-thing extra- 


| odinary fell out. I conſented to that. | 
He took his leave of me in the moſt reſpectful 


banner, only kiſſing my hand. He leſt the Note 


inobſerved by me upon the table. You may be ſure 


[hall give it him back at his return. 

I am now in a much better humour with him than 
Ius. Where doubts of any perſon are removed, a 
hind not ungenerous is willh ing, by way of amends 
for having conceived thoſe doubts, to conſtrue everyr 
bing that happens capable of a good conſtruction, in 
that perſon's favour. Particularly, I cannot but be 


I jeaſed to obſerve, that altho' he ſpeaks of the Ladies 
A his family with the freedom of Relationſhip, - yet it 
1 halways with tenderneſs. | And from a man's kind- 


tels to his relations of the Sex, a woman has ſome 
on to expect his good behaviour to herſelf, When 


{ married, if ſhe be willing to deſerve it from him. And 


ao, Y, dear, am 1 baut to Ie myſelf down ſa- 
tisfied 


thx; + 


fits; FEE: 
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310 E of i 
tisfied with: this man, where I find room to inſon thi * 


he is not naturally a ſavage. $, 
May you, my dear friend, be always happy i in your us 

| een, prays IT W Wi be 
5 Dur ever-affeAionate A van + Wm 


CL. HaRLows, 1 


27 e in his next Letter triumphs on his of 
having carried his two great points of making the | 1 
Lady yield to paſs for his wife to the people of the +; 
houſe, and to his taking up his Lodging in it, tho“ 
but for one night. He is now, he ſays, in a fair 
way, and doubts not but that he ſhall ſoon preyail, 
- If not by perſuaſion, by ſurprize. Yet he pretends 
to have ſome little remorſe, and cenſures himſelf as 
acting the part of the grand tempter. But having 
- ſucceeded thus far, he cannot, be ſays, forbear tr 
ing, according to the reſolution he had before aſe 
whether he cannot go farther. | 
He gives the particulars f their debates on the above. 
mentioned ſuljechs, tot ſame effect as in the Lady's 5 
laſt Letters. ; 
It will by this time be feen, that his 115 merit with 
regard to this Lady, lies in doing juſtice to her excel- 
lencies both of mind and perſon, by acknowlegement, 
ibo to his own condemnation. Thus he begins bir 
* ſucceed ng Letter. 


And now, Belford, will I give thee; an dealt 
our firſt breakfaſt converſation. Tos 

All ſweetly ſerene and eaſy was the e brow amt E 
charming aſpect of my goddeſs, on her deſcending f hf 
among us; commanding reverence from every eye; 
a courteſy from every knee ; and filence, awful fi 
lence, from every quivering lip. While ſhe, armed 
with conſcious worthineſs and ſuperiority, looked 
and behaved, as an empreſs. would among herovaſi 
ſals ; yet with a freedom from pride and haughtinels 
as if born to dignity, and to. a behaviour * 
gracious. 
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af I We! rakes \ notice of the jealouſy, pride and vanity of. 


ut 


Sally Martin and Pally Horton, on his reſpeci ful be- 
uhavieur to the Lady: Creatures who, braught up too 


high for their fortunes, and to a tafte' of pleaſure, 
| — the public Aver ſions, had fallen an eaſy prey to 


bis ſeducing Arts; and for ſome time paſt, been aſ- 


Hciates with Ars. EI And aubo, as he ob. 
Jervess. © bad not yet got over that diſtinction in 
their Love, Which makes A. amen Heſs one 


e difficult is it, ſays be, to make a woman ab- 
tribe to a preference againſt herſelf, though ever ſo 


filible; eſpecially where Love is concern'd? This 


fiolent, this partial little devil, Sally, has the inſolence 


compare herſelf with an ny el—yet owns her to be 
mangel. I charge you, Mr, Lovelace, faid ſhe, ſhew 
none of your extravagant acts of kindneſs before me, 


v this ſullen, this gloomy Beauty I cannot bear it. 


Then was I reminded of her firſt ſacrifice. 


What a rout do theſe women make about nothing 


tall! Were it not for what the learned Biſtop in his 
Letter from Italy calls The Intanglements of Amour, 
ind 7 the Delicacies of Intrigue, e there, Bel- 
ford, in all they can do for us? 


How do theſe creatures endeavour to Azcanlace me! 
\ fallen woman is a worſe devil than even a profligate 
nan. The former is above all remorſe: That am 
lot I--Nor ever ſhall they prevail upon me, though 
aded by all the powers of darkneſs, to treat this ad- 
mirable creature with indignity.— So far, I mean, as 
pdignity can be ſeparated from the trials which will 


prove: her to be either woman or angel. 


Vet with them, I am a craven. | might have bad 
ter before now, if I would. If I would treat her as 


iſh and blood, I ſhould find her fuch. They thought 


lknew, if any man living did, that if a man made a 
mddefs:of a woman, ſhe would aflume the goddeſs; 
= 5 9 were given her, ſhe would exert that 


power 


— OR 
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power to the giver, if to nobody elſe— And Drs 
wife is thrown into my diſh, who, thou knoweſt, kept 
her ceremonious huſband at haughty diſtance, and 
whined in private to her inſulting footman. O how! 
curfed the blaſpheming wretches ! They will make 
me, as I tell them, hate their houſe, and remove from 
It. 
think that I ſhould not have brought her hither were 
It but on Sally's account. And yet, without knowing 
either her heart, or Polly's, the dear creature reſolves 
againſt having any converſation with them but ſuch ag 
ſhe cannot avoid. I am not ſorry for this, thou 
mayſt think; ſince jealouſy in woman is not to be con- 


cealed from woman. And Sally has no command of 


herſelf. - 5 


In this manner he mentions what his meaning was in 


making her the Compliment of his Abſence. ie 
As to leaving her; If I go but for one night, J have 
fulfiled my promiſe: And if ſhe think not, I can 
mutter and grumble, and yield again, and make a me- 
rit of it; and then, unable to live out of her preſence, 
ſoon return. Nor are women ever angry at bottom 
for being diſobeyed thro' exceſs of Love. They like 
an uncontroulable paſſion. They like to have eve 
favour raviſhed from them; and to be eaten and drank. 
quite up by a voracious Lover. Don't I know the 
3 ſo, perhaps, my Nonſuch, as yet, indeed. 
But however, with her my frequent egreſſes will make 
me look new to her, and create little buſy ſcenes. be» 
tween us. At the leaſt, I may unexceptionably ſalute 
her at parting, and at return, ſurely ; and that will be 
familiarizing the Charmer by degrees to ſuch a ſweet 
freedom. „ „ 223 
But here, Jack, what ſhall I do with my Uncle 
and Aunts, and all my loving Coufins ? For I undet- 
ſtand, that they are more in haſte by half to have ms 
married, than I am myſelf, i Ris wo rr 


And by my foul, Jack, I am ready at times to 


2 I 13 7 9 3 
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Tis CLarIs84A HARLOwE, To Miſs How E. 
7 res 3 10D 13 2 41% eh s, 
AAR: Lovelace is returned already. My Brother's 
M projects were his pretence. I could not but look 
pon this ſhort abſence as an evaſion of his promiſe; 
e as he had taken ſuch precautions with the 
jeople below ; and as he knew that T propoſed to keep 
the within-doors.  T cannot bear to be dealt meanl 
with, and angrily inſiſted, that he ſhould directly ſet 
git for Berkfhire, in order to engage his Couſin, as he 
„ EST Rs. 
my deareſt Life, ſaid he, why will you baniſh me 
tom your preſence? I cannot leave you for ſo long a 
in ſme, as you ſeem to expect I ſhould, I have been 
I bovering about town ever ſince I left you. Edgware 
was the furtheſt place I went to; and there I was not 
tie to ſtay two hours, for fear, at this criſis, any-thing 
Ws fiould happen. Who can account for the workings 
can apprehenſive mind, when all that is dear and va- 
wg able to it is at ſtake? You may ſpare yourſelf the 
ike uble of writing to any of your friends, till the ſo- 
ery knnity bas paſted that all intitle me to give, weight 
To 9 your application. When they know we are mar- 
he es your:Frother's plots will be at an end; and your 
ol Fither and Mother, and  Uncles, muſt be reconciled 
ake eu. Why then ſhould you heſitate a moment to 
Yes. | firm my happineſs? Why, once more, woild yott. 
Wa Wiſh me from you? Why will you not give the man 
o has brought you into difficulties, and who ſo ho- 
veet Wörably wiſhes to extricate you from them, the hap- 


/ 


Imeſs of doing ſo? | 7 IN 
cle | He was ſilent. My voice failed to ſecond the in- 
Han cy tion: J had to ſay e tage wholly diſcou- 
m g to a point ſo warmly preſſee. 

Ill tell you, my angel, reſumed he, what I propoſe 
T. | You. III. Ho to 


a f 
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to do, if you approve of it. Iwill inſtantly go out to 
- View ſome of the handſome new Squares, or fine Streets |; 
round them, and make a report to you of any ſuitable Þ- 
houſe I find to be let. I will take ſuch a one as You ; 
ſhall chuſe, and ſet up an equipage befitting our con- 
dition. You ſhall direct the whole. And on ſome 
early day, either before or after we fix (it muſt be at 
your own choice) be pleaſed to make me the happieſt of 
men. And then will every-thing be in a deſirable train.. 
Lou ſhall receive in your own houſe (if it can be ſo 
Joon furniſhed as I with) the compliments of all my 
relations. Charlotte ſhall viſit you in the interim: 
And if it take up time, you ſhall chuſe whom you will 
| honour with your company, firſt, ſecond, or third, in- 
the ſummer months; and on your return, you ſhall J',/ 
find all that was wanting in your new habitation ſup- h 
plied; and pleaſures in a conſtant round ſhall attend 4 
us. O my angel, take me to you, inſtead of baniſh- vn 
Ing me from you, and make me yours for ever. ix i 
© You ſee, my dear, that here was no Day preſſed for. 1 
J was not uneaſy about that; and the ſooner reco- 
vered myſelf, as there was not. But, however, I gave 
him no. reaſon to upbraid me for refuſing his offer of 


"going in ſearch of a houſe. 1 
Fe is accordingly gone out for this purpoſe. But f. 


I find, that he intends to take up his lodging here to- 
night; and if err ue no doubt on other nights, When 
he is in town. As the doors and windows of my apart: &, 
ment have good faſtenings As he has not, in all this ws 
time, given me cauſe for apprehenſion ; As he has the 
pretence of my Brother's ſchemes to plead; As the 1. 
ople below are very courteous and obliging; Mis Th 
Horton eſpecially, who ſeems to have taken a get * 
liking to me, and to be of a gentler temper and man- "or 
ners, than Miſs Martin; and as we are now in a to- = 
lerable way—T imagine, it would look particular 0-1 
them all, and bring me into a debate with a man, who 


He 
(let him be ſet upon what he will) has always 4 ger wr 


y 
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0 geal to ſay for himſelf; if I were to inſiſt upon, his 
ade On all theſe accounts, I think, I will take 
o notice of his lodging here, if he don't. 

Pet me know, my dear, your thoughts of every- 


"in 
ne - Do may n I gave him back his Note the mo- 
5 ment I ſaw him. 
0 Friday ge 
wall | Mr. LovELACE has ſeen two or three houſes ; ; but 
Ul 3 to his mind. But he has heard of one which 
mJ books promiſi ng, he ſays, and which he is to inquire 


ail ove 1 in the morning. 
n Saturday Morning 


hall | N has made his i inqu ries, and actually hay. the 
houſe he was told of laſt night, The owner of it is 
lup- a young widow Lady, who is Miconſolable for the death 
end | t her huſband ; Fratchuille her name. It is fur- 
iſh- nifhed quite in taſte, every-thing being new within 
| fo theſe fix months. He believes, if I like not the fur- 
'niture, the uſe of it may be agreed for, with the houſe, 
ſor a time certain: But if I like it, he will endeavour 
900 to take the one, and purchaſe the other, directly. 
er oi The Lady ſees no-body; nor are the beſt apart- 
'B kk above · ſtairs - be e's oY _ is either ab- 
ent, or gone into the coun where opoſes to 
5 4 tre ev ry ; and which ſhe talks of Perks if fort- 
ff +%ght or three weeks, at fartheſt, 
io What Mr. Lovelace ſaw of the houſe (which were 
| the | the Salon and two Parlours) was perfectly elegant; 
as i the 1 he was aſſured, all is of a piece. The Offices are 
As 'M "| r 3 Coach-houſeand Stables at hand. 
5 Il be very impatient, he ſays, till I ſee the 
gr hole; nor will he, if he finds he can have it, look 
m 55 kuther till I have ſeen i it, except any-thing elſe offer 
1 ol „my liking. The price he values not. | 
wool He has juſt now received a Letter from Lady Be 
NN, . by a particular hand; the contents princi- 


* ally — to an affair 1 42 has i in OO But in 
the 


the poſtſcript ſhe is pleaſed to ſay very reſpectful things 
of me. They are all impatient, ſhe ſays, for the Happy 
Day being over; which, they flatter themſelves, Wl 
E Moiugnigetyt 5 1 
He hoped, he told me, that I would ſoon enable 
him to anſwer their wiſhes, and his own. EDT 
But, my dear, altho' the opportunity was ſo invite- 
ing, he urged not for the Day. Which is the more 
extraordinary, as he was ſo prefling for marriage before 
ve came to Town. F 
He was very earneſt with me to give him, and four 
of his friends, my company on Monday evening, at a t 
little collation. Miſs Martin and Miſs Horton cannot, . 
he ſays, be there, being engaged in a party of their 
own, with two daughters of Colonel Solcombe, and 
two nieces of Sir Anthony Holmes, upon an annual 
occaſion. But Mrs. Sinclair will be preſent, and ſhe | 
ve him hope alſo of the company of a young maiden 77 
dy of very great fortune and merit (Miſs Parting- 
ton) an Heireſs, to whom Colonel Sinclair it ſeems in 5, 
his life-time was guardian, and who therefore calls 5 
| Mrs. Sinclair Mamma. Er roy 
N I I deſired to be excuſed. He had laid me, I ſaid, | 
iq under a moſt diſagreeable neceſſity of appearing as 2 15 
married perſon; and I would ſee as few people as poſ- 0 1 
| ſible who were to think me ſo. V P 
He would not urge it, he faid, if I were nub t 
averſe: But they were his ſelect friends; men of birth I fh 
and fortune; who longed to ſee me. It was true, he 2 
added, that they, as well as his friend Doleman, be- "i 
Heved we were married: But they thought him under | +. 
the reſtrictions that be had mentioned to the people | e 
below. I might be aſſured, he told me, that his po- pur 
 liteneſs before them ſhould be carried into the highelt pen 
degree of reveren eee... e 
- When he is ſet upon any- thing, there is no know- 
ing, as I have ſaid heretofore, what one can do 42 
6 252 | uy 
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| (a) See p. 298. See alfo Vol, II. p. 118. 


preceding. 
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But T will not, if I can help it, be made a ſhew of; 

eſpecially to men of whoſe characters and principles F- 

have no good opinion. I am, my deareſt friend, 

J Your ever-aſfectionae 
anne 


Mr. Lovelace, in his next Letter to his friend Mr. 


* Belfora, recites the maſt material paſſages in hers 

He invites him to his Collation on 
Monday evening, T erence 4% 
Mowbray, Belton, and Tourville, ſays he, long 
to ſee my angel, and will be there. She has refuſed 


me; but muſt be preſent notwithſtanding. And then 


will I ſhew thee the pride and glory of the Harlowe 
family, my implacable enemies; 'and thou ſhalt join 
with me in my triumph over them all. 2 


I know not what may ſtill be the perverſe Beauty's 
fate: I' want thee therefore to ſee and admire her, 
while ſhe is ſerene, and full of hope: Before her ap» 
prehenſions are realized, if realized they are to be; 


and if evil apprehenſions of me ſhe really has: Before 


her beamy eyes have loſt their luſtre: While yet her 
charming face is ſurrounded with all its virgin glories; 
and before the plough of diſappointment has thrown 
up furrows of diſtreſs upon every lovely feature. 

If I can procure you this honour, you will be ready 


to laugh out, as I have often much ado to forbear, at 
the puritanical behaviour of the mother before this 
Lady. Not an oath, not a curſe, nor the leaſt free 


word, eſcapes her lips. She minces in her gaite. She 
prims up her horſe- mouth. Her voice, which when 


| the pleaſes, is the voice of thunder, is ſunk into an 
humble whine. He 
bent to a civility for ten years paſt,” are now limbered 


Her ſtiff hams, that have not been 


into courteſies three-deep at every word. Her fat 


arms are croſſed before her; and ſhe can hardly be 
4. prevailed upon to fit in the preſence of my goddeſs. 


3 I am 
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1 am drawing up inſtructions for ye all to obſerve 


on Monday night. 


Saturday Night. wn 


| MosT confoundedly alarmed Lord, Sir, what de 


you think ? cried Dorcas—My Lady is reſolved to go 


to Church to-morrow | I was at Quadrille with the 


women below TO Church! faid I; and down I laid 
my cards. To Church ! repeated they, each locking 


upon the other. We had done playing for that night. 
Who could have dreamt of ſuch a whim as this ?— 
Without notice, without queſtions ! Her cloaths not 


come! No leave aſked - Impoſſible ſhe ſhould think* 


to be my wife /—Why, this Lady don't confider, if 
| ſhe go to Church, I muſt go tool Vet not to aſkfor 
my company !—Her Brother and Singleton ready to 
ſnap her up, as far as ſhe knows! Known by her 
cloaths Her perſon, her features, fo diſtinguiſhed ! 
Not ſuch another woman in England! To Church 
of all places !—Is the devil in the girl, faid I? as ſoon 
as Icould ſpeak, _ FF 


Well, but to leave this ſubject till to-morrow morn: 
ing, I will now give you the Inſtructions T have drawn. 


up for yours and your companions behaviour on Mon- 


day night. 


Inſtructions to be obſerved by John Belford, Richard 
Motobray, Thomas Belton, and Fames Tourville, 


LEE E quires of the body to General Robert Lovelace, on 


their admiſſion to the preſence of his goddeſ. 
VE muſt be fure to let it fink deep into your hug 

heads, that there is no ſuch Lady in the world, 
as Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe ; and that ſhe is neither more 


nor leſs than Mrs. Lovelace, though at preſent, to my 


ſhame be it ſpoken, a Virgin. 7 
Be mindful alſo, that your old Mother's name, after 
that of her Mother, when a Maid, is Sinclair: That 
her Huſband was a Lieutenant-colone}, and all that 


you, ö 


So. atten e 872 
yy Miſs Clariffa Harlowe. 3 3 19 
vu, Belford, know from honeſt Doleman's Letter of 


r * 5 * " th * 8G ee” 
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lonel's praifes ; and Tourville and Mowbray mary by 
x 06, 


ropoſe to do handfome ching: 


by her two Nieces. Sally is near Marriage—with an 


eminent Woolen-drapet in the Strand, if ye Have 4 
d ming to it; for there are five or fix of them there. 
„The Nieces may be > ory after, ſince they will be 
n | bſent, as 'perſoris reſpected by Mowbray and Tou- 
I ville, for their late worthy Uncle's ſake. , 
Match ye diligently every turn of my countenance; 
/ every motion of my eye; for in my eye, and in m 
e { countenance, will ye find a ſovereign regulator. 


heed not bid you reſpect me mightily : Your allegiance 
obliges ye to that: And who that ſees me, reſpects me 


» Priſcilla Partington (for her looks ſo innocent, and 
u Aleretion fo deep, yet ſeeming ſo ſoftly) may be greatly 
„ | relied upon. She will accompany the Mother, gorge- 


— doduſfly 
(4. See p. 183 — 186. 
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ouſly dreſſed, with all her Jew's extravagance flat 
out upon her; and firſt induce, then countenance, the 
Lady. She has her cue, and I hope will make her 
acquaintance coveted by my Charmer. 
Mis Partington's hiſtory is this: The Daughter of 
Col. Sinclair's Brother in-law : That Brother-in-law. 
may have been a Turky merchant, or any merchant, 
who died confoundedly rich; Ihe Col. one of ber 
guardians (collateral credit in that to the Old ane I): 
F hence ſhe always calls Mrs. Sinclair Mamma; tho”. 
the ſucceeds not to the truſt, (© 
She is juſt come to paſs a day or two, and then to 
return to her ſurviving guardian's at Barnet. . _: 
- Mifs Partington has ſuitors a little hundred: Her 
Grandmother, an Alderman's dowager, having left 


her a great additional fortune; and is not truſted out 


of her guardian's houſe, without an old gouvernante 
noted for diſcretion, except to-her Mamma Sinclair ; 
with whom now-and-then ſhe is permitted to be for a 
week together. VCC : 3 | 22 
Priſc. will Mamma- up Mrs. Sinclair, and will un- 
dertake to court her guardian to let her paſs a delight- 
ful week with her.— Sir Edward Holden, he may as 
well be, if your ſhallow pates will not be clogged with 
too many circumſtantials. Lady Holden perhaps wil 
come with her; for ſhe always delighted in her Mamma 
Sinclair's company ; and talks of her, and her good. 
management; twenty times a day.  _ 5 
He it principally thy part, Jack, who art a parading 
fellow, and aimft at wiſdom, to keep thy brother. varlets 
from blundering ; for, as thou muſt have obſerved, 
from what I have written, we have the moſt watchful 


z 


and moſt penetrating Lady in the world to deal with: 


A Lady worth deceiving! But whoſe eyes will pierce 
to the bottom of your ſhallow ſouls the moment ſhe 
hears. ou open. 'Þo thou therefore place thyſelf be- 
tween Mowbray and Tourville: Their toes to be 
played upon and commanded by thine, if they go 

wrong: 


* 
6 war AS, f 7 
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Ea Thy elbows to be the miniſters of appto- 
As . general behaviour; No hypocriſy 11 
hate it: So does my Charmer. If I had ſtudied for it, 


I believe I could have been an hypocrite: But my ge- 


neral character is ſo well known, that I ſhould have 
been ſuſpected at once, had I aimed at making myſelf 
too white. But what neceſſity can there be for hypo- 
eriſy, unleſs the generality of the Sex were to refuſe us 
for our immoralities ? The beſt of them love to have 
the credit of reforming us, Let the ſweet ſouls wry 
for it: If they fail, their intent was good. That will 
be a conſolation to them. And as to us, our work 
will be the eaſier; our ſins the leſs ; Since they will 
draw themſelves in with a very little of our help; and 
we ſhall fave a parcel of curſed Falſhoods, and appear 
to be what we are both to Angels and Men. —Mearr 
time their very Grandmothers will acquit us, and re- 
e them with their Sd, Self-have'; and as 

aving erred againſt knowlege, and ventured againſt 
manifeſt appearances. What folly therefore for men of: 


our character to be hypocrites ! 


Be ſure to forbid. the reſt, and do thou thyſelf. re- 
member not to talk obſcenely. You know I never 
emitted any of you to talk obſcenely.. 'Time enough: 
or that, when ye grow old, and can oNLy talk. 
Beſides, ye. eg conſider Priſc's affefed character, 
my Goddeſs's real one. Far from obſcenity therefore, 
do not ſo much as touch upon the double Entendre.. 
What! as I have often ſaid, cannot you. touch a 
Lady's heart, without wounding her ear? _ 
It is neceſſary, that ye ſhould appear worſe men than 
nyſelf. You. cannot help. appearing fo, you'll ſay. 
Vell then, there will be the leſs reſtraint upon you 
The leſs reſtraint, the leſs affectation.— And if Belton: 
begins his favourite ſubject in behalf of &eep:ng, it nay 
make me take upon myſelf to oppoſe him: But fear. 
not; I ſhall. not give the argument all my force. 
ET Fs She 
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ſort of men my companions are: She will not expect 


any of ye to be ſaints: Are ye not men born to con- 


ſiderable fortunes? What tho” ye are not all men of 


zot miſtead? And as it gives people the power of being 


miſchtevons, does it not require great virtue to forbear 
the uſe of that power? Is not the devil ſaid to be the 


parts? Who is it in this mortal life, that wealth dort 


- , 
. 


god of this world? Are we not children of this world? 


ell then Let me tell thee, that it is the poor and 
the middling that muſt fave the reſt; if the reſt are to 
be ſaved. Ingrateful wretches the reſt, thou wilt be 
apt to ſay, to make ſuch ſorry returns, as they gene- 
rally make to the poor and the midalin , ; 


— 


This dear Lady is er learned in Theories: 
But as to Pradtics, as to Experimentals, muſt be, as 
vou know, from her tender years, a mere novice, Till 
the knew me, I dare ſay; ſhe did not believe, whatever 
ſhe had read, that there were ſuch fellows in the world, 


as ſhe will ſee in you four: 1 ſhall have much plea- 


* 


when ſhe finds me the politeſt man of the five. 
And fo much for inſtructions general and particular 
For yur behaviour on Monday night. 18 
And now; methinks, thou art curious to know; 
what can be my view, in riſking the diſpleaſure of oy 
Fair one, and alarming her fears, after four or five hal 
cyon days have gone over our heads I' ſatisfy thee; 
The viſitors of the two Nieces will croud the houfe; 
Beds will be ſcarce. Miſs Partington, a ſweet modeſt 
enteel girl, will be prodigiouſly taken with my 
harmer; will. want to begin a friendſhip with her, 
A ſhare in her bed for one night only, will be re- 
que ſted. Who knows, but on that very Monday 
night I may be fo unhappy, as to give mortal offence to 
my Beloved? The fhieft birds may be caught napping. 
Should ſhe attempt to fly me upon it, cannot I detain 


ture in obſerving how ſhe'll ſtare at her company, 


. 
"- 


ber? Should the actually fly, cannot I bring her ** 
* Foo y 
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by authority civil or uncivi, if I have evidence upon 
evidence that ſhe acknowleged, tho“ but taeitly, her 
Marriage? And Sponld I, or Hoi? T not ſucceed,” 
and ſhe forgfo? me, of if The but deſcend to 2xpoſiu- 
late, or if ſhe bear me in her fight; then will the be 
all my own. All delicaty is my Charmer. I long to 
ſee how ſuch a delicacy, on any of theſe occaſions, will 
behave. And in my ſituation it behoves me to pro- 
vide againſt every accident. e 

J muſt take care, knowing what an Ee I have to 
do with, that the little wriggling rogue does not ſlip 
thro' my fingers. How filly ſhould T look, flaring 
after her, when ſhe had ſhot from me into the muddy 
river, her family, from which with fo much difficulty I 
have taken her? _ 5 5 | 
Well then; here are—Let me ſee How many 
perſons are there who, after Monday night, will be 
able to ſwear, that ſhe has gone by my name, anſwered 
tomy name, had no other view in leaving her friends, 


but to go by my name? Her own relations not able 


nor willing to deny it.—Firft, here are ny Servants ; 
her Servant Dorcas ; Mrs. Sinclair ; her two Nieces, 
aud Mifs Partington. Ob | 

But for fear theſe evidences ſhould be ſuſpected, 
here comes the jet of the buſineſs No leſs than four 
6 worthy gentlemen, of fortune and family, who were 
all in company ſuch a night particularly, at a collation 
© to which they were invited by Robert Lovelace of 
« Sandoun- Hall in the county of Lancaſter, Eſquire, 
jn company with Magdalen Sinclair widow, and 


Priſcilla Partington ſpinſter, and the Lady complain» 


© ant ; when the ſaid Robert Lovelace addreſſed him- 
©{elf to the ſaid Lady, on a multitude of occaſions, as 
© þis wife; as they and others did, as Mrs. Lovelace; 
© eyery-one' complimenting and congratulating her 
upon her nuptials ; and that ſhe received ſuch their 


compliments and congratulations with no other vi- 
'© fible diſpleaſure or as. "Th than ſuch as a young 


6 Br ide, 
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Bride, full of bluſhes and pretty confuſion, might be 
«* ſuppoſed to expreſs upon ſuch contemplative revolv- 
© ings as thoſe, compliments would naturally inſpire?) 


Nor do thou rave at me, Jack, nor rebel. —Doſt think. 


I brought the dear creature here for nothing? 
"And here's a faint ſketch, of my e by, 

varlets . Tanta · Ta- ra- ra e h ee and: 

confeſs your maſter {+ r hen o10. beat 
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Mr. Lovxracx, To Joux Brrronp, Bla: 


1 Sunday. 
H 


A VE been at 8 Jack Bcbeved 1 
rably well too! My Charmer is pleaſed with me 


now: For I was exceedingly attentive to the diſcourſe, 


2 very ready in the auditor's part of the Service. 
1 did not much wander. How could they r 


hen the lovelieſt object, infinitely the lovelieſt, in 


the whole Church, was in my view. 

Dear creature] how fervent, how amiable, in 0 
devotions! I have got her to own, that ſhe prayed for 
me. I hope a prayer from ſo excellent a mind will. 
not be made in vai. 

There is, after all, ſomething beautifully ſolemn in 


devotion. The Sabbath is a charming inſtitution to 


keep the heart right, when it is right. One day in 
ſeven, how reaſonable -i think I'll go to Church once 


a day often. I fanſy it will go a great way towards. 


making me a reformed man. To ſee multitudes of 


well-appearing people, all joining in one reverent act: 
An exerciſe worthy of a rational being! Yet it adds. 
a ſting or two to my former ſtings, when J think of 
my projects with regard to this charming creature. In 
my conſcience, I believe, if I were to go conſtantly to 


Church, I could not purſue them. 


I had a ſcheme come into my head while there: But ; 
I will renounce it, becauſe it obtruded itſelf upon me 


in 


in ſo good a place. Excellent creature How man 
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ruins has ſhe prevented by attaching me to. . « by: 


ingroſſing my whole attention! 

But let me tell thee what paſſed 8 us in myi 
firſt viſit of this morning; and then I will acquaint: 
thee more largely with my good behaviour at Church. 

I could not be admitted till after eight. I found her 
ready prepared to go out. I pretended to be ignorant 
of her intention, having charged Dorcas not-to own; 
that ſhe had told me of it. 

| Going abroad, Madam ?-with an air * indifference. 

Les, Sir; 1 intend to go to Church. 

I hope, Madan, I ſhall have the honour to attend 

en. 

4 No: She deſigned to uke a chair, and 80 to he 
next Church. | 

This ſtartled me: A chair to carry her to the er 
Church from Mrs. Sinclair's, her right name not Sin- 
dair, and to bring her back thither, in the face of 
people who might not think well of the houſe There 
was no permitting That: Vet I was to appear in- 


different. But ſaid, I ſhould take it for a favour, if 


ſhe would permit me to attend her in a coach, as 
there was time for it, to St. Paul's. 620 

She made objections to the aiety of my dreſs; and 
told me, that, if ſhe went to St. Paul's, the could £9: 
in a coach without ne. 

1 objected Singleton and her Brother, and offered 
to dreſs in the plaineſt ſuit I had. 

I beg the favour of attending you, dear Madam, 
id I, I have not been at Church a great while: We 
ſhall fit in different Stalls: And the next time I go, I 
hope it will be to give myſelf a title to the n 
blefling I can receive. 

She Nada ſome further objections: But at laſt per- 
mitted me the honour of attending her. | 
I got myſelf placed in her eye, that the time might 
not. 1 tedious to me; for we were there —_— 
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The History of 


And 1g aimed her good opinion; pry; oe 9 


by my behaviour. 
The ſubject of the diſcourſe was perbcular e 7 
It was about a prophet's ſtory or parable of an We- 


lamb taken by a rich man from a poor one, who dearly” 


loved it, and whoſe only comfort it was: Deſigned to 
ſtrike remorſe into David, on his adultery. with 
Utiah's wife Bathſheba, and fis murder of the huf - 
band. Theſe women, Jack, Have been the occaſion” 
of all manner of miſchicf from the beginning! Now, 


when David, full of indignation, ſwore [ King David 


would forcar, Jack: But how ſhouldſt — know 


who King David was? The ſtory is in the Bible] 


that the rich man ſhould ſurely die; Nathan, which 


was the prophet's name, and a good ingenious fellow, 
cried out (which were the words of the text) Thο 


art the man !. By my ſoul I thought the parſon looked 
directly at me: And at that moment I caſt my eye full 
on my Ewe. lamb. But J muſt tell thee too, that I 


thought a deal of my Roſebud.— A better man 
than King David, in that point, however; thought I! 


When we came home, we talked upon the ſubject; 
ied IT ſhewed my Charmer my attention to the diſ- 


_ by letting her know where the doctor made 


of his ſubject, and where it might have been 
touched to greater advantage: For it is really a very! 
affecting ſtory, and has as pretty a contrivance in it 
as ever I read. And this I did in ſuch a grave way, 


that ſhe ſeemed more and more pleaſed with me; and 
E have no doubt, that I ſhall get her to favour me to- 


morrow night with her company at-my collation. 
: Sunday Bovnluge'! 

We all dined e in Mrs. Sinclair's parlour: 
All exceſffvely right! The two Nieces have topp'd 
their parts; e Sinclair bers. Never ſo eaſy 28 
now |—* She really thought a little oddly of theſe 
people at firſt, ſhe ſaid: Mrs. Sinclair ſeemed very 

„ forbidding! 
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( forbidding! Her Nieces were perſons with whom 


© ſhe could not wiſh to be acquainted. But r we. 
ſhould not be too hafty in our cenſures. Mme 


© people ithprove- upon us. The widow ſeeins tole- 
t rable;” She went no farther than tolerable. © Miſs 
Martin and Mifs Horton are zur people of good 
t fenſe; and Have read a great deal, What Miſs Mar- 
« tin particularly ſaid of marriage, and of her humble 
© ſervant, was very ſolid. She believes, with ſuck 


notions, ſhe cannot make a bad wife. I have 


faid, Sally's humble ſervant is a woolen-draper” of 
great reputation; and ſhe is ſoon to be married. © 

I have been letting her into thy character, and into 
the characters of my other three Eſquires, in hopes to 


Excite her curioſity to ſee you to-morrow night. 


have told her ſome of the wort, as well as 
of your characters, in order to exalt melf, and to 
obviate any ſudden ſurprizes, as well a. to teach her 
what ſort of men ſhe may expect to ſee, if the will 
oblige me. 1055 1 SH en Rr Hg oof 
By her obſervations upon each of you, I ſhall judge 
what I may or may not do to obrain or keep: her good 
opinion; what ſhe will lite, what not; and ſo pur- 
ſue the one, or avoid the other, as I ſee proper. Bo, 
while ſhe is penetrating into your ſhallow heads, I 


beſt parts 


ſhall enter her heart, and know what to bid mh own 
hope for. * ll 


The houſe is to be taken in three weeks : All will 


de over in three weeks, or bad will be my luck !— 
| Who knows but in three days?— Have I not carried 


that great point of making her paſs for my Wife to 
the people below? And that other great one of fixing 
myfelf here night and day ?— What woman ever 
Maped, me, who lodged under one roof with me ?— 
The Houſe too, THE houſe; the people, people after 
my own heart: Her ſervants Will and Dorcas both 
ſervants.— Three days did I fay ! Pho! phol— 
%% C951 GO CPM RM 
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Texpett ye all. 


PPP r 
"T HAVE carried my third point, Jack; but ex- 
tremely to the diſlike of my Charmer. Miſs Parting- 
ton was introduced to her; and being engaged to ho- 
nour me at my Collation on condition, that my Be- 
loved would be preſent at it, there was no denying ſo 
fine a young Lady as Miſs Partington, upon my ear- 


I long to have your opinions of my fair prize. If 
you love to ſee features that glow, tho' the heart is 
frozen, and never yet was thawed; if you love fine 
ſenſe, and adages flowing through teeth of ivory, and 
lips of coral; an eye that penetrates all things; a 
voice that is harmony itſelf; an air of grandeur, 
mingled with a ſweetneſs that cannot be deſcribed ;, a 
politeneſs that, if ever equalled, was never excelled— 


You'll ſee all theſe excellencies, and ten times more, 


in this my GLokIAna. 


Mark her majeſtic fabric ! —S$he's 2 temple 1 


Sacred by birth, and built by hands divine; . 
-. Her Soul the deity that lodges there : 15 
Nor is the pile unworthy of the god. 


Or, to deſcribe her in a ofter ſtile with Rowe, | 
The bloom of of ning flow'rs, unſully d beauty, 
Softneſs, and fweeteſt innocence, ſhe wears, _ 
And looks like nature in the world's firſt ſpring. 


Adieu, varlets four At ſix on Monday evening, 


In the Lady's next Letter, dated on Monday morn- 
Ing, ſhe praiſes his behaviour at Church, his obſer- 
vations afterwards. She owns, that ſbe likes the 
people of the houſe better than ſhe did. The more 
likes them as ſhe finds them viſited by people of. 
condition. 3 


She dates again, and declares herſelf diſpleaſed a 
Mi 
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-. Miſs Partington's being introduced to her: Aud 
fill more for being obliged fo promiſe to be preſent. 

"at Mr. Lovelace's Collation. She foreſees, ſhe. ſays, 
; *, @ winrar d Evening... oo eo 
' Miſs CLARISSA HARLOwE, To Miſs Hows. 
. 
] HAVE juſt eſcaped. from the very dilagreeable 
r company I was obliged, ſo much againſt my will, 
to be in. As a very particular relation of this even- 
ing's converſation would be painful to me, you mu 
content yourſelf with what-you ſhall be able to collect 
from the outlines, as I may call them, of the cha- 
rafters of the perſons, aſfiſted by the little hiffories 
Mr. Lovelace gave me of each yeſterdag. 
The names of the gentlemen are Belton, Mow- 
bray, Tourville, and Belford. Theſe four, with 
Mrs. Sinclair, Miſs Partington, the great heireſs men- 
tioned in my laſt, Mr. Lovelace, and myſelf," made 
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up the company, 
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I gave, you before the favourable ſide of Miſs Par- 


1 


tington's character, ſuch as it was given me by Mrs. 


Sinclair, and her Nieces. I will now add a few words 
from my own obſervation upon her behaviour in his 
pen, . 2 8 4 1 62 
In better company perhaps ſhe would have appeared 
to leſs diſadvantage: But, notwithſtanding her inno- 
cent looks, which Mr. Lovelace alſo highly praiſed, he 
is the laſt perſon whoſe: judgment I would take upon 
real modeſty. For I obſerved, that, upon ſome talk 
from the gentlemen, not free enough to be openly 
cenſured, yet too indecent in its implication to come 
from well bred perſons, in the company of virtuous 
people, this young Lady was very ready to appre- 
hend; and yet, by ſmiles and ſimperings, to encou- 
rage, rather than diſcourage, the culpable freedoms of 
<0 INES JEN perſons, 
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perſons, who,” in hut they went out of their way to, 
fay, muſt eicher be guilty of abſurdity, meaning 10. 
ing; ar, meaning ſomething, of rudeneſs (a). | 

But indeed I have ſeen women; of whom 1 a. 
better opinion, than I can fay I have of 7405 Sinclair, 
who have allowed gentlemen, and themſelves too, in 
oo liberties of this ſort, than I have thought con- 
iſtent with that purity of manners which ought to 
be the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of our Sex; For 
what are words, A the mo and dreſs of thought 
Get; is not the mind indicated ſtrongly by its outward 
reſs? _ 

But to the gentlemer, as they mult be called is 
right of get anceſtors, it ſcems'; for no other do they, 

to Have: 


Mx. BET Tom has bad Univerſity-education, and 


_ deſigned: for the'gown; But that not ſuiting with, 
of his temper, and an Uncle dying, wha, 
to him à good tate, he quitted the ollege, 

NE up to town, and commenced fine gentleman. 

_ is fad t be 4 man of ſenſe. He drefſes g pally but 

quite foppiſhly ; drinks hard ; keeps bum, 
a0 f ories in doing ſo; games, and has be been hurt by 
chat p petnicions' Gerten He is about thiry y = 
age: His face is of a fiery red, ſome what bloate 

bpimply; and his irregularities threaten a brief d 11 00 

to the ſenſual dream he is in; for he has a ſhort con- 

fumptive cough, which ſeems to indicate bad lungs; 
yet makes himſelf 1 His friends merry by his ſtupid 
and inconſiderate jeſts upon very threatening ſym: 
ptoms, which ou 1785 make him more ſerious. 
Mr. Mow . has been a great traveller; ſpeaks 
as many languages as Mr. Lovelace himſelf, but not 
fo fluently : Is of a good family : Seems to be about 
thirty-three or wan -four : Tall and comely in his 
perſon 


* 45 Mr, Belford in Vol. IV. Letter Alvi. unn Mr. Lovelace 67 
ome particular topics which paſſed in their — extremely to 
the Lady's honour, 


le is . ee 
moſt trifling me 


| Ito hate the Cler 


* | faſhion of what Be wears ; 
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xerſon: Bold and daring in his look: Is a large-boned 


ſltong man ; Has a great ſcar in his forehead, with a 
ent, as if his ſkull Rad been beaten in chere; and 4 
ſeamed ſcar in his right cheek. He dreſſes likewiſe 


try gaily : Has his fervants always about him, whom 
y calling upon, and ſending on the 
ages; 
ve had in the little time I was among them; while 
they ſeem to watch the turn of his fierce eye, to be 
ready to run, before they have half his meſſage, and 

ſerve him with fear and trembling. Yet to his equals 
the man ſeems tolerable: He talks not amiſs upon 
public entertainments and diverſions ; eſpecially upon 
fioſe abroad: Vet has a romaneing air; ard averrs 
Hings ſtrongly, which ſeem quite improbable. In- 
deed, he Joxbts nothing, but what he ought to e- 
ee: For he jeſts upon facred things; and profeſles 


[1 


gy of all Religions. He has High no- 


?: Ftibtis of Henbar, a word hardly evet out of his month; 
bot ſeems te have no great regard to 


I. © 
Mr. TovRYtELE occafionally told his age; juſt 
hed of thirty-one. He alfo is of an antient family 
hut, in his perſom and manters, more of what 1 call 
the Coxcomb, than any of his compamons. He dreſſes 
fiehly ; would be thonght elegant in the choice and 
yet, after all, appears ra- 
ther tawdry than fine, One ſees, by the care he takes 
of his Outſide, and the notice he befpeaks from eviry 


3 | # by his 93 riotice of himſelf, that the Infide takes 


up the leaſt of his attention. He dances finely, Mr. 
Lovelace fays: Is a maſter of muſic ; and fir ing is 
one of his principal excellencies. They prevailed upon 
dim to ſing; and he obliged them both in Italian and 
French; and, to do him juſtice, his ſongs in both 
Were decent. They were all highly delighted with 
his performance; but his greateſt admirets were Mts. 
dinelair, Miſs Partington; and himſelf. To me he 
ippeared to have a great deal of affectation. * : 


half a dozen inſtances of which 
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Mr. Tourville's converſation and addreſs are inſufc bre 
ferably full of thoſe really groſs affronts upon the un- G1 
derſtandings of our Sex, which the moderns call Com- I du 
pliments, and are intended to paſs for ſo many inſtances | Be 
of good breeding, tho* the moſt hyperbolical, unna- 


| tural ſtuff that can be conceived, and which can only [ 
ſerve to ſhew the inſincerity of the complimenter ; and || 1 


the 7 idiculous light in which the camplimented appeats | &: 
in his eyes, if he ſuppoſes a woman capable of reliſh- Be 


ing the romantic abſurdities of his ſpeeches. * 
He affects to introduce into his common talk Italian M 
and French words; and often anſwers an Engliſh the 
queſtion in French, which language he greatly prefers J 7<* 
to the barbarouſly hiſſing Engliſh, But then he never | 


fails to tranſlate into this his edious native tongue the, | 9 
words and the ſentences he ſpeaks in the other two | 
Leſt, perhaps, it ſhould be queſtioned whether he ſit 
underſtands what he ſays. _ . 
. He loves to tell ſtories: Always calls them merry, 
facetious, good, or excellent, before he begins, in order the 
to beſpeak the attention of the hearers; but never 


gives himſelf concern in the progreſs or concluſion of T 
them, to make good what he promiſes in his ee ES 
Indeed he ſeldom brings any of them to a concluſion; » | 
for, if his company have patience to hear him out, he M 
breaks in upon himſelf by ſo many parenthetical intru- | ** 
ſions, as one may call them, and has ſo many inci- ws 


dents ſpringing in upon him, that he frequently drops 

his own thread, and ſometimes fits down ſatisfied half- f 
way; or, if at other times he would reſume it, he ap- | 7 
plies to his company to help him in again, with a J u 
Devil fetch him if he remembers what he was driving 
at—But enough, and too much, of Mr. Tourville. c 
Mr. BELFoRD is the fourth gentleman, and one of | .® 
whom Mr. Lovelace ſeems more fond than of any of 
the reſt; for he is a man of tried bravery, it ſeems; 
and this pair of friends came pi he upon occa- 
ſion of a quarrel (poſſibly about a woman) which 
£ & brought 


of that character in Milton: 


(4) See Vol. IV. Letter xlvii. above referred to, 
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brought on a challenge, and a meeting at Kenſington 
Gravelpits; which ended without unhappy conſe- 
quences, hy the mediation of three gentlemen ſtran- 
gers, juſt as each had made a paſs at the other. ; 

Mr. Belford it ſeems is about ſeven or eight- and- 
twenty, He is the youngeſt of the five, except Mr. 
Lovelace: And they are perhaps the wickedeft ; for 
they ſeem to lead the other three as they pledſe. Mr. 
Belford, as the others, dreſſes gaily : But has not 
thoſe advantages of perſon, nor from his dreſs, which 


Mr. Lovelace is too proud of. He has, however, 
the appearance and air of a gentleman. He is well 
read in claſſical authors, and in the beſt Engliſh poets 
and writers: And, by his means, the converſation 
took now-and-then a more agreeable turn: And I, 


who endeavoured to put the beſt face I could upon my 


{ fituation, as I paſſed for Mrs. Lovelace with them, 
made ſhift to join in it, at ſuch times; and received 


abundance of compliments from all the company, on 


the obſervations I made (a). | 


Mr. Belford ſeems good-natured and obliging ; and, 
altho* very complaiſant, not ſo fulſomely fo, as Mr. 


Tourville; and has a polite and eaſy manner of ex- 


prefling his ſentiments on all occafions. He ſeems to 
delight in a logical way of argumentation, as alfo does 
Mr. Belton. Theſe two attacked each other in this 
way ; and both looked at us women, as if to obſerve 


whether we did not admire their ee. „ or, when 


they had ſaid a ſmart thing, their Wit. But Mr. Bel- 
ford had viſibly the advantage of the other, having 


quicker parts, and, by taking the worſt ſide of the 


argument, ſeemed to think he had. Upon the whole 
of his behaviour and converſation, he put me in mind 


. 


De HisTory of 


His tongue © 


* 


9 


Due better reaſon, to perplex and da 0 
Aatureſt counſels; for bis thoughts were loo 
To vice induſtrious Hut to nobler deeds  '\ | 

Tim'rous and ſſothful.— Vet he pleas d the car. 


e mann 6 wml ab i 


liking, we are apt, when hope is ſtrong enough to 
permit it, to endeavour to make the beſt we can of 


the lot we have drawn; and I could not but obfervye 
often, how much Mr. Lovelace excelled all his four 
friends in every · thing they ſeemed deſirous to excel in. 
But, as to wit and vivacity, he had ne equal thete. 
All the others gave up to him, when his lips began to 
open. The haughty Mowbray would call upon the 
prating Tourville for ſilence, and with his elbow 
would punch the ſupercilious Belton into attention, 
bon Lovelace was going to ſpeak, And when he 
had ſpoken, the words, Charming fellow! with a free 
word of admiration or envy, fell from every mouth, 

. He has indeed ſo many advantages in his perſon and 
manner, that what would be inexcuſable in another, 


if one took not great care to watch over one's ſelf, 


and to. diſtinguiſh what is the eſſence of right and 


wrong, would look becoming in him. 


Mr. Belford, to my no ſmall vexation and confu- 
ſion, with the forwardneſs of a favoured and intruſt- 


ed friend, ſingled me out, on Mr. Lovelace's being 


ſent for down, to make me congratulatory compli- 
ments on my ſuppoſed nuptials ; which he did witha 


caution, not to infiſt too long on the rigarous vow. 
had. impoſed upon a man ſo univerſally admired— 


dee him among twenty.men,” ſaid he. all of di. 
© ftintion, and nobody is regarded but Mr. Lovelace. 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that there is in his 
whole deportment a natural dignity, which renders all 


inſolent or imperative demeanour as unneceſſary as in- 
excuſable. 


Dropt manna, and could make the wor ſe appear + 
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excuſable. Then that deceiving ſweetneſs which ap- 
pears in his ſmiles, in his accent, in his whole aſpect 
and addreſs, when he thinks it worth his while to 


{ oblige, or endeavour to attract, how does this ſhew, 


that he was born innocent, as I may ſay; that he was 
not naturally the cruel, the boiſtrous, the impetuous 
creature, which the wicked company he may have 
fallen into have made him] For <2 1h beſides, an 
open, and, I think, an honeſt countenance. Don't 


you think ſo, my dear?—On all theſe ſpecious ap- 
pearances, have 1 founded my hopes of ſeeing him a 


"reformed man. 

But *tis amazing to me, I own, that with ſo much 
of the gentleman, ſuch a general knowlege of books 
and men, ſuch a ſkill in the learned as well as modern 
languages, he can take ſo much delight as he does in 


the company of ſuch perſons as I have deſcribed, and 
in ſubjects of frothy impertinence, unworthy of his ta- 


lents, and of his natural and acquired advantages. I 
can think of but one reaſon for it, and that mal 

a very low mind; his VANITY; which makes him 
deſirous of being conſidered as the head of the people 
he conſorts with. A man to love praiſe; yet to be 
content to draw it from ſuch contaminated ſprings? 


argue 


One compliment paſſed from Mr. Belford to Mr. 


Lovelace, which haſtened my quitting the ſhocking 
company — © You are a happy man, Mr. Lovelace, 


faid he, upon ſome fine ſpeeches made him by Mrs. 
Sinclair, and aſſented to by Miſs .Partington : © You 


have ſo much courage, and ſo much wit, that nei- 
© ther man nor woman can ſtand before you.” 


Mr. Belford looked at me, when he 1 Ves, 


my dear, he ſmilingly looked at me: And he looked 
upon his complimented friend: And all their aſſeat- 
ing, and therefore affronting eyes, both mens and wo- 

mens, were turned upon your Clariſſa: At leaſt, my 
ſelf· reproaching heart made me think ſo; for that 
would hardly permit my eye to look up. 
2 | 


Oh! 


336 "The H1sTORY of .. 


Oh! my dear, were but a woman, gives ren 
ſon to the erty to think her to be in love with a man 
(and this muſt be believed to be my caſe; or to what 


can my ſuppoſed voluntary Keine off with Mr. Love. 


lace be imputed ?) to reflect one moment on the ex- 
altation ſhe gives him, and the diſgrace ſhe brings upon 
berſelf; the low pity, the ſilent contempt, the inſo- 
lent ineers and whiſpers, to which ſhe makes herſelf 
obnoxious from a cenſuring world of both Sexes ;'how 
would. ſhe deſpiſe herſelf ! And how much more 
eligible would ſhe think death itfelf to ſuch @ diſcover- 
_ eddebaſement!. _ 

What I have thus in general touched upon; will 

account to you, why I could not more particularly 

relate what paſſed in the evening's 'converſation'; 
Which, as may be gathered from what I have written, 
abounded with e accuſations, and Vue 
witty retortsz. , of 


LETTER LXVII. 


„„ „„ 


ä 8 * Midnighta 
I * very Hh 11 and diſturbed at an oddi inch 
ent, 
Mrs. Nich has juſt 1 now left, me. I 3 in dt. 
plegfure, on my declining to comply with a requeſi 
ſhe made me: Which was, To admit Miſs Partington 
to à ſhare in my bed; her houſe being crouded by her 
Nieces gueſts and their. Attendants; as well as by 
thoſe of Miſs Partington. V 1, 0h 
There might be nothing in it; and my denial card 
ried a ſtiff and ill natured a pearance. But inſtantly, 
upon her making the EE. 


that I was in a manner a ſtranger to every - body in 
the houſe: Not ſo much as a ſervant I could call my 
aon, or of whom I had any great opinion: hut 

6 tees were. four men of free manners in the houſe. 
115 * gu ue 


it came into my thought, 


— 
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vt ſupporters of Mr. Lovelace in matters of 
© offence ;z himſelf a man of enterprize; all, as far as 


I knew (and as I had reaſon to think by their noiſy 


8 mirth after I had left them) 2 That 
« Miſs Partington herſelf is not ſo baſhful a perſon as 


J ſhe was repreſented to me to be; That officious pains 


6 were taken to give me 4 good opinion of her: And 
# that Mrs, Sinclair made a greater parade in prefacing 
© the requeſt, than ſuch a requeſt needed. To deny, 
thought I, can carry only an appearance of fingula- 
© rity to people who already think me ſingular. To 


* conſent, may poſſibly, if not probably, be attended 


© with inconveniences. The confequences of the al- 
© ternative ſo very diſproportionate, I thought it more 
* prudent to incur the cenſure, than to riſk the incon- 
© Fenience.!. . | "Lo ; 
I told her, that I was writing a long Letter: That I 
ſhould chuſe to write till I were ſleepy: And that a 
—_—_— would be a reſtraint upon me, and I upon 
er. 5 
She was loth, ſhe ſaid, that ſo delicate a young crea- 
ture and fo great a fortune as Miſs Partington, ſhould 
be put to lie with Dorcas in a preſs- bed. She ſhould 
de very ſorry, if ſhe had aſked an improper thing. She 
had never been ſo put to it before. And Miſs would 
ſay up with her, till I had done writing. ar 
Alarmed at this urgency, and it being eaſier to per- 
hſt in a denial given, than to give it at f, I ſaid, 
Miſs Partington ſhould be welcome to my whole bed, 
and I would retire into the dining-room, and there, 
locking myſelf in, write all the night. 

The poor thing, ſhe ſaid, was afraid to lie alone. 
To be ſure Miſs Partington would not put me to ſuch 
in inconvenience. _ Wo Ws 

dhe then withdrew : But returned ; begged my par- 
don for returning: But the poor child, ſhe ſaid, was in 
ears. Miſs Partington had never ſeen a young Lady 
fo much admired, and ſo much wiſhed to imitate, 
Vo Le. III. | Q | as 
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as me. The dear girl hoped that nothing had paſſed in 
her behaviour, to give me diſlike to her. —Should ſhe I 
bring her to me? „ 
I was very buſy, I ſaid. The Letter I was writing 
was upon a very important ſubject. I hoped to ſee the 
young Lady in the morning; when I would apologiz4 10 
to her for my particularity, And then Mrs. Sindlat * 
heſitating, and moving towards the door (though the | Le 
turned round to me again) I deſired her (lighting ber) ¶ he 
to take care how ſhe went down. 1 1,6. os Bl 
Pray, Madam, faid ſhe, on the ſtairs head, don't I rep 
ive yourſelf all this trouble. God knows my heart, [and 
[ meant no affront : But, ſince you ſeem to take my I 
freedom amiſs, I beg you will not acquaint Mr. Loves u 
lace with it; for he perhaps will think me bold and im- 1 
pertinent. 10 a0 
Now, my dear, is not this a particular incident; 
either as I have made it, or as it was deſigned? I dont 
love to do an uncivil thing. And if nothing wer 
meant by the requeſt, my refuſal deſerves to be called 


uncivil. Then arent be meant. If, Lug 8 


by it, which ſurely dare not be meant. If i, Lou 
to apprehend every-thing, and fly the houſe and 1 
man as I would an infection. If nat juſt, and if 1 

cannot contrive to clear myſelf of having entertained . cli 
ſuſpicions, by aſſigning ſome other plauſible reaſon for 
my denial, the very ſtaying here will have an appear - 
ance not at all reputable to myſelf. 9 
I am now out of humour with him, with myſelf, thi 
with all the world, but you. His companions ate 
ſhocking creatures. Why, again I repeat, ſhould heft 
bave been deſirous to bring me into ſuch company! [lubje 
Once more, I like him not. Indeed I do not like Ffatisf 
bim! ö ut, do, n 
LAN » Ifiſcr 
not! 


| | 725 tion 
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% LETTER ENV. 
iſs CL ARISSA HaRLOWE, To Miſs HowWR. 


* 


| "=P Tueſday, "May 2. 
MIT H infinite regret I am obliged to tell you, 
ir chat I can no longer write to you, or receive 
ie Letters from you. Your Mother has ſent me a Letter 


-) Jindloſed in a cover to Mr. Lovelace, directed for him 
+ Jit Lord M's (and which was brought him juſt now) 
pt Lreproaching me on this ſubject in very angry terms, 
t, [and forbidding me, as I would not be thought to in- 
ay tend to make her and you unhappy, to write to you 
ee without her leave.” | Ne 
n= This, therefore, is the laſt you muſt receive from 
me, till happier times: And as my proſpects are not 
tz Imry bad, I preſume we ſhall ſoon have leave to write 
nit gain; and even to ſee each other: Since an alliance 
e with a family ſo honourable as Mr. Lovelace's is, will 
led not be a diſgrace. e 
ige She is pleaſed to write, that if I would with to in- 
0 ' fame you, I ſhould let you know her written prohi- 
bition: But otherwiſe find ſome way of my own ac- 
f I cord (without bringing her into the queſtion) to de- 
ned J*-cline a correſpondence, which I muſt know ſhe has 
for e for ſome time paſt forbidden. But all I can ſay is, 
zat- to beg of you not to be inflamed ;—to beg of you, not 
to let her #now, or even by your behaviour to her, on 
this occaſion, gusſe, that I have acquainted — with 
my reaſon for declining to write to you. For how elſe, 
iter the ſcruples I have heretofore made on this very 
ſubject, yet proceeding to correſpond, can I honeſtly 
ſatisfy you about my motives for this ſudden ſtop ? 
do, my dear, I chuſe, you ſee, rather to rely upon your 
- Jfiſcretion, than to feign reaſons with which you would 
not be ſatisfied, but, with your uſual active penetra- 
ton, ſift to the bottom, and at laſt find me to be a mean 
J. ind low qualifier ; and that, with an implication inju- 
b | 2 rius 


nion of ſome patterns of rich ſilks for the oecaſion ie 
i 


1 Am aſtoniſhed that my Mother ſhould take ſuc 


give it Were it to any other perſon, much 1% dear [| 
would forbear giving it? . 


ſuch nice matters, is of opinion, that I ought not to | Mil 
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rious to you, that I ſuppoſed you had not prudence x ? 
dec 


enough to be truſted with the naked truth.” de 
4 F repeat, that my proſpects are not bad. The is 
c houſe, I preſume, will ſoon be taken. The people 3% 
© here are very reſpectful, notwithſtanding my nicety 
about Miſs Partington. Miſs Martin, who'is neat 
marriage with an eminent tradeſman in the Strand, Et 
juſt now, in a very reſpeAful manner, aſed my opi- bib 


The widow has a leſs forbidding appearance than at 
« firſt, Mr. Lovelace, on my declared diſlike of his 
© four friends, has aſſured me, that neither they nor 
* any-booy elſe ſhall be introduced to me, without my 
© leave.” | 1 65 nnn 
Theſe circumſtances I mention (as you will ſup- 
poſe) that your kind heart may be at eaſe about me; 
that you may be induced by them to acquieſce with 
your Mother's commands, chearfully acquieſce, and [| 
that for my ſake, leſt I ſhould be thought an inflamer\ 
who am, with very contrary intentions, my deareſt, I” 
and beſt-beloved friend, ' L eB Lov HO MIU 
wo * Your ever-dbliged and affettionate |" 

__- ©» CLarissa HARLOWwE. 


LETTER Lb 
. Miſs Howe, To Miſs CLARISsA HARTOWE. 
2 


I ſtep— purely to exerciſe an unreaſonableè act of 
authority; and to oblige the moſt remorſeleſs hearts J Me) 
in the world. If I find, that I can be of uſe to you |: 
either by advice or information, do you think I will not 


to me than you are, do you think, in ſuch a caſe, 1 


Mr. Hickman, who pretends to a little caſuiſtry in | 
decline 
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decline a correſpondence thus circumſtanced. And 
tis well he is; for my Mother having ſet me up, I 
wſt have ſomebody to quarrel with, To. 
4: This I will come into, if it will make you eaſy—l 
will forbear to write to you for a few days, if nothing 
extraordinary happen; and till the rigour of her pro- 
hibition is abated. But be aſſured, that I will nat diſ- 
nſe with your writing to me. My Heart, my Con- 
8 my Honour, will not permit it. 
But how will I help myſelf ?!—How !-Eaſy enough. 
F or 1 do aſſure you, that I want but very little further 
rovocation to fly privately to London. And if I do, 
will not leave you till I ſee you either honourably 
married, or abſolutely quit of the wretch : And in this 
laſt caſe, I will take you down with me, in defiance of 
the whole world: Or, if you refuſe to go with me, 
ſtay with you, and accompany you as your ſhadow 
whitherſoever you go. 1 | 
Don't be frighted at this declaration. There is but 
one conſideration, and but one hope, that with-hold 
me; watched as I am in all my retirements ; obliged 
to read to her without a voice; to work in her pre- 
ſence without fingers; and to lie with her every night 
againſt my will. The conſideration is, Leſt you ſhould 
apprehend that a ſtep of this nature would look like a 
doubling of your fault, in the eyes of ſuch as think 
your going away a fault. The hope is, That things 
will ſtill end happily, and that ſome people will have 
reaſon to take ſhame to themſelves for the ſorry parts 
they have ated. Nevertheleſs I am often balancing 
Hut your reſolving to give up the correſpondence at 
this criſis, will turn the ſcale. rite therefore, or 
take the conſequence, 6g - 
A few words upon the ſubject of your laſt Letters 
know not whether your Brother's wiſe project be 
given up or not. A dead ſilence reigns in your fa- 
mily. Lour Brother was abſent three days; then at 
7" | 4 home 
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home one; and is now abſent: But whether with 


Singleton or not, I cannot find out. 


y your account of your wretch's companions, 
ſee not but they are a ſet of /»fernals,' and he the 
Beelzebub. What could he mean, as you ſay, by his 


earneſtneſs to bring you into ſuch company, and to 


give you ſuch an opportunity to make him and them 


reflecting- glaſſes to one another? The man's a fool, to 
be ſure, my dear,—A filly felluu, at leaſt, —The 


wretches muſt put on their bf before you, no doubt, 
Lords of the creation - Noble fellows theſe fm 
Yet who knows how many poor deſpicable ſouls of 
our Sex the worſt of them has had to whine after him 


You have brought an inconvenience upon yourſelf, | . 


as you obſerve, by your refuſal of Miſs Partington for 
your  bedfellow. Pity you had not admitted her, 
Watchful as you are, what cod have happened? If 
violence were intended, he would not ſtay for the 
night. You might have ſat up after her, or not gone 
to bed. Mrs. Sinclair preſſed it too far. Tou was 
over- ſcrupulous. 9 eu 1. a1 DJ 
If any- thing happen to delay your nuptials, I would 
adviſe you to remove: But if you marry, perhaps you 
may Waal it no great matter to ſtay where you ate, 


till you take poſſeſſion of your own Eſtate. "The knot 


once tied, and with ſo reſolute a man, it is my opinion, 
your relations will ſoon reſign what they cannot le- 
gally hold: And, were even a litigation to follow, you 


will not be able, nor ought you to be willing, to help 


it: For your Eſtate will then be his right; and it will 
be unjuſt to wiſh it to be with - held from him. . 

One thing I would adviſe you to think of; and that 
is, of proper Settlements : fe will be to the credit'of 


your prudence and of his juſtice (and the more as mat- 
ters ſtand) that ſomething of this ſhould+be done be · 

| fore. you marry. Bad as he is, nobody accounts him 
a ſordid man. And I wonder he has been hitherto 


ſilent on that ſubject. 


Jam 
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and ever will be, 


- maternal, as I have a paternal, malediction? Would 
not the world think there was an infection in my fault, 
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I am not diſpleaſed with his propoſal about the wi- 
dow Lady's houſe. I think it will do very well. But 
if it muſt be three weeks before you can be certain 


about it; ſurely you need not put off his Day for that 
ſpace: And he may beſpeak his Equipages. Sur- 
priſing to 1 well as to you, that he could be ſo 


ogy; pena ink: | 
I repeat Continue to write to me. I inſiſt upon 
it; and that as minutely as poſſible : Or, take the 


conſequence, I ſend this by a particular hand, Iam, 


Hur moſt affettionate 
| 4751 ANNA HowRE. 


LETTER IXX. 


Miſs Cr ALSA HARTO.w˖ z, To Miſe Hows. 


Thurſday, May 4. 


1 Forego every other engagement, I ſuſpend every 
& wiſh, I baniſh every other fear, to take up my pen, 


to beg of you, that you will not think of being guz/ty 


of ſuch an act of Love as I can never thank you for; 


but muſt for ever regret. If I muſt continue to write 
to you, I muſt. I know full well your impatience of 


controul, when you have the leaſt imagination that 
| your generoſity or friendſhip is likely to be wounded 
y | 


it. 3 44109 
My deareſt, deareſt creature, would you incur a 


if it were to be followed by Miſs Howe? There are 
ſome points ſo flagrantly wrong, that they will not 


bear to be argued upon. This is one of them. I 
need not give reaſons againſt ſuch a raſnneſs. Heaven 
forbid that it ſhould be known that you had it but 
once in your thought, be your motives ever ſo noble 
and generous, to follow ſo bad an example! The ra- 

ther, as that you would, in ſuch a caſe, want the ex- 


24 tenuations 
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tenuations that might be pleaded in my favour; and 
r one of being ſurpriſed into the un- 
e OH Go ann 5 
© The reſtraint your Mother lays you under, would 
not have appeared heavy · to you, but on my account, 


Would you have once thought it a hardſhip to be ad- 


mitted to a part of her bed How did I uſe to be de- 
lighted With ſuch a favour from my Mother Ho. 
did I love to work in her preſence So did you in the 
preſence of yours once. And to read to her on win- 
ter- evenings I know was one of your joys.— Do not 
give me cauſe to reproach myſelf on the reaſon that 
my be aſſigned for the change in you. N 
earn, my dear, I beſeech you learn, to ſubdue 
your own paſſions, Be the motives what they will, 


. 


Exceſs is Exceſs. Thoſe paſſions in our Sex, which 
we take no pains to ſubdue, may have one and the 
ſame ſource with thoſe infinitely blacker lad, 
which we uſed ſo often to condemn in the violent and 
headſtrong of the other Sex; and which may be only 
Rachid in them by Cuſtom, and their freer Edu; 


cation. Let us both, my dear, ponder well this 


thought; look into ourſelves, and fear. Wes» 
If I write, as I find I muſt, I inſiſt upon your for- 


bearing to write. Your ſilence to this ſhall be the ſign 


to me, that you will not think of the raſhneſs you 


threaten me with; and that you will obey your Mother 


as to your own part of the correſpondence, however: 


Eſpecially, as you can inform or adviſe me in every 
weighty caſe by Mr. Hickman's pen. 


My trembling writing will ſhew you, my dear im- 


petuous creature, what a trembling heart you have 
given to 5 . 5 
Dur ever-obliged, 
Or, if you take ſo raſh a ſtep, 4 lite 
Dur for- ever diſabligdl. 
C ARISSA HARLOWE. 


My 
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Miu cloaths were brought to me juſt now. But you 
mo Have fo noch diſcompoſed me, that I have no 
heart to look into the trunks. Why, why, my 
© © deaf, will you fright me with your flaming Love? 
©. Diſtreſs is Diſtreſs, to a weak heart, whether it 
ariſe from Friendſhip or Enmity. 6 
As ſervant of Mr. Lovelace carries this to Mr, Hick- 
maan for diſpatch-ſake. Let that worthy man's 
pen relieve my heart from this new unealinels. 


% „ OBOE TE. OEM 
Mr. Hickman, To Miſs CLARISSAHARLOWE. 
[ Sent to Wilſon's by a particular hand.] 


"4 Madam, | Friday, May bu 


J Have the honour of dear Miſs Howe's commands, 
to. acquaint you, without knowing the occaſion, 


that ſhe is exceſſively concerned for the concern ſhe 


has given you in her laſt Letter: And that, if you 
« will but write to her, under cover as before, ſhe 
© will have no thoughts of what you are ſo very ap- 
© prehenſive about. Vet ſhe bid me write, That 
+ if ſhe has but the /eaft imagination that ſhe can ferve 
you, and ſave you, thoſe are her words, all the 


© cenſures of the world will be but of ſecond conſider- 


* ation with her.“ I have great temptations on this 


_ occaſion, to expreſs my own reſentments upon your 


reſent ſtate; but not being fully appriſed of what 


that is—Only conjecturing from the diſturbance upon 
the mind of the deareſt Lady in the world to me, and 


the moſt ſincere of friends to you, that that is not al- 
together ſo happy as were to be wiſhed; and being, 
moreover, forbid to enter into the cruel ſubject; I can 
ny offer, as I do, my beſt and faithfulleſt ſervices ; 
and to wiſh you a happy deliverance from all your 
MMoſt excellent young Lady, 
Your faithful and mift obedient Servant, 
5 CH. HIOK MAN. 
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LETTER IXI. 


Mr. LovELACE, To Journ BRTLTORD, E 
Ni day, May 2. 


(ERCURY, as the Fabulift te s us, having the 
curioſity to know the eſtimation he ſtood in 


—.— mortals, deſcended in diſguiſe, and, in a Sta- 
tuary 's ſhop, cheapened a Jupiter, then a Juno, then 
one, then another, of the Dii majores; and, at laſt, 


aſked, What price that ſame Statue of Mercury bore? 


O Sir, ſays the artiſt, buy one of the others, and Pl 


throw you in that for nothing. 

How ſheepiſh muſt the god of thieves look, upon 
this rebuff to his vanity ! 
So thou !—A thouſand pounds Wan thou give 
for the good opinion of this ſingle Lady Jo be only 
thought tolerably of, and not quite — of h 
converſation, would make thee happy. Abd: at.part- 
ing laſt night, or rather this morning, thou madeſt me 
promiſe a few lines to Edgware, to let thee know 1 


| ſhe thinks of thee, and of ar for Brethren, 1 +» 


Thy thouſand pounds, Fack, is all thy or. For 


moſt hzartily does ſhe ai the ye alt= Dre as en as 


any of the reſt. 

J am ſorry for it too, as to thy bert forms rea- 
ſons One, that I think thy motive for thy curioſity 
was Fear or Conſciouſneſs: Whereas that of the arch - 
thief was Vanity, intolerable Vanity: And he was 
therefore juſtly ſent away with a bluſh upon his cheeks 
to heaven, and could not brag— The ather, that I am 


afraid, if ſhe diſlikes thee, ſhe diſlikes me : For are — 


not birds of a feather? 

I muſt never talk of Reformation; the told mey 
having ſuch companions, and taking ſuch delight as I 
ſeemed to take, in their frothy converſation. 

I, no more than you, Jack, imagined ſhe could poſi 
by like ye: But then, as my friends, Ithought a mo 

on 
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ſon of her education would have been more ſparing of 


her cenſures. 5 Fo 

I don't know how it is, Belford ; but women think 
themſelves intitled to take any freedoms with us ; 
while we are unpolite, forſooth, and I can't tell what, 


if we don't tell a pack of curſed lyes; and make blatk 
white, in their favour—teaching' us to be hypocrites, 


yet ſtigmatizing us, at other times, for deceiv ers. 
I defended ye all as well as I could: But you know 
there was no attempting ought but a palliative de- 
fence, to one of her principle. 
Iwill ſummarily give thee a few of my pleas. 

To the ohh every little deviation ſeemed offen. 
«five: Vet I ſaw not, that there was any- thing amiſs 
* the whole evening, either in the words or behaviour 
of any of my friends. Some people could talk but 
upon one or tuo ſubjects: She upon every- one: 
No wonder, therefore, they talked to what they un- 
6 derſtood beſt; and to mere objects of ſenſe. Had 
fſhe honoured us with more of her converſation, ſhe 
* would have been leſs diſguſted with ovrs ; for the 
© ſaw how every-one was prepared to admire her, 
© whenever ſhe opened her lips. You, in particular, 
© had ſaid, when ſhe retired, that Virtue itſelf ſpoke; 
© when ſhe ſpoke: But that you had ſuch an awe 
upon you, after ſhe had favoured us with an obſer- 
© vation or two on a ſubject ſtarted, that you ſhould 
ever be afraid, in her company, to be found met ex- 
©-ceptionable, when you intended to be /zaff fo. 
Plainly, the faid, ſhe neither liked my companions, 
nor the houſe ſhe was in. | | 6971 ©) 

I liked not the houſe any more than ſhe: Tho' the 
people were very obliging, and ſhe had owned they 
were leſs exceptionable to herſelf, than at firſt: And 
were we not about another of our own? 3 VA 

She did not like Miſs Partington Let her fortune 
be what it would, and ſne had heard a great deal ſaid 
of her fortune, ſhe ſhould not chuſe an intimaey with 


Q 6 her, 
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her, She thought it was a hardſbip to be put upon 
ſuch a difficulty, as ſhe was put upon the preceding 


night, when there were lodgers in the front -houſe, 
whom they had reaſon to be freer with, than, upon ſo 


mort an acquaintance, with ger. 
I pretended to be an utter ſtranger as to this parti - 
cular; and, when ſhe explained herſelf upon it, con- 
* Mrs. Sinclair's requeſt, and called it a conſi- 
nt one. | "23. DiG RN 


- She, artfully, made lighter of ber denial of the girl 


for a bedfellow, than ſhe thowght of it, I could ſee that; 
for it was plain, ſhe ſuppoſed there was room for me to 
think ſhe had been either over- nice, or over - cautious. 
I offered to reſent Mrs. Sinclair's freedom. 
No; there was no great matter in it. It was beſt 
to let it paſs. It * thought more particular in 
her to deny ſuch a Requeſt, than in Mrs. Sinclair to 
make it, or Miſs Partington to expect it to be com- 
plied with. But as the people below had a large ac- 
quaintance, ſhe did not know how often ſhe might 
have her retirements invaded, if ſhe gave way. And 
indeed there were Levities in the behaviour of that 
young Lady, which ſhe could not ſo far paſs over as 
to wiſh an intimacy with her. | 
I faid, I liked Miſs Partington as little as He could. 
Miſs Partington was a ſilly young creature; who 
ſeemed too likely to juſtify the watchfulneſs of her 
guardians over her.— But, nevertheleſs, as to her ge- 
neral converſation and behaviour laſt nigbt, I muſt 
own, that I thought the girl (for girl ſhe was, as to 
diſcretion) not exceptionable; only carrying herielf 
like a free good- natured creature who believed herſelf 
ſecure in the honour of her company, 
It was very well ſaid of me, ſhe replied: But, if 
that young Lady were fo well ſatisfied with her com- 
pany, ſhe muſt needs ſay, that I was very kind to ſup- 
poſe her ſuch an 7nccent—For her own part, ſhe had 
ſcen nothing of the London world: But nn 
| M 
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muſt tell me plainly, that ſhe never was in ſueh com- 
pan in her life; nor ever again wiſhed. to be in ſuch. - 

re, Belford 1 off than Aru / n 
thou not? 

I was nettled. Hard would he the lot of more dic. 
creet women, as far as I knew, than Miſs: Pardon, 


| were they to be judged by ſo rigid a virtue as hers. 


Not fo, ſhe faid : But if I really ſaw nothin oxcep- 
tionable to a virtuous mind, in that young perſon's be- 
haviour, my ignorance of "better behaviour was, ſhe 
muſt needs tell me, as pitiable as hers : And it were 
to be wiſhed, that minds /o paired, for hes own "Innes 
ſhould never be ſeparated. _ 

See, Jack, what I get by my charity #. 0 1433 

I thanked her heartily. But ſaid, — Wa I muſt take 
the liberty to obſerve, that good folks were generally 
— „0 that, devil take me, if I would chuſt 

rd ee, were the conſequence to be, that J muſt 
dly of the whole world beſides. © 
he congratulated me upon my charity: But told 
me, that to inlarge her own, ſhe hoped it would not be 
expected of her to approve of the /ow e 1 had 
brought her into laſt night. 
No exception for thee, Bel Iford / —Saft 7s thy ble 


fond pounds. + 


I ſaw not, I ſaid, begging her pardon, that ſhe liked 


any body T Plain-dealing for plain- dealing, Fack I 


then 4 ſhe abuſe my friends . Love me, and love my 
dogs, as Lord M. would ſay However, let me but 
know whom and what ſhe did or did not like; and, 
if poſſible, I would like and diſlike the very ſame Pw: 
ſons and things. 
She bid me then, in a pet, diſlike myſelf. 1 
Curſed ſevere !— Does ſhe think ſhe muſt not pay 
for it one day, or one night — And if one, my ; 
that's my comfort. 
Il was in ſuch a train of being happy, 1d, — 


my earneſtneſs to procure her to favour my friends 


with 


$90 De Hisvory of) 
with her company, that I iI bod: the devi had had . 


fay, ar I faw not how good people could anſwer 
ant _ end, which was to amend the world hy their 

ple, were they to accompany only with the good. 
hs had like to have been blaſted by two or three 
flaſhes of lightning from her indignant eyes; and ſhe 


turned N from me, and retired to her own 


Once more,” Fact, ſafe, as thou ſeeft, is uhy thous 
 Jand pou 
1 — J am not a polite man: But is he, in ing 


inſtance before us, more polite for a woman 

And now, doſt thou not think, that I owe my 
Charmer ſome revenge for her cruelty in obliging ſuc 
2 fine young creature, and ſo vaſt a fortune, as Miſs 
Parti to croud into a preſs · bed with Doreas the 
maid Ervant of the proud refuſer !—Mifs Parti 
too (with tears) declaring by Mrs. Sinclair, that would 
Mrs. Lovelace do her the honour of a viſit at Barnet, 
the beſt bed and beſt room in her guardian's houſe 


ſhould be at her ſervice. Thinkeſt thou, that I could 


not gueſs at her diſhonourable fears of me? That the 
apprehended, that the fuppoſed huſband would endea- 


vour to take poſſeſſion of his own ?—And that Miſs 


Partington would be willing to contribute to wall a 
piece of juſtice? 


Thus, then, thou both winden ot defieſt me, 
Charmer l And ſince thou relieſt more on thy own 
recaution than upon my honour; be it unto args 


air One, as thou apprehendeſt! 


And now, Jack, let me know, what thy opinion, : 
and the opinions of thy brother varlets, are- of my" 


Gloriana. 


J have juſt now anz that Hannah Aae to be. 
ſoon well enough to attend her young Lady, when - ; 
London. It ſeems the girl has had no phyſician. 1 
muſt knd her one, out of pure love and reſpect to her 


miſtr els, 


well my friends as Miſe Partington—Ant yet I muſt - 
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miſtreſs." Who knows but [medicine may weaken nat 
ture, and frongthon che diſeaſe? —As her malady 55 
not a fcom, very likely it may do ſo..— But perhaps 
the wench's hopes are too forward. Blufering wea- 
then in — _ e that 1 wc r rheumatie 


IE T TER XXII. 


. LovBLACE, Te Joux Bepeng. gen 


Tue May 2. 
TUST as I Had: ſealed up the — comes a 


Letter to my Beloved, in a cover to me, directed 


to Lord M's. From whom, thinkeſt e en 


Mrs. Howel— 
And what the contents? 
How ſhould I know, unleſs the ein creating eu 


communicated them to me? But a very cruel Letter 


I believe it is, by the effect it had upon her. The 
tears ran down her cheeks as ſhe read it; and her co- 
lour changed: ſeveral times. No end of her Ten 
tions, I thin! 

What a cruelty i in my fate]! aid the ſweet la- 
nne Now the only comfort of my life muſt be 

iven upP 

ifs Howe's ; correſ] pondence, no doubt. 

But ſhould ſhe be ſo much grieved at this ? This 
correſpondence was prohibited before, and that, to the 
* in the ſtrongeſt terms: But yet carried on 
3 ; altho* a brace of impeccables, and pleaſe ye. 

d they expect, that a Mother would not vindicate 
her authority? — And finding her prohibition inef- 
fectual with her perverſe Daughter, was it not reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe ſhe would try what effect it would have 
upon her Daughter's friend — And now I believe the 
end will be effectually anſwered : For my Beloved; I 
dare ſay, will make a point of conſcience of it. 

- Ne cruelty, eſpecially in women; and ſhould 


12 have 


$52 Die Hisfokr of 
Mrs. Howe, had I not had a ſtronger inſtance of the 
ſame in my Beloved to Miſs Partington; for how-did 
ſhe know, ſince ſhe was ſo much afraid for: ber ſel 
whom Dorcas might let in to that innocent and 
watchful young Lady? But nevertheleſs I-muſt 
own, that I am not very 
it originally come from the Hirlowes, or From whom 


it will; becauſe I make no doubt, that it is owing to 


Miſs Howe, in a great meaſure, that my Beloved'is ſo 
much upon her guard, and thinks ſo hardly of me. 
And who can 54 55 as characters here are ſo tender, 
and ſome di ſgui ſes imſy, what conſequences might 
Oh this . — fan. co wat gy therefore 
I am not ſorry for it : Now will ſhe not have any- 

to compare notes with: Any-body to alarm her: And 


T may be ſaved the guilt and diſobligation of inſpecting 


into a correſpondence that has long made me uneaſy. 
How every- thing works for me!—Why will this 


charming Creature make ſuch contrivances neceſſary, 
uilt too, as ſome 


as will increaſe my trouble, and my 
would account it? But why, nn ale alk, (Rm 
en againſt her Stars? N 
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cole BELFORD,. To ROBERT Lovziack, En 
Edgwa 


tell you, That we are all of one opinion with regard to 
ber; which is, that there is not of her a finer 
woman in the world, as to her Underſtanding, 
her Perſon, ſhe is at the age of bloom, and an admir- 
able creature; a perfect Beauty: 
a man, who lies been honoured with her converſation, 


can hardly deſcend to gives and Jaber was brought | 


Fa, BL 1 254 


9 us againſt her wil 


5 ö Permit 


have been mene Generel frndhls Jnflance f it in 


ſorry for this prohibition, cs 


EO re, Tueſday-Night, May 2. 
Wide, ſtaying for the promiſed Letter from yo 
to inform us what the Lady ſays of ur, I write to 


As for 


But this poorer praiſe, 


bf WW, US watyY r WY WR” ws YU, of 


Cared to expreſs ! 


Hermit me, dear Lovelace, to be a means of ſaving 
this excellent creature from the dangers ſhe hourhy 
runs from the moſt plotting heart in the world. In 
2 former, I pleaded your own family, Lord M's wiſhes 
ticularly. and then I had not ſeen her : But NOW, 
join her ſake, honour's ſake; motives of. juſtice, ge: 
neroſity, gratitude, and humanity, which are all con- 
cerned in the preſervation of ſo fine a woman. Thou 
knoweſt not the anguiſh I ſhould have had (whence 
ariſing, I cannot deviſe) had I not known before I ſet 
out this morning, that the incomparable creature had 
diſappointed thee in thy curſed view of getting her to 
admit the ſpecious Partington for a bedfellow.. 
I have done nothing but talk of this Lady ever ſince 


I ſaw her. There is ſomething 1 aroful, and yet ſs 
ſweet, in her aſpect, that were I t 


to have the Virtues 
and the Graces all drawn in one piece, they ſhould be 
taken, every- one of them, from different airs and at- 
titudes in her. She was born to adorn the age ſhe 
was given to, and would be an ornament to the firſt 
dignity. What a piercing, yet gentle eye; every 

ance, I thought, mingled with Love and Fear of you! 


What a ſweet ſmile darting through the cloud that 
overſpread her fair face; demonſtrating, that ſhe had 


more apprehenſions and grief at her heart, than ſhe 


* 


You may think what I am. going to write too 
flighty ; but, by my faith, I have conceived ſuch a 
profound reverence for her ſenſe and judgment, that, 
far from thinking the man excuſable who ſhould treat 
her baſely, -I am ready to regret that ſuch an angel of 


a woman ſhould even marry. . She is in my eye all 


mind: And were ſhe; to meet with a man all mind 


likewiſe, why ſhould the charming qualities ſhe is 
miſtreſs of, be endangered? Why ſhould ſuch an | 


be plun ed ſo low as into the vulgar offices of domeſtic 
life? W. 


Vere ſhe mine, I ſhould hardly wiſh to ſee her a 


| Mother, unleſs there were a kind of moral. Fang, 
"i K els: 


that Minds like hers could be propagated... For why, 
in ſhort, ſhould not the work of Bodies be left to 
mere Bodies? I know, that you yourſelf have an opi- 
Tourville, are all of my mind; are full of her praiſes; 
and ſwear, it would be a million of pities to ruin a 


* 


woman in whoſe-fall none but devils can rejoice. 


Mhat muſt that merit and excellence be which can 
extort this from 2s, free livers, like yourſelf, and all 
of us your partial friends, who have joined with you in 
your juſt reſentments againſt the reſt of her family, 
and offered our. aſſiſtance to execute your vengeance 
on them ? But we cannot think it reaſonable, that you 
ſhould puniſh an innocent creature, who loves you ſo 
well, and who is in your protection, and has ſuffered 
ſo much for you, for the faults of her relations. 
And here, let me put a ſerious queſtion or two. 
Thinkeſt thou, truly admirable as this Lady is, that 
the end thou propoſeſt to thyſelf; if obtained, is an» 
ſwerable to the means, to the trouble, thou giveſt thy- 
ſelf, and to the perfidies, tricks, ſtratagems, and con - 
trivances thou haſt already been guilty of, and ſtill me- 
uitateſt? In every real excellence ſhe ſurpaſſes all her 
Sex. But in the article thou ſeekeſt to ſubdue her for, 
a mere Senſualift, a Partington, a Horton, a Martin, 
would make a Senſualiſt a thouſand times happier than 
the either will or can. _ 
.- Stveet are the joys that come with willingneſs. 
And wouldſt thou make ber unhappy for her whole life, 
and thy/elf not happy for a ſingle moment? p 
_ -Hitherto, it is not too late; and that perhaps is as 
much as can be ſaid, if thou meaneſt to preſerve her 
eſteem and good opinion, as well as perſon;-forTthink 
it is impoſſible ſhe can get out of thy hands now: ſhe 
is in this curſed houſe. O that damn'd hypocritical 
Sinclair, as thou calleft her! How was it poſſible ſhe 
ſhould behave ſo ſpeatyuſly as ſhe did all the * vr 
* 5 Lady 


* 
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Lady ſtaid with us . Be honeſt, and marry; and bes 
thankful, that ſhe will condeſcend to have thee; If 
thou doſt not, thou wilt be the worſt of men; and wilt 
he condemned in this world and ebe nent . As F am 
ſure thou oughteſt, and ſhouldeſt too, wert thou to be 


Judged by one, who never before was fo much touched 


in a woman 's favour : And whom thou knoweſt to be 
FD. ON partial Friend. 
| J. Bxxronp. | 


| Our, companions conſented, that I ſhould withdraw 
to write to the above effect. They can make 
nothing of the characters we write in; ſo I read 


5 this to ene They approve of it; and of their 


own motion each man would ſet his name to it. 
I would not delay ſending it, for fear of — 
deſteſtable ſcheme taking place. 
6 THOMAS BELTON. 
Ric HARD MowBRAY. 


ad) RIViG DONT eo James TounvITE. 


* uſt 1 now are brought | me both yours. I vary not 
my opinion, nor forbear my earneſt Prayers to 
you in her behalf, 88 diſlike 


of me. 


LETTER LXXV. 
Mr. LovsLace, To John BzLronn, E/q, 
Wedneſaay, May 3. 


z 


Warn I have already taken pains to acquaint thee 


in full with my views, deſigns, and reſolutions, 


with regard to this admirable woman, it is very ex- 
traordinary, that thou ſhouldſt vapour as thou doſt 


in her behalf, when I have made no trial, no attempt: 


And yet, giveſt it as thy opinion in a former Letter, 
chat advantage may be taken of the ee eee ins 
nd that the may be overcome. 


3 of thy reflections, e aut which 
reſpects 


\ 
* 
* 
— 
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xeſpedts the difference as to the joys to be given by 


the Virtuous and the Libertine of the Sex, are fitter 


to come in as after-refleQions, than as antecedenc ies. 


the jeys that come with willingneſs But is it to be ex- 
Red, that a woman of education, and a lover of 
Em, will yield before 


3 


o much as ſummoned This to ſurrender? I doubt 
not but Lſhall meet with difficulty. I muſt therefore 
make my firſt effort by ſurprize, There may poſſibly 
be ſome cruelty ee : But there may be con ſent 
in fruggle 3 there may be yielding in re/iflauce, - But 
the firſt conflict over, whether the following may not 
be weaker and. weaker, till willingneſs enſue, is the 
point to be tried. I will illuſtrate what I have ſaid by 
— of a Bird new-caught. We begin, when 

ys, with Birds, and, when grown. up, go on to 
Women; and both, perhaps, in turns, experience 
our, ſportive cruelty. 2 vd don 

_ Haſt thou not obſerved the charming gradations 
by which the inſnared Volatile: has been brought to 
bear with its new condition? How at firſt, refuſing 
all ſuſtenance, it beats and bruiſes itſelf againſt its 
Wires, till it makes its gay plumage fly about, and 


over-ſpread its well-ſecured cage. Now it gets out 


its head; ſticking only at its beautiful ſhoulders: 
2 with difficulty, drawing back its head, it gaſps 
for breath, and, erectedly perched, with meditating 
eyes, firſt ſurveys, and then attempts, its wired cano- 
py · As it gets breath, with renewed rage, it beats 
and bruiſes. again its pretty head and ſides, bites the 
wires, and pecks at the fingers of its delighted tamer. 
Till at laſt, finding its efforts ineffectual, quite tired 
and breathleſs, it lays itſelf down, and pants at the 
bottom of the cage, ſeeining to bemoan its cruel fate 


and forfeited liberty. And after a few days its ſiruggles 


to eſcape ſtill diminiſhing as it finds it to no purpoſe 


RAe | 


e, with thee, and with the poet, That ſuuset are 


is attacked? And have 1 
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and it hops about from perch to perch, reſumes its 


wonted chearfulneſs, and: every day ſings a ſong to 
amuſe itſelf, and reward its keeper, . P * by 
Now, let me tell thee, that T have known à Bird 
actually ſtarve itſelf, and die with grief, at its being 
caught and caged. But never did I meet with a Wo⸗ 
man, who was ſo ſilly. Vet have J heard the deaf 
ſouls moſt vehemently threaten their own lives on 
ſuch an occaſion. But it is ſaying nothing in a Wo- 
man's favour, if we do not allow her to have more 


ſenſe than & Bird. And yet we muſt all own, that 


it is more difficult to catch a Bird than a Lad). 
To purſue the compariſon — If the diſappointment of 
the captivated Lady be very great, ſhe will threaten, in- 


_deedy as I ſaid: She will even refuſe her fuſtenance 


for ſome time, eſpecially if you intreat her much, and 
ſhe thinks ſhe gives ou concern by her refuſal.” But 
then the Stomach of the dear ſullen one will ſoon re- 
turn. Tis pretty to ſee how ſhe comes to by degrees; 


Preſſed by Appetite, ſhe will firſt ſteal, perhaps, a 
weeping morſe] by herſelf; then be brought to piddle 


and ſigh, and ſigh and piddle before you ; now - and- then 
if her viands be — ſwallowing with them 
a reliſhing tear or two: Then ſhe comes to eat and 
and drink, to oblige you: Then reſolves to live for 


| — ſake: Her exclamations will, in the next place, 


e turned into blandiſhments ; her vehement upbraid- 
ings. into gentle murmurings— How dare you, Trai- 


tor !—into How could you, deareſt ? che in draw 


u to her, inſtead of puſhing you from her: No 

iger, with unſheathed claws, will ſhe reſiſt you; 
but, like a pretty, playful,” wanton Kitten, with 
gentle paws and concealed talons, tap your cheek, 
and with intermingled ſmiles, and tears, and ca- 
reſſes, implore your conſideration for her, and your 
conflancy : All the favour ſhe then has to afk of 
you! — And this is the time, were it given to man 
to confine himſelf to one object, to be happier every 
lay chan other. Now, 
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Now, — nd further than I have 
ne with my beloved Miſs Harlowe, how ſhalt 
know the difference between her and another 
bird * To let her fly NOW, what ' a'pretty jeſt would 
that be How: do I-know, except I try, whether 
ſhe may not be brought: to ſing me a fine ſong, and 
to be as well contented! as I have brought other birds 
to be, and very ſhy ones too) eh 2 
But now let us reflect a little upon the confounded 
partiality of us human creatures. I can give two or 
three familiar, and, if they were not fumiliar, they 
would be /hocking,: inſtances of: the cruelty both of 
men and women, with reſpect to other creatures, per- 
haps as worthy as (at leaſt more innocent than) theni⸗ 
ſelves.” By my Soul, Jack, there is more of the 8a. 
vage in human nature than we are commonby aware 
of. Nor is it, after all, ſo much amiſs, that we ſomes 
times avenge the more innocent animals upon ou 
„e nh oth fact gt Og 
How uſual a ching is it for women as well as men; 
without the leaſt remorſe, to enſnare, to cage, and 
torment, and even with burning knitting · needles to 
put out the eyes of the poor feather'd ſongſter ¶ Thou 


[ 


ſeeſt I have not yet done with birds]; which however, 


in ion to its bulk, has more life than them 
ſelues (for a bird is all ſoul) and of conſequence has 
as much feeling as the human creature! When at 
the ſame time, if an honeſt fellow, by the gentleſt 
perſuaſion, and the ſofteſt arts, has the good luck to 
prevail upon a mew d- up lady to countenance her 
own eſcape, and the conſents to break cage, and be 
ſet a flying into the all · chearing air of liberty, Mercy 
on us what an Outcry is 8 raiſed againſt him 
Juſt like what you and I onee ſaw raiſed in a paltry 
village near: Chelmsford, after a poor hungry fox, 
who, watching his opportunity, had ſeized by the 
neck, en ſhouldered, a fleck-feathered gooſe : _ 


has hc * . ww nw” "Mu Wilks „ — wy * 


what time we beheld the whole vicinage of boys and 
girls, old men, and old women, all the furroms and 
wrinkles of the latter filled up with malice for the 


time; the old men armed with prongs, pitchforka, 


clubs, and catſticks; the old women with mops, 
younger fry with dirt, ſtones, and brickbats, gather- 
ing as they ran like a ſnowball,” in purſuit of the wind 
out · ſtripping prowler ; all the mongrel cnrs of the 
circumjacencies yelp, yelp, yelp, at their heels, com- 
pleting the horrid chorus. n 

Remembreſt thou not this ſcene? Surely thou 
muſt. My imagination, inflamed by a tender ſym- 


pathy for the danger of the adventurous m: 


repreſents. it to my eye, as if it were but yeſterday. 
And doſt thou not recollect how. generoully glad we 
were, as if our on caſe, that honeſt Reynard, by 


the help of a lucky ſtile, over which both old and 


young tumbled upon one another, and a winding 
courſe, eſcaped their brutal fury, and flying catſticks; 
and how, in fancy, we followed him to his undiſco- 
vered retreat; and imagined we beheld the intrepid 
thief enjoying his dear - earned purchaſe with a delight 
proportioned to his paſt danger 1 


Tonce made a charming little ſavage ſevercly.re- 


pent the delight ſhe took in ſeeing; her tabby favourite 
make cruel ſport with a pretty ſleek-bead-eyed mouſe, 
before ſhe devoured it. Egad, my Love, ſaid Ito my- 
ſelf, as I ſat meditating the ſcene, Lam determined to 
lie in wait for a fit opportunity to try how: thou wilt 
like to be toſt over my head, and be caught again: 
How thou wilt like to be patted from me, and pulled 
to me. Yet will I rather give life than take it away, 
as this barbarous quadrupede has at laſt done by her 
prey. And after all was over between my girl and me, I 


reminded her of the incident to which my reſolution 


Was o wing. 


Nor had I at another time any mercy upon the 


daughter 
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daughter of an old Epicure, who had taught the girl, 
without the leaſt remorſe, to roaſt Lobſters aliy . by 


cauſe a poor Pig to be whipt to death; to ſcrape Carp 


the contrary way of the ſcales, making them leap in 
the ſtew-pan, and drefling them in their own blood 


for ſawce. And this for luxury-ſake, and to provoke 
an appetite z which I had without ſtimulation, in my 
way, and that I can tell thee a very ravenous one, - 
: Many more inſtances of the like nature could I 
give, were I to leave nothing to thyſelf, to ſhew that 
the beſt take the ſame liberties, and perhaps worſe, 
with ſome ſort of creatures, that we take with 
others; all creatures ſtill ! and creatures too, as 


I have obſerved above, replete with ſtrong life, and 


ſenſible feeling ! — If therefore people pretend to 
mercy, let mercy 5 thro? all their actions. 1 bave 
—5 ſomewhere, That a merciful man it merciful to 
Bis beaſt. $ . OE A ney 
80 Auch at preſent for thoſe parts of thy Letter in 
which thou urgeſt to me motives of compaſſion for 
the Lady. n 

But 1 at thy principal motive in this thy ear- 
neſtneſs in behalf of this charming creature. I know 
that thou correſpondeſt with Lord M. who is impa- 
tient, and long has been deſirous, to ſee me ſhackled. 
And thou wanteſt to make a merit with the Uncle, 


with a view to one of his Nieces. But knoweſt thun 


not, that my conſent will be wanting to complete thy 
wiſhes? — And what a commendation. will it be of 

thee to ſuch a girl as Charlotte, when I ſhall ac- 
quaint her with the affront thou putteſt upon the 
whole Sex, by aſking, Whether I think my reward, 
when I have ſubdued the maſt charming woman in 
the world, will be equal to my trouble? — Which, 
thinkeſt thou, a woman of ſpirit will ſooneſt forgive, 
the undervaluing varlet who can put ſuch a gqueſtton ; 
or him, who prefers the purſuit and con Wi of a fine 
woman to all the. joys of life ? Have 


not known 
even 
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even a virtuous woman, as the would be thought, 
vow everlaſting —— to a man, who gave out, 
that ſhe was too old for 12 to attempt? And did not 
Eſſex's perſonal reflection on Queen Elizabeth, that 
the was old and crooked, contribu more to his ruin, 
than his treaſon ? 24 | 
But another word or two, as to thy objection re- 
lating to my Trouble and Reward. 

Does not the keen foxhunter endanger his neck and 
his bones in purſuit of a vermin, which, when killed, 


is neither fit food for men nor dogs? * 
Do not the hunters of the nobler game value the 
| veniſon leſs than the ſport ? 


Why then ſhould I be reflected upon, and the Sex | 


affonte d, for my patience and perſeverance in the 


moſt Nobis of all chices; and for not being A nxvl 

in Love, as thy queſtion” may be made to Ii; 

Learn of thy maſter, for the future, to treat more 

reſpeAfully a Sex that yields us our F der- 

ſtons and delights. 5 
Proceed anon. 


LETTER LXXVI. Rats, 
Mr. LovE LACE. In Continuation. 2 


ELL ſayeſt thou, that mine is the / plottin 
heart * world. Thou doſt 2 e 
and J thank thee heartily. Thou art no bad judge. 
How like Boileau's parſon, I ſtrut behind my 40 oak 
chin]! Am I not obliged to deſerve thy por Ser ? 
And wouldſt thou have me repent of a murder before 
F have committed it? 
The Virtues and Graces are this Lady 8 Wanda 
© She was certainly born to adorn the age ſhe was 
© given to. Well ſaid, Jack And would be an 
© ornament to the firſt dignity.” But what praiſe is 
that, unleſs the firſt dignity were adorned with the 


firſt merit — Dignity ! "Yr" 12 Firſt dignity 1 


Vol. III. Thou 
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Thou idiot [—Art thou, who knoweſt me, ſo * 
with Ermine and Tinſel? — I, who have won the gold, 


am only fit to wear it: For the future therefore cor- 


rect thy ſtile, and proclaim her the ornament of the 
happieſt man, — — herſelf and _ thei 
| ſt conqueror in the world: 

Then, that ſhe loves me, as n 


to renounce me; the little eee ſhe places in 

me ; intitle me to aſſe, What merit can ſhe have 

with a man, who won her in ſpight of herſelf; and 

2 e in ſet and obilinate e took her 5 
er? 

As to what thaw inferreſt foie her FI han 50 
us, thou knoweſtinothing of her Heart from that, if 
thou ĩmagineſt there was one glance of Love ſhot. 
from it. Well did I note her Eye, and plainly did I 
ſee; that it vas all but juſt civil diſguſt to me — to 
the company I had brought her into. Her early re- 
tiring that night, againſt all intreaty, mighthave con- 


vinced thee, that there was very little of the gentle in 
her heart for me. And her Eye never knew what i it 


was to contradict her Heart. 
She is, thou ſayeſt, All mind. So ſay I. But . 
ſhouldft thou imagine, that ſuch a mind as hers, 
with ſuch  avone:as mine; and, to dwell 


upon the word, meeting with an inclination in honey 


ſhould: not minds like her wm: 

No doubt of it, as thou ſayeſt, the devils: would 
rejoice in the fall of ſuch a woman. But this is my 
confidence, that I ſhall have it in my power to marry 
when I will. And if I do her this jaſice, ſhall I not 


have a claim to her gratitude ? And will ſhe not think | + 


herſelf the Obliged, rather than-the:Qbliger-?. Then, 

let me tell thee, Belford, it is impoſſible ſo far to hurt 
the morals of this Lady, as thou and thy brother · var- 
lets have hurt others of the Sex, who now care caſt- 


ing about the town firebrands and double _— __ 


0 that thiſtle to mumble upon. 


hin ; 
means appears clear to me. Her conditional: offers 
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That the morals of this Lady cannot fail, is a con- 
fideration that will leflen the guilt on both ſides. And 
if, when ſubdued, ſhe knows but how to middle the 
matter between Virtue and Love, then will ſne be a 
Wife for me: For already I am convinced, that there 
is not a woman in the world that is — xv and 
Plot- proof, if ſhe be not the perſan. 

And now imagine (the Charmer overcome). cho 


ſeeſt me ſitting ſupinely croſs-kneed, reclining on my 


ſoffa, the god of Love dancing in my eyes, and re- 


joicing in every mantling feature; the ſweet rogue, 


late ſuch a proud rogue, wholly in my power, moving 
up ſlowly to me, at my beck, with heaving ſighs, 
half · pronounced upbraidings from murmuring ps: 
her finger in her eye, and en her pace at f | 
Come hither, Deareſt ! ; 

One hand ſtuck in my fide, theotber e to 
encourage her baſhful approach — Kiſs me, Lovell = 
Szweet, as Jack Belford ſays; are the} ichen that comp with 
willingneſs. 

dhe tenders her purple nn 0 Har coral. Ipo will 
be puiple then, Jack I): Sigh not ſo:deeply, my 
Beloved: ! — Happier hours await thy humble: love, | 
than did thy proud reſiſtance. — Tr 

Once more bend to my: ardent. the fanny 
— of a neck late ſo eee — * +: 
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Obliging Lovelineſs -- 

O my ever-blooming Glory! [ a6 have 90 thee 
enough.—T0o-morrow' Sun? 

Then I riſe, and fold to my almoſt-alking heart 
the. throbbing-boſom'd: Charmer. 

And now ſhall NID pride-confeſs its obli 
gation to me 
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''To-morrow's Sun— And then 1 diſengage myſelf 
from the baſhful Paſſive, and ſtalk about the ro ] 
To- morrow's Sun ſhall gild the Altar at which my 
vows ſhall be paid thee!” ; 
Then, Jack, the rapture ! then Ge dard 'fun- 
beains from ber gladdened eye, drinking up at one 
ſip, the precious diſtillation from the pearl- dropt 
cheek ! Then hands ardently folded, eyes ſeeming to 
pronounce, God bleſs my Lovelace!” to ſupply. the 
joy-locked tongue: Her tranſports too ſtrong, and 
expreſſion too weak, to give utterance to her grate- 
ful meanings! All = All — All — the ftudies of my 
future life vowed and devoted, when ſhe can ſpeak, 
to acknowlege and return the perpetuated obligation! 
If I could bring my Charmer to this, would it 
not be the Eligible of Eligibles? — Is it not worth 
trying for? —As I ſaid, I can marry her when will. 
She can be no- body's but mine, neither for ſhame, 
nor by choice, nor yet by addreſs: For who, that 
knows my character, believes that * worlt ſhe dreads, 
| is #0w'to be dreaded ? | 
+ Thave the higheſt opinion that man can hve (thou 
knowelt I have) of the merit and perfections of this 
atmirable woman; of her virtue and honour too; 
altho thou, in a former, art of opinion, that ſhe 
may be overcome (a). Am I not. therefore obliged to 
go further, in order to contradict thee, and to be 
ſure, thatſhe is what I really think her to be; and, if 
1 am ever to marry her, hope to find her ? 
Then this Lady is a miſtreſs of our paso: No 
one ever had to ſo much perfection the Art of moving. 
This all her family know, and have equally” feared 
and revered her for it. This I know too; and doubt 
not more and more to experience. How charmingly 
muſt this divine creature warble forth (if a proper c- 
caſion be given) her melodious Elegiacs! — Infinite 
beauties are gl in a x weeping eye. 1 firſt e 
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two nymphs below to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral airs of 


the Lamentable in a new ſubject, and how admirably 
ſome, more than others, become their diſtreſſes. 55. 
But to return to thy objections Thou wilt per- 


| haps tell me, in the names of thy Brethren, as well as 


in thy own name, That among all the objects of your 


reſpective attempts, there was not one of the rank 


and merit of my charming Miſs Harlo we. 


— 5 -, - 
. 


But let me aſk, Has it not been a conſtant maxim 
with us, that the greater the merit on the woman's 
ſide, the nobler the victory on the man's? And as to 
rant, ſenſe of honour, ſenſe: of ſhame, pride of fa- 
mily, may make rifled rank get up, and ſhake itſelf to 


Tights : And if any- thing come of it, ſuch a one may 
ſuffer only in her pride, by being obliged: to take up 
with a ſecond- rate match inſtead of a firſt; and, as it 


may fall out, be the happier, as well as the more «/eful, 
for the miſadventure; ſince (taken off of her public 
. gaddings, and domęſtitated by her diſgrace) Que will 


have reaſon to think herſelf ohliged to the man 


| Who. has ſaved her from further reproach 3 while 
Her fortune and alliance will lay an obligation 


; 
- 


upon bim; and her, paſt fall, if ſhe have prudence 


and conſciouſneſs, will. be his | preſent and future 
But a poor girl; ſuch a one as my Roſebud for in- 
ſtance ; having no, recalls. from education 3 being 


driven out of every family that pretends. to reputation; 
perſecuted moſt perhaps by ſuch as have only kept 


their ſecret better; and having no refuge to fly to 


The Common, the Stews, the Street, is the fate of 
ſuch a poor wretch; Penury, Want, and Diſeaſe, her 
ure attendants; and an untimely End perhaps cloſes 


the miſerable ſcene. 


* 


And will ye not now all join to ſay, that it is 
more manly to attack a Lion than a Sheep q Thou 
knoweſt, that I always illuſtrated my Eagleſhip, 
by aiming at the nobl 


uarries; and by diſdaining 
5 to 
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to "AM a ſtoup at wrens, phyl- tits (a), and wage 
tai | 
"I worſt; reſelling myſelf, in the caſe Pelere 
me, is, that my triumph, when completed, will be 
glorious a one, that J ſhall never be able to keep up 
to it. All my future attempts muſt be poor to this. 
T ſhalt be as unhappy, after a while, from my re- 
flections upon this conqueſt, as Don John of Auſtria 
was, in his, on the renowned victory of Lepanto, 
hen he found that none of his future Kenie vemtents 
could keep pace with his early glory. 11 
I am ſenſible, that my pleas and wy roafoiting 2 7 ; 
be eaſily anſwered; and perhaps juſtly cenſured 
by whom cenſured? Not by any of the Confraternity, | 
«whoſe conſtant "courſe of life, even long before 1 
; became your General, to this hour, has juſtified what 
e now, in a fit of ſqueamiſtmeſs, and thro' 5 
.condemn. Having therefore vindicated myſelf a 
my intentions to ou, that is all T am at preſent 
concerned we” 
Be convinced then, that I 0 according to our prin- 
.Ciples) am right, thou wrong; or, at-Jeaft, be ſilent. 
But I command thee to be convinced. And in 1 next, 
be ſure to tell me that thou art. 


15 . E ＋ TE R LXXVII. 
. Barons. 7 ROBERT LovELACE,: #2 


Sets Edgware, Thurſday, May 4. 
Ka carbon art ſo abandoned a man, that to 
give thee the beſt reaſons in the world againſt what 
thou haſt once reſolved upon, will be but acting the 
madman whom. once we ſaw trying to buffet down a 
hurricane with his hat. 1 hope, however, that the 


420 Lets, d. P, lu tits In oppoſition to To- tits. 11 need 
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Lady's merit will {till avail her with thee. _ But if 
thou perſiſteſt; if thou wilt avenge thyſelf on this 
ſweet Lamb, which thou haſt ſingled out from a flock 
thou hateſt, for the faults of the Dogs who kept it: 
If thou art not to be moved by Beauty, by Learning, 
by Prudence, by Innocence, all ſhining dut in one 
charming object; but ſhe muſt fall, fall by the man 
whom ſhe has choſen for her protector; I would not 
for a thouſand worlds have thy crime to anſwer for. 
Upon my faith, Lovelace, the ſubject ſticks with 
me, notwithſtanding Lfind-I have. not the honour of 
the Lady's good opinion. And the more, when I re- 
: andes ather's brutal curſe, and the villainous 
hard-heartedneſs of all her family. But, nevertheleſs, 
4 fhould be deſirous to know ( thou wilt; proceed) by 
what gradations, arts, and contrivances, thou effecteſt 
thy ingrateful purpoſe. And, O Lovelace, I conjure 
thee, if thou art a man, let not the ſpecious devils 
thou haſt brought her among, be ſuffered: to triumph 
over her; nor make her the victim of anmamly arti fices. 
If ſhe yield to fair ſæduction, if I may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf; is thou: canſt raiſe a weakneſs in her by Love, or 
buy arts not inhuman ; I ſhall the leſs pity her: And 
hall then conclude, that there is not a woman in the 
world who can reſiſt a bold and reſokite Lover. 
A meſſenger is juſt now arrived from my Uncle. 
The mortification, it ſeems, is got to his knee; 
and the Surgeons declare, that he cannot live man 
days. He therefore ſends for me directly, with theſe 
| thoeking words, That I will come and cloſe bis eyes. 
My ſervant or his muſt of neceſſity be in town 
every day on his caſe, or on other affairs; and one of 
them ſhall regularly attend you for any Letter or 
Commands. It will be charity to write to me as of- 
ten as you can. For altho* J am likely to be a con- 
ſiderable gainer by the poor man's death, yet I can- 
not ſay, that Tat all love theſe fcenes of Death and 
the Doctor fo. near me. The Doctor and Death I 
Fn R 4 ſhould: 
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ſhould: have ſaid ; for that's the natural order, and, 
—— the one is but the, harbinger tothe 


f therefore you decline.t- oblize: me, 1 wall think 
you are diſpleaſed with my freedom. But let me tell 
vou at the ſame time, that no man has a right 
to be diſpleaſed at freedoms taken with him for _ 
. 10 0 6 Geral * e e e 5 i pak * 5 


LETTER. 


5 Cransa HarLowe, To Mie Hane 


Thank you and Mr. Hickman for his Letter ſent 
me with ſuch kind expedition 5 INE” 3 to 
Ge my dear r tyranneſs. 


1 then gives the particilars of 396 paſſed laber 
* and Mr. Lovelace on Tueſday morning, in 
relation to his four friends, and to Miſs Parting- 
ton, pretty much te the ſame oe edt a in Mr. 
Lovelace Letter, No bexii.. Aud then \ proceeds. 


N is is conſtantly accuſing. me of over-ſcrupulouſ- 
_ Tam always out of humour with 
s him. Tb con could not have behaved morereſervedly 
to Mr. Solmes: And that it is contrary to all. his 
© hopes and notions, that he ſhould not, in ſo long a 
time, find himſelf able to inſpire the perſon whom 


© he hoped: fo ſoon to have the honour to call his, with 


the leaſt diſtinguiſhing tenderneſs for him before- 


* hand. 


Silly and partial incroacher ! not to know to what 
i attribute the reſerve I am farced to treat him with / 
But his Pride has eaten up his Prudence. It is indeed 
a dirty low pride, that has ſwallowed up the true pride, 
which ſhould have ſet him above the vanity. tat bas 


over · run him. 3 
| Have 
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HFHlave you not beheld the man, when I was your 
happy gueſt, -as he walked to his chariot, looking 

about him, as if to obſerve what eyes his ſpecious 

4 perſon and air had attracted : 292 FY 2 i ratte Z2 
But indeed we have ſeen homely coxcombs as proud 


as if they had perſons to be proud of; at the ſame 
time that it was apparent, that the pains they took 
about themſelves but the more expoſed their defects 
TPhe man wyho is fond of being thought more or bet- 
ter than he is, as I have often obſerved, but provokes 
a ſcrutiny into his pretenſions; and that generally 
produces contempt. For pride, as I believe I have 
5 heretofore ſaid, is an infallible ſign of weakneſs; of 
o | himſelf, inſults his neighbour ;, Who is provoked to 
- |} queſtion in him even that merit, Which, were he mo- 
deſt, would perhaps be allowed to be his du. 
n {| ou will ay; that Lam very grave: And ſo Iam. 
n | Mr. Lovelace is extremely ſunk in my opinion ſince 
> | . Monday night: Nor ſee I before me any - thing that 
dan afford me a pleaſing hope. For what, with a 
2 mind -ſo-2egual as. his, can be my beſt hope? 
I think J mentioned to you, in my former, that my 
. cloatlis were brought me. "You fluttered me ſo, that 
h I am not ſure I did. But I know I deſigned to 
y mention that they were. They were brought me on 
is Thurſday; but neither my few guineas with them, 
a nor any of my books, except a Drexelius on Eterni- 
n 5, the good old Practice of Piety,' and a Fraücis 
a Strays My Brother's wit, fuppoſe. He thinks he 
does well to point out death and deſpair to me. I 
5 wiſh for the one, and every now- and- then am on the 
7¹ brink of the other. ron pms +» - 
Fou will the leſs wonder at my being ſo very ſo- 
d | lemn, when, added to the above, and to my under- 
> tiain ſituation, I tell you, that they have ſent me with 
| - theſe books a Letter from my Couſin Morden. — 


e 
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has ſet my heart againſt Mr. Lovelace. Againſt 
Myſelf too. I ſend it incloſed. If you pleaſe, my 
dear, you may read it here. N 


Cal. MorDen, To Mi, CLARISSA HARLO WE. 
JAM extremely concerned to hear of a difference 
betwixt the reſt of a family ſo near and dear to me, 
and Tou ſtill dearer to me than any of the reſt. 
My Couſin James has acquainted me with the offers 
you have had, and with your refuſals. I wonder not at 
either. Such charming promiſes at ſo early 2 
when 1 left England; and thoſe promiſes, as I have 
often · heard, ſo greatly exceeded, as well in your per- 
ſon as mind; how much muſt you be admired ! How 
few muſt there be worthy of you! = 

Your: parents, the moſt indulgent in the world, to 

a Child the moſt deſerving, have given way it ſeems | 
to your refufals of ſeveral gentlemen... They have 
contented themſelves at laſt to name One with-earneft- | - 
eſs to you, becauſe of the addreſs of Another whom | - 
they cannot approve. n : 
They had not reaſon it ſeems from your behaviour 
to think you greatly averſe; ſo they proceeded : Per- 
: haps too haſtily for a delicacy like yours. But when | . 
all was fixed on their parts, and moſt extraordinary | + 
| terms concluded in your favour; terms, which abun- 
| . dantly ſhew the gentleman's juſt value for you; you | - 
| y off with a-warmth and vehemence little ſuited to 
that fweetneſs which gave grace to all your actions. 

| I know very little of either of the gentlemen: Butt 
| of Mr. Lovelace I know more than of Mr. Solmes. 11 
| wiſh I could fay more to his advantage than I can. | | 
| As to every qualification but one, your Brother owns. 
| there is no compariſon. But That one outweighs all“ 
the reſt together. It cannot be thought, * 1 
| | | r 


Mt 


Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe. 371 
_ Clariſſa Harlowe will diſpenſe with MoraLs in a 
== Dy e 
What, my deareſt Couſin, ſhall T firſt plead to you 
on this occation ? Your duty, your intereſt, your tem- 
poral, and your eternal welfare, do, and may all de- 
pend upon this ſingle point, The morality of a buſ- 
band. A wife cannot always have it in her power to 
be good, or to do good, if the has a wicked huſband, 
as à good huſband may, if he has a bad wife. You 
preſerve all your religious regards, I underſtand, 'T 
wonder not at you do. I ſhould have wondered, had 
you not. But what can you promiſe yourſelf, as to 
© perſeverance in them, with an immoral huſband ? - 
If your parents and you differ in ſentiment on this 
important occaſion, let me aſk you, my dear Couſin, 
who ought to give way? I own to you, that I ſhould 
have , r could not any- where have been a 
more ſuitable match for you, than with Mr. Lovelace, 
had he been a moral man. I ſhould have very little 
to ſay againſt a man, of whoſe actions I am not to ſet 


_ -up myſelf as a judge, did he not addreſs my Couſin. 


But, on this occaſion, let me tell you, my dear Cla- 
riſſa, that Mr. Lovelace cannot poſſibly deſerve you. 
He may reform, you'll ſay: But he may not. Habit 
is not ſoon ſhaken off. Libertines, who are Libertines 
in defiance of talents, of ſuperior lights, of conviction, 


hardly ever reform but by miracle, or by incapacity. 


Well do I know mine own Sex. Well am J able to 
judge of the probability of the reformation of a licen- 
tious young man, who has not been faſtened upon by 
ſickneſs, by aMiQtion, by calamity : Who has a pro- 
ſperous run of fortune before him: His ſpirits high: 
His will uncontroulable: The company he keeps, 
perhaps ſuch as himſelf, confirming him in all his 
- courſes, aſſiſting bim in all his enterprizes. 

As to the other gentleman, ſuppoſe, my dear Couſin, 
Jou do not like him at Preſent, it is far from being 
Si | | : unlikely, 
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unlikely, that you will hereafter : Perha 


20g Side 
ps the mote, 


— 
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for not liking him now. © He can hardly fink leber in 


our opinion: He may riſe. Very ſeldom is it, that 
gh expectations are fo much as tolerably anſwered. 
How indeed can they, when a fine and extenſive ima- 
gination carries its expectation infinitely beyond reality, 
in the higheſt of our ſublunary enjoyments? A woman 
adorned with ſuch an imagination ſees no defect in a 
favoured: object (the leſs, if ſhe be not conſcious. of 
ahy wilful fault in herſelf ) till it is too late to rectiſy 
the miſtakes occaſioned by her generous credulity. 
- But ſuppoſe a perſon of your talents were Sire 
e 10 

hat 


a man of inferior talents; who, in this caſe, can 
happy in herſelf, as Miſs Clariſſa Harlowę? What 
ight do you take in doing good ? How happily do 


| wp = ao 1 : : | a 
ou devote the ſeveral portions of the day to your own 


improvement, and to the advantage of all that move 


— 


within your ſphere ?—And then ſuch is your taſte, ſuch 


7 
ve 
+ 


are your acquirements in the politer ſtudies, and in 


the politer amuſements ; ſuch your excellence in all 
the different parts of oeconomy fit for a young Lady's 
inſpection and practice; that your friends would wiſh 
you to be taken off as little as poſſible by regards that 
may be called merely perſonal? Eq 


yourſelf, reſpeQitig a young Tady of your talents, 
from the preference you are ſuſpected to give to a Li: 
bertine, I would have you, my dear Couſin, conſider 


what That may be. A mind ſo pure, to mingle with 
1 his in- 


a mind impure! And will not ſuch a man as 
groſs all your ſolicitudes? Will he not perpetually fill 
5 with anxieties for him and for yourſelf?— The 


vine and Civil powers defied, and their ſanctions 


broken thro* by him, on every not merely accidental, 
but meditated occaſion. To be agreeable to him, and. 
to hope to preſerve an intereſt in his affections, you 


muſt probably be obliged to abandon. all your own 


laudable 
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laudable purſuits. You. muſt enter into his pleaſures | 


and diſtaſtes. You muſt. give up your on virtuous ' 


faken by yours, becauſe of the ſcandal he daily gives. 
Can you hope, Couſin, with ſuch a man as This, to 
be long fo good. as vou new are? If not, —— 
_ of your preſent laudable delights you would 
give 110 Which of his culpable ones to fol- 
low hes ki in ow could you brook to go backward, 
inſtead of forward, in thoſe duties which. you now ſo 
exemplarily perform? And how do you know, if you 
once give way, where you ſhall be ſuffered, Wie | 
you Niall be AR Wa... 

* Your Brother acknowleges, that Mr. Salmes i is net 
near ſo agreeable in perſon; as Mr. Lovelace. Bub 
what'i is perſon, with luch a Lady as I have the honour 
to be now Writing to? He owns likewiſe, that he has 
not the addreſs of Mr. Lovelace: But what a mere 

rfonal advantage is Lira 0 without morals ? A 
woman had better take a huſband whoſe manners ſhe 


were to faſhion, than to find them ready-faſhioned to 


ber Hand, at the price of his morality; a price that is 
often paid for travelling accompliſhments. O my dear 
Couſin, were you but with us here at Florence, or at 
Rome, or at Paris (where alſo I reſided for many 
months) to ſee the gentlemen whoſe, ſuppoſed rough” 
Engliſh manners at ſetting out are to be poliſhed, and: 
what their improvements are in their return thro the 
ſame races, you would infinitely prefer the man in his 
7 5 to the ſame man in his laft. Tou find the 
e on their return Foreign faſbions, foreign 
15 and foreign diſeaſes too, often complete the man; 


and to deſpiſe his own country and countrymen, him- 


ſelf ſlill more deſpicable than the mo/t deſpicable of 
thoſe he deſpiſes; theſe too generally make up, with a 
mixture by an 8 e the: nee 
8 ntleman! 1 


companions for bis profi 55 ones Perhaps be for- 


7 
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Mr. Lovelace, I know, deſerves to have. an ex- 
ception made in his favour; for he is really a man of... 
parts and learning: He was efteemed ſo both here and 

1 at Rome; and a fine perſon, and a generous turn of 
1 mind, gave him great advantages. But you need not; 
| be told, that a Libertine man of ſenſe does infinitely, 


| more — BT than a Libertine of weak parts is able. 
to do. And this I will tell you farther, that it was. 
| Mr. Lovelace's own. fault that he was not ftill more 
| reſpected than he was, among the Literati here. There 
| were, in ſhort, ſome liberties in which he indulged; | 
himſelf, that endangered his perſon and his liberty, 
and made the beſt and moſt worthy of thoſe who ho- 
noured him with their notice, give him up; and his 
ſlay 9 at Florence and at Rome ſhorter than he de- 
ne 
This i is all T chuſe to ſay of Mr. SG. | 1 had. 
ur rather have had reaſon to give him a quite con- 
ary character. But as to Rakes e or Libertines in gene- 
ral, I, who know them well, muſt be allowed, - becauſe. 
of the miſchiefs they have always-i in their hearts, and 
600 often. i in their power, to do your Sex, to add . & 
few more words upon this topic. i 
A Libertine, my dear Couſin, a pletting,. an in- | 
rriguing. Libertine, muſt be generally remor ſeleſs— 
Unjuft he muſt always be. The noble rule, of doing 
to others what he would have done to himſelf, is the: 
firſt rule he breaks; and every day he breaks it; the- 
oftener, the greater his triumph. He has great con 
tempt for your Sex. He believes no woman chaſte, 
becauſe he is a profligate. Every woman who favours : 
bim, apes. Him in his wicked. incredulity. He is al- 
ways-plo to extend the miſchiefs he delights. in. 
If a woman loves ſuch a man, how can ſhe bear the 
thought of dividing her intereſt in his affections, with 
half the town, and that perhaps the dregs of it? Then 
ſo . How will a youlig * of your delicacy 


CAA e 


„ _ A bu A „ ww a oc 


On 5 mr wh tiny > 


8 5 
$64 


Af Clariſſa Harlowe. 375 
bear with ſo ſenſual a man? A man who makes a jeſt 
of his vows; and who perhaps will break your ſpirit 
by the moſt unmanly inſults. To be a Libertine, at 
ſetting out, all compunction, all humanity, muſt be 
overcome. To continue to be a Libertine, is to con- 
tinue to be every- thing vile and inhuman. ' Prayers, 
tears, and the moſt abje ſubmiſſion, are but fuel to 
his pride: Wagering perhaps with lewd companions, , 
and; not improbably, with lewder women, upon in- 
ſtances: which he boaſts of to them of your patient 
ſufferings and broken ſpirit, and bringing them home 
to witneſs to both. i 

- Iwerite what I know has been. 5 5 
1 mention not fortunes ſquandered, eſtates mort- 
gaged or ſold, and poſterity robbed. —Nor yet a mul- 
titude of other evils, too groſs, too ſhocking, to be 
mentioned to a perſon of your delicacy. | 
All theſe, my dear Couſin, to be ſhunned, all the 
evils I have named to be avoided; the power of doing 
all the good you have been- accuſtomed to do, pre- 
ſerved, nay, increaſed, by the ſeparate proviſion that 
will be made for you: Your charming diverſions, and 
exemplary employments all maintained; and every 
good habit perpetuated: And all by one ſacrifice, the 
fading pleaſure of the Eye! Who would not (ſince 
every-thing is not to be met with in one man; who 
would not) to preſerve ſo many eſſentials, give up ſo 
light, ſo/unpermanent a pleaſure? © 
- Weigh all theſe things, which I might inſiſt upon 
to more advantage, did I think it needful to one of 
your prudence—Weigh them well, my beloved Cou- 
ſin; and if it be not the will of your parents that you 
ſhould continue fingle, reſolve to oblige them; and let 
it not be ſaid, that the powers of fancy ſhall (as in many 
others of your Sex) be too hard for your duty and your 
prudence. The leſs agreeable the man, the more 
obliging the compliance. Remember, that * 4 
697” | * der 
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| ſober man—A man who bas reputation to loſe, and 
Whoſe reputation therefore is a ſecurity for his good 

Feen, Fo on. as 
„ You have an opportunity offered you to give the 
higheſt inſtance that can be given, of filial duty. 


| Embrace it." It is worthy of you, Ir is expeAted from 
vou; however, for your inclination-ſake, we may be 
ſorry that you are called upon to give it. Let it be 
"aid, that you have been able to l obligation upon 
your parents (A proud word, my Couſin !) which you 
could not do, were it not laid againſt your inclination ! 
 —- Upon parents, who have laid a thouſand upon you: 
Who are ſet upon this point: Who will not give it 
up: Who have given up many points to you, even of 
this very nature: And in their turn, for the ſake of 
their own Authority, as well as Judgment, expect to 
„‚(5III y 3 131 
I Hope I ſhall ſoon, in perſon, congratulate you 
upon This your meritorious compliance. To ſettle 
and give up my Truſteeſhip, is one of the principal 
motives of my leaving theſe parts. I ſhall be glad to 
ſettle it to every-one's ſatisfaction; to Yours parti- 
_ cularly. 4 7 EI bod ty 
If on my arrival J find a happy union, as . 
reign in a family ſo dear to me, it will be an unſpeak- 
able pleaſure to me; and I ſhall perhaps fo diſpoſe my 
+ affairs, as to be near you for ever. _. 
1 have written a very long Letter, and will add no 
more, than that I am, with the greateſt reſpect, my 
TD. ᷣ v0 1 A 
| Your met aſfectionate and faithful Servant, 
WV. MorDen. 
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I will ſuppoſe, my dear Miſs Howe, that you have 
read my Couſin's Letter. It is now in vain to wiſh it 
had come ſooner. But if it had, I might perhaps 
have been ſo raſh as to give Mr. Lovelace the fatal 
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| meeting, as I little thought of going away with 
him. | : : 


But I ſhould hardly have given him the expe&ation 


of ſo doing, previous to the meeting, which made him 


come prepared; and the revocation of which he ſq 
artfully made ineffeQtual. | | 

Perſecuted as I was, and little expecting ſo much 
condeſcenſion, as my Aunt, to my great mortification, 
has told me (and you confirm) I ſhould have met with, 
it is, however, hard to ſay, what I ſhould or ſhould 


not have done as to meeting him, had it come in time: 
But this effect I verily believe it would have had To 


have made me inſiſt with all my might, on going over, 


out of all their ways, to the kind writer of the in- 


ſtructive Letter, and made a Father (a Protector, as 
well as a Friend) of a Kinſman, who is one of my 
Truſtees. This, circumſtanced as I was, would have 
been a natural, at leaſt an unexceptionable protection. 
But I was to be unhappy! And how it cuts me to 
the heart to think, that I can already ſubſcribe to my 
Couſin's character of a Libertine, ſo well drawn in the 
Letter which 1 ſuppoſe you now to have read 3 

That a man of a character, which ever was my ab- 
horrence, ſhould fall to my lot !—But depending on 
my own {ſtrength ; having no reaſon to apprehend 
danger from headftrong and diſgraceful impulſes, I 
too little perhaps caſt up my eyes to the Supreme Di- 
rector : In whom, miſtruſting myſelf, I ought to-have 
placed my whole confidence—And the more, when I 
ſaw myſelf ſo perſeveringly addreſſed by a man of this 
character. ; a 

Inexperience and Preſumption, with the help of a 
Brother and Siſter who have low ends to anſwer in my 
diſgrace, have been my Ruin /—A hard word, my 


dear! But I repeat it upon deliberation: Since, Re. 


the beſt happen which now can happen, my Reputa- 


tion is deſtroyed; a Rake is my portion: And what 


That 


That portion is, my Couſin Morden's Letter has ae- 


quainted you. 1 = 8 
Pray keep it by you, till called for. I. ſaw it not 


my ſelf (having not thecheart to inſpect my trunks) tl 
this morning. I would not for the world This man 


ſhould ſee it; becauſe it might occaſion miſchief be- 
tween the moſt violent 'fpirit, and the moſt ſettled 
brave one, in the world, as my Couſin's is ſaid to be. 

This Letter was incloſed (opened) in a blank cover. 
Scorn and deteſt me as they will, I wonder that one 


line Was not ſent with it were it but to have more 


particularly - pointed the deſign of it, in the ſame ge- 
nerous ſpirit, that ſent me the Spira. ET 
Ihe ſealing of the cover was with black wax. I 


hope there is no new occaſion in the family to give 


reaſon for black wax. But if there were, it would, to 


| 41998400 be © | | 5 | 3 N 
ah had — Letter to my Couſin; but laid it by, 
becauſe of the uncertainty of my ſituation, — 
ing every day for ſeveral days paſt to be at a greater 
certainty, Nou bid me write to him ſome time ago, 
you know. Then it was I began it: For I have great 

leaſure in obey ing you in all I may. So I ought to 


have; for you are the only friend left me, And more- 


over, you generally honour me with yeur own ob- 
ſervance of the advice I take the liberty to offer you: 
For I pretend to ſay, I give better advice than I have 


taken. And ſo I had need. For, I know not how it 


comes about, but I am, in my own opinion, a poor 
loſt creature: And yet cannot charge myſelf with one 


criminal {or faulty inclination. Do you know, my. 


dear, how This can be? 


Vet I can tell you how,'I believe One devious ſtep 


at ſetting out — That muſt be It: Which purſued, 


has led me ſo far out of my path, that I am in a wil- 
derneſs of doubt and error; and never, never, 2 | 
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de, ſure, have been mentioned, and laid at my door 
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find my way out of it: For, altho' but one pace awry 
at firſt, it has led me hundreds and hundreds of miles 
aut of my path: And the poor Eſtray has not one kind 
friend, nor has met with one directing paſſenger, to 
p help her to recover it. | bs „ 
1 But I, preſumptuous creature ! muſt rely ſo mueh 
dupon my own knowlege of the right path little ap- 
prehending that an ignis fatuus with its falſe fires (and 
. et I had heard enough of ſuch) would ariſe to miſ- 
| 420 me And now, in the midſt of fens and quag- 
> | :mires, it plays around me, and around me, throwing 
me back again, whenever I think myſelf in the right 
tracx. But there is one common point, in which all 
[| ſhall meet, err widely as they may. In That I ſhall 
> | belaid quietly down at laſt : And then will all my ca- 
>» | lamities be at an end. + | 
But how I ftray again; ſtray from my intention! 
I would only have ſaid, that I had begun a Letter to 
my Couſin Morden ſome time ago: But that, now, I 
can never end it. You will believe I cannot: For 
how ſhall I tell him, that all his compliments are miſ- 
beſtowed : That all his advice is thrown away: All 
his warnings vain : And that even my higheſt expecta- 
tion is to be the wife of that free liver, whom he fo 
pathetically warns me to ſhun? " | 
Let me, however, have your prayers joined with 
my own (my fate depending, as it ſeems, upon the 
lips of fuch a man) That, whatever ſhall be my de- 
_ © ſtiny, That dreadful part of my Father's malediction, 
That I may be puniſhed by the man in whom he 
© ſuppoſes I put my confidence, may not take place ! 
© That This for Mr. Lovelace's own ſake, and for 
the ſake of human nature, may not be! Or, if it 
© be neceſſary, in ſupport of the parental authority, 
that I ſhould be puniſhed by him, that it may not be 
© by his premeditated or wilful baſeneſs; but that I 
s may be able to acquit his intention, if not his action] 
| Otherwiſe. 
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The sede, . „ 
mi my fault will appear to be doubled in the 
t-judging world. And yet, methinks, 
glad, that the unkindneſs of my F ather 
' whoſe hearts have already been too much 
ounded by my error, may be juſtified in every ar- 
WE ex ting in this heavy — np And that my 
Father will be pleaſed to withdraw That before it be 
— known; at leaſt n ee 
W regards Futurity I. : 
I muſt lay down my pen eien | 
ions. Once more, before I incloſe my Couſin s 
will peruſe it: And then I ſhall have it by 
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